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Message from the AAME President

I'wish I had better news but The Grear Circle has fallen further behind schedule as a result of problems which its long
serving editor Graydon Henning has experienced. Graydon assures the members of the Association that Vol 20 No 1 will be in
vour letterbox in September. In order (o bring the publication schedule back on track we have arranged for the néxt issoe 1o be
autsourced, which shonld speed the process up considernbly. We are still hoping 1o have Vol 20 No 1, Vol 20 No 2 and Val
21 No 1 out to members by the end of 1999 and Vol 20 No 2 eardy in 2000, [ can caly apalogise and hope that you will bear
with us during this difficult time.

The AAMH is pleased to be supporting the visit of Dr Kathy Abbas 1o Anstralia during which she will give the annual
Vaughan Evans Memorial Lecture in Maritime History. The title of her talk will be, “Is it Endeavour?” with the venue being
the ANZ Theatre, Australian Natiopal Martime Museum, Svdney, Tuesday 5 October 1999, 6.00 pm - 8.00pm. Dr Abhas is
president of the US Rhode Island Marine Archaeology Project investigating British ships scuttled in Newport USA during the
American Revolutionary War. She will present her most recent findings from [ieldwork on the wrecks, which are believed to
include HM Bark Endeavour. All AAMH members are invited (o attend. Bookings are essential and should be made through
the Australian National Maritime Museum members' office (02) 9298 3644. Cost for our members is $10, guests $15,
Wines, Heineken beer and cheeses are inclusive and will be served afterwards,

D Ahbass will deliver another public lecture on Saturday 18 September as part of the annual Australian Institute for
Mantime Archacology (AIMA) conference, also at ANMM in Sydney. Contact the conference organisers for further detals:
AIMA Conference Secretariat, ¢/o Heritage Office; Locked Bag 3020, Parramarta NSW 2124 Ph (02) 9635 6155 Fax (02)
9801 4688 email nutleyd @heritage nsw.gov.an

Another AAMH supported project will run from Moeoday B November to Wednesday 10 November 1999 i the Westem
Australian Maritime Museum in Fremantle, WA, This is a conference about fishing and people interested in professional and
recreational fishing: mdusiry policies: history: economics; science, processing; wholesale and retail trade; industry suppliers;
scafoods and marine resources. For farther information see the Museum website at hittp//www.mm. wa,gov.an - under
Maritime History. AAMH members interested in altending should contact: The Convenor Sally May, Indian Ocean Fisheries
Conference; Mantime History Department, Western Anstralion Mantime Musenm, Cliff Street, Fremantle WA 6160, Ph (08)
9431 8442 or (D8) 9431 83488, Fax (08) 9335 7224 email Sally. May@museum wi:gov.au

From 2 to 5 December 1999 a joint conference of the Australian Association for Maritime History and the Economic
History Society of Australia and New Zealand (EHSANZ) will be held in Sydoey. The conference will begin at 6pm on
Thursday 2 December and end about 12.30pm on Sunday 5 December ar The Holiday Ton, 203 Vicroria St Potts Point Svdney,
NSW, 2011, Special accommodation rates have been negotiated with the hotel, for detals call 1800 353 888 or (02) 9368
4000 oremail hotelres @ hipps com aun

The themes of this conference include all aspects of economic/business history, including but not restricted to aspects of
the histaries of Avstralia and New Zealand, the Pacific, and the broader Asia/Pacific region; the marnitime history of these
regions and the wider world; mining and other resource indusinies; associated aspects of labour and social history, including
labour migration; thearetical and methodological issues of economic, maritime, socio-economic, and institutional history,
including relationships among the historical social scieaces. Offers of papers must be received by 30 September 1999 by the
conference orgamisers; Christopher Lioyd and Maxine Darnell, School of Economic Studies; University of New England,
Armidale. NSW 2351, Fh (02) 6773 3156 Fax (02) 6773 3459 email Chns. Llovd @metz une.eduwan or
mdarnell @metr une edu.an Conference registration is $130 which includes 2 lunches, 4 teas and the welcanming reception. A
discounted studeal rate is available. Up-to-date conference details are available at the FHS AN website
hope/iwww une. edu.an/chsans/confl cheany himl|



Maritime history beyond 2000 Visions of sea and shore will be an international conference on maritime history and
heritage 1o be held in Fremantle, WA from 11 to 15 December 2001. [t will be organised by the Austmalian Association for
Maritime History and sponsored by the Western Australian Mantime Museum, the International Mariime Economic History
Association and ihe Intemational Commission of Mantime History. This conference aims to bring together people interested
in maritime history and heritage in order to present the latest findings and to review the state of (he discipline.

For further information contact the organisers; Associate Professar Maleolm Tull, Faeulty of Business and Economics,
Murdoch University. Murdoch WA 6130, Ph (08) 9360 2481 Fax (08) 9310 7725 email mll @central murdoch edu.an

or Professor Frank Broeze, Department of History, University of Western Australia, Nedlands WA 6907, Ph (08) 9380 2139
Fax (08) 9380 1069 cmail fab@arts uwaedan _

I hope as many members as possible can take advantage of these exciting initiatives.

Mark Staniforth, AAMH President.

G+ Archasology Department, Flinders Univemity, PO box 2100, Adelaide, South Austalia. Ph. (08) 82015195 Fax (0] 82013845

email vams@linderseduan
Help requested

American rescarcher Nick Dean is looking into 19th century east coast Australia cargo and consignee lists originally
supplied to him by the late Vaughan Evans, and to what degree some of these companies still survive. He is also looking for
an image of Snow Sguall which be knows has appeared in a Melbourne newspaper advertisement. He says a popular import
line fram the US used to be wagons, coaches and buggics, and he would “kill™ for an image of some of these ned up at a
Melboume or Sydney emporium.  Similarly imported were famm tools, and he would fike to find an advertisement linking
these with Snow Sguall, Nick will cover costs, His email address is: ndean@wiscasset.net

Congrats to AAMH members for excellent achievements

Congratulations to Geraldton (WA) member Howard Gray for getting the nod from the examiners for his PhD dissertation
on the lstory of WA s crayfishing industry. No stranger to excellence Howard produced a beautiful book on the bislogy and
distribution of crayfish a few vears back. Dr Gray will be delivering a paper and a public talk in association with the fridian
Ovean Fisheries Conference at Freo in November. _

Congratlations to our president Mark Staniforth in Adelaide, who with colleague Mike Nash has produced a special report
(Na 12) for The Australian Instinute for Mantime Archacology. Copiously illustrated in colour and black and white, Chinese
export porcelain from the wreck of the Sydney Cove (1797) takes an in-depth ook at the history of, and antefsets recovered
from the tading vessel Sydney Cove which was deliberately mn aground on Preservation Tsland in the Famesus. group at the
castern entrance to Bass Strait, The ship cammied 7,000 gallons of grog which has appropriately been commemorated by
naming asmall islet near the wreck as Rum Island. Of greater interest to the archacological team was the accompanying cargo
of ceramics, and in particular for the authors a large quantity of Chinese export porcelan which had been bound for (he tables
of the gentry in Svdney. Casunl observers would recognise the so called “willow patterns™ on some of the hand painted blue
and white crockery, but the archacologists reveal that the subject is in fact complex and extremely interestine. Watch out for
the report in museum bookshaps for about $20.

HMAS Sydney - National Archives action raises further conspiracy suspicions

A Melbowne resesrcher Frank MaceDonouszh hos been refused access by the Australian National Archives to two historic
signals believed to involve HMAS Sydney 1. After discovery, the Archive's documents were referred to the British legation in
Canberra which then consulted Britain to check if they can be released, The documents are from signal packs for November
and December 1941, So far, British permission for the Australian public to see them has not been forthcoming,

Sydney Inquiry report still available on web
One AAMH member reported by ¢mail problems getting into the site after it was mentioned in the last newsletter. The
reply message back to him bounced. The site is still operational and can be found at:
horpe/ [www.aph gov. suhonse/committee/jfadtreports. htm
Vietnam/Oz war book available
The Vung Tau Ferry: HMAS Sydney and Escort Ships, covering the period between 1965-72 has recently been seleasad.

This involves Sydney 111, the former aircraft carrier now in use by the Chinese Navy as a trainine platform. Authors are
Rodney Nott and Noel Payne. Call (07) 3219 2239 [or Farther details.



HMAS Sydney 11- memorial plans in good hands

Planning is well under way for a significant memorial to honour the entire crew of 645 men and boys lost almost without
trace on HMAS Svdney [1in 1941, Many thousands of Australians still meurn for them bécause they were tever really
accorded the respect they deserved from their country,

A memorial podinm on Mt Scott overlooking Geraldion (WA) will have an eternal flame protected by
# dome stapding on seven pillars, ¢ach representing a state. The
nine metre high dome or cupola 15 being constructed from 645
interlinked metal elements, each in the shape of & gull. The
inspiration for this came when the site was first dedicated ata
sunset ceremony and a large flock of seagulls swooped in as the
last post was played.

Two semi-circular limestone Walls of Remembrance outside of [
the podium will have msels of WA black granite mscribed with ‘i}

Overlooking
Indian Gosan

the names of the 645 men and boys. These will algo carry two _
B | photo-engravings of Sydney . i 1
At the end of a shart pathway leading westward from the ﬁ '
podium will be a bronze statue of a woman dressed in clothing 4
of the 1940, one hand holding on a hat against the wind and eyes: @7
straining seaward for any sign of those who were lost. The
preliminary sketch at right is by WA sculptors Joan Walsh-
Smith and Charles Smith

[Distames Detwean A second pathway 15 to bave a stelle orsimple mast-like strocture of

ALBiE stamless steel svmbaolically représenting the outline of Sydney’s bow.
about 30 metres N Thig will carry Mlags and penrants at ceremonial occasions. The entive
area will be Jandscaped with Australian native plants and become a
T sacred place for reflection and contemplation,

Geraldton is close to where Sydney is thought to have sunk, and is

probably where it would have made for had it been able.

The projeet will cost about balf a million dollars and is being coondinated by a
Memonal Steering Committee compnsed of Geraldton citizens from Rotary and
-several other regional orgamisations. Completion is anticipated by the sixtieth
aumvmm'vnfrlu: battle on 19 November 2001.

Donations of any size are very welcome and can be lodged in the HMAS Svdney [f Memeonial account through any branch

of The Natiopal Bank, or sent ¢f- The Batavia Coast Maritime Heritage Association, PO Box 2537, Geraldton. 6531,

Enfranes

HMAS Sydney Il - yet another snippet

Mr Jason Hopton (80) writes from Adelaide to add another snippet 1o the HMAS Svdney sapa:
1 sailed in a barque SV Passar ‘round Cape Hom in 1948 from Port Victoria (SA) to England. A5 a Cape Horner
member, 1 developed a fnendship with Gemman Captain Andreas Petersen who had sailed to Port Victona in the pre-war
years, He came to SA after the war from doing ship surveys for Krupp in PNG. Someone in Germany linked us up and
my wife'and T showed him and his wife zround. We became finn friends and Iater visited Germany where we stayed in his
mansion. We saw two “Royal ™ German navy cadet group photographs there. Omne was related 1o a service-course, the
other had a Nazi emblem, and T donl: Detmess was in this grogp. Duang our conversation Petersen said Dercely,
“Detmers was 4 Nazi. " My friend scoffed at a rumaour of a Jap sub having had a hand in Sydney 's sinking on the eve of
Pearl Harbowr. He had been on one of three merchant ships which went to Jepan in 1941 for stores, and while they were
loading he went to China and Russia on a special commission. Pettersen’s was the only ship which got back to
Ciermany. | bet the log book is still somewhere in Hamburg. Maybe the navigation fix for the meeting with Detmers is
there to be read?
I knew four men lost on the Sydney, One wus Ray Barrey, the RAAF pilot of Sydney's seaplane. As for myself, I
joined the RAAF in July 1940 and flew over the Pacific untl the end of WW2 - 1,800 hours in cockpit, much over
water, so 1 feel for the navy. [ think our lot did botch things over HMAS Svdney.

Ed’s. focmote: An entry from Mr Hopton appeared in Vol 1 p.20%9 of the submissions 1o The joint pariiamentary inguiry
into the circamstances of the sinking of FIMAS Sydney, In that he says that Captain Petersen and his wife are déceased, In
Voliime 2 p.338 Sydneny/ Kormoran historan and anal vst Barbara Ponlewierskd (Winter) is adsmant that there is no evidence
Deftmers was a Nazi,



Olympian fun and games

Between now and the 2000 Olvmpic Games there are sure 1o be lots of TV reruns of events
past, and inevitably we will have images of nasty Noxi Adolf Hitler at the 1936 Berdin effornt
with black Amernican Jessie Owens upsetting him up by beating all the white gavs, Now
depending what else we are allowed to se¢ from the many himdreds of thousands of feet (metres)
of technically excellent 35mm film shot during those games, it may be possible to view an
immaculate hand-picked German naval flag party in their whites somewhere. In that group is
one Theodore Anton Detmers (1902-1976). Ja, ja, the same mm who was sports afficer on the
battle cruiser Kol and was entertained with his peers by the Aussie socialites on HMAS
Canberra in 1933, Later in 1941 vsed his sccumulated skills in the sinking of the RAN's pnde
HMAS Svdrey 1. Frank Cain (1983) wrote that the reception of the Koln and its crew
engendered favourable publicity for Australian Nazis to the extent that they formaily established
themselves as a party in Austalia the following year. Such was the official attitude that by at
the aintbreak of warin 1939 linle proper intelligence momitoring of Australizn Nazis had been
done ' Kapitan Detmere’ story is in his now very mre 1959 antobiography, Kormoran: Der
Hilfskreuzer, der die >Sydney< versenkte. Munich: Koehlers. An English translation is aleo cut of print & difficult to obtain.

Interestingly, on 16 August this year, modia reports originating from the Sydney Morning Herald and The Age newspapers
said that based vpon documents recently uncovered in the Australian Archives at least 127 Nazi scientists, 35 members and
Sturmabteiling (stormtroopers) were secretly recruited by Australia between 1946 and 1951 for work on defence projects. A
Melhourne University professor, reportedly with Nazi sympathies before and during the war, was pivotal in their recruitment.
This acadenuc, now deceased, was allegedly invoived with biclogical and chemical experiments on German-Jewish refusees and
Australian service personnel in Auvstralin. Reportedly also, some of the Nazis hie solicited sre still of mierest to the Simon
Wiesenthal Centre and the United Nations War Crimes Commission. Detmers wag not involved in these manters.

Aussie Gulf War veterans having serious health trouble

Australian service persomme] who took part in the Gulf War campaign against Iraq are subsequently experiencing an
unusual number of diverse illnesses, which have include bleeding bowels, hleeding gums, chest pains, cancers, short term
memaory loss and resultant psychiatne problems. Of the approximately 1,600 Australians who took part in the Gulf War, 213
had made claims to the Department of Veterans Affairs by early June this year.

In the USA it has been reported that approximately a quarter million of the 600,000 personmel who were involved with the
Gulf War have health problems, and that there have been some 10,000 deaths. In June there had been 8 deaths from diverse
causes reported amongst the Anstralians, A disturbing aspéct is the still relatively young age of the victims, many in their
late 20's 1o mid-30s.

Similar complaints bave been made by Gulf veterans from Canada, Great Britain, Kuwait, Czech Republic, Hungary, New
Zealapd and Norway, and an increased incidence of similar illnesses have ocourred in the civilian populations of Kowait, Img,
wand Sandi Arabia®

Cm talkback madio in Perth (6PR 10/6/99) one Australian sailor (28) who had served on HMAS Brspane said he and his
crewmates had been ordered to take a tablet believed involved with protection sgainst nerve gas attack. He said there was
widespread belief tus was involved with the problems. French sailors in the war did not take the pill, and the so call=d Guif
War Syndrome had not manifested m therr ranks.

Joe, a father of a sailor who served on HMAS Sydney (IV) said that his son had been very ill since the day of his retum
to Australia and had subsequently been declared TP (totally and permaneatly incapacitated), He was now aged about 35,

Svdney was operating in association with the aircraft cammier USS Midway. Joe said he had been told that the Americans
hiad attacked and blown up an alleged nerve gas facility about | km inland, and that the subsequent smoke had blown over
HMAS Sydney. In addition they were regularly subjected to exotic aircraft exhaust fumes from the American carrier. The
crew of Sydney also ook a special pill, and had to line up for it three fimes 3 day,

In response, the Minster said on the same broadcast that while be was concerned about the 1ssues; the onus was on
velerans to bring any problems to the attention of the Depariment of Veterns® Affairs. Presumably in other words, the
government is not about to conduct a comprehensive health survey of all Australian Gulf War Vetcrans lest it apens a greater
can of wonms.

Asmany Australian veterans from other campaigns can attest, Australia has an extremely poor record over iis reluctancs 1o
address such issues. Regarding the Gull War syndrome there i5 a paucity of information in this country and on the infernet
mvolviog Australia and therefore veterans must tumn to the USA experience for reliable informatian. On October 31, 1997,

" Cain, F. (1983) The origins of political surveillance in Australia: Sydney: Angits and Roberson. p. 261-2.
* Gulf War Veterans' lilnesses: VA, DOD Continue to Resist Strong Evidence Linking Toxic Causes to Chronic Health Effects, .
MNovember: 7, 1857, Commities on Governmeni Reform and Cwversight. US Congress.



the US government released a report entitled Gulf War Vererans' llinesses: VA, DOD Continue to Resist Strong Evidence
Linking Toxic Cawses to Chronic Health Effects. T is a large document, but its lindings are reproduced in brief below,

1. The TS Veterans' Affairs (V.A) and US Deparment of Defeace (DOD) dad not listen to sick Gulf War veterans as o
possible cansed of their illnesses.

2. The presence of a variety of toxic agents in the Gulf War theatre strongly sugpests exposures have a role in causing,
triggening o smmplifving subsequent service-commected illnesses,

3.  Gulf War troops were not trained to protect themselves from the ffects of exposure to depleted mranium dust and
particles.

4. Pyridostigmine bromide [PB] can have serious side effects and intesactions when taken in combipation with other drugs,
vaccines, chemical exposures, heat and’or physical exercse.

5. VA and DOD health registry diagnostic protocols relied on the infounded conclusion there were no chemmical . biologieal
or other toxic exposures to U5, troops 1o the Gulfl War theatre:

6. VAand DOD health re@stry diagoosis protocols continue to be based on the unwartanted conclusion that, unless there is
an immediate and acute reaction. exposures to chenical wespons and other toxing do not cise delaved or chronie
symptams.

7. Prematurely ruling out toxic exposures as causative, VA and DOD doctors relied on diagnoses of somatoform disorder and
Post Traumatic Swress Disorder [FTSD] to explain Gulf War veterans' ilinesses.

8. Thereis no credible evidence that siress or PTSD causes the ilinesses weported by many Gulf War veterans,

8. Accurate diagnosis of veterans' illnesses remains difficult due to inadequate or missing personal medical records, missing.
toxic detection logs, and unreleased classified documents.

10. Accurate diagnosis of veterans illnesses was also hampered by the VA's lack of medical expertise in toxicology and
environmental medicine.

11. Exposures to low levels of chemical warfare agents and other toxins can cause delaved, chronic health effects.

The 140+ page report said the US Defence Department failed to observe agreed-upon rules for the humane uss of
experimental drogs. Personnel who served in the Gulf War were exposed to multiple loxins, any one of which - alone orasa
combination of toxins could produce a synergistic interaction which may well be responsible for the illnesses reported. Iragi
chemical weapons storage facilities are known to have been detonated at Khamisiyah and Ukhaydir. Original CLA computer
modelling estimates released in June 1996 stafed the plumes carnied northerly for perhaps 25 miles. New modelling estimates
stated the plumes carried southerly for pechaps 300 miles from the blast site, producing fallont over some 100,000 troops
positioned in southem Iraq, Kuwait, and northern Saudi Arabia. After 19 months of investigation and hearings, the
subcommuttes found the status of efforts on Gulf War issues by the Department of Veterans Affairs, the US Department of
Defence, the Central Intelligence Apency and the Food and Dmg Administration to be irreparably flawed It diseovered those:
efforts were bobbled by an institutional ipertia that mistook motion as progress. It found those efforts wers plagued by
arrogant incuriosity and a pervasive myopia that promoted a lack of evidence as proof. Az a result, it found current approaches
to research, diagnosis and treatrment were unlikely to yield answers to veterzns' life-or-death questions in the foreseeable, or
even far distant future. Austrmilian Gulf War veterans will leam much from this document. Tt was svajlable from from the
intérnet at: http://www.gulfweb.org/bigdoc/hsr105-388.cfm

Sinee the Gulf War, child mortality has reportedly doubled in Irag, a matter sure to be highlighted by the impending visit
of the Pope to that country.

Foomote: The Federal government announced on 5 June that it would look more intensively at the mounting problems of
Australian Gulf war veterans. On the separate nuclear vetermis” issues a letter from the Defence Minister Briwce Scott in The
Australian 2/8/99 responding 1o strong criticisms of Australian governments in a 26/7/99;12 letter from the Alomic Ex-
servicemsns” Association sald that a 18 month «iudy of Australisn nuclear test “survivors” was getting underway. Scott
claimed oo the basis of scientific litemture Australian service personnel who went to Hiroshima after the nuclear detonation
there “were not esposed to sufficient radiation to result in adverse effects.”

He might care to read Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the physical, medical, and soctal effects of the atomic bombings. (1981) by
Ishikawa, E and Swain, D. L, (frans.) London: Hutchingon. This 706 pags report by the Committee for the compilation of
materials on damage caused by the bombs contains much information on the highly restrictive allied oecupation policies on
scientific research following the bombings, The Minister might also care to note that at the Monte Bellos in 1999, vigitors
are #till advised oot to bnger more thon an our at the site of the explosions.

Hovercraft inventor dead

British hovercraft inventor Sir Christopher Cockerell (88) died at Southampton, England on 1 June 1999, A obituary from
The Times was reprinted in The Auwstralian 14/6/99:13.
Aside from an Apollo launcher, hovercraft are perhaps the noisiest vehicle over mvented. They have never really caught on
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in Australia. However, in Britain more than 80 million passengers and 12 million vehicles have been transported by aa
variety of designs which have evolved from the 1959 4.8 ton SRN1. (Experimental work had been gaing on since 1950 by
Cockeral s company Rippleernft )

The largest hovereraft to operate in Australia are probably those bronght here by the US Marines for joint exercises, but
they have never been embraced by the Australian military. Innumerable small machines constrocted by experimenters to carry
one or two people have appeared all over the continent from time to time, but their service live appears 1o have been relatively
short. Those seen by this writer have always been very noisy, and secmingly plagued by accompanying vibration problems
which cause stress fracmres at inconvenient points at inconvenient times. Air cooled Volkswagen engines have been popular
power umits in the past. Itis a facet of Anstralian maritime history I suspect has been thus far neglected. An interesting
study for someone to take up perchance? Paul Weaver,

Museum excitement in Fremantle

As reported in our last issue, many of the exhibits relating fo the aotorions Batavia
shipwreck are to be moved to a new purpose built museum st Geraldton. According to apress [
report (WA 96/99:11) $§100,000 would be spent by the cashed up Fremantle facility 1o buld a
falee aops, replica of the stone poriico which will énd up in Geraldton. Actually there isa very |
mice model of the portico made of styrene foam at Geraldion, Possibly few of the visitors o |
Fremantie might notice the difference. Meanwhile the musenm’s strong ties with the RAN
were further consolidated with the announcement that permission had been given (o fly the

Apparently such permission has only heen granted once before, to the ANMM's exhibit-ship
Viampire in Svdney, and that was a once only occasion. Om Red Nose Day this year, Ovens
sported & whopper for SIDS (Sudden infant death syndrome) charity fundraising.

Bloopers

In the June newsletter mention was made of an index of material relating to the HMAS Sydney Inquiry. The compiler’s
name was Ziesing, not Ziesler. In “Boat people versus plane people” the air bases at Learmonth and Derby are of course
controlled by the RAAF, not the RAF. A few other grammatical bloopers were noticed and the excuse is that they were the
result of idle onkering with the wond processor and should have been picked up in the prooling, but weren't. Sorry "bout that

Members may care 1o note the HMAS Sydney inguiry index was eventually sent ouf 1o persons and orgamzations in early
Jupe. An imporiant supplementary submission from journalist David Kennedy was also included with the mailont. This
should have been in one of the volume of submissions, but had been overlooked by Canberra.

Navy proves new subs can fire old torpedoes at old ships

With all of Aunstralia’s submarines now hased in WA there has been something of an itch amongst the ranks to have some
live forpedo practice. It had been more than ten years since the last
one. Trouble is the things cost so much ($1million +) that it
becomes like trying to decide whether or not to open a bottie of
Penfold’s Grange and drink it. The navy finally took the plunge on
14 June when it allowed HMAS Farncombe 1o “secretly ™ put a wire
comtrolled Mk48 fish “from over the borizon "™ into it
decommissioned warship Torrens in deep water near the edee of the
continental shelf off Fremantle: Out of control media represeniatives
were not allowed to witness the controlled event, which supgested the
navy was a little nervous about whether or not things would go
according to plan. What if the torpedo missed? What if the ship
didn’t sink? What if the system software crashed? The cartoonists
would have afield day.

Well as it happened old number 53 was suitably knocked about
with a mighty thump under the starboard side that ripped it in half.
The stern sank first but the bow lingered in & dirty oil shick for a couple
of hours, as if in stummed disbelief at what had been done to it by those whom it had served so well, then it too ultimately
plunged to the bottom for the heaefit of the PR department’s camems, giving navy spokesperson Cdr Dudfield the ammumion
to say on ABC radio and other media that the test proved that Collins subs could perform as required and that everything was
on track to achieve the navy's requirements, Maybe, but someone also let slip the refreshing news that there was 4 significant
degree of human brainpower used in calenlations for the finng, so as o test that capabitity could be maintained independent of
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Hal the computer. Humans rule OR!

Nevertheless, the skeptics said it is one thing to sink a siming duck, quite another 1o engage and destroy a fust, modern and
hostile warship full of alert persons snd state-of -the-art equipment. Furthermore the event came in anbcipation of dammng
findings in an independent report on the Collins programme being compiled by CSIRO boffin Malcolm Macintosh.
Crginally the sinking had been proposed for earfierin the year. Surpnsingly, Macintosh allowed mmself to be interviewed by
the media during the farore.

Ada PR cxercise the secrel sinking was predictably unpopular on the local front. Roclangham City Couneil, local
businedses and their political voice, MLA Mark MelGowan have long been after Torrens for bse a5 a dive ship in shallower
water. Based upon the outstanding success of the HMAS Swan dive-wreek at Busselton they conservatively projected that the
2,750 wn Torrens could have generated at least 20 new jobs and injected $2.3 million dollars 4 year into the local econamy.
Mr McGowan, a former navy officer, said on ABC News Radio (15/6/99 12.30pm) that such tests proved little. He suid that
there have been mumerons statements from officers within the navy that the Collins problems would be solved this year, and if
they weren't he expected a swag of resignations from those officers which made this claim, “becausze that wonld be the only
honoorable thing to do.™

He added that the navy should set up an exercise with 2 or 3 Collins subs agmnst the remaining Oberon to prove there had
been a substantal technical improvement. Later on the same day Federal Senator David McGibbon, another former navy man
lzo criticased the unrealistic nature of the test

A the PR exercise started 1o spiral ot of control the navy became more defensive. Capt Ric Shalders, Commander
Augtralian Submarines came up on ABC News Radio (15/6/99 1 30pm) and said the combat system was now proved without
doubt with the sinking of Torrens. He added that HMAS Farneombe had successfully fired more that 30 other weapons in the
previous two weeks. On the 7.30 Report that night he said, “They are ready to go to war if that had 10 be.”

Commodore Mick Dunn (ret) thought the test had been used to overshadow the more serious problems. He smd, “What's
happening now is the navy has gone into denial, saying that there 1sn'ta problem with the noise signature, and we know there:
15 with the whole shape and with the propeller. Those things have got 1o be pot right. Evervbody in the navy knowy there's a
major problem with the combiat system.” Dunn had been the semor submariner in the navy until last year. Oneveniog TV
news programs of the 17th June he again appeared and suggested that the Torrens had been sunk by two blasts, the sscand
perhaps being from explosives placed on board the shp as insurance by the navy and tiggered almost, but not quite
simultanscusly with the torpedo detomation, The allegation was immediately denied by the navy, but the remns of the
excellent footage provided by them 1o the media do appear to show two distinet blasts, each of a different colour and with
debris seemingly going in different directions. The mwo blasts can be scen on the sonngram accompanying the next article.

One would have like to have been a fly on the wall in some Navy offices as these matters unfolded go awkwardly, but for
the Navy there eventually was a happy conclusion. Rear Admaral Ritchie, Deputy Chief of the Navy wiote a letter 1o the
Australian (22/6/99:12) saving that while the TV images did show two blasts this was the nommal occurrence. The Mkd®
tomedo i1s designed to explode beneath the target, not agninst it The first event registered was the arrival of a shock wave at
the speed of sound. This acted as intended by lifting the ship at the centre and overstressing the keel and hull. The second
event was the arrival of the expanding and very large bubble of gas from the warhead explosion This also drags a large mass
of water and the combmed mertial effect is that the target gets a very destructive follow-up pounding. Two hits for the price of
ane il you like.

Az the good Admiral was writing what someone slse should have said a week sadier, the disparate folk at Garden sland
{navy and army) had orgamsed a mass-media event 21 June to show off the firing of a rocket-lammehed, jet-propelled, reusable
“Kalkara” pilotiess aircraft designed to tow targets at 600> kph for ship to air missile practice. You might have guessed it,
Murphy stepped in again. The next day the main newspaper report camied the dammoing heading “Pilotless plane test a fizzer.”
(WA22/6/99:13) Just as it was all set to go from the back of the island, the signal strength of the complex radio interface
returning data from the device 1o the ground-controller was deemed inadequate, and so the launch was aborted. A straight-faced
MNavy spokesperson told the disappointed hacks, “Tt isnot exnbarrassing atall.™ The following day they tried again, but the
weather was crook, 20 & demonstration of the flight simulator was organised  Murphy was still present as the virtual-Kalkara
karked it when the virmual-je engine Failed to power up after the virmal-rockei expended. (human errar),

The real lanmch event was billed as s inavgural one for WA, Nevenheless, for the past few years there has been the
occasinnal dirty-looking rocket trail sighted from the mainland, arcing seaward at the back of Garden Island where there is an
exercise tange. The Kalkam drone had ity fivst fully operational flight on 7 July against 2 missle fired from HMAS Darwin.
Lots more to come it seems, and so there should be, as long as they point west. Paul R. Weaver. Fremantle.

Torrens the ship

A “River class" destroyer escort, Torrens was launched at Cockatoo Dockyard on 28 September 1968 and commissioned in
Sydney on 19 January 1971, It was decommissioned at Garden Island (WA) on 11 September 1998, It had alength of 112.8
mietres and a beam of 12.5 motres, and displacement was 2750 tonnes. Its steam turbines could drive it at more than 30 knots.
Original armaments included a radar/computer controlled twin 4.5 inch gun turret and mbes for ME32 worpedoes, (Later Mk48)
The ship’s main roles involved patrol and surveillance work and escort duties. Carrying a crew of 230, over the years many
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sailors underwent navigation and seamanship traning
while on board. In 1976 the ship attracted medin
attention for its role in the rescue of MV Miss Chief in
heavy seas off Bundaberg, but for the most part of it's ol il 1) I\
service it has been Inconspicuous; until 14 June, A ; ' l IRl
young RAN sailor from Generation X descnibed its i ]
sinking as, “awesame.” and indeed it was, On secing |

the footage this editor's leenage sons reckoned that the
navy was not for them.

Now here is a hypothetical brain teaser for thoge
nautical types good at sums: I a Mk48 exploded under 1 2
the centre of Torrens while it was moving in a straight { 3 seconds
line at 30 knots (35 km approx) over & calm sea, where ’

would the secondary impact hit? (hased on the simple y _
datainthe somogsam and the spesifications provided here), Boom| Boom! A sonogram marking the end of Torrens
Furthermaore, would the damage from either impact be greater for a fast moving ship rather than for a stationary ene? All near
correct answers showing the workings out, senot to the mewsletter editor, get a small prize.

:E’et another C.Y O'Connor monument for Fremantle

If there is one historjical name successfully implanted in the minds of WA schoolchiidren it is the name of Trish hydraulic
engineer Charles Yelverton O'Comnaor, more popularly referred 10 as C Y, O'Connor. As chief engineer in the WA Public
Works Department he oversaw the design and construction of Fremantle Harbour and of the then record length water pipeline:
from Perth to Kalgoorlie.

Hi might have fallen tnito obscurity as have most people from those times had it oot been Tor
his melodramatc demise one morning, when severely depressed, he rode a hurse into the sca ness
Robb’s meatworks jetty al South Fremantle, put a revolver to his head and pulled the tngger.

This tegan # myth making process about the man which continues to this day with the
annoumeement that the stale goveamment is to fund a stylised bronee sculpture 6f O'Connor taking
a last shoreward look from his horse. The 80,000 project will be set on a pile at wave level near |
the estimated place of his smaide. One of the most enthusiastic supporters for the project has
been grandson Mike Lefroy, education officer with the Fremantle Maritime Museum. Hessidon |
ABC radio that he thought some of O'Connar's depressed act might be related 1o a work colleague
whoallegedty had been conspining in land deals near one of the pipeling’s pumping stations. (In
an mnrelated matier Mike recently won a Churchill Fellowship to stndy mantime muoseum
digplays in the USA, Swedes and the UK during the early European summet next year -
congratulations.)

Popular opinion has alse long held that becanse O Connor snicided before water llowed into
Kalgoorlic, that he believed the project was going to be a failure, but this conjecture is ill-
informed. There was in fact never any doubt that it would work because the engineering and
surveying preparations had been so thorough,

O'Connor’s biographer Merab Tauman' reveals that CY was a balliant, if complex man.
Bomn in 1843 in County Meath, Jreland he underwent his initial training there as an assistant
engineer, specialising in all manner of hydranlic engineering, including dams and weirs. In 1864
he went to New Zealand, where he distinguished himself in public engineering works over 26
years

At the urgings of WA Prémier Sir John Forrest he took up his post of Engineer in Chief for
Western Australia in 1891, His immediate task was to construct & deep water port at the mouth
of the Swan River., This was completed in 1897, Brilliant though his work was, he became
contimnally dogged by eriticism and controversy, not it seems becanse he was particularty at fmit,
but because of the senemally ill-mformed. narrow, self-serving attitudes which predominated on th
agenda of ambitious local politicians, businessmen and the notoriously vexatious editor of The , —
Sunday Times, Forall of them, perhaps his greatest fault was that he had a social conscience, The largest WA monumen
Strongly aware of how the working class were routinely exploited and mistreated, he cnsured thas 10 & Specific perton, at
those men under his control received impraved wages and conditions. As part of his Immanitarian Fraipeutie
philosophy towards arbitration he was strongly aware of the need for the local labour force to organise themselves and
privately appealed to a prominent NZ umon leader. Jolm Lomas 10 assist.

"Tauman. M. (1978) The Chief, C.F. 0'Connor Nedlands: University of Western Australin Press.



The wider community was shocked by the suicide, and there was a big fumeral at the Fremantle cemetery. Those who
eould have given him greater support in his time of need at last came forward and praised him. There is a very large
monumesl there. An imposing bronze statoe of the engineer was also sculpted by Fietro G. Porcelli and is now erected by the
toad leading into Victoria Quay, Fremantle Harbour. (photo) It was moved there from its original 1911 site some years ago.
O the Helena River is Mundanng Weir, which was designed by O'Connor as the starting point for the goldfields pipeline 15
currently undergoing major reinforcement work to bring it info line with worid safety standards. The plan for another
momiment comes at a time when male smcides are approaching epidemic proportions in the state. Paul R. Weaver

Batavia Coast gathering

In June French historian Philippe Godard and your newsletter editor were keynote speakers at a seminar orgamised by the
Ratavia Coast Association al Geraldton. Philippe and Max Cramer were the discoverers of the 5t Alouen bottle cap and coin
on Dirk Hartog Island last year. (Subsequently a complete boitle was uncovered by a Fremantle Maritime Museum team.) In
Tuly the NL ed was also invited to address the Underwater Explorers Club of WA about the importance of developing focussed
oral histories and their conservatonist and political uses.

Ancient mariners .8 million years ago?

Australian archasclogists have for several years been digging away in the lava on the island of Flores, Indonesiaand
finding stone tools and fossils associated with Home erectus, the foreranner of Homo sapiens sapiens (all people today).
Flores is the fourth large island east of Bali on the Indonesian archipelago. Achacologists reckon that because Flores has been
summrounded by deep water since those ancient times, then this can be taken as mdirect evidence that early hominids had
watercraft. The same argument has long been applied to Australia being populated, because even at the lowest known ocean
lavels of the Pleistocene there is believed tostill have been a deep wench of water preventing terrestrial access. There is a body
of opinion that this first o¢eurred between 100 and 150 thousand years ago, but no convincing evidence has been presented.
Confirming such a date is the holy grail of Australian archaeology. The oldest Australian archazological sites mostly emerge
around 40,000 years, although there arc a few controversial older ones claimed to be about 60,000 years. No evidence of
watercraft bae been found in any very ancient Audtralion site.

The problem with the proposal that homimds were using watercraft 800,000 vears ago is that if this was the case why
didn’'t the technology Mounsh and enable earlier populating of Australia and for that matter, New Guinea. A “straw man”
counter claim is that very ancient sites were probably submerged as ocean levels rose. As 1o how else Flores might have been
populated, there has been a suggestion that because the region is 1o geologically active, a land bridge may well have existed in
the past. The work is reported Antiguity, which can be read in any decent univessity library. Also a smippet in The Australian
6/7199:6,

Sure to canse angst in many circles will be'a cunous proposal in a fortheoming BBC doco that Australian Aborigines were
the first indigenes to move into the Americas, by boat po less. No doubt there will be enough believers to ensure the idea
gains a place somewhere in modem mythology. One thing often overlpoked in ethmocentric arguments is that every person
alive today had hunter-gatherer ancestors 40,000 or more years ago, excepting of course those people descended from UFD
aliens. For those interested in the genetic relationship between Anstralisn Abonigines and other populations, take a look at
some of the muny excellent papers in Kirk, R. & Thome, A. (Eds.) (1974). The origin of the Australlans. Canberra: AIAS,
PW.

Is being British un-Australian in 1999?

On 26 June the High Court foand in a four, seven decision that One Nation senator-elect Heather Hill could not takeup
her seat becanse while she had been in Australia since a child, at the time of the poll she had pot rensunced ber Brtsh
citizenship by becoming naturalised, and that Britain is a foreign power. Under the constitution MPs cannot hold dual
nationality, even though they swear allegiance to "the King or Queen of the United Kingdom, of Greal Britain and Ireland.”
Hill subsequently carrected the anomaly by becoming naturalised, 1o no avail. There are apparently a number of sitting MPs
holding dual satonality, but Attoumey-General Darry] Williams said there was oot intention of pursuing them because their
positions had not been challenged.

The matter raises an interesting question about the stams of the titular head of the Royal Australian Navy, Princs Philip.
Asa national of a foreign power should he remain in that position? For that matter, what do Australian sailors know really
about their leader apart from lus enthusiasm for multiculturalism? He does pot seem to be mentioned at all on the RAN"s web
site and all the various “who's whos™ tend 1o be a bit selective in what they report, - so here goes.

Bom into the Greek Royal Family at Corfu in 1921, his mother was Princess Alice of Battenburg, English-born sister to
Lord Louis Mountbatten. Her father was Prince Louis of Battenburg, Direetor of Naval Intellisenee at the Admiralty and First
Sea Lord in the early stages of WW 1 until anti-German sentiment forced his resignation and a change of name to Windsor,
sometiing also done by King George V. Philip's father was Prince Andrew of Greece who was indicted for ligh treason by a
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revolutionary Greek Government in 1922 but unlike others he escaped the fining squad when HMS Calypso at the directive of
conain, King George V amived off Athens for a spot of gunboat diplomacy, The Greek Royal family were unpopularly
regarded throughout Europe as “the German Greeks"” becanse of their connections, but not in Britain. With Andrew saved,
Calypso then called to Corfuand collected the rest of the family, including the 18 maonth old _
Philip, In exile, the family were issued with Danish passports by cousin, King Christian of
Denmark. Philip's sumame was shown as Glucksburg. An uncle, Prince George of Greece
and his wife Princess Marie Bonaparte set them up with a house in Paris. Bonaparte was
descended from Napoleon B., and her father had founded the Monte Carlo casino.

Philip™s younger sister married a German notlemean, Chiistopher of Hesse, who was a
Naa. His three other sisters had marnied into the wealthy German aristocraey by 1934,
During his early teens he was schooled in Nazi Germany but aceording to Unity Hall* his
biographer, his irreverent regard for the brownshirts saw him
moved to Gordonstotin in Britdn. At age 17 Lord Louis
Mountbatten (nnele Dickie) took him wnder s wing and
made sure that every assistance was given to got im s — :
f “special entry” into the Royal Naval College at Dartmouth. Is he an Aussis, ks he

Some of his immediate family remained in Greece and enjoyed  Lizzie, i he an Aussie, is
soxial commections with prominent Nazis, including General hie hay?
Groetring,

| Hall writes that Philip's first sea posting was on the battleship HMS Ramilles under

Mountbanen’s associate, Vice Admiral Baillie-Grohman. As & foreigner he was not supposed
| to be able to take & permanent commissian or rise above the rank of acting sub-licutenant,
unless he became nanralised. ' With the commencement of war with Gennany in 1939 his
requests for this were repartedly denied, apparently because Greece remained newiral , and
= | Philip was still a Greek. Regardiess, the rules were broken and he-was promoted to
.4 midshipman. Mussolini terminated the neutrality by bombing Greece on 10 Juns 1940,

In Gresk national dress  Philip’s birthday. Ramilles was involved in escorting Austtalian troops to Egypt and called

at Fremantle and Sydney. In 1940 the ship underwent a refit in Sydney and Phil and other

officers were entertained on a sheep station at Deniliquin by a friend of Baillie-Grohman  [n 1941 Philip transferred 1o HMS
Valiant for service in the Mediterranean. He ook part in several actions and was mentioned in dispatches. In 1942 he wason
HMS Wallace on convoy duty. In October he became the younoest person in the BN o be promoted to first lientenant . He
developed a strong friendship with an Ausmalian, First Lt Michael Parker who was to later to become his equenry. In late
1944 Philip found himself in the Pacific under Cdr. George Norfolk on HMS Whelp, Uncle Dickie was Supreme Allied
Commander for SE Asia. This was 1o prove opporfumty to again visit Sydney, and by this tme he was being identified as
the future comsort. The socialite women of Sydney apparently pursued lom shamelessly, but he remmned the epitome of
discretion. Three days after the atomie bomb was dropped on Nagasald Whelp joined USS Aissouri in Tokvo Bay. Fhilip
walchied the formal surmender on the déck of Missouri.

Itis apparent that Mounthatten had long considered Philip 4 candidate for marriage 1o Princess Elizabeth, even when both
were very young. After the war the romance blossomed, but he was still a foreigner. Embarrassingly two of his brothers-in-
law had even fought for Hitler, and one of them bad actually bombed London. After much opposition from the Fareign Office
he became a naturalised British subject on 18 March 1947, but there has been doubt about whether he actually paid the
regisuation fee. Mercilessly, the British tabloids still deseribed him as “Phil the Greek.” He was persuaded to adopt
Meunthatten as his family name because it had more appeal to the British than Schleswig-Holstein-Scanderburg-Glucksbirg.
Worse for the Chinrch of Enpland was that he had been baptised into the Greek Orthodox Church, but when confronted with
this he switched over with hardly a blink. The wedding tock place on 20 November 1947.

He was adopted by the Royal Australian Navy on 1 April 1954 as Admiral of the Fleet, a position he still holds. So, as
President Ronald Resgan used to say after providing enlighteament to the Russians, there you go. Paul R. Weaver.

Bold maritime museum design revealed

Cim the last weekend in June the WA Premier Richard Court revealed the proposed degion of the new Fremantle Maritime
museum building at Victoria Quay, Fremantle Harbour. The redevelopment of this section of dockland has been thrashing
about in the public arena for at least the past year or so. Pundits say the cost o the WA taxpayer will be 535 million, well
up on the original estimations since the federal government has decided not to chip in $25 million There is a strong track
record in WA for the cost of such projects 1 blow out Surprisinely Mr Court said the project was first mooted in an election
promise in 1993, and that commumity copsultation bégan several yvears ago, Certninly the museum has been conducting in-
house workshapk to develop the themes for the new facility snee 1998,

“Hall, . (1987) Philip: The man behind the Monarchy. Lendom O Mara Books.
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A very tall structure of steel and glass, the new building will house the America’s Cup yacht Australia IT which is being
returned to Fremantle from the ANMM after the Sydney Olympics. The man most associated with the yachi is Alan Bond,
who iz still doing time in a WA prison for serious corporate crimes; and with the approval of the authorities, mmning business
classes for other prisoners and currying public favour by donating mediocre paintings to charities. Promoters of the museum
building are adamant that it is not 2 monument to Bond, but whether they like it or not, his name will always have a strong
association,

The waterfront buildine seems 1o have had some inspiration from Sydoey's Opera House. Large curved roofs which
according to Mr Court, are‘intended to resemble the uptimed bottom of a old sailing ship. Others might be reminded of the
belly of an upturned whale, Viewed from the sonth, the appearance is quite différent, a glass and steel wall which, with
imagination, resembles the outling of a giant north-west snapper. The western wall facing the blazing summer sun and savage
winter gales is also a cliff of glass. In the lee of the building will be 2 rectangular pand cut into the old wharf to provided for
floating exhibits. _

Last year there were senious questions raised by the Fremantle Port Authority sbout such a project bemg so close to the
harbour because of the risks and dangers posed by shipping movements. The concerns were uncovered when newspaper
reporters from The West Australian obtained relevant documents under freedom of mformation legislation. The fears have
since been dismissed by the povernment, and as if to show who is boss, hall the building will now be built out on piles over
the water.

Inimitable Fremantle Mavor Richard Utting enthusinstically said in the Fremantle Community (29/6/99:1) that the design
wits "4 stunning statement.” He added, “It is nothing like the Darding Harbour Maritime Museum which looks like 2 buge
Weeties box.” The state's Labor opposition also immediately endorsed the project, and completion is estimated for the end of
2000. The government allowed four weeks for public comment on the design in a visitors’ book in the old museum in CLiff
Street, which for the time being is to remain. With waining public support the book was eventually scrutimsed for positive
comments and a declaration made that the public did indeed support the project. Appareatly no one understood the remarks in
foreign languages so they weren't included. Meantime Mr Court’s other pet-project the phalic $5.5 million dollar bell tower
in Perth has had the go-ahead with a revised design. Newsletter readers will recall from a previous issue that the bells are from
St Martin in the Fields in Lopdon, and were said by the enthusisstic promoters of the project to have been rung at the pews of
the Battle of Trafalgar. The new design still has 2 tower but the scromm-like bell gallery has been replaced by abstract copper
forme resembline yacht spinnakers. Travellers to Arabia might be reminded of a similar looking structure in one of the
emirates. In early August, just as matiers appeared to have settled down, Mr Court’s coalition partner, Deputy Premier Hendy
Cowan went public and said the community had more important priorities than expensive murtime museums and bell towem
Flash: HMAS Perth was om ils last visit to Freo dunng the fmal week of August prior 1o being paid off later this year.
Perth was the only Australian ship to cop enemy fire in the Vietnam war, other ships experienced “friendly fire." Perth
delivered some 37,711 five inch shells into Vietnam. The all-male crew and officers marched through Perth city on 27
Angust, exercising their nght to “Freedom of the City.” A couple of days later (29/8) came the dockside news from Mr Court
that the ship had been gifted to the state by the federal government. It is uncertain if this histonically important vessel will
end up as a dive hulk, or the more expensive option as a floating exhibit alongside the new Maritime Museum.

More sub sorry business

A week or so after the Torrens was sunk, at least 14 large, live aml very dangerous smoke flares were washed up on
beaches along the entire coast south of Fremantle. These are designed to be ejected from a sub standed on the bottom and
attract the attention of swface rescoers, but the smokers bad not activated. A navy spokespersom said they must have been
from = bad batch, an excnse which would bardly have reassured the suhmaziners.

The matter paled into insignificance with the July 1 public release of findings within the independent report on the Collins
project by CSIRO head Dr Malcolm Mclntosh and former BHP boss John Prescott. The document 1s titled Report to the
Minister for Defence on the Collins Class submarine and related matters and was available-on the web though
hittp:/www defence. sov.an/index himl

Front page stofes appeared in most major newspapers the following day, with the cartoonists having a field day, The
report, the sixth inquiry since the project started in 1987 confirmed that most of the previonsly publicised allegations about
the project’s failings bad substance, but as the man from Demtel said on TV, “There's more! ™ much more. Indeed there have
been 730> defects detected on the dicse] engine systems alone in the boats already in service: The Colling sub diescl engines
(3 per boat) have had = very unbappy history with seawater and fung getting into the fuel. Other failures bave included
“broken pastans, broken gear trains, seized fuel injeciors and fuel pumps, broken rocker arms and generator couplings and,
most recently, & damaged crankshaft thar must be replaced. All the submarines have been affected.” A report for Llowds
Regtster observed, "The number of diesel engine related failures sustamed onboand HMAS Farncombe and indeed the Collins
clasy submannes as a group is totally unacceptable to the point of being quite unique in modem medium speed diesel marine
applications."

Naturally enough the report attracted considerable media attention becanse it confirmed many of the allegations about other
sigmficant deficiencies with the submarines” design. Media watchers may recall an adamant navy denial a few months back
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that the boats had been submerged with leaks, however the report revealed that the stern glands en the prop shafis were
admitting more than 300 litres of seawater per hour and that this figure increased with depth. The problem was ultimately
solved by adopting the design used on the old Oberon class subs.

The report said that from the outset of the project the navy failed 1o recognise a need to equip the submarines with modem
satellite communications, “In retrospect, this was an amazingly short-sighted decision and now must be rectified.” The present
system is slow and cumbersome, placing the submanne in a very vulnerable position when transmitting.

The computer system is also antquated and initial multple screen use made it prone to “computer deadlock™ or crashing.

A software fix had subsequently made the system unaceeptably very slow. Some may recall a media report a couple of vears
ago which said that rebooting could take more than a half hour.

When HMS Torrens was sunk the navy bravely said the subs were ready for war, but the report disagreed. “To our view,
the circumstances would have to be axtremely serious indeed 1o risk the submarines in their present state.”

Perhaps the most damning aspect of the report was that the operational RAN, the procurement project office, the in-service
gupport project team, the prime contractor and the principal sub-contractors were certainly far more antagonistic, defensive,
uncooperative and at cross-purposes than should have been the case in a project like this.

Defence Minisier John Moore, canght between the devil and the deep blue sea, reacted swiftly, Politically umable to can
the project, he announced that there would be a further massive injection of funding, $80 million for an “interum fix" on the
computer system. This would be followed by a half billion plus for & new combat system. Rear Admiral Peter Briggs was
appointed project director 1 July due to his extensive past experience and technical expertise in submarine operations.

The Defence Minister has said little can be aclueved in looking backwand, and boped that there would be a better picture for
the subs by the end of 2000. Even so, when asked 2 July on a Perth (6FR) radio talkback programme if heads would roll after
then, he said “it might not take that long ™ It didn't, in the latter part of the month came the pews that senior public servant
Baul Barratt was to ge! the chop. Bamatt, the “Sir Hamphry" of the Defence Department refused to go and o began a very
pubdic legal wrmngle between him, his boss and even the Prime Minisier. Barrat reckoned be had been doing a good joband
didn't deserve such treatment, His supporters said he was being made a scapepoat. Reportedly however, he hias been on notice
For at least eight months to confront and impliment a systemic change 10 defence force culture, and 1o ensure greater
accountability is attributed for service related disasters. As matters evolved it became known though The Australian
(/R/99: 13) that the Chief of the Defence Forees, Admiral Christopher Barmie was a close friend of Barrat and that Admiiral
Barrie’s wife was employed as the personal assistant of Mr Barratt, The subsequent series of legal manouveurs included a court
case between Barmatt and Ius employers. The court found the govemment had the Aght to dismiss Mr Barratt, but that due
process had to be followed, which involved the provision of reasons and anght of reply. Much snhappyness-all round

News of a new navy controversy emerged when the same report (2/8/99:13) said that the cost of two tank landing vessels
not yet in service had blown out from $40 million o $300 million dollars. Thes the Collins debacle resurfaced on 2 Aug
with the news that HMAS Farmrombe had a major electrical failure just as it was 1o participate in the multinational exercise,
Kakadu Four. Civilian contractors had to be flown in to make repairs. Later during the exercise a crew member with an.
unspecified medical problem was airlifted off at sea. Coincidentslly, this corresponded with a leaked repon that the defence
forees are urgently short of doctors, PW

HMAS Waller commissioned - Navy overlooks sea scouts from Camp Waller

The third baat in the Collins series, HMAS Waller was commissioned at Stirling naval base on Saturday 10 July. Its
namesake, Captain Heetor M. L. Waller wis born at Benalla, Victona on 4 April 1900. RAN service began for lum in 1914,
and he served on HMS Agincowrt, HMAS' Melbourne and Stuart and a variety of other postings. He took commund of
HMAS Perth in September 1991 and participated in the evacuation of Singapose, He was Lilled when Pereh was sunk by the
Japanese in the Java Sea on 1 March 1942, 333 ratings and 21 officers died malkang it the second worst RAN disaster in
history, the sinking of HMAS Svdney being the worst. Commissioning of HMAS Waller coincided with the 88th
anmiversary of the granting of the title Roval Australian Navy to the Permanent Commonwealth Naval Forces and Royal
Australian Nayal Reserve by King Gearge V in 1911. The date also marked the 60th anniversary of the commissioning of
HMAS Perth, at Portsmouth, England in 1939, Perth was the former HMS Amphion. In the RAN its first commander was
Capt H. Farncombe, whom the class of subs are numed after.

I0 July also marked the anmiversary of Fremantle based US submanne Hammerhaad's sinking of SakuwraMaru and Nanmei
Adoru in the Gulf of Siam in 1945, but not much was made of this.

The navy also missed an extraordinary PR opportunity to invalve WA youth with the commissioning ceremony. The 1st
Fremantle Sea Scouts honoured Capt. Waller long before the navy decided to name a sub after him. For decades his
photograph has overlooked every one of the many thousands of formal ceremonies held in the group’s main hall at Camp
Waller on the banks of the Swan River. The facility is in use almost every night accommodating large numbers of sea scouts
of both sexes, from the very young Joeys (6) through to Venturers in their twenties. Every Anzac Day the group, one of the
mast active in the state, provides a large honour guard and boists the flags at the Fremantie War Memorial dawn service. PW
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Navy good news

The newsletter editor is sorry that the navy is baving a rough trot lately, but feels there is a need o provide an alternative
view of some of these matters to provide other historians with potential leads for further research. There is good navy news
and this can be found at their website: http://www.navy.gov.an/ They also have an interesting formightly newsletter
there. Well worth an occasional visit, but bear in muind they never talk about the sort of matters meationed i this newsletter,

Navy crosses line with anal antics

As if the Collins sub fiasco was not enough, another more sinister scandal erupted on 6 July with the screening on the
Nine Netwark of a video tape of an imtiation ceremony on board submarine HMAS Onslow. The public would be forgiven
for concluding some of Her Majesty’s Australian submariners are a real diety little bunch of buggers when it comes to such
tungs. The incident was part of an equatonal crossing celebration in 1995 when the entire crew came lopside to participate.
Those who had previcusly “crossed the line” wore masks to conceal their identities. Traditionally in the RAN they are called
Neptune's bears. Traditionally to, Neptune is played by the commanding officer, although it hasnot been revealed if this
was the case on Onslow.

The initiates were stripped naked und spread-earled on the deck to be tortured. This took several forms. They were
verbally abused and walked on by crewmates, and beaten with objects, particularly on the back and buttocks. A uniquely
Anstralian act known as “sump the rump” also ook place and this was performed by a heavily tattooed individual who had a
swab on a stick and danbed a blistering concoction on the the victim's gemitalis and anus, (Subsequently clammed to have been
chocolate sauce) Another man could be seen to poke one victim's nether region with & long stick to provoke a violent
reaction. Those accomplices holding the victim's legs then gave them a good woggle 10 make sure the mixure had a good
skin contact Eventually the humiliated individual was flung overboard and left there treading the deep until deemed
appropriate to reboard. All this took place under the approving eyes of ship's officers on lookout duty in the conning tower.
The assanlts are excused by these upper rmanks as a “hardenng up™ process and the victims are expected (o “take 1t like men.”
Of course agreeing to be sexually assanlted by an alpha-male is not in the fine print when navy recruits sign up, and so some
young men have objected, to their cost.

Cne of the whistle-blowers who supplied the video became ostracised aflter first complaiming, mﬂnﬂhﬁequmﬂ?lﬁmﬂm
victim of significant “administrative errors” to the extent he ultimately received a letter of apology from the navy, but service-
life had become impossible and he resigned last year. These events took place well after the concerted attempts o stamp out

“hastardisation’ practices began at the Defence Academy in Canberra. The reaction of Bruce Scott, Mimster assisting the
Defence Minister and speaking for the govermment was one of outrage. He said the spectacle had made him "sick 1o the
stomach.” He said he had told the navy 1o geta report on his desk without delay. Similarly the Minister for Defence John
Moore signalled that disciplinary measures might evenmate. Like sentiment was expressed by the Labour opposition which
called for enminal prosecutions. An mternal naval inquiry was initated immediatel y.

Talkback radio throughout Anstralia on 7 July provided a wealth of further information on the submariners” sporting
activities, and various callers revealed it was not &n isolated incident as the navy had tred to present In Perth many of the
callers to PR were ex-RN and ex-RAN persons, and while some supported the activities, most were appalled. One caller
alleged that a standard form of initiation amongst the ranks at HMAS Flinders depot in the past has been an anal assanlt with a
beer bottle, and be had been aware of an atiempted suicide by one victim who had complained, then been victimised by
officers. Another caller alleged that in the past at the old HMAS Leeuwin barracks in WA, young recruits had been the
victims of sexual predation by long-serving non-commissioned officers. Another said be had served on a RAN ship where a
voung victim had escaped his ormenters and after a search of the ship had been discovered curled up in a fetal position in.an air
conditioning duct. Putrid food and chilli pepper concoctions specifically intended to burn sensitive young skins were
mentioned by another caller as a fairly standard RAN torture at crossing-he-line cerenronies, a8 was the throwing of these men
overbiard from a stationary ship. Onie woman caller who deseribed herselfl as an 80 year old wowser said the whistie-blower
would have done better to destroy the tape and foreet the matter, because these were the sort of things all servicemen did.

On 8 July the Nine netwark undermined the navy argument that the incident was isolated by nmning similar historical
footage taken on two other ships, HMAS Paromatia and HMAS Swan. These did not appear to involve sexual assaults but
the latter ship gained notoriety for a case involving sexual harassment and rmpe of a female crew member (a doctor) in the eardy
19905, A former male navy doctor whe described himself as a “scab hiter” wiote to The Austrafian o July cntcising the
voung sailor for his intolerance. He said his main regret about this sort of business was his being overlooked [or treatment by
Neptune's bears: Australisn submariners are not alone in these sort of juvenile antics. According to a recently published
unofficial nstory of US submanners in the “cold war,” part of the humiliation treatment dished oot to crew members on
muclear subs involved foremg them (o eat revolling concoctions from the bare belly of King Neptune*

The RAN hat not banned the ceremony, AMAS Melbournz had a line orossing ceremony while returming from the Gull in
mid-; ﬂmgust. The antics of the mixed crew were toned down, bot no video taping was allowed. Paul Weaver.

'Sunhg. 8 Drew, C & Drew, A. (1998), Blind man's hluff: The wnteld story of cald war subimarine espionage. London: Hutchinkon,
p.238
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Croessing the line, how it was traditionally done in the Royal Navy

According to late 19th century mantime writer F. Whymper the ceremony had lost populanty on passenger ships because
crews blackmailed timid passengers. Similarly it bad become an anachronizm on RN vessels by the late nineteenth century
becanse of 'a tendency for matiers to get out of hand, although it seems, pothing like in the moderm RAN:

With tnfling exceptions, the programme was as follows. The men stripped to the waist, wearing only "duck”
unmentionahles, prepared, immediately after breakfast, for the sammalia of the day-a day when the ship was en
carnival, and discipline relaxed. Esrly in the day, a man at the masthead, peening through a telescope, would announce
a boat on the weather-bow, and soon after, a voice from the jibboom was heard halling the ship, sonouncing that
Neptune wished to come on board. The ship was accordingly bove-to, when a sailor; in fashionable coat, knee-
bresches, and powdered hair, came aft, and announced to the commander that he was gentafman's gentleman 1o the god
of the sea, who desired an interview. This accorded, the procession of Neptune from the forecastie at once commenced.
The mumphal car was a gun-carriage, drawn by half-a-dozen half-naked and grotesquel y-painted sailors, their heads
covered by wigs of sea-weed. Neptune was always masked, as were many of his satellites, in order thal the officers
should not know who enacted the leading roles. The god wore 2 crown, and held out a trident, on which a dolphin,
supposed (o have been impaled that morming, was stuck. He had a flowing wig and beard of cakum, and was, in all
points, "made-up" for Neptune himsell. His suite included a secretary of state, his head smck all over with long quills;
a surgeon, with lancet, pill-box, and medicines; his barber, with a mzor cut from an iron hoop, and with an assistant,
who camied a tub for a shaving-box. Mrz Neptune wis represented by the neliest man on board, who, with sea-weed
hair and a huge night-cap, camied a baby - ane of the boys of the ship - in long clothes; the latter played with a
marfine-spike, given it to assist in cutting its teeth. The nurse followed, with a bucketful of burgoo (thick catmeal
pornidge or pudding), and fed the beby incessantly with the cook's iron ladle. Sea-nymphs, selected from the clumsiest
and fattest of the crew, helped to swell the retinue. Assoon as the procession halted before the captuin, behimd whom
the steward waited, carrying a tray with a bottle of wine and glasses, Neptune sud Amplatrite paid submission to the
fommer, as representative of Great Britain, and the god presented him the dolphin, After the interview, in which
Neptune not infrequently poked fum and thrust home-truthe at the officers, the caplain offered the god and goddess a
bumper of wine, and then the rougher part of the ceremony commenced. Neptune would address his court somewhat as
follows: "Hark ye, my Tritons, you're here to shave and duck and bleed all as needs it; but you've got to be gentle, or
we'll get no more fees. The first of ve as disobeys me, I'll tie to a ten ton gun, and sink him (eo thousand fathoms
below, where be shall donk nothing but salt-wiater and feed on seaweed for the next hundred years." The cow-pen was
usually employed for the ducking-bath; it was lined with double canvas, and boarded up, so as to hold several butts of
water. Marryal, m the first paval novel he wrote, says: "Many of the officers purchased exemption from shaving agd
physic by a bottle of rum; but none could escape the sprinkling of salt water, which [ell about im great profusion; even
the caplain received his share. It was easy to perceive, on this occasion, who were favourites with the ship's company,
by the degree of severity with which they were treated, The tyro was seated on the side of the cow-pen: he was asked
the place of his nativity, and the moment he opened his mouth the shaving-brush of the barber-wiich was a very large
paint-hrush-was crammed in, with all the filthy lather, with which they covered s face and chin; this was roughly
scraped off with the great razor. The doctor felt his pulse, and preseribed a pill, which was forced into his cheek; and
the smeling-battle, the cork of which was armed with sharp points of pins, was 5o forcibly applied to his noseas to
bring blood. After this, he was thrown backward into the bath, and allowed to scramble out the best way he could.”
The first-lientenant, the reader may remember, dodged out of the way for some time, but at Jast was surrounded, and
plied so effectually with buckets of salt water, that he fled down a hatchway. The buckets were pitched after him, "and
hefell, like the Roman virgin, covered with the shields of the soldiers." Very unpopular men or officers were made 10
swallow half a pint of salt water. Those were good old times!

From Whymper, F. (c1880s). The Seq: Iis Stirring Story of Adventure Peril and Hereism. London: Cassell vol. 1 pp. 229-

230. (In the editor’s collection.)

Sailors will be sailors - the demon drink

We'll give the RAN a break. Did you hear the one about the Kiwi and the Rastafarian? Not really history, but part of an
age-old saga between sailors and civilians at Fremantle. One of the sailors from NZ warship Canterbury was:xcd:angmg
pleasantnies early June with a dreadlocked local lad in a Freo Insh pub and made the observation that stoul was a “pissy ™ drink.
Jokingly came the reply that beer was a baby drink. Wham!!! Without any waming the sensitive Kiwi laid his new chum ont
with a king-hit which cut his face open in two places. The offender said he was upset because he had recently been dumped by
his girlfriend. Not sure of the cormection to suddenly thumping someone, but maybe she called him a baby. “We are not
impressed!"” Said the dour magistrate and fined the mterculturally challenged New Zealander $5,000 dollars, ordering him to be
detained until it was paid The ship still had anather week in port so the wayward matelot was allowed to stew fora while,
but he captain of Canterbwry ominously forecast that he wonld be furthes dealt with when be returned to the ship, This
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probably meant that Babe's crewmates are still probably having a respite from all the worst jobs on the ship.

On 15 August came another RAN leak that too many Oz satlars are overweight, much more so that their connterparts in
the other services. “Tubs of Lard ™ said one cruel newpaper headline. Heavyness is now apparenily interpreted in the navy asa
sign of personal weakness. It razses the question of whether our matelots are actually too fond of food, or is there another
more serions reason? On RAN vessels all sailors (not officers) are still permitied to drink two cans of beer a day at sea. The
navy confirmed with this writer that this includes crews on Collins subs. Maybe there is a relationship with fimess? What
does 14 cany of beer 2 week do for the macho figure in the confines of a navy vessel? Indeed what does it do for a formerdy
alert macho brain. The hacknied navy excuse is that the drug is consumed off duty, but in this age when split second decisions
can mean the difference between life and death of a lot of people, is it ime all RAN ships became “dry ™ like in the USN.

Historically crews on RAN ships have consumed a lot of aleohol. The ANMM s magazine Signals eardier this year
revealed that the former crew of it's recently acquired submanine exhibit were proud of the fact that they could stow so many
cases of beer in the aft torpedo tubes when putting to sea. Dare we ask if the continuation of similar practices at the end of the
twentieth century is an appalling example of self-enhanced vulnerability on the navy's part? Can the nation still afford a yo-
ho-hio mentality in the mnning of its mest expensive infrastructure?

Indonesian navy says “Hello Aussies” in Darwin

A sobering report appeared in The Australian 13/7/99:4 which said that Indonesian navy persomnel on Kri Telul Bantem, a
former East German transport and landing vessel visiting Darwin had cocked and aimed weapons at Australian cvilians
protesting dockside about matters in East Timor. The incident had been witnessed by an Australian barrister not involved with
the protests. The reported reaction of Australian autherities was sumbing. The Defence Depariment denied any jurisdiction
and an RAN spokesman said the ship was regarded as “sovereign Indonesia”™ and was therefore responsible to Indonesian law.
Drarwin police investigated the matter but said there was insufficient evidence to take matters further.

Faster than a speeding Mk48 torpedo

Al the end of the century the RAN has taken a historic step into the future (is that an oxymoron or tantalogy?) by leasing
a huge aluminium catamaran from its Tasmanian shipbuilders. HMAS Jervis Bay weal on station at Darwin in anticipation
of possible involvement in UN activity involving East Timor independence. Cn shore an army brigade went on 28 days
standby notice should it be required by the UN. The 1st Brigade reportedly has 325 APCs, 53 Leopard tanks, 89 light
ammoured vehicles, eight reconnaissanee helicopters, 550 other vehicles and more than two and a half thousand persoanel.
Sadly for Kine Neptune"s cohorts, East Timor is on this side of the equator. In early Aungust a report came out that the US
marines were also going to get in on (he act via Darwin, but thns was very quickly denied in Washineton.

Yanks traditionally loved by Aussies at Freo

Hot on the heals of the TS restrictions on frozen lamb inguts Uncie Sam’s oldest serving warship, airceaft cartier TI8S
Kitry Hawk called into Freo for 2 week's R&R in late July after visiting Sadam. Never mind the recent economically
crippling trade bans on chilled Iamb imposed by our strongest ally, regular dases of the TV program JAG and other mind-
mumbing films featuring glamorised jet-jocks and the US Navy ensured an enthusiastic welcome by the citizens of Perth.

A conple of sunoy dockside open days saw many thousands of peaple take up the invitation for tours of the ship and even
this cynic managed to succumb. On boarding everyone had to put bags ete through a x-ray scanner so that terrorist bombs,
grenades, machetes, pistols, sex toys and other undesirable weaponry could be detected, then
the visitors were channelled towards a sonvenir sales section where various groups and
squadrons on the ship had set up about 50 metres of stalls sellng Zippo lighters, caps,
insignias, and $50 marble plagues featuring the ship in profile. Hanping in the background
was a hige banner with 2 snake and the ship”s motto, “Don’t tread on me™

There was no shortage of eager buyers for the naval bncabrac, who after being gently
religved of their spare cash, were free to ogle at the weapoury. A MK 12 torpedo specifically
designed to kmock out subs after being dropped from a chopper was on show and seemed to
sugges! that snbmarnnes might net really be worth the trouble of building anymore. Abouta
quarter the size of a Mk 48 a couple of men could probably 1ift it quite easily.

Air operations take place almost every day while the ship is arsea and the aircraft reveal it
from their appearance. Cracked fibre-plass nacelles, plenty of evidence of patch resprays here
‘and there, and in some presumably nop-critcal places, repairs with adhesive ducting tape and
2lobs nfredepumputrv Make no mistake, these acroplanes nmwnrkndhudmthemmmtmfpmm freedom and liberty.

One of the mircrew fending off dumb guestions said he was still temified of mght landings and thought sbout 30 alreraft
were lost by the USN warldwide every year, but this particular camer had only lost one in the past twelve months. Still from
a distance they look great and would have dooe for any Hollywood epic. The pilot’s names and mickname’s were painted on
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the sides. One officer and gentleman by the name of Horstman waus known as “Headless™ Getit, the headless horseman,
Unfortumately it reminded me of the waving figure on the pontoon in Catch 22.

USS Eitry Hawkis named after the Wrnight brothers! famous aiveraft. [t was commussioned in April 1961 and is home for
5,000 persannel. Diesel powered with foor serews, 1t°s fuel tank bolds 15.200,000 litres. When underway at 77> kph it
sobhles up 418,000 litres per day, which in part explains why the US is so interested in who comtrols the o1l fields of Arabia
In 1961 it cost about $370.5 million to build and has since vovaped nearly 3.8 million km. Now this works outat a Hule
under $100a km over time, plus fuel and running costs. Cheap already already! The TSN has 12 carmiers in sérvice, most of
which have called in 10 Fremantle at one time or another, A publicity leaflet handed ont on the ship called the port
Freemantle. They'll get it ight one day, PW

Significant NZ history ship traces bob up in WA

Cm 29 January 1840 HMS Henald cruised into Waitangi carrying battle hardened Captain William Hobson. He was Queen
Victaria's Governor of New Zealand On 5 February the Treaty of Waitangi had its iniiation ashore 1o & large teat.
Subsequentdy HMS Herald under a Captain Nias and with the assistance of a Major Bunbury transported the document to other
regions, nltimatelv collecting the signature marks of more than 300 chiefs.

In 1858 Ferald wnder Captain Henry Denliam was on a mine year survey voyvage and ran aground in Shark Bay (WA) while
Iooking for a suitable site for a new convict establishment. The ship was lightened and 16 tons of stone ballast temporarily
put overboard in shallow water. Not all was recovered and this year local fisherman Denms Hoult directed a party of amateur
researchers led by noted WA maritime writer Hugh Edwards to the site. Photos of Edwards, local shire president Les Moss,
the site and a drawing of the ship appetred in The West Australian 24/7/99. The siones are 1o feature in a display in a new
museum and visitor centre to be built at nearby Denham next year. Some samples have been sent off for analysis. HMS
Herald was built in Cochin, India in 1822, Dunng another adventure it transported the Bouaty descendants from Pitcarm to
Norfolk Island.

William Dampier collection in WA for tricentenary celebration

A wonderful exhibition of 23 WA plant specimens collected and pressed by William Dampier during lns second visit to
north west Australia opened in Perth eardy August. These were rescued by Dampier when Rogbuck foundered off Ascension
Island in 1701, With the display there is also the oaly known example of a letter written by him and some of his dewings of
NW fauna. Jointly sponsored by the WA Herbarium and the WA Museum, they are on display at Francis St. Perth until
October 1. The collection has been loaned by The Sherardian Herbarinm at Onford University, Botanists collected a set of the

same plants from the Shark Bay region during the commemontion activitics.
Diegal immigrants, shanghaiing, and 2ll that.,.

Duning 1998, a letter came to the Dungog Historical Society from a writer in Yorktown, Virginia USA, who was
manscribing and researching his grondfather's *joumal* and wanted to verify some of the normative therein which referred to
Dimgog. Readers may not eeed any help with Yorktows, Virginia, bot Dungee? Well, Dungog 1s & long-established rural
community in the Upper Williams River Valley which1s part of the Hunter Valley in NSW - with Newcastle as the port

The grandfather was a sailor, first in the US Navy, then on commercial sailing vessels from 1907 to about 1915. He first
visited Australia as a crewman on (he battlestup USS Virginia in 1908 when Teddy Roosevelt sent the *Great White Fleet” on
an around the world cruise. He made two additional visits asa commercial seaman in following vears: He had lide formal
education and between his poor penmanship snd a random approach to spelling any particulsr word, Ins grandson “felt more
like a cryptographer than a biographer™ when trying to transcribe the jourmal. The passage sent to me i a¢ follows and [ have
been particular to make an exact copy of it here:

we Set Saile & Sailed Dew South to a bout the antartic circle than we hit the trade winds witch flows in one
driction ale the Time it is called Ruming the eastem down this trade wind will blow you Strait to MelBum
Aupstralia the first land we sighted was Kings Island & next was Tasmania a large Island South of austmaliz We
were heading Straight for Bass Strait itis a Varry Rockey strait but we had a good fair wind & sailed strmt through
it the CaPrt had bin through it Several nmes after getting through the Strait we headed TP the Coast 1o New Castle
Australia in 2 days we landed in New Castle OK T had signed on board the ShiP for the round il & 1 could not
leave the ShiP till we got back to England that is to get my Money & dischurgé but [ could run a way from her &
leave all my maney on board 5o | made ul my mind I would do the Iater So in the mean time we had on board the
2hiP 6 Yong Rushion Fins boys all Under 19 yrs of age When we left england these boys Could not SPeeP ane
word of Inelish go I lemt them guite a bit on our way over o apstralia so now [ gaw a Chance to make some
maoney of of them they all wanted fo leave the ShiP' & get a JoB in this country so | Knew of a Rushing
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Setelement uP a bout Dungory New South Waales back in the country from New Castle | Knew the farmers would
Pay 10# a Piece for the boys for they conld not leave if they did the Cosstom offers wounld Pick then uP & sped
them back so T got them all lined ul’ one & Packed all of our Sea bags & it was my tum to night watch so 1 had a
caB 1o come to the end of the WarPh at 1100 Pm so we all Sliped of & get in the CaB & ook us all 25 mile back
in the Country & we lay for a freight train on the Motelin & Dungog RR we Cought it be fore day light & oot 1o
dungog be fore noon the next day we hid out in the woods till eving & [ went & saw a big Farmer who hiad a large
Orange Crchard & he wleme he wonld give men 60# for the boys & sive them & pood home 20 | ShiPed them in
after dark T got on & train & went back to New Castle & got the first boat out for Sidney the next day [ arived in
Sidney [ tried for a JoB & Could not find any so I thought | would goin (o the Shang Highing Business on my
own 5o [ looked around & foumd sevrel ShiPys that was leaving for diferent faren Ports so [ loooked for gang foren
cailors who was trying o get to the States like My self so I met one & told hime | could get him a ShiP So he
said if he could geet a ShiP poing to the States he would give me 5# so | took him on board of an enslish bound
for Lver Pool & the CaPT Paid me 5# for him & his 5¢ made me 10 # witch is $50,00 in our mone

I was able to confirm that there 15 2 railroad from Maitland to Dungog. The line opened in August 1911 so the journal
was referning to events later than this date. Also, there was a greal number of renowned orange orchards in the country south
and south-west of Dungog, and this area was setled by numerons mmigrants of German origin. A long-time resident of the
district could only recall one person of Russian nationality, an old man who lived alone, hermii-like, in a remote hut. The
s o' illegal immigrants do not appear 10 have stayed for any length of ime m the Dungog area and must have moved
elsewhere for work, such as in the industries at Newcastle,

Other ‘illegal immigrants” did come to this area and former seafarers were in this class of people, For example, recent
letiers 1o the Society from & wrter searching ‘family histary” have enabled us to picce together the story behind a laree model
of a satling ship with a Swedish flag in the Museum collection. A model of & Swedish sailing ship does seems out of place
in a dairying and timber-getting area’s local history musenm! Apparently, early in the century, a Swedish sailor who left hus
stup in Adelaide eventually came to Dungog and mamed here. He died while sull relanvely young and before he died, built
this model of his ship and raffled it, to mise some money for his soog-to-be-widowed wife. The descendants of the family that
wen the raffle donated the model to the Muséum some years ago, without knowing anything of its provenanee.)

The part of the journal quote about shanghaiing is inferesting. The port of Newcastle has a history of shanghaiing - of
unscrupulous boarding-house keepers or other rogues who got men dnmk and then aboard a ship outward bound for a remote
country, for a fee. Notorious characters with names like ‘Black Jack Hamis” are the stuff of local legends. But this seafarer
provides another insight into the acivity - & man wanbing to get to a particular counory paid him to get him aboard an
appropriate ship; the captain of a ship going to a different destination paid him to find a crewman;, ourseafarer is pud twice;
the captain gets a man; but the man doem't get directly to his chosen destination! By the time the new crewman realised that
he had been tricked, he was, po doubt, well at sea. That seeme a new slant on ‘shanghaiing’.

The expression “Russian Fan" was unfamiliar to me until recently when 1 read an account of the drowmng of a foreign
satlor who went for o swim off the beach at Neweastle in 1902, (Newcastle Morning Herald 10 March 1902). He was from
an American ship; his name was V. Kaljalainer and in the account of the fatality, he was referred to 85 a *Russian Finn',

The grandson in his letter to us, said that the seafarer’s own children considered the stories mere tales, but when he
investigated the journal content he formd that almost everything could be venfied.

Anitem in the last Quarterly Newsletter of interest here is the new Perth memonial to Australian nurses murdered on
Banka Island in 1942, Sister McClade ME, who was among the victims i5 remembered on 2 war memorial at Wallslong, near
Maitland. Sister McClade was from one of the Lower Hunter River’s pastoral families.

MNewcastle has 2 handsome memorial to merchant navy men whose lives were lost off the coast on three torpedoed BHP
ships, fron Chigfrain, [ron Crown and fron Enight, dunng World War Two. The memonal was erected in 1994 on the
waterfront and each year i early June a special ceremeny of remembrance isheld. Previous o the establishment of this
memorial, a service was held each year at the BHP wharves where & memonal plague had been erected on a wall.

Readers may be interested to know thal helicopter support for marine pilit transfer is undergoing a trial period in the Port
of Newcastle. Since about 1812, pilot transfer at Newcastle has been by boat, <o this is a remarkable shift in procedures.
During 1999, the Port of Newcastle is cefebrating 200 years of commercial shipping activity. There 13 evidence that small
boats took coal from Newcastle to Sydoey in 1798 and early 1799, and a letter dated § September 1799 in Historical Records
of New South Waies mdicates that *a ship lately retumed to Bengal Joaded with coals, and 1t gave no small satsfaction to
every person interested in the prospenty of the colony to see this first export of it". In 1999, coal at the rate of ghout 70
million tonnes per year is being exported from Newcastle. Cynthin Hunter, Raymond Terrace, NSW. (Cynthiaisa
NSW councillor for the AAMH.)

The Juarterly Newslenter - The Australian Association for Marinme.History is.a forym for news, comment and opinion on maliess
involving marntme history. Contributions are always weltome  Views expressed do not pecessarily reflect those of the Augtralian
Agsociation for Maritime History, The editor is Dr. Paul B. Weaver, 23 Waddell Road, Palmyra, Western Australia 6157, Email
pweaver@starwon com.ay Next publication date will be the 20th November 1999, Material for inclusion should be sent direct to the
editor well prior o this date and should carmy the author’s signature. Enclose a ttamped addressed envelope for retum of material.
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