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From Great Depths
3D film and exhibit at the Museum of Geraldton

From Great Depths: Witnessing the Wrecks of HMAS Sydney (II) and HSK Kormoran is a new 3D
film and exhibit exclusive to the Museum of Geraldton. It was officially launched on the eve of 19
November 2016 to mark the 75" anniversary of the battle between HMAS Sydney (Il) and the
German raider HSK Kormoran. This encounter off the coast of Western Australia during World
War Two is still recognised as Australia’s worst ever naval disaster, and resulted in both ships
being sunk with the loss of 746 lives — all 645 hands on the Sydney and 81 from the Kormoran.

From Great Depths is a very poignant exhibit that allows visitors to experience the wrecks of both
ships as they currently lie 2,500m deep on the ocean floor, through a sequence of high quality 2D
and 3D images.

Along with personal accounts, and historic images of wartime service of both crews, audiences
view a 3D film featuring the extraordinary underwater footage collected during a 2015 survey
expedition to capture, amongst other data, new images of the wrecks. The expedition was
conducted by the Western Australian Museum and Curtin University.

From Great Depths recently won an international 3D film-making award at a conference honoring
3D innovation. It won the Best-of-Show Live Action category at the 28th annual Stereoscopic
Displays and Applications conference in San Francisco, in January 2017.

HSK Kormoran painted gun. Image courtesy WA Museum and Curtin University. Copyright WA Museum.




From Great Depths is screened regularly during opening hours at the Museum of Geraldton.

HMAS Sydney (Il) port-side shell damage. Image courtesy WA Museum and Curtin University. Copyright WA Museum.

Leigh O’Brien - WA Museum Geraldton
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From the President

Members may have wondered why there was a need for the Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM)
held on Monday 13" February. Our November Annual General Meeting (AGM) left us with a
situation where the Treasurer's position was nominally vacant and our current Constitution
stipulates that an Office Bearer can only be appointed at a General Meeting. Since there can only
be one AGM then the only option was to have an EGM. | am pleased to report that the transition to
the new Committee has now occurred.

We also had a situation where a humber of State Representative positions have been vacant for
some years. The EGM provided an opportunity to appoint interested members as State
Representatives to most of the vacant positions.

The new State Representatives are Frances Steel (NSW), Wendy van Duivenvoorde (SA) and Deb
Shefi (WA). Andrew Forbes also became the first State Representative for the Australian Capital
Territory. We welcome our new State Representatives, and thank all existing and new
representatives for nominating for their respective state or territory. It is understood that there may
be a Tasmanian nomination at the next AGM.

In my first report, | listed a number of priorities for the year. In addition to these, the Committee will
be undertaking a review of the Association’s current Constitution. In 2016 a new West Australian
Incorporated Associations Act came into force. The Act compels Associations to review their
Constitutions for compliance with the new Act and provides a three-year time frame for adoption.
The aim is to have a compliant Constitution on the agenda for the next AGM.

It is understood that the first 2017 issue of The Great Circle is well in hand and will be available for
despatch at the normal time. Members are asked to send, or have their publishers send, a copy of
any appropriate recent publications to our Book Review Editor as per his request on page 11.

Members are also reminded that nominations for the two maritime history prizes jointly sponsored
with the Australian National Maritime Museum (ANMM) close on Friday 28 April. The Australian
Community Maritime History Prize was previously for a ‘publication’. This year, with the agreement
of the ANMM, this was amended to a ‘public resource’ and expanded to included ’other digital
media such as a website or database’.

Details of the Ken McPherson Memorial Lecture are being finalised and will be provided in the
June Newsletter. Details of the Vaughan Evans Memorial Lecture will be provided in the latter half
of the year.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any suggestions for improving or otherwise
contributing to your Association.
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Kenn Reefs Archaeological Survey

Between 9 and 17 January, maritime archaeologists affiliated with the Silentworld Foundation* and
Australian National Maritime Museum conducted an archaeological survey for historic shipwrecks
at Kenn Reefs, located approximately 500 kilometres off the Central Queensland coast.

Kenn Reefs is part of a mostly submerged geological feature called the Kenn Plateau, and covers
approximately 42 square kilometres. The reef system was not adequately charted until the mid-
nineteenth century, and consequently presented a hazard to ships transiting between Australia’s
largest port cities at the time (Sydney and Melbourne) and destinations in Asia and India.

A total of nine vessels are known to have been lost at Kenn Reefs between 1828 and 1884, and in
at least two instances - in 1854 and again in 1858 - multiple shipwrecks occurred on the same day.
In 1987, maritime archaeologists affiliated with the Queensland Museum led an expedition to the
reef that resulted in the discovery of a number of shipwreck sites and isolated ship components
(such as iron mast sections and anchors). One of the goals of the January expedition was to
relocate these sites and document their current condition, as well as search for remnants of as-yet
undiscovered shipwrecks.

AAMH President and Kenn Reefs project maritime archaeologist Dr James Hunter examining an
Admiralty-pattern anchor discovered during the recent expedition. Image: Julia Sumerling/Silentworld Foundation

The project combined boat-deployed magnetometer surveys with visual inspections conducted by
snorkelers and scuba divers. These efforts resulted in the relocation of all but two sites
documented in 1987, as well as discovery of three previously-undocumented shipwrecks. Two of
the new sites were found in deeper water on the outside of the reef, and their proximity to known
shipwreck material on the reef top suggests they may be associated.

The outside of Kenn Reefs is a dynamic environment that frequently faces the full brunt of swells
generated across a massive expanse of open ocean; consequently, the majority of surviving
artefacts are robust metallic objects such as iron anchors and cannons, and copper-alloy fasteners
and hardware. A total of 10 anchors and seven cannons (including two carronades) were
discovered among the three new shipwreck sites, as were numerous ship’s fasteners, rudder
hardware, and other iron and copper-alloy fittings.

Archaeological information collected during the project is now being analyzed and compared with
historical sources to identify the new shipwrecks, refine our knowledge of the sites documented in
1987, and determine whether correlations exist within the entire shipwreck data set. A series of
blogs that chronicle the expedition and its findings are available on the Australian National
Maritime Museum’s website, and can be viewed at the following links:-

https://anmm.wordpress.com/2017/01/31/kenn-reefs-expedition-days-one-through-four/
https://anmm.wordpress.com/2017/02/06/kenn-reefs-expedition-day-four-continued-and-day-five/
https://anmm.wordpress.com/2017/02/28/finding-hope-with-a-magnetometer-kenn-reefs-expedition-days-6-and-7/
https://anmm.wordpress.com/2017/03/07/a-ringing-success-kenn-reefs-expedition-days-7-and-8/
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Shipwreck sites and relics (artefacts) in Commonwealth waters that are at least 75 years old are
automatically protected by the Historic Shipwrecks Act (1976). The Act’s primary goal is to ensure
shipwrecks are protected for their heritage values and maintained for recreational, scientific and
educational purposes.

The expedition team was granted a permit from the Commonwealth government’s Historic
Shipwrecks Program to carry out the project. As the Kenn Reefs are part of the Coral Sea
Commonwealth Marine Reserve, it also had a permit from the Director of National Parks
(Commonwealth) under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (1999).

James Hunter

* The Silentworld Foundation (http://www.silentworldfoundation.org.au/) is a not-for-profit Foundation established to
further Australian maritime archaeology and research, and to improve Australia’s knowledge of its early maritime
history.

City of Cockburn

Coogee Maritime Trail

The Western Australian Museum has been working with the City of Cockburn, sustainable
landscaping group Perth NRM and Murdoch University Divers Club to develop the interactive
Coogee Maritime Trail, which was officially launched on the 26th of February 2017 at the ‘Salty
Fest’ in WA. The Trail showcases the Omeo shipwreck located just 25 metres from the shore at
Coogee Beach Reserve, making it easily accessible to both snorkelers and divers.

Omeo was originally built in 1858 on the River Tyne in England, and was used as a trader, cable
layer and hulk, before making its way to Australia. In 1905 the vessel was driven ashore in a storm
and abandoned. Thanks to the development of the maritime trail, the vessel has a new life.

Image of the Omeo: Courtesy West Australian Maritime Museum

In addition to the shipwreck, the Trail comprises of 36 artificial reef structures and underwater
sculptures, and five underwater interpretation plinths highlighting the history of the area and marine
life. There is also a land-based element, which includes interpretive signage and two restored
Omeo anchors (on loan from the WA Museum to the City of Cockburn).

The Coogee Maritime Trail is accessible to snorkelers and divers of all levels, and the terrestrial
components are attractive to those less inclined to go underwater. This is a fantastic educational
resource for marine sciences and maritime history, as well as a great recreational area and training
location for divers and maritime archaeologists.

The Coogee Maritime Trail is the first of its kind in Australia, and location of the Trail in conjunction
with its ability to appeal to a wide audience makes Omeo the premier shipwreck access in WA, as
per Mack McCarthy’s 1980s vision.

Deb Shefi
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The following is a transcript of a Talk presented at the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery (TMAG) on 2
August 2016 by AAMH member Dale Chatwin and published in ‘Maritime Times of Tasmania’ No.56 Sept.
2016. Dale has a keen interest in whaling history and was involved in the compilation of data for ‘The British
Southern Whale Fishery’ website at www.bswf.hull.ac.uk. Data collected during his research enabled a WA
wreck mystery to be solved, see ‘Lively Outcome’ in our Newsletter, Issue 141 Sep. 2016.

The Whale Charts
with Particular Reference to Tasmanian Seas

At the end of my recent paper on the British Southern Whale Fishery and its relationship to early
whaling around Tasmania in August at TMAG, | concluded with some remarks about the impact of
whaling on the right whale population around Tasmania prior to 1828. | remarked that the process
of compiling the database now enabled us to know ‘where they went’, and that it seemed likely that
at least 820 southern right whales had been taken by British whaleships and bay whalers around
Tasmania prior to 1828.

| followed this with some comments on the fate of the right whale around Tasmania in the years
which followed. To illustrate my point | utilised two sets of data as depicted in a series of ‘whale
charts’. The first, a whale chart series published by the United States Navy in 1851 under the
supervision of Lieutenant Matthew Fontaine Maury. The second series of charts, published in
Zoologica in 1935, by Charles Haskins Townsend. Both series of whale charts draw on the logs of
whaling ships for their data.

Maury’s Whale Charts c. 1851 to 1853

Maury’s charts are part of a larger series of marine charts compiled by the US Navy in the late
1840s and 1850s called the Wind and Current Chart Series. There were six series covering vessel
tracks; trade winds; pilot charts; thermal charts; storm and rain charts; and whale charts.

Why were whale charts included in the output? Because Maury needed information from vessels
which sailed the furthest and longest, and which often returned to the same places. In eliciting the
whaling fleets cooperation and contribution, Maury established an exchange of information —
scientific for commercial. Whaling masters were rewarded with copies of the whaling charts and
any other charts of the series they required and they were encouraged to keep contributing
information back to the Navy.

Aspects of the first whale chart produced, Whale Chart (Preliminary Sketch) are illustrated in
Figures 1 and 2.
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Figure 1

Figure 1 shows the waters across the bottom of Australia and depicts a compilation of information
from American whaling ship logs from around the early 1800s to the late 1840s.
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Figure 2

Figure 2 provides an explanation for decoding the information in Figure 1. It shows right whale
catches depicted as a whale with two blows (right whales have two blow holes whereas sperm
whales have one) and also provides an indication of concentration. A word of warning about the
best fishing season information on the right — it uses northern hemisphere seasons so needs to be
reversed!

The chart clearly demonstrates large concentrations of right whales to the west and south-east of
Tasmania. To the east and north-east of Tasmania the stocks are less, and note that the seasons
when right whales are present are different as well. Already the impact of the thousands of right
whale removals (particularly in the 1830s) along the east coast of Tasmania and Australia by the
Colonial and British bay whalers can be seen.

Townsend’s Whale Charts c. 1935

The process which led to the production of Townsend’'s charts is first described in an article in
1931 and was expanded upon in 1935. Intriguingly, Townsend made no mention of the work
undertaken by the US Navy some 80 years earlier though there is clearly some cross-over in the
data used as Townsend had access to over 1600 logs primarily sourced from public collections.
These public collections had benefited through collecting the logs whalemen preserved in
response to Maury’s efforts to encourage logs to be kept, retained and indexed.
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Figure 3

In Figure 3 we again see ‘detail’ for the waters across the bottom of Australia from American
whaling ship logs — this time from 1785 to 1913. Townsend plotted his data using different colours
on a monthly rather than seasonal basis and although the approach depicts movement effectively
the individual plotting of each capture makes decoding the data more difficult - particularly for the
colour blind like me! But the results speak for themselves. There is nowhere near the
concentration of right whales to the west and east of Tasmania as depicted in the Maury Charts.
The whalers, through relentless pursuit of their prey, had nearly exterminated the right whale
around Australia.
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As a consequence though of improved whaling techniques (the introduction of motorised catchers
and the explosive head harpoon gun) our right whales around Australia became a less sought
resource, and were the first declared protected stock in 1935. Following protection stocks did
commence recovering but illegal Soviet whaling in the waters to the bottom of Australia and New
Zealand in the 1960s almost again exterminated what had been a recovering stock.

References
Whale Chart (Preliminary Sketch) — 1851
‘The Whale Charts Produced by Matthew Fontaine Maury’ — Dale Chatwin — The Globe vol. 44 (1996)

‘Where the Nineteenth Century Whaler Made His Catch’ — Charles Haskins Townsend — Bulletin of the New
York Zoological Society Vol. xxxiv, no. 6 (1931)

‘The Distribution of Certain Whales as Shown by Logbook Records of American Whaleships’ — Charles
Haskins Townsend — Zoologica Vol. 19, no. 1 (1935)

‘Two Intense Decades of 19" Century Whaling Precipitated Rapid Decline of Right Whales Around New
Zealand and East Australia’ - Emma L. Carroll et al. - Online at
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0093789

Editors Postscript

The Zoologica Journal is difficult to locate. If you do a Google search for ‘townsend whaling charts’ you will
see a search result with the title of "Townsend Whaling Charts - Wildlife Conservation Society Canada”.
Attached to this article are copies of the 2 referenced Townsend articles as well as links to scanned copies of
the original 4 charts.

Melbourne’s Historic Station Pier

Many navy personnel left for duty overseas from the wharfs, piers and jetties on Port Phillip Bay.
One of these structures, also located in Port Melbourne, is historic Station Pier.

Station Pier was originally called Railway Pier when it was built during the Gold Rush era in 1854.
One of Melbourne's oldest piers, it is still used by visiting cruise ships, naval vessels and the
occasional tall ship. It is also the terminal for Spirit of Tasmania ferry service that links Melbourne
and Devonport.

The Port of Melbourne Corporation schedules most of the necessary repair and maintenance work
on the pier in the winter months when the cruise ships cease to call. This year the main focus is on
pile and beam repairs beneath the decking. The work is ongoing with the current upgrade due for
completion late in 2017.

The corporation manages various
structures with links to Victoria's
maritime past. As well as Station Pier,
it has responsibility for the Gellibrand
and Breakwater piers at Williamstown
and the Point Lonsdale lighthouse.
The corporation also has regard for
archaeological sites listed in the
Victorian Heritage Inventory. These
include shipwreck sites in Port Phillip
and Hobson's Bay, and sites of
indigenous significance adjacent to
Station Pier. The Port of Melbourne
Corporation has its own Heritage
Register and has developed a
heritage strategy, "to guide its
stewardship of valued heritage places
and items within port precincts."” Mark Howard

4

Station Pier, Melbourne, c1900. (Photo by Allan Green, State Library of Victoria)
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‘Galeazzi Diving Bell’ to go on display

After many years in storage the historic Galeazzi Diving Bell [M93.14] is being prepared for display
in the ‘Colin Jack-Hinton Maritime Gallery’ at the Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory.

The bell was used off the Western Australian coast in 1969 for oil and gas exploration on the
northwest continental shelf. The bell was deployed from the drilling rig ship Glomar Conception
and helped pioneer deep water diving technology in Australia’s oil and gas industry. It was
donated to the museum in 1993 by Oceaneering International.

- The Galeazzi is a ‘wet bell' i.e. a
non-pressurized dive bell in which
two divers can stand with their
chests and heads out of the water
in an air bubble.

This type of diving bell was
designed and manufactured by
= Roberto Galeazzi, the famous
. ltalian maker of diving helmets and
inventor of diving technology in the
1950s.

The bell is 3.10 m high and 1.35 m
W ~ wide and weighs 4.5 tons (4,572

2006 - Prior to storage kllOS). 2017 - After restoration

e o

The air bubble allowed divers to remove their helmets and communicate normally. The bells
design also allowed decompression to take place more comfortably ‘in water’ as the bell with divers
is slowly winched to the surface.

Working from the bell, renowned deep sea divers such as Mike Horlock, Matt Harsley and Barry
Barber performed various subsea tasks at depths in excess of 500 feet (152 metres). They
developed techniques and work practices that expanded the deep water diving capacity of
Australian’s undersea oil and gas industry.

Photos courtesy of the Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory. Paul Clark

State Library of Victoria Acquisition

‘American Civil War Diary’

The American Civil War came to Australia in January 1865, when the Confederate commerce
raider CSS Shenandoah - in need of provisions and repairs - entered Port Phillip Heads and came
to anchor off Melbourne in Hobson's Bay.

It was a significant event in local maritime history, and the State Library of Victoria recently marked
the occasion by acquiring - at a cost of $75,000 - the diary of one of the ship's officers, Lieutenant
Dabney M. Scales, together with associated documents and photographs.

The diary contains a vivid account of the time the vessel and her crew spent in Melbourne and
records the intense interest the visit aroused among the population, some 7,000 of whom came out
to see the vessel. Some of them did more than pay a visit. Forty "stowaways" were found aboard
the ship after it sailed from Williamstown, and were later sworn in as crewmen.

A panel was convened to discuss the diary at an event staged in the state library in June of 2016.
Among the panellists was Dr Angus Curry who is the author of, "The officers of the CSS
Shenandoah" (2006), a book which draws on various shipboard logs and diaries kept by those who
sailed aboard the vessel.

Mark Howard
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International Maritime History Association

Presidents Update

In 2016 at a joint International Maritime Economic History Association (IMEHA) Annual General
Meeting and International Congress of Maritime History (ICMH) General Meeting held during the
7th IMEHA International Congress of Maritime History in Fremantle, the two organisations agreed
to merge to form a new International Maritime History Association (IMHA).

The AAMH served as the Australian sub-commission of the International Commission of Maritime
History until the Commissions merger. The AAMH Executive Committee has agreed to become a
member of the new Association.

Malcolm Tull, President IMHA, has provided the following report of the proceedings:-

The conference included the General Assembly of the IMEHA which agreed to a number of
important resolutions:-

First, the General Assembly agreed to drop the word ‘Economic’ from our name so we are now the
International Maritime History Association (IMHA). It was overwhelmingly agreed that this reflects
the reality that we are a broad church of historians.

Second, another major decision was to amalgamate the IMHA and the International Commission of
Maritime History with the aim of consolidating our resources in maritime history. Dr. Graydon
Henning, President of the ICMH, spoke in favour of the amalgamation which was supported by all
ICMH members in good standing.

Third, the bylaws were updated and revised to reflect the above changes and to include specific
provision for a standing committee to advise the Executive Board on all matters previously the
concern of the ICMH.

Finally, following an excellent presentation by Associate Professor Amélia Polonia, it was decided
to hold the 8th IMHA International Congress at the University of Porto, Portugal in 2020.

As is customary, the leadership baton was passed to a new Executive:-

Professor Malcolm Tull, President

Associate Professor Amélia Polonia, Vice-President
Professor Constantin Ardeleanu, Vice President
Professor Maria Fusaro, Treasurer

Professor Dr. Ingo Heidbrink, Secretary

| would like to thank the out-going members of the Executive, Professor Dr. Lars Scholl, Dr René
Taudal Poulsen and Dr Ruthy Gertwagen for their valuable contributions over the past four years. |
am honoured to be elected President and look forward to working with the new Executive and all
our members over the next four years. A major task for all of us to rise to Ingo Heidbrink’s
challenge and ‘close the blue hole’ in historiography.

Reference: Malcolm Tull, Editorial, Report on the 7th IMEHA International Congress’, International Journal of Maritime History,
vol.28 No.4, November 2016, pp.638-9.

News from Tasmania

The Tasmanian Archives and Heritage Office is in the process of digitising significant items in its
collection and making them available online.

Material recently made available in this way includes a Customs Department ledger that contains a
record of ship clearances from Hobart between 1828 and 1833 (CUS33). Each entry in the ledger
include the name of the vessel concerned, the date it obtained port clearance, its destination and
the name of crew and passengers.

Another item recently digitised is a diary kept by Dr William Russ Pugh during his voyage to
Tasmania aboard the barque Derwent in 1836 (NS5489). (http://linc.tas.gov.au)
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Your Association

“To Help Identify Maritime Books for Review”

The Great Circle Review Editor has advised that we have a serious and melancholy situation
where we have temporarily exhausted the supply of books awaiting review and the flow of new
books seems to have dried up.

If members know of or can recommend new titles on a maritime theme then contact the Book
Review Editor immediately. Some members have published recently but we haven't been given

the opportunity. Alternatively, authors can advise their publishers to forward a copy to us.

Contact the Book Review Editor Howard Gray - hsgray@midwest.com.au

We look forward to hearing from you soon!

Events Calendar

March

Continues until Australian National Lustre: Pearling and Australia

Aug 13 Maritime Museum, Traces the heritage of pearling across northern
NSW Australia.

Until Mar 20 Queen Victoria The Art of Science: Baudin’s Voyagers 1800-1804

Museum and Art
Gallery, Launceston

The exhibition showcases original sketches and
painting created by Baudin’s artists.

Mar 31 — Aug 21

Australian National
Maritime Museum,
NSW

Pompeii Rescue

International exhibition featuring 2,000 year old
artefacts from Pompeii, Sicily, Naples and Rome.

Ongoing Museum of Geraldton, | From Great Depths: Witnessing the Wrecks of
WA HMAS Sydney (Il) and HSK Kormoran
April
7 Apr — 9 July Tasmanian Museum The Art of Science: Baudin’s Voyagers 1800-1804
and Art Gallery, The exhibition showcases original sketches and
Hobart painting created by Baudin’s artists.
The 4 other upcoming exhibition times and
venues will be highlighted in later Newsletters.
Until Apr 23 Western Australian Travellers and Traders in the Indian Ocean
Maritime Museum,
Fremantle, WA
Apr 28 Australian National Nominations close for the:-

Maritime Museum &

Australian Association
for Maritime History

Frank Broeze Memorial Maritime History Prize; and
Australian Community Maritime History Prize

The Events Calendar is by no means an exhaustive list of exhibitions, display and conferences.

Please advise the Newsletter Editor if you are aware of events that would be of interest to members.
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THE AAMH TEAM

Committee

President
James Hunter
james.hunter@anmm.gov.au

Vice President
Sally May
sally.may@museum.wa.gov.au

Treasurer
Ray Tryniw
magrayt@gmail.com

Secretary
Chris Maxworthy

cgmaxwor@gmail.com

Editors

The Great Circle

Michael McCarthy

Shipwreck Galleries, Cliff Street
Fremantle WA
Michael.McCarthy@museum.wa.gov.au

Book Review Editor
Howard Gray

P.O. Box 1559

Geraldton WA 6530
hsgray@midwest.com.au

Newsletter Editor
Ray Tryniw
magrayt@gmail.com

State & Territory Representatives

Australian Capital Territory:
New South Wales:
Northern Territory:

Queensland:
South Australia:
Tasmania:
Victoria:

Western Australia:

Andrew Forbes

Frances Steel

Paul Clark

lan Jempson

Wendy van Duivenvoorde
TBA

Mark Howard

Deb Shefi

Association Details

Post:- PO Box 1873
Fremantle WA 6959
Australia

Email:- info@aamh.asn.au

Web:- www.aamh.asn.au

A Newsletter Needs News

Contributions may be historical or newsworthy and on the theme of maritime history. They
may be short notes or articles with text about 100-1200 words with images where possible.
Text may be edited and publication is at the discretion of the Editor.

The deadline for the next Newsletter (Issue 144)is:- 11 June 2017

Thank you for your continued support.
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