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The date for the Annual General Meeting is set for 730 pm. 29 October 1997 at TAFE Maritime Centre, Fleet
Street, Fremantle. Guest speaker Michael Young to follow. (See article on Indies Society, p. 13) The meeting
agenda will be mailed out,

Aboriginal maritime history - its time

In April this year the first Aboriginal claim to an area of ocean under the Native Title Act came imder
scrutiny of the Federal Court in a special sitting held at Croker Island, located 200km northeast of Darwin. The
historic claim, originally lodged in 1994, encompassed Croker (Manggurldalgg), Copeland (Barlambyi), Mcluer
(Infurranggan), Oxley (Manburrwa), Valencia (Warldanggayin), New Year (Gurrmur! and Darch (Guriggi)
Islands, and involved seven distinct groups of people: Mandilarri-ldugif, Mangalara, Muran, Gadurra, Minaga,
MNeavndjagar and Mavorram.

As with Abongines elsewhere on the continent, people in this region have totemic affiliation with the many
things available to them, and with the many observable phenomena extant within their local envirtonment, How
people relate to each other, and to the species they exploit is Targely defined by moiety and totemic obligations,
and all the natural things they enjoy have an incontrovertible relationship to the ommipresent spiritual ancestors.
Totemic affiliation can be equated with stewardship and an obligatory relationship might apply to fish, birds,
insects, reptiles, marsupials, or plants, with species being allocated to particular moiety divisions. Maintaining
this matrix of beliefs is essential to the customary law and in turn the well-being of all groups, and is certainly
oot confined to temrestrial locations. Sacred sites have long existed in the water and on the sea bed, aud are in
some respects for Aboriginal people thought of as extensions of the self. When a site is damaged by insensitive
actions of outsiders, or people are prevented from addressing itin their accustomed manner they suffer anxiety
which can eventually manifest in physical ill-health and social disharmony.

Because the Aboriginal history of the marine environment has been in the oral tradition there is a tendency
for skeptics and opponents of the Aboriginal Land Rights movement to be dismissive about it. For them it is
ag if there is no Aboriginal maritime history, and rights over the maritime resources which have been exploited
well prior to colonization are pushed aside in the interests of economic progress. In this process Aborigines
have largely been excluded from a share in the subsequent large scale commercial exploitation which has
occurred, but they have been obliged to share the pollution, damage to recfs and general disruption to their
lifestyles by outsiders, Paul Weaver Recommended reading: Land Rights News. Various editions.

Jaques-Yves Cousteau 1910-1997

The AAMH notes the passing of pioneer French diver Jaques-Yves Coustean, who died after a debilitating
bout of influenza in Paris on 25 June. aged 87.

One of France's most respected citizens, be experienced the pleasures of underwater exploration from zn early
age in Lake Harvey, Vermont during 1920. In 1930 he joined the French Naval Academy, then during WW2
served with the French Resistance, eventually receiving The Legion of Honour, France s highest award.
Following the war he became a member of a group of recreational divers at Toulon. He is jointly credited with
Emile Gagnan as the inventor of the compressed-air aqualung. In the 1950s some of his films had cinema
release in Australia. The 1956 feature film Le Monde du silence or Silent World won an Academy Award, and



significantly for this country encouraged many young Australians to go underwater. He took another Osear in
1964 for World withour sun.

Coustean later became widely known for his series of books and more than 70 television flme about the
underwater world. While all these films were of universal interest, several related directly to Australia:
Australia: The last barrier (1989), Out west, down under (1990), Australia: A continent at odds (1990), Awstralia:
A continent of dreams (1991), Tasmania: Australia s awakening island (1991),

Most of this work was carried out from an ex-minesweeper Calypse , which he had converted to a floating
labaratory in 1950. The vessel sank near Singapore last year, but has been salvaged and taken to France where it
15 being restored for exhibition. State-of-the-art Calypse I is already under construction and Coustean was
intending (o use it next year in a study of India’s Ganges River.

In the post-war years he became increasingly disturbed by the pressure on the global marine environment
through pollution and intensive exploitation of species, founding the conservation orientated Cousteau Society
in the USA. In 1997 he becamne a joint recipient of the United Nations” Environmental Prize, In 1995 he
eventually joined the international protests against French nuclear bomb testing in the Pacific.

Through television, he has entered most Australian homes and won an adonng public. Significantly he has
helped to generate an awareness in Australia that the maritime environment was worthy of much closer scientific
examination and not simply another resource 1o be exploited.

The words of the John Denver song stand as fitting testimony to one of France's most famous sons:

Sail on a dream, on a crystal clear water
In search of the answers of the questions unknown. .,
Hi Calypso, I sing to your spinit...
Light up the darkness and show us the way...
Here on the land we must leam from the sea...
Hi Calypso, I sing to your spinit,
To the men who have served you so long and so well,

o Panl Weaver,

Vasco da Gama arrives in Fremantle

On 28 June a memorial 1o Vasco da Gama was unveiled on the Fremantle &
Esplanade, just a musket shot from the Maritime Museum and the several fish and ﬁ 7
chip shops. The event mmediatel y raised the ire of local purists who correctly
pointed out that the nearest the Portuguese sailor came to the region was when he
visited India in May 1498 So why Fremantle? Well it seems there is a sizable
Pormguese element in the Fremantle Council electorate who feel their maritime
history has taken something of a back seat considering all the attention given of
late to other European nationalities such as the Dutch, French and British. An
inference was made in the local press that the placement of the memorial was little
more than a ransparent attempt to cultivate local council votes, however support |
of the project has also come from the state government and Curtin University's
Indian Ocean Centre, So who is this da Gama fellow? Not a very nice person it
seems, in fact a bit of a bastido in the behavioural sense if the writings of others
are to be believed. Earier European writers generally say he was willingly
‘assisted” by Arabs in his push to India, however in more recent interpretations it £
sezms they might have ‘volunteered’ their services to the portly infidel under some Vasmda Gama
sort of duress. Indeed da Gama acquired an unenviable record of slanghter during [gn his pﬂ:ﬁ?j
his travels, although his supporters are quick to point out that his countrymen e
who followed in his tracks a few vears later were [ar worse,

Viamingh Memorial causes upset

For the past thirty years a memorial to the 1696 visit of Willem de Vlamingh has overlooked the Indian Ocean a
couple of kilometres narth of Fremantle. The structure had its admirers (it must have for it to be approved in the
first place) however the creation of what appeared 1o be a Stonehenge inspired assemblage of concrete water



pipes and other industrial cast-offs generated a view that the materials might have been better utilised as rubhle
forabreakwater, Apparently beneath the site is a massive concrete bunker constructed during WW2 in
association with the adjacent Fremantle-Cocus Island submarine cable station, and this was conveniently utilised
as the foundation. It was built to last. Since then the local purists have been at work and developed
hypothesises that the memorial was sited in the wrong location. One opinion is that it should have been located
a kilometre or so further south at Leighton Beach, while another is that it should have been a couple of
kilometres further north at the mudists’ Swanbourne Beach. Needless to say some blood pressures are rising. If
the editor needs to fill some space in future editions he will keep readers posted on any exciting developments.

Hong Kong gets the gong

Australian sailors, particularly those in the RAN referred fondly to the Pearl of the Orient port Hong Kong
as Honkers, and one suspects more than a few Oz sailors have revelled at various times in its reputed dens of
miquity. Similarly many generations of bar girls have probably persuaded the matelots to buy them an
exorbitantly priced non-aleoholic Hong Kong tea while the sailors got plastered on the real stuff.

In what has been labelled as “The greatest Chinese takeaway,” the island of Hong Kong and its British
colonial environs were resumed by the Chinese Government at miduight on 30th June. Could it be those
haleyon days have come to an end? In a display of anachronistic fervour at a formal ball few nights earlier,
thousands of inebriated British expatnates belatedly chorused, “Rule Britannia, Britannia rules the waves.” while
the last Governor wiped nostalgic tears from his eyes. The message seemed to be that the Chinese were a lot of
ungrateful wretches for sending them all packing, just when the place had become so prosperous.

Hong Kong provides rich material for the maritime lustorian. In an attempt to better understand what was
happening in June to this Chinese island, which so many British and Australian people have called home, your
dutiful editor delved into a few nineteenth ceatury sources and came up with some interesting ohservations on the
Chinese and the Hong Kong of the past:

Once known as Hiang-Kiang (the place of sweel water streams), Hong Kong is one of a small cluster of
islands located in the eastern portion of the estuary of the Chu-Kiang or Canton River These islands were long
known by Portuguese mariners as the Landrones or “thieves” on account of the piratical nature of the
inhabitants. The islands have extremely irregular, sometimes granitic coastlines which provide sheltered deep
anchorages. The best of these for sailing ships in the nineteenth century was Hong Kong Roads adjacent to
Victoria, and offered firm holding ground between 5 and 9 fathoms deep.

British possession of Hong Kong was claimed by Captain Elliot in 1839 during the Chinese War and
confirmed by the Treaty of Nankin in 1842. The island and its dependencies were constituted as a Crown Colony
by a Charter dated 5 April 1843, Kowloon Peninsular was ceded by the Treaty of Tientsin in 1861. Strict
British rule was applied through a governor and small executive council and legislative coungil, both composed
of senior officials and persons nominated by the Crown on the recommendation of the governor. Aside from
Japanese occupation between 194] and 1945
this undemeocratic situation was rigorously -
maintained until 1984 when it was realised the
colony would have 1w be handed back to
China. Throughout the nineteenth and early
part of the twentieth century the British harely
trusted the local populace and the streets were
guarded by a strong force of Indian Sepoys,
with a cufew applving to all Chinese after
8pm. The history of the colony has always
been marked by a strong military presence.
When agreement was ratified in 1984 between
Brtan snd China on the “Basic Law™
conditions which would prevail after the 1997
hamdover, Britain maintained one British and
four Ghurkha infantry batialions, plus various land and marnitime support units,

With its significant maritime traffic, Hong Kong has traditionally been a conduit for Chinese immigration
all over the globe. A regular passenger service between HK and Sydney was established as long ago as 1875, but
as most Australian historians know, other Australian destinations esisted. For example in 1876 no fewer than
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8325 Chinese departed Hong Kong for Queensiand.

The final handover received wide coverage in the Australian media, with much of the Australian television
coverage being taken from the BBC. The transition was relatively smooth although a small segment of the
population continued to voice dissent over their changed sitnation, In the meantime much of the populace has
heen obliged to contend with significant monsoonal floods. For HK some things never change, Paul Weaver

Help Requested

Shetland Islander Joseph Kay writes to let us know that he is researching the 4 masted steel barque Earl of
Dunmore, built at Greenock (on Clyde) during
1891. This 2287 ton vessel came under command of E e
his ancestor Captain Thomas Kay for its first twelve : T
years, making many trips between Britain and
Aunstralia. One widely reported incident ocowred in
1903 when the ship canght fire at Rose bay with 40
tons of explosives aboard. Concerted efforts by the
crew and Sydney authorities extinguished the fire,
but the ship suffered extensive damage which was
repaired at a Sydney shipyard. Captain Kay is also
kmown to have commanded Sophia B. Luboo?

{ Lathrs? ) amd another four masted barque, Falls of
Gerry, which underwent a major repair job at Sydney
following salvage in 1900. Captain Kay regarded Australia as his island home, Prior to taking command of
Earl of Dunmore, from 1879 he been a Sydney pilot. His son T.A.D. Kay worked for the Sydney Customs
Service. The graves of both men are located in Wavedy Cemetery, Sydney.

Their descendant Joseph has been building a scale model of Earl of Dunmore for the past five vears and is
interested in discovering the name of the shipyards, and acquiring copies of clear photographs of any these
vessels operating in Australian waters. He has some photos from old Sydaey papers so any persons who are
interested in helping would are advised to contact him first. The Address is: 18 Tripwell, Brough, Walsay,
Shedand - ZE29AFP., Scotland. UK.

Meanwhile Norman Broad is researching Blenkeim which carned emigrants between Plymouth and Morton
Bay in 1857. He has located a pix of a Blenheim in the London lustrated News Vol. 13 p. 101. Is this the
same ship? If not, does anyone know of another illustration of the emigrant ship Blenheim? He also wishes to
know if it 18 the same vessel which was engaged in transportation of convicts to VDL in 1848-57. Norman has
tried without success to locate a copy of a diary written by E. Chapman which is mentioned in Log of Logs. I
any member can belp, Norman's address is 113 Doodts Rd. Ballazat, Vie. 3350,

Calling all lighthouse lovers

ET (Ray) Raison of Point Lonsdale, Victoria has written an account of the history of lighthouses at
Queenscliff and Point Lonsdale, Victoria. Lighthouses at Port Philip Heads briefly describes how the sites were
chosen, the processes of awarding contracts, types of materials nsed and various dimensions. The completion of
the structures, the first in 1843 at Shortland Bluff (Middle Head) did not realise expectations. The locally
quarried sandstone was too soft and structural problems quickly became apparent, and mariners camplained that
the light was too dim. Ray has collated the series of modifications which followed, including the erection of
basalt replacements. Of interest is that with the commencement of the gold rushes the anthorities considered
Port Philip was vulnerable to possible attack by privateers and the holding of Melbourne to ransom. As a result
batteries of guns were mnstalled at Williamstown and Sandridge. The author has listed the names of the many
men who served as lightkeepers in the region. The booklet is well referenced and paves the way for more detailed
research and commentary on the many interesting subjects which are, because of the size limitations of the
booklet, only brefly addressed  Numercus photographs and maps accompany the text. The neatly presented
work, (24 pages in a stiff card cover) is available to AAMH membess for only $2.50 (post included) from
Cueenscliff Historical Publications, 14 Thompson St, Point Lonsdale, 3225,



Ningaloo surprise

The history of Western Australia is remarkable for its numerous landings by mariners of many nationalities
over at least 318 years, several dozens prior to settlement in 1829, In most cases thev were brief visitations
where the individuals sought water and provisions, and in the occasional nstance, contact with the indigenous
population. Many mariners also perished as a result of spectacular shipwrecks.

The latest chapter in unscheduled landings along this stretch of coast occurred in early July when a group of
St Lankan men were foumd by amateur fishermen on an isolated section of coast after allegedly being dropped off
by a Taiwanese fishing vessel. Newspaper reports claimed Australian authorities were alerted beforehand that a
511 Lankan group was on its way but failed to detect the illegal entry. Neither was the vessel subsequently
located. The 511 Lankans were taken to the Port Headland detention centre and have since been deported. The
group landing is believed to have been the most southerly yet and marks another nationality being involved in
Australia’s *Asian boat people” history, which initially commenced as a result of the Vietnam War  Hot on the
heals of thislatest event came the news that the Federal Government has cut spending on the Australian Federal
Police budget for Western Australia by 16 percent. Australia is currently experiencing a major problem with
heroin and unprecedented numbers of young Australian dying from overdoses, Much of this drug is believed w be
entering Ausiralia through clandestine shipping activity along the isolated sections of the Western Australian
coast. For some, the real surprise about the Ningaloo incident was that it was actually discovered. Undoubtedly
there is potentially rich material on the above subjects awaiting the attention of maritime historians.

Big British fleet visits Freo

There has been no confirmation that a secret olfactory device on board British warships enabled the crews of
several to better find the fish and chup shops of Fremantle, however more that a few pale skinned jolly Jack Tars
were seen tucking into the greasies after they took some R&R in early July. A nuclear sub, HMS Trenchant,
spearheaded a 10 vessel task force which descended on the port for 10 days following the British eviction from
Hong Kong on 30 June. As with many navy vessels, Trenchent bears the name of an illustrious predecessor. Its
former namesake sank the Japanese heavy eruiser Ashipara in the Banka Strait near Sumatra in 1945, This was
the largest warzhip sunk by a BN sub in WW2,

Centrepiece of the visiting fleet was the aircraft carmier HMS [Hustrious which arrived 14/7/1997 at Victoria
Quay in the centre of the port. Not so illustnious was the vast cloud of smoke which enveloped the vessel as it
entered harbour and continued to be emitied for a half hour or more. Onlookers were bemused  see a high
ranking officer carry out a dockside inspection of the vessel with a telescope tucked under his arm. Apparently
telescopes are still standard issue in the kit of flag officers in the British Navy. That other symbol of RN life,
the daily tot of rum has long gone, however following the Hong Kong handover Pnnce Charles anthorised a tot
for each man and woman in the fleet Vessels from the US and Canada amived the same week providing the
largest assemblage of warships at Fremantle since WW2. Several submarines, nuclear and conventional, berthed
at the special RAN submarnine facility at HMAS Srirling, on nearby Garden Island. Other vessels visited
Bunbury.

Mars and maritime history

When one thinks about it, the jargon of space exploration is sprinkled with nantical phases and perhaps this
should not be surprising. In the early days the Americans depended heavily on the cooperation of the US navy
for supply of Astronants and more importantly for the recovery of capsules and men obliged 1o “splash down” in
the oceans. On a lesser scale the Soviels also used the north eastern Indian Ocean for recovery operations, but
most of their operations took place over Soviet lands. In the early days of the US space program one rocket
design was code named Dolphin. Long before any of these events science fiction writers had ensured that space
travellers would voyage in ‘space ships’ or ‘space craft.” Tt could be argued train buffs scored a victory with the
term space “stations’, because the name was in use in comics well pror to the real thing, However it scems
“cargo ships” will forever continue to *dock’ in space stations like Mir, a procedure carried out 80 times so far.

Many people would recognise the words astronaut and cosmomnaut are spinoffs from the mythical Argonauts
who sailed the ancient seas with Jason. The maritime influence is also apparent in the contiming shuttle
programme, with Columbia, and Endeavowr being couple of the names which come to mind. Both of these
names had also been nsed in the Apollo moon expeditions, as had the name, Yankee Clipper. Not surprisingly,

3



all were supervised by Commanders.

Even the extra-terrestrial destinations have a strong nautical link, need we say more about Neptine. When
the interplanetary probes such as Voyager and Viking came along, the conceptof ‘deep’ space crept into the
lexicon of the general public and scientists alike. Ten other interplanctary probes caried the code name of
Mariner.

Those of us old enough to have witnessed the landings of humans on the moon would certainly recognise
the significance of the Sea of Tranquillity, and of course there are many other ‘seas’ and ‘mers” dotting the Tunar
surface, sadly none of them with any water or fishes.

In a blaze of publicity on the 4th of July this year the US Jet Propulsion Laboratory dropped a another
exploratory probe on Mars, a couple of decades after the Viking devices determined that the ‘canals’ on the red
planet were no more than geological formations.

Following the successful July landing in the Ares Vallis Plain, the robot ‘rover’ left its ‘mother ship” and
almost immediately began sending pictures back to earth. Ever on the lovkout for water, one youthful NASA
scientist almost as rapidly declared to the world that some stratification apparent on a distant hill was evidence
that Mars had been flooded, not once, but several times in the distant past. Another young spokesperson claimed
it was obvious to anyone some rounded rocks they could see had been transported to where they lay by water
Nevertheless a jagged piece of rock in the foreground and close to the lander became the first serious target of the
NASA scientists’ attention and was given the code name ‘Bamacle Bill" after the sailor of dubious reputation. In
an atlempt Lo explain to the lay public the technology being utilised for the examination of BB, an X-Ray device
on & uncharacteristically named small robot vehicle Sojourner was likened in appearance toa ‘can of mma.” It
seems the X Generation at JPL could just not help itself in maintaining the nautical theme. There must be more
tocome, Paul Weaver

Newest Oz warship welcomed on station by Australian war heroine.

On 29 August Australia’s newest warship HMAS Anzac amived in WA where it will be based at HMAS Stirfing.
Anzac is the third RAN vessel to camy the name, At 3,600 tonnes it is the first of ten of this state-of-the-art
design to be built in Australia. Guest of honour when the ship arrived was Mrs Vivian Statham (Bullwinkle)
who was the sole survivor of the Japanese massacre of Australian nurses from the ferry Vyner Brooke, sunk in
1942 near Banka Island, That story is related in the acclaimed film Paradise Road, released last year.

UK Naval strategy expert addresses AAMH members at Fremantle

Professor Geoffrey Till from the UK Joint Services Command and Staff College at Greenwich addressed WA
members al @ meeting arranged at short notice in Fremantle for 10 July at the Fremantle TAFE Maritime Centre,
en-roule to a conference on naval power held in Canberra 17-18 July.

In a talk titled “Maritime power in the twentieth century” Professor Till diseussed some of the peaple who
had influenced the thinking of naval strategists this century. First was American Alfred Thayer Mahan, who
from a study originating with the Punic Wars concluded that maritime activity has repeatedly had a significant
revalutionary effect upon the civilised worldd., Brush writer Sir Julian Corbett, drawing upon Moloyens,
developed the view that a strong fleet and army operating in conjunction would prove to be the bulwark of a
nation and this was in many respects to become the British way of warfare. As part of this the mm was to
secure the seaways, endeavour to avoid direct conflict on the confinent, instead encouraging allies to provide
appropriale land power. At the turn of the century MacHinden foresaw that rapid technological changes would
mevitably enable land forces to dominate. Maintaining a technological advantage for navies was a significant
problem through the first half of the twentieth century and WW?2 forced an abandonment of Corbet's ideas. In
this, the fall of Smgapore to the Japanese Army is regarded at one of Britain’s greatest military disasters.

By 1945 a line of thought had developed amongst strategists in Britain that, in the event of serious conflict,
it would be expedient fo attack ports with nuclear weapons rather that employ the traditional methods such as
blockade and patrol. Nuclear attacks would, it was thought, also have the dual advantage of destroying civilian
morale.

The “cold war™ era was a ime when navies grew and flounished, The thinking of Soviet Navy chief Certai
Gorshov (1956-85) was a significant influence on this. Even so fears developed amongst strategic thinkerson
the difficulty of the navy coping with the ever increasing flood of technology, and that cheaper ways might well
be found in the greater development of air power.



With the winding down of the cold wa.r the risk to Britain has by no means been diminished, and neither 13
the importance of a strong navy. The very expensive Trident submarine nuclear deterrent is still considered by
Conservatives and the new Labour government as essential to British security. Apparently the best way to
operate a nuclear deterrent is from beneath the oceans, Professor Till concluded that navies remain essential in
maintaining authority over claimed seas, for example over fishing rights and where mineral oil or gas extraction
activities oceur. Furthermore those such as maintained by Britain provide a unique instrument for diplomacy
inasmuch as they were effectively utilised to consolidate goodwill between frendly nations, but remained as a
formidable deterrent to nations less amicably disposed. Nevertheless because of Britain's preoccupation with its
own interests, Professor Till warmed that Australia should not formulate its maritime defence strategies with the
expectation of receiving outside assistance.

The talk was well attended by local AAMH members who afterwards had the opportunity to quiz Professor
Till further  Light refreshments were provided by the Association.

New replica project proposed for WA

Plans have been revived by a private company to build an A$8.5 million replica of Parmeligon the Swan
River foreshore near Perth. The original was a chartered vessel which brought 69 of the first settlers to the new
colony on 2 June 1830,

The replica will will be part of a 136 seat restaurant complex and bult largely of concrete, with timber
cladding in the appropriate parts. The concept is based upon a tourist orientated complex featuring a replica of
HMS Buffalo in Adelaide.

The Perth project was first proposed in 1983 and a 21 vear lease of the desired section of river bed was
granted in 1987. Various authorities gave the project the nod, including the Swan River Trust, which oversess
the well being of the river system. Site works did not commence within the 60 day period of licence acquisition
and the project lapsed. A second application was granied in 1994 but this lapsed earlier this year The company
involved has asked the Swan River Trust for a further extension, but a decision is not expected until September.

Looking back in time a companion vessel HMS Sulphur arrived with 83 settlers on the same date however
Parmelia appears to have gained greater lnstorical recognition because it carried Governor Stirding and an
assortment of other colonial officials and their families. The west coast region was formally annexed by Captain
Fremantle on HMS Challenger a month earlien

Whales ahoy in SA

During the mineteenth century dozens of temporary whale stations were established along Aunstralia’s
southemn coasthine. Several species were targeted however the southern right whale Megapteranovasangliae was
arguably the casiest to take because it came close inshore to calve, Not infrequently local Aborigines interacted
with the colonial operators, imtially because of the surfeit of protein and fat to be had, but later as respected
lookouts and pullhands. The demise of whales through global overhunting bronght these activities to an end by
about the late 1880s.

Commercial whaling was revived in Australian waters duning the early twentieth century, but international
recogmition that many species were still under threat of extinction brought a moratorium during the latter part of
the century. This has resulted in a dramatic increase in numbers of whales visiting the south coast and brought
about the realisation that by including these creatures on the tourist agenda, they have the potential to bring far
greater wealth than the earlier entrepreneurs ever dreamed. The 400 strong Yalata Aboriginal community, located
an the Eyre Highway west of Ceduna is adjacent to the head of the Great Australian Bight, and also to some of
the best whale watching coastline in Australia. From June to October the whales and their calves come close
inshore and can readily be viewed from atop the shear limestone cliffs. Clifftop walkways and viewing platforms
have been erected by the South Ausiralian government in cooperation with the Yalata community. Access to the
park is by a recently upgraded road and a nominal entry fee applics. The new facilities are expected to cater for
40,000 visitors annually, and will generate welcome employment opportunities for the Yalata community.



Historic ex-navy cutter saved from threat of chainsaw

In late July the editor was asked rather urgently to help find a good home for a WW?2 vintage, 32 foot
wooden clinker-built cutter which is currently owned by
the 1st Fremantle Scout Group. The boat has been in
their possession almost since the end of the war and during
this ime many thousands of young Westem Australians
have been transported on it to camps on the offshare
islands, and various environs of the Swan and Canning
Rivers.

The boat has a brass plate which states it was in the
Cockatoo Island Dockyards in 1946, There has been a
recent suggestion that it may be older than this and was
taken from HMAS Ferth for repairs duning the war,
however the veracity of this claim is uncertain. Certainly
the scout group has a past association with HMAS Perth,

and their facility on the nver at East Fremantle 15 named Alby on the Swan
Camp Waller after the captain who was killed in the ship’s final Photo: B Weaver
battle.

Alby (Albatross) as it has Jong been known by the group, is an outstanding example of Australian WW?2
wooden boat building and apparenty is one of only two such examples remaining. It has been on hard standing
in a Fremantle dockyard for the past 18 months in need of some enthusiastic, but by no means insurmountable
repairs. Most of the original wooden oars, spars and sails were still in storage at the scout den.

Various muscums were contacted including Sydney's National Maritime Museum of Australia but were
apparently so cash strapped, or short of space and expertise that they did not want to take it. This was somewhat
perplexing because it was of some significance both in its design and construction, and for its long association
with so many Auvstralian youth. If only the craft had some foreign significance, or had won a millionaire’s race,

In July the dockyard said it had to be be moved, and the whisper was that if a home was not found it would
be cut up with a chain saw and burned. In desperation the scout group asked the AAMH newsletter editar to help
and subsequently the Australian media was blitzed with a serics of faxes (seat at personal expense). Well the
long and short of it is that the RAN has come to the rescue and taken over the restoration of Alby. When the
project is completed the cutter will be turned to community use. It promises to be an excellent public relations
cxercise by the RAN,

The Australian Association for Mariime History encourages the preservation of such historical craft as an
important aspect of furthering interest in the nation's maritime history.

The historical maritime recipe

The editor is by his own admission a pack-rat and never passes an opportunity to save items of historical
mvia with a maritime connection. (For a while there he thought the front driveway might get filled with a 32
footcutter) So it was with some pleasure that he recently picked up an old fund raising recipe book produced by
the Port Broughton Welfare Club in 1969. Now if any of the revisionists tell you that Australia was a cultural
backwater in the 1960s with no appreciation of the goodies enjoyed by other cultures this little book is proof
that it wasn’t. Seafood features in a big way with many foreign influences. Curried prawns a la Ceylon, sup
kan (fish and rice soup) and Polynesian prawns to name just a few. There is however one with a distinetly
Australian connotation which took the eye and was apparently much favoured by the fisher-folk of Port
Brooghton, Myall mullet.

Ingredients: One large sea mullet, 1 1/2 cups of breadcrumbs, 1/2 small onion, 1 small carrot, 1/2 granny
Smith apple, | tspn chopped parsley, 2 rashers bacon, pepper and salt.

Method: Dice carrot and emion and cook till tender, when cool mix with breadcrumbs chopped bacon and
parsley. The fish are scaled and gutted, then rubbed with flour and a pinch of salt. The mixture is stffed into
the cavity and the fish baked whole with a little oil, turning them once. When browned they are ready to be
served with a favourite vegetahle.

Sea mullet (Mugil cephalus) are a species found along much of the Australian coastline and throughout the
Pacific at least as far as Hawaii. For Australian Aborigines they have been an important food species, and



seasonal aggregations in rivers and estuaries facilitated much social interaction between groups. Such was still
the importance of the mullet season along the coast southwest Australia that nineteenth century settlers
frequently complained of being unable to hire Aborigines to carry mail, despite highly senerous offers of flour
and money. According to George Grey a favourite method of cooking by Aborigines was to wrap the whole
ungutted fish in the paper-like bark of a Mellaleuca spp and bake it in the ashes, As the colonies developed the
species became a favourite of settlers and was subject to intensive commercial exploitation, especially for
canning purposes, Commercial priorities resulted in some conflict with Aboriginal fishers in the southwest,
with the latter eventually losing out. Nowadays sea mullet are a less popular marketing species and command
lower prices than more esteemed, rarer species.

Franklin anniversary drifts past Australia

This year marks the 150th anmversary of the ill-fated British exploration of the Arctic north-west passage led
by Sir John Franklin (1786-1847) on Frebus, in company with Caplain Crozier on Terrer. There is an
enormous quantity of nineteenth century literanure relating to this incident, and the subsequent searches for the
lost expedition which involved some 40 ships over several vears.

Franklin began his Royal Navy career at an early age and at 15 and soon took part in the Battle of
Copenhagen. Later he served on [nvestigator as a midshipman under his uncle, Matthew Flinders during the
1801-04 survey of the Australian coastline. Then came the Battle of Trafalgar, in which he served with
distinction on Bellerophon. His first Arctic expedition, in 1818 in which he was second in command 1o Captain
Buchan was to try and reach the North Pole. Tn 1819 he led an Admiralty-sponsored trek across Canada in an
attempt (o reconnoitre the uncharted coast in conjunction with a sea-born expedition led by Lt. Edward Parry, In
1821 he led a disastrous land exploration of the coast of Bathurst’s Inlet, also in Canada. In 1826 came a major
land based expedition from Great Bear Lake into Alaska, turning back when in sight of Prudhoe Bay. For his
troubles he received a knighthood, and in 1830 commenced a three year stint with the Royal Navy in the
Adriatic, duning the Greek War of Independence. In 1833 Franklin became one of the foundess of the Royal
Geographical Society and was its first secretary. He also became the first Professor of Geography at the
University of London.

His Australian activities recommenced in 1837 when he was appointed Govemor of Van Dieman’s Land
(Tasmania). Previous exploits were much publicised and ensured he was initially received as a hero by the local
populace, but his term of service was turbulent, due in part to the debate over use of convict labour, and in part
his inability to communicate effectively with the ambitions colonials.

Few might know that amongst the Tasmanian conviets were political prisoners sent from Canada by none
other than the infamous Sir George Arthur, who as an earlier sovernor of VDL made his mark on the backs of
convicts between 1824 and 1836. Having a soft spot for Canada, Franklin tried to protect the Cannooks from
the influences of lesser classes of miscreants sent from Britain, but they apparently regarded him with contempt,
referring 1 him as “the old granny.” A Candian-American revolutionary, Bill Gates (true) disdainfully deseribed
the governor of the Apple Isle as having sunken eyes, a puffing breath from a brandy-bottle nose. His record
waistband Gates claimed, was due to his ability to tuck into a whole roast sheep at a smgle sitting. Worde was
Franklin's legendary ability to subject the prisoners to tautological lectures lasting several hours, thus generating
anew form of punishment for those more experienced with the violent excesses of Arthur's regime. In Tasmama
Franklin was subjected to considerable, and itis said, unfair defamation from more influential quarters, including
the Colopial Office.

As a patron of the sciences he encouraged the fonmation of the Tasmanian Natoral History Society and on its
behalf, publication by the Government Printer of scientific jounals and papers from many distinguished sources,
a matter which irked the Hobart Advertiser, which interpreted it as an attack on the private print industry. Lady
Franklin, no slouch herself intellectually, was active in promoting water sports, including an annual regana for
the enjoyment of seamen. One of these attracted 12,000 spectators.

For Franklin the highlight of his time in Tasmania was the 1840 visit of the polar research vessels Erebus
and Terror, on their way to the Antarctic under command of James Clark Ross, who had also served with Parry in
the Arctic. During this long and significant expedition the vessels waited oul three Antarctic winters in Hobart,
The exciting tales which were recounted at Government House dinners must have made local concerns very dull
and umnspiring for Franklin indeed.

Governor Franklin was ignominiously recalled from Tasmania on 21 August 1843, but before long was
involved in preparations for his final Arctic expedition, taking charge of Erebus and Teror in default of Ross,
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who freshly kmghted had retired to a farm with his
bride.

The expedition was to quickly run into serjous
trouble with ice and illness. Franklin died on 11 June
1847, leaving Crozier in command. In April the
following year 105 men were sull alive, but
ultimately all perished. The resultant searches by
governments, and by Lady Franklin involved dozens
of vessels and inadvertently led to a much greater
understanding of the Arctic.

Franklin's name is recorded in many places in
Australia and elsewhere in the world, but becanse of
his reputed physical stature, perhaps one of the most
appropriate is in the botanical name of the
magnificent Huon pine of south west Tasmania,
Dacrydium franklini, :

It would be a mistake to confuse conviet Gate’s Terror and Erebus depicted in 1847
mocking description as an accurate indicator of Franklin's o e
personality. Better perhaps are the impressions from the north Amencan Indian chiel Akaitcho who remembered
him as a gentle man who would rather blow a blood-gorged msect from his amm than kill it Tn Franklin's view
the world was full of wonder and large enough for both. After he perished with hus select crew in search of the
northwest Arctic passage another of his famous relatives, Alfred Lord Tennyson penned the following
valediction:

Not here: the white North has thy bones; and thou,

Herole sailor-soul,

Art passing on thine happier voyage now,

Towards no earthiy pole.

« Paul Weaver,

Further reading: Robson, L. (1983). A hixiory of Tasmania. Vol. 1, Melboume: MUP Gates, W, (1850). Recollection
of life in Van Dieman’s Land by William Gates, one of the Canadian patriots. (Sydney Facsimile) Milner, T (1864).
Gallery of geography. Chambers: London

HMAS Swan sinking soon

Om 14 December at 11am Australian destrover HMAS Swan will be scuttled in 30 metres of water off Point
Piquet, Dunsborough, southwest Australia The ship was commissioned in 1970 and saw service as a destroyer
escorl. It was decommissioned in September last year The vessel will perform its final service as a dive wreck
and tourist attraction under control of a local group called the Geographe Bay Artificial Reef Society. Ttis
planned that it will rest in an upright position, and the the locals are hopeful it will have great potential to inject
substantial tounist dollars into the region. Apparently a similar wreck off Vancouver Island in Canada has been
an outstanding commercial success.

Drring this year HMAS Swan has been laid up in nearby Bunbury for stnpping of scrap, and removal of
environmentally hazardous substances. While the 1t may not pose an environmental hazard, the interest it
generates may. According to areport in The West Australian 31/7/1997, a survey of the impact of Canadian
artificial reefs revealed a 16 per cent increase in private boat ownership and 10 per cent increase in sports fishing
in surmounding communities.

Time for old Oz subs, and old attitudes running out fast

In August the RAN ended its final training course for Oberon-class submarines at HMAS Stirling's
submarine raining and systems centre. The Oberons have been in service for some thirty years and are being
replaced by six Australian built Collins—class boats, all to be based a1t HMAS Stirling by 2000. Upon

decommissioning one of the old Oberons, HMAS Ovens will be lifted from the water at Fremantle and become a
walk-through museum exhibit. The change-over in designs marks a significant shift in gender roles for the

10



RAN. The new boats are crewed by men and women.
Newspaper snippet - Willem Jansz’s Willems River identified?

A short article by James Henderson appeared in The Fremantle Gazerre 9/8/97 p.6 *Willems River mystery
solved.” Mr Henderson is on the research team of the Duyfken replica project and has devoted a substantial
amount of energy investigating the contents of early Dutch documents in an attempt 1o establish the location of
“Willems River” mentioned by Willem Jansz, who as “supercirgo”™ on Mauritius visited the northwest coast of
Australia in July 1618, twelve years after his landfall at Cape York in Duyffen. Mr Henderson concludes that
the river has to be Yardie Creek, which is just south of Exmouth Gulf,

Having kids which deliver this particular paper to households your newsletter editor has acquired a few spare
copies, Send a stamped addressed envelope to him if you require one.

HMAs Sydney business hotls up

The Weekend Australian 9/8/97 p.10. carried a story proposing that the body found in a carley float near
Christmas Island 6/2/42 was that of 21 year old Able seaman Tom McGowan from HMAS Sydney, which was
sunk after a battle with the disguised German raider HSK Kormoran off Shark Bay on or about 19 November
1941. The matter has long been shrouded in mystery, with strong suspicions from several quarters that the
Australian povernment has been maintaining a conspiracy through to the present, to keep the truth of this and
many other aspects surrounding the Sydney disaster secret from the Australian public. Chief proponent that the
body was Tom McGowan is his brother, former Victorian Magistrate, Ted McGowan. Unusually the body had
perfect teeth, remarkable for the time, but something which agreed with Tom's Navy dental record. Tedand
others are pushing for an exhumation of the grave, however the multicultural Christmas Island Council which
has its own agenda, has doggedly refused to respect their wishes. Interestingly the Weekend Austraiian report
mentioned an allegation from elsewhere that British frigate HMS Rother removed the body in 1945. The exact
location of the original grave site is uncertain, but is approximately known. A stone marker with the words
“Unknown sailor” is now missing. Provided the grave can be located and skeletal remains still exist, positive
identification should be casy. Apart from perfect tecth, Tom smashed his left knee in a 1938 horse accident.
Relatives are also prepared to provide samples for DNA comparison. Federal Terrtories' Minister Warwick
Smith has been sitting on the exhumation 1ssue for several months.

Meantime the WA Sunday Times 10/8/97 p 32 carried a report that a call for a Royal Commission inte the
affair by Sydney lawyer Jolm Heazlewood has been rejected by Defence Minister Tan McLachlan, but the minister
has authorised the cooperation of s department for a coromal inquest, news which hopefully will have been
conveyed by now to Mr Smith. Cooperation is needed from other quarters, Mr Heazlewood has been
endeavouring to obain prnts of official aerial survey photos known to have been taken of Christmas Island in
1945 and 1955. In the ST report another Sydney researcher Ermie Polls said the Australian Archives in Victoria
Park (WA) have a register of all graves and burials on the island, however the mysterious Australian carley float
body which was subject to a 1942 inguest by Australian officials and definitely buried by them is not recorded.

The government has been under pressure from other directions. On 26 August, Defence Minister lan
Mel achlan anpounced to Parliament that a joint standing committee on foreign affairs, defence and trade will
attempt to reselve all cutstanding matters relating to the Sydrey sinking. In particular it would focos on the
engagement with Kormoran, the location of the wrecks and whether on not there had been any official COVEr-up,
Mr McLachlan was reported to have said he was confident the official versions of events swrounding the Sydney
sinking had withstood the test of time. (The West Australian 27/8/97. p.2). On ABC TV news 26/8/97 Federal
MP Ian Sinclair representing the Department of Foreign Affairs, testily said he suspected that no matter whit
came out of the enguiry there would be people who would never be satisfied. It may be so because while his
colleague Mr McLachlan has said all Navy documents relating to the matter would be released, the inquiry will
be relatively toothless, having no wide-ranging judicial powers to subpoena documents and material from
recalcitrant organisations. For example WA state MP Philip Pendall said in the same TV report there is evidence
that important ASIO documents created about 1952 relating to the sinking have been suppressed or destroyed.
John Doohan, a lang time WA researcher into the history of Sydney has no doubt that a conspiracy iz
continuing. He said “a padiamentary enquiry will merely be a method of slipping the whole matter off the
plate,”
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Kon Tiki anniversary

Somany anniversaries, but we cannot overlook this one. It has been fifty vears since Thor Heyerdah) and
his courageous band of Scandinavians launched their balsa raft Kon Tiki in Peruand sailed/ drifted half way
across the Pacific. Importantly this astounding voyage demonstrated that enormous voyages were possible by
peoples using the most mdimentary of equipment. Born in Larvik, Norway in 1914, Heyerdahl was a graduate
of the University of Oslo where he studied, biology and geography, with a specialisation in Polynesian
anthropology though the Kroepelien Polynesian Library in Oslo, which maintained the world's larsest collection
material on the subject. He undertook his first anthropological field work on Oceanic Island and then on Fatu-
e Hivain the Marquesas. At the outbreak of WW2 he enlisted with the Free Norwegian

i % | Forces in Canada. When the war ended he was a parachute licutenant on the Arctic front in
w41 Finmark, northern Norway.,

2| Returning to Pacific anthropology in 1945 Heyerdahl discovered enormous hostility among

i | American scholars to material he had assembled in an unpublished manuscript on
|| Polynesian origins. Apparently none could be persuaded to actually read it, the thesis
flying in the face of everything they believed. Determined to demonstrate the possibilities
Heyerdahl orpanised his expedition and in 1947 the raft left Callao, Pern with six men on
©'4 board. In 101 days the raft travelled an astonishing 1,300 miles before surfing onto a reef
| on Rarcia Atol in the Tuamom Archipelago.
A filn was made of the voyage and was shown widely in Australia in 1950. It won an
Uscar It was telecast on SBS late one evening early this year The book of the voyage was translated into 66
languages. For all of this he was still scomed by a sector of English speaking academia wlich viewed the
voyage as one of no scientific merit by a daring Viking. In 1952 he found a publisher for American Indians in
the Pacific, the theory behind the Kon-Tiki expedition. This led to an invitation to deliver three lectures at
Cambiidge and silenced much of the hostility.

Heyerdahl pioneered many scientific methods in subsequent expeditions. For example the first blood serum
markers from eastern Polynesia were processed at the Commonwealth Sernm Laboratory in Melbourne and
demonstrated a genetic relationship between Easter Island and native south Americans. In comparison a marked
contrast was revealed for peoples in the Western Pacific. Heyerdahl has been conspicuous for his willingness to
test his theories in practice, and more often than not the results have demonstrated to the skeptics that it is
unwise to dismiss possibilities.

So where is the old man of the sea these days? Well he is enjoying his senior years at “Casa Kon Tiki’ on a
surmy island belonging to Peru - Silver sands, tropical fruit, marvellous fishing, archaeology, It's a tough life:
but someone has to do it Congratulations from Australia on the Kon Tiki voyage anmiversary Thor, Paul

Weaver.
Burnum Burnuom 1936-1997

In 15988 when Australia commemorated the bicentenary of the armival of
the first fleet there were many events and publications which in effect were
celebrating the beginning of conquest of the continent’s Aboriginal
population. It should have been hardly surpnsing two hundred vears later that
‘Aboriginal people viewed the celebrations of their dispossession
unfavourably. Indeed it proved a catalyst for protest and thousands of people
to travel from all over Australia to confront a reenactment of *first fleeters’
rowing ashore, dressed in quaint period costumes. For Aborigines the
reenactment was an insensitive insult, and their loud protests effectively made
many non-Aboriginal Australians rethink their attitndes towards Austealian
history. However for this writer the most enduring image of 1988 was not of
the reenactment, or the unprecedented thousands of protesters in Sydney, but
of a quiet speaking Aboriginal man, Burnum Burnum planting the Aboriginal
flag at the foot of the white cliffs of Dover and claiming England for the
Abonginal people of Australia. In so doing he promised there would be no
massacres, no raping of women, no poisoning of water supplies and no
stealing of children. Arguably the symbolism of this single act did more to




focus world atiention on the Eurocentric nature of events taking place back in Australia,

Burnum Bumum was born as Harry Penrith at Wallaga Lake on the NSW south coast in January 1936, His
mother was of the Yorta Yorta peoples and his father of the Woiworung. One of his great-grandfathers had beena
whaler. Mixed ancestry offended Australian governments in the 1930s and meant he became one of the ‘stolen
generation,’ being forcibly removed from his home and mised *British style’ in a mission, and later at the
notorious Kinchela Boys Home on the northern NSW coast. After release he embarked on a lifelong quest to
recover lis Aboriginality and a more traditionally orientated persona. Even so, he studied law at the University
of Tasmania and was the recipient of a Churchill Scholarship. An intellectual, he had a great interest in all
things, including Mozart and mantime history. During his quest to raise greater awareness of the widespread and
enduring Aboriginal anguish generated by dispossession he instigated the campaign to force the Hobart museum
toremove the remains of Truganini from public display and return her to Tasmanian Aborigines for a customary
cremation and dispersal into the ocean. Truganini had long been hilled as the ‘last Tasmanian Aboriginal
woman', an erroneous social Darwinist claim which failed to take into account the many people of mixed descent
who survived, perhaps most notably through unions between Tasmanian women and early 19th century sealersin
Bass Strait.

While he was a political activist, those privileged to meet Bumnum Burnum could not fail to be impressed by
his gentleness and his wide knowledge of many subjects. His death on 18 August marked the passing of a
significant Australian. He is survived by his wife Marelle and five children , Paul Weaver.

Indies Society seeks like-minded persons

The Indies Society is an enthusiastic group of people dedicated
to researching and disseminating information on the colonial
history of the East Indies, In early 1998 they will inbe
travelling to several exotic Indonesian locations rarely visited
by foreigners. This pilot heritage tour is being orzanised by
group founder Michael Young, who as part of his research into
the locations of colomal Dutch and Portuguese fortifications
has acquired extensive practical knowledge of the region.
Members of the travelling group will include specialist
archaeologists and a Dtch lnstorian. For further information
on the group and its actvities contact Michael at 57 Fortescue
St. East Fremantle. WA. 6158. Ph. 61 8 9339 2041. Fax. 61 8 93192775,

New book about early Dutch/Australia maritime contaets sighted

1606 Discavery of Australia by Henry van Zanden primarily relates to the 1606 visit of Duyfken to Cape York
The author tackles the subject with great enthusiasm, and his lay orientated narrative is accompanied by many
reproductions of maps and other historical illustrations spread over 142 pages. Some attention is also given to
other Dutch maritime incidents such as the Batavia disaster A paperback, the book is available direct from the
anthor at PO Box 49N. Campbelltown North. NSW. 2560. AS23 to Australian addresses and AS$25 overseas,
Both prices include post and packing.

Oz ‘pirate’ shows up in Virginia

Pirates, those acknowledged experts on island homes are getting an airing at a big
exhibition Under the black flag: Life among pirates beng held at The Mariners’ Museumm,
Newport, Virginia. 30 Aug, until 4 Jan. 1997. Paintings, movies, skulls, treasure. In fact
everything you did and didn’t know about pirates. Hmmm. Does the Mariners” Museum
know that famous cinematic swashbuckler Errol Flynn, who is to feature in parts of their
exciting program once had an Aussie island home? He was a Tasweigian no less, and he
did a spot of exploring in New Guinea too. Yo, ho, ho.

Guarterly Newsletter - The Augralion Azsociation for Maritine History is compiled and edied by Paul R. Weaver, 23 Waddell

Road, Palmyra, Western Australia 6157, Nest dendline iz 30 November, 1907, Material for inchusion should be sent direct
to the editor well prior to this date. Encloss stumpesd addresed envelope for return of material.
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