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The President and Executive Committee send greetings and goodwill to
all members and friends for the forthcoming Christmas season.

Annual General Meeting

Nearly thirty people attended the 29 October 1997 AGM, held at TAFE Maritime Centre, Fleet Street, Fremantle,
The executive committee were reelected unopposed. A life membership to the AAMH was approved for former
President of the AAMH Martin Syme for his service 1o the Association. Guest speaker Michael Young delivered an
enjoyable illustrated talk about archaeological sites connected to the activities of the Dutch Fast India Company in the
Indonesian archipelago. A short essay about Michael's talk will appear in our next (March 1998) newsletter,

Ice is nice, but is less worse?

Twentieth century Norwegian whaling records have enabled Dr Bill de Ia Mare of the Australian Antarctic Whaling
Division to determine that the southern polar ice pack has this century diminished by 5.7 million km?2, an area
equivalent to 75% of Australia. Bill took on the daunting exescise of plotting more than a million positions of
Antarctic whale kills between 1931 and 1987. Because krill and other plankton occured mainly within 50 km of the ice
shelf so most whale kills took place in that biological fringe zone. Computer analysis revealed that there has been a
gradual shift southwards for these kills. Since the early 1950s the shift has bécome more rapid. Over a period of
nineteen years to 1973 the biological zone apparently moved further south by a litde under 3 degrees of latitude, raising
the hypothesis this was associated with a retreating ice line, which has since stabilised. The melt raises speculation
that a global warming process was taking place, but the mechanisms at work are unclear. A slight warming noted in
the Antarctic in the 1950s was apparently not the reasan. Instead the influence of circulatory ocean currents is
suspected. While the ice-line bas stabilised, research is ongoing to determine if the sea jce is becoming thinner, and if
the amount of open water between ice accumulations increasing.

Meanwhile krill populations appear to be in trouble due to competition from organisms called salps. Krill da
better in cold years, salps do better in warm years. Few Antarctic vertebrates cat salps, but plenty go for knll. Already
the King George Island population of Adelie Penguins has declined by 30 percent

In the Pacific there is substantial concern amongst island dwellers that global warming will soon bring disaster
through rising ocean levels. Greenhouse gas emissions from industrial countries meluding Australia are of major
concern, however itis by no means clear if these are the primary factor. Significant drought has occured this vear in
Indonesia and New Guinea through the effects of El Nifio. Uncontrolled fires generated a major smoke problem over
months which resulted in ship collisions in the Mallaca Straits, and airliner crashes. The smoke also reached northern
Australia. The effect of El Nifio has also brought about the collapse of the Peruvian sardine industry by preventing
upwelling of cold nuirient rich water, and in north America pelagic fish such as the salmon and mackerel are under
threat. In the absence of usual food they are consuming in greater numbers the young fry coming down the rivers.
Canned salmon will soon be significantly more expensive on Australian shelves, not only because of climatic factors,



but because about 80% of north American salmon now go to Japan frozen, Paul Weaver.

Auld mug back in service - Australia 11

Fans of the America's Cup yacht racing scene will be pleased to know that the Royal silversmiths, Garbords of
London have restored the *auld mug’ to its former glory since it was remodelled in March by a sledgebammer wielding
Maon activist in Auckland. The man involved was found guilty of wilful damage in an Auckland court on 5
September. Prior to the jury verdict he claimed the action was justified under traditional Maori law. Among his
concerns were the govermment’s sale of assets, and its failure to honour the Treaty of Waitangi. The cup is back on
display in Auckland, but vigitors have to check in their sledgehammers at the desk.

Meantime Australia /I, the WA based 2 meire class yacht which won the cup for Oz in 1983 and has since been on
show in Sydney’s National Maritime Museum may be coming back to WA as a feature display in a proposed AS35
million maritime precinct at Fremantle. The reason it wound up in Sydney was that the federal government shelled out
AS2 million for it Transportation costs back to Perth will be in excess of A$85,000, however a total figure of
AS300,000 has been mentioned in the press, costs which will have to be bom by the WA taxpayer. WA Premier
Richard Court, an avid weekend yachtsman and enthusiastic supporter of matiers maritime, feels the vacht remains an
important icon for WA and will act as a tounist draweard. Unfortunately the fact that the yacht has been on display in
distant NSW for fifteen or so years has ensured that it now has little relevance for youne Western Australians. For
example there are no secondary-school children who would remember those heady days, and the history of them is not
included in the curmiculum. [n addition the reputation of the man most remembered over the win, tycoon Mr Allan
Bond, has been seriously tamnished through dubious corporate financial activities, convictions for which have have
ensured he will languish in a Western Australian prison for a long tme to come.

Exmouth Gulf and Ningaloo Reef experience entrepreneurial enthusiasm

On Sunday 14 Sept. an ABC radio news presenter announced that the WA government had opened a new “mariner”
at Exmouth Gulf. Young sailors beware. For several decades Exmouth on North West Cape has been the centre of a
lucrative prawn and fishing industry and the site of an American military base which facilitated a very low frequency
radio system for communicating 1o submerged submarines. The withdrawal of the Americans a few years ago brought
fears locally that the economy of the town would collapse, however that has not been the case, The US government
donated much of the infrastructure including many houses to the local council, and the sale of these has injected a new
life into the place. Indeed Exmouth is becoming a boom town, perhaps because people generally believe the region
has now been removed from the Russian’s nuclear hit list. The new marina undonbtedly is a sign of economic
confidence in the region, but there are substantial environmental fears. The northern end of the near-shore Ningaloo
coral reef system is adjacent to the western side of North-West Cape and has been subjected to increasing pressure by
recreational fishers and tourist operators. Whale sharks also regularly visit the region and there is no shortage of
Australian and international visitors wishing to get as close as possible to them. The so called Cape-range region is
arid and the coastline contains scientifically important limestone cave systems. A layer of fresh water lies on top of
larger salt water strata with a marine induced tidal movement registering far inland. The recently discovered and little-
studied endemic fauna within this system is exotic and rare, varying from cave to cave. Nevertheless some visionary
entreprenenrs see insufficient profit in such natural things  Limestone is good for quarrying and there is a serious
proposal to mine the stuff, transport it over the Ningaloo Reef and ship it south to Perth to make cement. Other
developers wish fo build major resorts, and believe it or not, a world class golf course for Japanese visitors which will
have to utilise the scarce water reserves. While an arid region, it is feared by the conservation movement that cyclonic
rains from this alone will transport large quantities of phosphates, plus herbicide and pesticide residues to the detriment
of the adjacent cave and reef systems. By example the reef system at the town of Coral Bay further south has suffered
sigmificant impact as a result of phosphates, heavy metal leachates and boat anchors. The fauna in the cave systems is
highly vulnerable to such pollution.

The oil companies also have long bad an interest in the region and indeed Australia’s first oil discovery was at
Rough Range near Exmouth in the early 1950°s. The cil had the consistency and appearance of Vegemite.
Economically unviable, the well was capped, however there are new proposals to drill at an angle under the Ningaloo
Reef from offshore, a proposal which has caused outrage amongst the environmental and fishine lobbies. A leaked
document known as ‘the KARST report’ by three eminent geomarphologists emerged in October and highlighted many.
of these fears. This report, commissioned by the WA Départment of Environment and Planning is not officially
released but is now widely distributed in the public domain. Significantly it calls for the region to be given World
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Hertage Status.

Further reading: Humphries, Bill. “Where does the sea stan?” Sandproper newsletter. Marine and Coastal Comununity
Neawork. Vol 4. Neo: 3. August 1997, Simpson, C.I and Feild, 5. (1995). Survey of water quality, gproundwiter, sediments
and benthic habitats at Coral Bay, Ningaloo Reef, Western Australia. Perth: Department of Environmental Protection
Technical series 80, Taylor, Geofl. (1994) Whale sharks: The giants of Ningaloo Reef. Sydney: Angus and Robertson,

Black armband history - important Rottnest Island book launched

The publication of a dictionary of Aboriginal prisoners sent to Rotinest Island by colonial Authorities has
chronicled a shameful part of Western Australia history swhich is still very much a cause for bitterness amongst
Aboriginal people, and is a matter which many non-Aborigines would prefer not be aired.

Rottnest was the most significant of numerous offshore WA islands used to incarcerate Aborigines in the
nineteenth century. Between 1838 and 1902, 3,676 Aboriginal men were sent to the island, and 354 died there in
custody. The imprisomment of these men can be directly correlated with the expansion of the pastoral industry across
the entire state. Their removal contributed significantly 1o the successful usurpation of Aboriginal land. Removing
the dominant men from their sphere of cultural influence also meant there was little protection for women and children
who fell victim to predatory miscegenation by non-Abonigines.

Aboriginal men brought from the northwest came locked chains in ships’ holds in the most appalling conditions.
Others were forced to walk long distances from inland chained by the neck. Malnutrition and epidemics took their toll
on prisoners on Rottmest, but British justice also demanded several hangings which assembled prisoners were forced to
watch.

The book is divided into two parts, firsdy a description of events and proceedings, with several photographs,
engravings and some examples of documents, and secondly the dictionary, which lists every known prisoner sent to the
island. A short biography of each is included when sufficient information exists, plus specific archival references
which can be explored by other researchers. The book is sure to be on the PM’s Christmas wish-list

Green, N. and Moon, 8. (1997). Far from Home: Aboriginal prisoners of Rottnest Island 1838-1931. (Dictionary
of Western Australians. Vol. 10.) Nedlands: UW A Press. Casebound, $45.

Corny Rottnest Island movie still salvageable for maritime history

Rotmest Island off Fremantle has accumulated a rich history since the Swan River Colony was founded in 1827,
Apart from magnificent scenery there are many old buildings which survive and arc in daily use on what has become
one of WA’s main resort altractions. One would expect eventually someone would want to use it for a film set. and
this happened last year with the shooting of Under the lighthouse dancing, a melodrama starring Jack Thompson and
Jacqueline McKenvie. When the film was released in the cinemas a couple of months back it received dreadful reviews.
50 had it may well end up ranked with The invasion of the killer tomatoes and become a cult object. Not good
considering it had two of Australia’s best known actors, and a budget rumoured to be between five and seven million
dollars, making it the most expensive yet of the many feature films shot in WA,

So what has this got to do with us. Well it is the historic maritime backdrop of Rottnest Island and its environs
which shine though all the silly stuff. The hills and beaches tramped by sixteenth century Dutch seafarers, the old
colomal buildings, the lighthouses, the sparkling seascapes where dozens of spectacular shipwrecks have occurred.
Such ambience, such history, such beauty. Rottmest is indeed a magic place and the filmmakers, in spite of the
criticisms have provided opportunity to take a peek at where all the real action has taken place. You might catch it
soon, at a video store near you,

Whitbread Race breezes into Freo

Named after a braud of popular English beer, the nine month long ‘round the world” Whithread yacht race calléd in
to Fremantle a few day ago, led by Swedish Maich. It was the latest of many global yachting events which have used
the port’s many excellent world-class facilities over the years w revitalise crews and vessels after an arduous 15 day,
4.600 nautical mile dash across the southern Indian Ocean. The other eight vachts competing are Jnnovation Hvaemer
(Norway), Toshiba (USA), Silk Cut (UK), EF Language (Sweden), Chessie Racing (USA), Merit Cup ((Monaco), EF
Education (Sweden), and Brunet Sunenergy (NL). Some have a few Aussie crew members.

The first race was in 1973, but there is yet to be an Australian entry, due in no small part to the cost. A complex
bid emerged last year by an organisation called Elle Racing, which was associated with the expatriate Australian fashion
model Ms Elle Macpherson, but failed amid a confusion of legal and financial battles, The WA government became

3



embroiled in the controversial affair from the outset, contributing to the yachting venture, and to a multi-million dollar
advertising campaipgn which aimed to attract overseas tourists by showing off Ms Elle strutting her stuff at some of the
state’s best land and seascapes. She was to also crew on at least one of the stages in the Whitbread Race and by this
exposure, focus further attention on WA. Well talk about the best laid plans of mice and men, or in this case spin
doctors. The frothy bubble finally burst over protracted preparations for the vacht entry, and the London launch of the
tourist campaign featuring a by-now pregnant Ms Elle was overshadowed by the tragic death of Diana, Princess of
Wales. Inaddition WA yacht persons and a fair proportion of the rest of the WA community were upset because they
reckoned all that money, maybe as much as ten million dollars, could have been better spent.

Not to worry, the Whitbread visit is expected to bave generated at least twelve million dollars for the state,
(according to the spin doctors) and the nextrace, scheduled for 2001 has been gnaranteed come to Fremanile by Volvo
Anstralia, becanse its Swedish parent company has acquired future naming and route-planning rights. Meantime a
battle is shaping up between Sydney and Melbourne for the privilege of being the next port-of-call in 2001, after
Fremantle, Will there be an Anssie entrant?

Oz seafood rejected by Victorian government in favour of foreign stuff

This is for the fishing historians. When that grand advertising vehicle for cigarette mamifacturers, the Australian
Grand Prix was held in Melboume earlier this year, the organising corporation set up by Mr Kennet's govemment
arranged some lavish spreads for those on the “A” team. On the menu were buckets of shucked Mexican oysters and
whole sides of smoked Atlantic salmon. Perhaps understandably the people involved have become coy about the cost
to Victorian taxpayers, however it was estimated by The Australian 5/9/97 p.5 that the imporied maritime goodies and
associated refreshments were gulped down duning a feeding frenzy in the Premier Kennett's race suite at the astonishing
rate of $6,000 per hour over four days. The Victorian government has dogeedly refused 10 reveal to the opposition who
was on their “A” ieam of seafood gourmets. Ah yes, maritime history has many facets. Snort.

That other big yacht race in 1997

When 17 solo yachtsmen departed Les Sables d'Olonne on the French Atlantic 3 November last year, few seem to
have realised the dangers they would encounter within a few weeks. January 1997 is likely to linger in the collective
memories of Australians for the remarkable numbers of Furopean yachtsmen rescued from their sinking craft in the
high latitudes of the Great Southern Ocean. Over a period of several weeks many Australian newspapers carried froni
page reports and images of solo sailors in their orange survival suits clinging to overturned yachts. Their plight was
all the more desperate because of the enormous distances they
were away from help. In this, the Australian defence forces
deserve the greatest acclaim: Relying initially on confused
information from Pans, where the orsamsers of the Vendee-
Globe solo round-the-world vacht race were located, airmen from
the Edinburgh RAAF base in South Apstralia were obliged o fly
their Orion marni ime surveillance aireraft an enormous distance ||
ever the southern ocean to locate three individuals, drop them life
rifts, then stayv on station for as long as foel allowed. The first
rescue, of Frenchman, Raphael Dinelli, was cxpedited when an ;
unofficial competitor was directed by the aircraft to pick him up. Dinelli on hull. Phow: Dep. of Defence
The second series of rescues involving another Frenchman Thierry Dubeis in Pour Amnesty International and
Englishman Tony Bullimore in Globe Exide Challenger took place in sub-zero conditions more than 2,000 km south
of the Australian coast. These rescoes was completed on 9 January after a three day emergency dash from Fremantle
by HMAS Adelaide, asan Onon circled overhead. Bullimore gnpped the world headlines because he had survived for
several days in his upturned hull, then “popped™ out of the water when RAN sailors tapped on the hull. An RAN diver
immediately launched himself into the near freezing water to assist him 1o safety.

The rescues generated a great variety of reactions in Anstralia. The cost of the exercise was enormous and many
Australians were outraged at this and the unnecessary risk subjected upon so many service personnel. This anger was
compounded when one of the race organisers reportedly said it was the RAN's job to rescue people and no one should
complain. Still smarting over the French nuclear record in the Pacific, many Australians interpreted this as a typically
Gaulic reaction. Matiers were not helped when it was reported the first Frenchman had negotiated a significant fee for
his story with the French media, then announced he would not be donating any of it to the cost of his rescue.




Unchastened by his own experience Theiry Dubois undiplomatically told his rescuers he would be preparing to
compete in the next round-the-world solo race, I want to win.”" As to the enormous inconvenience he cansed he
repartedly said, “If an Australian guy has prnblems in the ]Nanh Atlantic the the French guys will have to come™ A
Belgian sailor Patrick de Radigues in the B
same race who retired his yacht Afibel to
Fremantle after running into trouble said in
a press interview of the Southern Ocean
conditions, “Its not supposed to be like
that™

Bullimore, (56) a former nightclub
owner and British Yachtsman of the Year i :
has had his share of marne disasters in the Bullimore in water { near rudder) Phow: couniesy Dept. of Defence
past, as well as more than two dozen solo
Atlantic crossings had suddenly became aware of his own mortality. He said after the rescue by the RAN, *T've become
more human in these Iast six days...I won't be so rude to people...I'll be much more of a gentleman. . 1"l listen 1o
people a lot more,”

Five minutes after Bullimore was plucked to safety, HMAS Adelaide set course for the long run back to Fremantle.
HMAS Westraliamet her en-route for refuelling. The overturned vacht was left to whatever fate the ocean would
choose,

Meanwhile an unprecedented media frenzy had begun. Several Westemn Australian journalists and cameramen had
accompanied the ship and their pictures and stones were {lashed around the globe. The local West Australian gave the
story front page treatment over several days, with many other pages inside of pictures, graphics and interviews with
various experts on disasters at sea, yacht design and the like, By reports this was nothing in comparison to the British
media which went into a foaming lather not dissimilar to that which had capsized the yachts, and immediately
dispatched its most competiive journalists, cheque books bulging to Fremantle. Never mind the Frenchman, it was
Bullimore the brave British bulldog they were after.

Queen Elizabeth sent a message of congratulations to the service personnel. and the President of France sent a letter
of thanks to the Australian Prime Mimster. While the ship was still at sea plans to make a movie of Bullimore's
adventure starring a famons American actor were announced. Much speculation was generated of which brand of
chocolate saved him from starvation but when Bullimore jolangly said he had not decided, inadvertently cansing the
prospects of a lucrative deal 1o fade.

Recognising the ingredients of an “event” which could enhance their own reputations, local and federal politicians
sat up and began to take notice after the rescue, Arrangements were immediately made for HMAS Adelaide to to dock
in Fremantle Harbour rather than its normal berth at the isolated HMAS Stirling naval base. At 8am, Monday 13
January an assortment of beaming influential persons (BIPs) assembled on the wharf. The world's media
representatives went mto a swoon. Several TV networks broadcast the event live and the local peasantry including
yours truly stood behind the barricades where we gawked and took lots of photos.

Meanwhile news came that another competitor Canadian Gerry Roufs was apparently in serious trouble in the
portion of the Southern Ocean under the jurisdiction of Chile. Again enormous distances were involved, and in the
absence of any radio beacon signals to enable an air search. Frenchwoman Isabelle Autissier was instructed by race
organisers to turn back in what eventuated as a futile thirty-six hour search. Aufissier is perhaps better remembered for
her own disaster when she had to be rescued by the RAAF and RAN at a reported cost of A%$5 .8 million from the
Southern Ocean on New Years Day 1995 after another solo adventure went wrong. A couple of weeks later Roufs was
reportedy sighted off south America, his radio having failed.

Bullimore experienced frostbite to lus feet and other extremities and underwent immediate oxygenation treatment in
the hyperbaric unit at Fremanile hospital. This took several weeks, which also gave him the opportunity to put on
numerous lavish parties for those involved in his rescue and physical renovation. He announced he hoped to take part
in a sola race from the Mediterranean to Scandinavia in June, and apparently did so.

On November 27 this year, HMAS Adelaide was on the slips in Cockburn Sound (WA) for a refit. The date
marked a significant recognition of the rescues by Lloyd's of London, which honoured the crew for saving life at sea
with the presentation of a sterling-silver replica Elizabethan alms dish.. It was the first time in 142 years that Lioyd's
had made such a presentation outside Britain, and the first time an entire crew had been honoured, rather than
individuals. A similar presentation was made to RAAF aircrew at Edinburgh, SA, © 1997 Paul Weaver




Rare colonial lifeboats successfully restored in Victoria
We have received the following mteresting report from former AAMH president Martin Syme:

[ have been involved in the reconstruction of the Port Fairy lifeboat, which was built at the Government Marine
Yard, William stown, Victoria in 1857. The Portland lifeboat has the same lines, and it was delivered to Portland in
September 1858. It is believed that these two lifeboats are the oldest self-righting lifeboats in the world, and,
unusually, they were the only two of the design built. While the Marine yard built a further three lifeboats over the
next few years, these were built to the Royal National Lifeboat Institution plans forwarded to five Australian colomies
in 1858, None of these boats survive,

So we have two distnctively Australian designed vessels, one reconstructed to seaworthy condition, the other in
almost original condition, as it has not been used since 1915, and is in generally good condition, although not suitable
for launching. The extensive documentation of the Port Fairy vessel details a variety of Australian timbers used in the
hull, as well as kauri for the double diagonal planking , white oak ribs and southern yellow pine and oregom used for
the deck and bulkheads, the timbers being identified by Jugo Ilic of the CSIRO Building Products Division. Another
unusual feature was the use of a jule based paper as an interiner between the inner and outer hull layers. This was
identified by AMCOR Research & Technology Centre, and the paper had a small amount of organic material, possibly
whale oil used in the jute processing and also providing some water resistant quality to the interliner.

I speculate that the boat was built by an ex-employee of Forrest & Co, the boatbuilders to the RNLI at the time,
as he clearly knew what he was constructing, vet the design mcorporates a number of modifications that should make
the vessel more suitable to reseues in the ocean swells of southern Australia. The boat has a distinctive reverse sheer, a
substantial double bulkhead construction io contam the self-draining tubes, and a more substantial thwart arrangement
than provided on the RNLI plans that arrived after the Port Fairy boat was delivered and, presumably, after the keel of
the Portland boat had been laid, so that vessel was completed to the builder’s design,

Interestingly, both his vessels survived. The Portland vessel because it was preserved afier being taken out of
commission because of its role in the Admella rescue in 1859, the Port Fairy lifeboat had been in use until World War
2 (although rarely called for rescue dury), and was used as a dredge hull from 1956 mntil 1975, when the exhausted
vessel was deposited on the riverside.

The reconstruction work was carefully performed by local wooden boat-builder, Garry Stewart and apprentice
Matthew Eelly over 16 months, The total cost of $82, 100 was funded by community donations (via The National
Trust of Victona) and goods or services in kind (55%): National Estate Grants (33%), Herage Victoria (11 %) and
Moyne Shire Community Assistance Grants (1 %). The job was fully documented and Michael Staples provided
conservation and restoration advice, which was funded by a Maritime Museums of Australia Project Support Scheme
grant of $5,000, provided by the Australian National Maritime Museum and the Department of Communications and
the Arts.

The completed lifeboat, resplendent in its colour scheme of sky blue hull, vermilion gunwale and white below the
waterline and inside. It pulls 10 oars and carries a dipping lug sail of 200 sq [t. The latter was made in Arbroath flax
canvas, hand-stitched by Rick Mitchell of Schooner Enterprize, and fitted with hemp bolt ropes and recfing lines. It was
relaumched in January 1997, and later renamed Port Fairy, by His Excellency, the Govemor of Victoria in February.
The crew 15 composed of volunteers, which include descendants of earlier crews and any others who wish to enjoy the
experience of pulling and lugsailing.

The collection is unique, as in addition to the operating pulling lifeboat (there is apparently only one other such
vessel in seaworthy condition), the vessel is housed in the original lifeboat house, and the 1886 basalt rocket house,
with a fine collection of maritime rescue equipment, is located 10 metres away. The boat is launched from a cradle ona
railed slip into the river, and drawn up the ways by the original Abbott & Co crabbing-winch. Having just returned
from a "study” wip in England and visiting the other seaworthy lifeboat in Sweden, 1 can say there is nothing to equal
this n terms of a nineteenth century maritime rescue collection, Marten Syme

Dutch treat for the Golden Age of Dutch Art

Like most Australians your humble editor is not on the “A” erowd whea it comes (o being invited to the opening
of exhibitions, book launches ete. I thought things had changed when someone influential told me of a special phone
number where one conld record a desire to be invited to the opening of The Golden Age of Duich Art at the WA Ant
Gallery on 22 Oct. The machine took the message okay, but a leaflet soon arrived with an invitation to send in $90
per couple. The hopeful blurb said, “you have waited 300 years for the most comprehensive presentation of historcal
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Dutch art ever assembled for display in Australia.” Choke! Choke! $907 Not b... likely mate!

The exhibition mns until 11 Jan 1998 and is the last event connected with the de Viamingh uicentenmial, The
selection of paintings depict Dutch life at about the time the ex-fisherman was lurking on the west coast in 1696-7.
Several free lectures associated with the exhibition were scheduled, but only one is Ieft by the time vouread this,
Respected Fremantle manitime archacologist Jeremy Green will give a talk, Bound for disaster: The life and times on
board a Dutch East -Indiaman, 2 pm Sunday, 14 Dec in the Art Gallery theatrette. If vou feef like looking at the
pitchas, ten bucks will now get vou through the door with the peasants. There is a web site listed in the publicity
screed: www.artgallery. wa.gov.au./dutch/

HMAS Sydney - federal minister submerges

Federal Temitories Minister John Smith further fuelled speculation that the official conspiracy continues to keep
the truth from the Australian public over the WW2 loss of HMAS Sydney. In October he refused exhumation of a
grave on Christmas Island, widely believed by many historians and oceanographers to have been that of an Australian
sailor who survived the batte, but who perished during a long drift northward on a Carley float. Amongst his reasoms,
Smith said in a letter to the applicant, quoted in a WA Sunday Times report (Oct 12, 1997, p.51), that the evidence
presented failed to establish a sufficient link between the body and HMAS Sydney. 1 was also not satisfied that other
possible explanations, such as the possibility that the Carley float in which the deceased was found may have drifted
from Indonesian waters, had been eliminated "

What Mr Smith seems not to recognise is that a great deal of evidence relating to the Sydney affair is
circumstantial, due to the fact that present day histonians are obliged to deal with official evidence which is
inconclusive, or was assembled by persons in the past who were either incompetent, or participating in a deliberate
conspiracy to hide from the Australian public important matters surrounding the sinking. However the bulk of this
material, includmg recent oceanographic studies points to the body originating from the Sydney. Furthermore the
RAN medical records of one sailor tie in very neatly with ane of the original reports made on the body. The one matter
remaining which can pull it all together is an exhumation, of the correct body. Of course if the body has disappeared,
as some claims have suggested, then the mystery deepens. Regarding Mr Smith's decision, one has to ponder why he
would not wish o assist at every opportunity to assist in resolving the issue once and for all. Instead he has chosen o
cloud it in the tradition employed in the past.

The Editor wrote to Mr Smith on 13 October requesting clarification on some matters relating to his
pronouncements and a request for copies of media releases relating to the issue. The letter asked what was the basis of
his hypothesis that the body came from Indonesian waters, and had he taken advice from hydrographers or historians on
this? Because he said his decision was made in the national interest, would he please be more specific about wha this
was? Furthermore were there still any matters about the 194] sinking of HMAS Sydney which would not serve the
national interest by being discussed publicly? The Federal Territories Minister did not reply.

Meanwhile a government enquiry has commenced to enquire into the unresolved issues surrounding HMAS
Sydney. A small press advertisement on 11 Oct called for written submissions to be forwarded by 5 December. Terms
of reference and an information booklet were available from:

Ms Joanne Towner

Secretary, Defence sub-committes, HMAS Sydney enqguiry

Joint Standing Commitiée on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade
Farliament Howse, Canberra. ACT. 2600

Tasmanians vietims of ‘dumbing down’ syndrome?

In Tasmania one of the nations’s oldest corporations, the Van Diemen’s Land Company, albeit now owned by
Kiwis (since 1992) is undergoing some economic rationalisation. Apart from daning to flog off some of the Apple
Isle’s best agricultural grazing land for conversion into hobby farms, the accountants have discovered five an a half tons
of archives which relate to the company's operations since 1825. To the outrage of Tasmanian historians, (s
historically valuable collection is about to o on the market. A report in The Australian 22/10/1997, p.8 reckons the
documents will bring about a million dollars, which does not seem very much considering the umiqueness of the
collection.

The obvious solution i$ for the Tasmanian government to strike a deal with the company and place the documents
in the state archival collection so they will be accessible by visiting researchers from all over. They will never again
get the opportunity. Whether the Tassie politicians have the skill and foresight to do this remains to be seen. They
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need to remember that nch public archival collections, wherever they be. attract researchers from all over the world,
who bring with them lots of 583$ to stay in hotels etc. The ncher the collections, the greater the number of visitors.

Oz sailors save Patagonian toothfish - for a while

Following complaints by Australian fishing companies that foreigners were poaching stocks of Patagonian
toothfish from the territorial waters around Heard and McDonald Islands, the RAN sent its newest frigate HMAS Anzac
into the polar region to show the flag. This resulted in the arrest of two well-equipped vessels, which allegedly were
fishing illegally in Australia’s exclusive economic zone, The Belize registered Salvora and the Panamanian registered
Eliza Glacial were each boarded by armed ‘steaming parties’ of about 12 sailors who then sailed them the 4,000 or so
kilometres back to Fremanile. The oiler HMAS Westralia played an essential role in refuelling HMAS Anzac on the
way back.

Anstralian Authorities tried to keep the vessels and their crews from the public gaze by hiding them behind the
now fenced-off and almost defunct Fremantle Passenger Terminal. Perhaps becanse he had been obliged to guard the
south American crew for too long, one Australian Customs officer adopted a “banana republic” mentality and
vigarously threatened the editor for taking photographs from a dinghy. In fact, images of the vessels, and their crews
have appeared many times previously in the print media, and on TV. Inaddition, anyone on the thousands of
recreationsl and tourist vessels which pass close by also had the opportunity to take any number of photographs.

In the past, large fishing boats which have poached Australian waters have flown flags of convenience. Australian
authorities have traced ownership of some of these to Norwegian and Argentingan companies. An immediate question
raised by this incident was whether the crews and their expensive vessels would receive the same treatment as poarer
Asian fishers, who nsually are detained for long periods and then receive heavy fines and have their vessels destroved.

Matters did move more quickly. In mid-November the crews of Salvora and Eliza Glacial were given permission
to leave Austraha if they wished, but the two skippers were charged and appeared before a Perth magistrate on 21
November. They were remanded, and the Salvora allowed to gail the following day on the condition it retumn in time
for a future court appearance: A sateilite tracking device was attached to the vessel, More on this biz next issue.

WA history don gets nod from PM

Ata Parliament House dinner 24 November UW A historian, Associate Professor Tom Stannage received the
maugural Prime Minister’s award for University Teacher of the Year, and The Humanities Teaching Award, Federal
Educaton Minister David Kemp said it was the first time Australian university history teachers had been given this
sort of recognition. Accompanying the two awards was $75,000, which might come in handy for some books. Tom,
(& young 53) attributed his initial love of history and the complexity of the world's cultures to a diverse collection of
illustrated material in his father's personal library. Congratulatons from the AAMH,

Macassan fishers have “native title” argument to fish Oz waters rejected

Indonesian peasant fishermen have long known that Australia takes a dim view of them visiting Australian waters
without permission, and as a consequence over the past decade many “first offender” Indonesian vessels have been
confiscated and destroyed. Some skippers have been fined, and repeat offenders jailed. These arguably heavy-handed
actions by Australian authorities have brought criticism from one major Australian fishing operator, the Kailis Group,
which recently saw a vessel they provided as a goodwill gesture to one impoverished island community confiscated.
Interestingly the Kailis Group are one of the two Australian licensees anthorised to fish for the Patagonian toothfish,
and had brought pressure on the Australian Government o act over the Heard Island situation.

In November an Indonesian skipper, Mr Nasir and his ¢crew of four claimed in a Broome magistrate's court that
because they and their ancestors had traditionally fished the waters of northwest Australia for centuries they had a nght
to exemption from Australian fisheries laws.

According to a report in the West Australian (11/11/97 p.26), in his decision, Magistrate Colin Roberts ruled that
the Australian Fisheries Management Act (AFMA) was intended 10 extinguish forcign indigenous fishing rights in
Australian waters, furthermore, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOLT) between Australian and Indonesia set aside
areas within the Apstralian Fishing Zone (AFZ) where traditional Indonesian fishers conld operate, A claim that
AFMA was inconsistent with the Racial Discrimination Act was rejected by the magistrate.

Mr Nasir’s boat Kara Abadi , powered by one triangular sail, was apprehended by HMAS Geelong 10.7 nautical
miles outside the MOU boundary with fifty shark fins stashed amongst its ballast stones. His primary navigation



tools were a compass and a lead line. Freshly washed decks implied guilt of recent illegal fishing.

The magistrate said when he handed down his decision, long lines were used 1o catch the sharks and their fins had a
high commercial value. This was considered by him to be outside the scope of traditional fishing.

Such a view is inconsistent with anthropological opinion about such matters, and indeed is inconsistent with the
High Court’s Mabo decision, which clearly said there is no obligation for indigenous persons to maintain old
technology or methods in their pursuits,

Mr Nasir and his crew are nomadic Boju or “sea gypsy” people who originate from the island of Roti, which in
recent times has become known as the “island of widows" because so many men have been lost at sea. This is in no
small part due to provisions in the MOU which forbids traditional craft visiting Australian waters to carry modemn
navigation aids, or even motors.

Even so, Mr Nasir and his brother borrowed heavily by Roti standards (o purchase Kara Abadi at an equivalent of
A$270. His Australian lawyer, Mr Wally Goodlet told the editor that its destruction will effectively plunge the two
meninto alifetime of servitude. A philanthropic eroup raised sufficient funds for a Broome resident 1o 2o to Indonesia
to find the men's families and give them some survival money uniil the men were released. Mr Goodlet donated his
legal services, but for his trouble he has been the recipient of hate-mail from anonymous racists.

A week after his finding, the magistrate imposed a $3,000 fine (17 Nov.) and ordered confiscation of fishing
equipment. Unusually, an order 1o destroy the boat, held for the past 6 months at Willie Creek just north of Broome,
was not imposed. Tnstead it was stocked with food, towed over three days 380 km seawards to the edge of Australian
waters and with ils crew, released. Paul Weaver.

For further information on the long history of Indonesian fishers slong the northwest and north coast of Australia start with,
Macknight C. (1976). The vovage o Maregé, Macassan frepangers in northern Austratia. Metboume: MUP,

Boat people rules changed

The Refugee Review Commattee is now obliged to determine the status of asylum seckers within 46 days, In
1995 the limit was 190 days, but there were some examples of people being détained for much longer. Meantime
Coastwatch aireraft continue to detect vessels carrying numbers of Chinese boat people towards Ausiralia’s northern
coast. There is no indication the problem will decrease.

Research enquiries

The McKenzie family of Darwin are doing some family history and have been looking into the following voyages
to Australia: Orontes, Dec 1837, Oroya, 1907; Oriona, 1908. Also the coastal packet Grevhound, Jan 1851, This
vessel apparently did a man between Hobart, Geelong, Melbourne and Sydney, Anvone who would like 1o share
information can write to them at PO Box 627, Darwin, NT, 0801,

Sightings: archaeology stuff - free maritime book catalogue

The newsletter of the Maritime Archaeological Association of Victoria, Wreckings frequently carries short CESAYS
relating to current Australian and overseas maritime archacological activities. For example the August 1997 issue
contained an article about the purported wreck of Edward Teach's {Blackbeard) ship Queen Anne's Revenge, locatedoff
Beaufort Inlet in the USA. The September issue describes visits to several wrecks in the Geelong region, also a
descnption of a 1911 Adelaide barge, Kookaburra, which sank in the Murray River in 1965. The MAAV address is PO
Box 1114, South Melbourne: Vietoria. 3205,

Jean-Louis Boglio Maritime Books, PO Box 72, Currumbin, Qld. 4223 have supported the AAMH in the pasL
They have produced a new illustrated catalogue; free for the asking, Mr and Mrs Boglio also have a web page.
http:/iwww.ozemail.com.au/~boglio

Christmas presents for the discerning maritime historian

Christmas is migh and there is the dilemma of what sort of present to give the maritime historian. Come to think
of it, does any maritime historian actually get given anything maritime related, The editor would like to know. Baoks
are okay, but how about a really rare newspaper containing reports about the preparation of The First Fleet for Botany
Bay. Yep, such things actually survive, and several are available for sale at Muirs Old and Rare Books, Stirling
Highway, Nedlands. WA. (08 9386 5842) These are in astonishingly sood condition. Because of the rag-based paper,
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they look like they were printed vesterday, crisp and clear, but they are the genuine article. Mrs Muir senerously
allowed your editor to make notes etc. for passing on to AAMH members:

Fleet to Botany Bay delayed...A capital improvement will be miade in the Southern part of the new wordd: and our
ships which may hereafter sail in that quarter of the globe, may receive refreshments in greater plenty than from
the exhaulted soil of Europe. The Morning Post and Datly Advertiser 17/6/1787.

~.Captain Philips, Gevernor of Bolany Bay Settlement, took leave of the King ar St James.. (he) has
dicrelsionary power to land the Convicts at Bomny Bay, or Norfolk Island, or elsewhere, as he shall think
proper. He is ot particularly bound to Botany Bay... Jacksons Oxford Journal 6/6/1787.

-1t it faid that the fleet for Botany Bay, confifting of the Eolus frigate, two floops, three tranfports, and two
ftore ships, with two years provifions on board, will fail from Portfmouth within three weks at fartheft All the
Irith conviets have received orders to hold themselves in readinefs for being fent to the fleet destined for Bomny
bay_.about 1800 perfons will be fent abroad...s confiderable quantity of tovs, ribbons, and other trifling
articles, were put on board._Thefe things are defined for prefents to the natives, in order to preferve their
friendship, that they may live peaceably with the new fettiers. The Saulifbury and Winchester Journal,.,
4112/1786

Mariners be warned - Bafavia replica looms on lucrative Oz horizon

The Dutch built (1995) replica of Batavia, the ill-famed VOC vessel which was wrecked in the Abrolbos Group,
off the west coast of Australia in 1629, will be shipped to Sydney in late 1999 for a year-long showing.

Aficionados of Dutch maritime history were hoping the ship might come to WA, but the organisers are reported to
have told the WA state government this will not happen unless A$1.5 million is put up for transport casts. The
vessel is incapable of making the voyage because it is in essence, imseaworthy. It has no sails, and its rigeing has
little more than cosmetic value. As replicas go, it looks nice, but is a bit of a wus. The WA taxpayers quite rightly
expect value for money, but shelling out such a sum to pay for a glorified hulk to be brought here seems too much.
We can sure that in spite of any assistance there will be a tumnstile and a hefty admission charge,

Duyfken replica project gets financial boost

Australian PM John Howard and Dutch PM Wim Kok announced in Canberra 12 November that their governments
would each put $500,000 towards the Duyfken replica project in Fremantle. When completed, it is expectesd the vessel
will undertake a reenactment voyage from Holland to Cape York, then onwards to Sydney in time for the Olypmic
Game$,

Report from the Hunter Valley, AAMH Members’ Group

The Hunter Valley Members Group met four mes during 1996, in February, June, August and October. Two of
the meetings were informal discussions among those attending and the other two featured interesting presentations. One
of these was a paper given by Jack Geyer - “The State Dockyard and its Ships', and the other, a presentation of research
material and discussion by industrial archaeologist Peter Fenwick and historian Cynthia Hunter, on two projects, one a
survey of past ship building sites in the Hunter Valley, and the other, a survey of the Morpeth Wharves. Morpeth was
a river port, at the limit of navigation of the Hunter River, from first settlement until the 1940s, and once had
commercial and private wharves lining the river bank for about two kilometres. Very litde physical evidence remains
today of these structures. Both these historical and archaeological surveys are funded, for the most part, by the Heritage
Office of NSW. Additionally, in September, members were invited by the Institute of Marine Engineers to hear a
research paper on the Liberty Ships, presented at one of their meetings.

The group did not continue meetings during 1997, One reason for this was the additional commumity activities
throughout the year generated by the '1997 Bicentenary'. Two hundred years ago, in September 1797, Licut. John
Shortland had been sent north from Sydney in pursuit of escaped convicts. Sailing in an armed whaleboat, he and s
crew entered ariver estuary on 9 September. This event marks the official European discovery of the Hunter River, and
its coal. Many festivals' events and performances have been held in Newcastle throughout the year. Those events with a
maritime focus include the Australian Historical Association's anmual conference, The River', held at Newcastle
Customs House, in late September. Papers were not confiried to only maritime topics, as the title at first suggests/

Another 1997 Bicentenary project with which the writer has been involved during the last two vears is the
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publication of six monographs on selected themes of Hunter Valley history. Six authors have been commissioned to
write these histories. One of these works, researched and written by Canberra historian Dr Susan Marsden, focuses on
‘Life on the Waterfront' and explores the almost 200 years of harbour building at Newcastle, and waterside life and
work. Oral histories contribute greatly to the interest of this monograph. The six histories should be published by early
1998. Dr Marsden has also been commissioned by Port Waratah Coal Services to write a history of coal loading in the
Port of Newcastle. This too, is to mark the 1997 Bicentenary, and will be published next year.

The Hunter Valley Group deeply regrets the death eardier in the vear of Peter Fenwick. Peter attended several of our
meetings in 1995 and 1996, and spoke about his archaeclogical work on several interesting sites, including the State
Dockyard, and the former Honeysuckle rallway and whasfage land on the southern shore of the harbour which is
presently undergoing redevelopment.

Recently, Capt Jack Campbell's death occurred. Jack was a member of AAMH and had artended almost all of the
Group's meetings. He almost always brought to the meetings several items from his fascinating collection of maritime
memorabilia, These always stimulated interesting discussion. Last year, Dr Marsden interviewed Jack, who worked for
many years in the dredge service, for the "Life on the Waterfront’ book and some of his expeniences are included therein,
Cynthiza Hunter.

Steam Navigation in Eastern Australia, 1831 - 1850: Agent of Change.

In our March newsletter it was noted Cynthia Hunter had successfully completed her masters thesis under the above
title, at the University of Newcastle. It is with pleasure that we reproduce the abstract:

Steam powered shipping was introduced to the coast and rivers of New South Wales in 1831. By then, this
mnovation was more than twenty years old in Enrope and America This thesis evaluates the sequence of events that led
to the introduction to the colony of this techmological victory and the related industrial ventures essential to its ongoing
success. The several people whose capabilities determined these achievement are made known and considered in the
context of their ime.

The progression of related events that followed 1831 in addition to the stimulus 1o colonial ship building and
engineering, for example, the benefits stemming from port establishment and the impulse given fo settlement,
agriculture, industrialisation, marketing. trade, further investment and business competition, enable a detailed
exploration of the argument that steam navigation was indeed an 'Agent of Change’ for the evolving Australian society.
The complementary roles of free enterprise and the colonial government representing Imperial and public interest, have
been reveuled through the sequential implementation of this costly venture.

The thesis has critically evaluated the interplay of several diverse personalities themselves, within the changing
economic climate they did much to create but were unable to control. The tactics adopted by these path-finders are not
unfamiliar to chservers of contemporary economic strategies.

The Hunter Valley, the source of foresiry, agricultural and mineral wealth for the metropolitan area and its people,
bolds an historic position as the early destination for safe and reliable steam shipping. The Hunter Valley was,
therefore, among the first regions o be significantly changed by steam shipping and its necessary accampaniments -
enginesring work shops, coal supplies, and related agencies. The expertise gained from the imitial service to the Hunter
Valley was in turn tramsferred to other, more remote, destinations,

Cynthia Hunter has recently had a book published on another subject, The 1827 NewCastle Notebook and Letiers af
Lieutenant William 5. Coke, HM 30th Regimenr. In 1827, Lieut Coke was a voung officer in charge of the military
detachment stationed at Newcastle This was part of his three year sojourn with his Regiment in NSW. The convicts who
worked on various public works, such as Nobbys Breakwater, coal mining, and maintaining government buildings, were under
the charge of Lieut Coke and his soldiers. The period was a time of great social change in Neweastle, a5 civil administration
was gradually taking over from the military command of the penal years, The personal notebook and letters describe Coke's
day-by-day life in Newcastle; his duties, the coming and going of semtlers between Newcastle and their farms, the weather, the
cost of living, and many other details. Coke's interest in and positive interaction with the lower Hunter Aboriginals i3 one of
the highlights of the work. Available direct the author: Box 536, Raymond Termce. MSW. 2324, Price is $30.00, plus 53
post.

Many tall ships coming to Sydney and Hobart

In late January and early February more than 80 tall ships from around Australia, Canada, Britain, Indonesiz,
Mexico, New Caledonia, Russia and Vanuatu are expected to visit Sydney, then sail on to Hobart in an event called
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Tall Ships Australia 1988, sponsored by the NSW and Tasmanian
povernments. A spectacular parade of sail will occur on Sydney
Harbour on Australia Day, 26 January, and at Hobart on 8 February,
Ships participating will include the 108m long Palladaand Nadezhda
from Russia, a %0m barque Cumuhzemoe from Mexico, and a 58m
barquentine Dewa Ruci from Indonesia. Australian vessels are
expected woinclude Young Endeavour and Sir Thomas Sppwith from
Sydney, Windeward Bowund, Lady Nelson, Rhona H, Denvent Hunter
and Defender from Tasmania, One and All from South Australia,
Schooner Enterprise from Victona and South Passage from Brishane.
Selected ships will be open to the public and there will be many
shoreside activities. The event celebrates the bicentenary of the first , .
circummavi gation of Tasmania by explorers George Bass and Matthew Tall ship Comuhopmig (Mexjeo)
Flinders; the tenth anniversary of the opening of Darling Harbour in Sydney; and the United Nations International Year
of the Ocean. Information hotlines: Sydney 1 900 140 1539, Hobart 1 800 675 687.

HMAS Collins - a visit by the Ed.

In November the RAN allowed the public on board the pride of their submarine fleet, HMAS Collins, which is now
based near Fremantle at HMAS Stirling. Your editor joined the quene o see what all the money had been spent o,

Of course not all parts of the boat were open 10 inspection but what was painfully obvious was that if there was space
to be had, the designers found something with which to fill it. Cables, optical and otherwise lined the walls and
ceilings, and panels of equipment abounded. Without exaggeration, the inside of a Collins subis chockers full of
electronic stuff, with just enough room left between it for humans to move about.

Food quality has probably always been important to RAN submariners and this boat carries three cooks. According to
one the favourite fare of the crew is chicken, chicken, chicken, all served up in various guises with the help of an
abundant sclection of pre-prepared oriental herbs and spices. | remember once reading that the favourite fare of WW2
submariners was chips and eggs, and while chips are still occasionally served to our modern matelots, the carbohydrate
staple is now apparently rice. (Goes well with the chicken.)

When the Collins was laumched a few years back, the spin doctors had quite a bit to say about a small gymnasium
which was included in the sub’s layout. Well this was removed a couple of months ago and there are two versions as
to why. The first was that if anyone was o foolish enough to actually use the stuff, sensitive enemy listening devices
would hear the puffing and grunting, not to mention the whirr of the exercise bike. The second version was that all the
exercise equipment became a dust hazard through total lack of use by the sailors and was removed to make room for
more important equipment, and a couple more crew berths, which for more than a few of the chicken loving crew, seem
to be petting smaller and smaller. PW,

Titanic news

Perhaps no 20th century mantime disaster has received as much atiention as
the sinking of the Titanic, and perhaps also, Australian school children know
more about it than any other facit of maritime history because it is regularly
included in history class assignments. There have been several dramatic
movies, and another is soon to be released. There have also been some
excellent documentaries, including one by the National Geographic Magazine
since the wreck was located in 1985,

Roadshow Distributors are releasing a totally new two part documentary for
domestic purchase called Titanic, The Investigation begins - Anatomy of a
disaster. Part one deals with the attempt to salvage a section of the ship's
hull, with spectacular underwater images. Part two conducts an analysis of the
disaster with amazingly clear images of the ship and damaged hull. The boxed set of two videos are available for nnder
550 from video retailers,

What ship is this?
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The lessons from Noah’s Ark - a short essay

It seems astonishing that a subject like Noah's Ark could generate such anginsh and bitterness as has occurred in a
series of Australian court battles between Professor Ian Plimer from Melbourne University and Sydney church elder Dr
Allen Roberts. With every civil court case there is usually a loser, and sometimes a winner, In this case the winners
have been the lawyers. So that is the first important lesson from this popular Bible story.

The Bible contains much of interest to the maritime historian and the story of Noah and his ark is just one of
several. Even today, for many people the story is taken as the literal truth and no amount of scientific argument can
dissuade them from this belief. For others the story can to be true as myth, even if it is obvious no human could ever
build a vessel to take a representative pair of every species on the planet. Another way of viewing the story is asa
metaphor, which I quite like, that planet Earth is actually the ark, adrift on the ocean of space. The scientific viewpoint
is less exciting; that there is no verifiable evidence that Noah's ark existed. The recent Australian legal battle has been
essentially one between science and creationism, with neither party appearing to give any leeway to the other. It has
been the path 1o much unhappiness, with an apparent inability of both parties to recognise a middle ground.

The Book of Genesis in the Old Testament recounts a great flood, and how a large boat or ark built by Noah (o
ensure survival of the world's species eventually came to rest on the slopes of Mount Ararat in Eastern Turkey, Indeed
there is a large boat shaped geological formation on its slopes which would seem to have provided the core focus of
this belief, and there was a great flood too, world wide, although not all over the world. This commenced as the planet
emerged from the late Pleistocene about 13,000 years ago, and the associated global warming cansed significant rises in
ocean levels. On the basis of Australian archaeological research, it has been proposed by archaeologists such as Hallam
that the flooding in Australia could probably have been measured horizontally in meters per day and that temitorial
disruption for humans would have occurred on a major scale, possibly within the span of a single generation. In the
Light of such rapid environmental change it has been presumed people living along the coast would have had to quickly
revise their survival strategies, both in exploitation of available species, and in their sociopolitical reconciliation with
other groups.

A good example of significant flooding exists on the south coast of WA near Esperence. The marine transgression
formed the Recherche Archipelago, and various islands are sprinkled with stone artifacts of people who ranged there in
the late Pleistocene. Similar events happensd elswhere, including in Bass Strait. In consideration of an estimate that
the ocean advanced 69 km between 13,000 BP and 10,000 BF near Esperence this can be equated to an average
movement inland of about 23 metres per year. On the easter seaboard the ocean level is estimated to have risen by
about 10-15mm per year between about 10,000 and 6,000 years ago, with the rate of inland incursion dependent on
topography. The current ocean levels on the Australian coast stabilised only in the mid-Holocene about 5-6000 years
ago.

There are lessons in Aboriginal anthropology as 1o how the Noah story might have evolved. In the past, society,
myth and the Jandscape were inseparable. Supernatural beings manifesied in unusual physiography and their imaginary
heroic deeds were related in myth. The word imaginary needs to be used with caution, becanse for the believers the
myth is record of their particular reality. Even so the longevity of such myth is determined by its relevance to the
group. The continuing existence of the phenomena is fundamental to the maintenance of the belief. When the post-
Pleistocene flooding of the Australian coastline wok place, the mythology connected to the now-submerged landscape
lostits relevance. While Aborigines have roamed the continent perhaps in excess of 40,000 vears, most, if not all
coastal Aboriginal mythology recorded today appears 1o have been generated since the mid-Holocene, when ocean levels
stabilised. While there are some stories which appear to relate to the mid-Holocene, many are far more recent. This is
because Aboriginal myth has always been subjeet to revision and alteration o suit the circumstances of its tellers.
Maintenance of it is tied to cultural relevance.

S0 in locking at the Noah story we can see that there is a physical representation of a boat-like shape in the
geological landscape, and apparently its size corresponds with the dimensions quoted in the Bible. Someone must have
measured it in the past and endeavoured to provide a plausible explanation. There was indeed aflood or marine
incursion, although it took place on the coastines, not on the high slopes of Mount Ararat. It is an important detail
scientifically, but not necessarily to the myth makers, whose efforts required cultural relevancy, and it seems, a degree
of incredulity. The recording of the myth on parchment has ensured its survival to the present, which for same stll,
makes it urefutable, Paul Weaver

&i;larkrfy Newsletter - The Awstralian Assocktion for Maritime Hictory is compiled nnd edited by Panl . Weaver, 23 Waddell Road, Falmyvra,
estern Australia 6157, Duting 1998 newslwetters are expected to be ready for the printer on 30th days of February, May, August and
Movember. Material for inclusion should be sent direet to the editor well prior tothis date. Enclose stamped addressed envelope for retum of
material
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