
Vice-­‐President	
  Chris	
  Maxworthy	
  has	
  recently	
  
revealed	
  a	
  startling	
  discovery	
  from	
  the	
  naval	
  archive	
  
in	
  Spain.	
  During	
  a	
  research	
  trip	
  looking	
  into	
  
Australian	
  colonial	
  privateers,	
  Chris	
  came	
  across	
  a	
  
document	
  in	
  the	
  file	
  of	
  a	
  Spanish	
  brigadier	
  detailing	
  	
  
a	
  proposed	
  aDack	
  on	
  the	
  young	
  English	
  colony	
  in	
  
Sydney.	
  

The	
  research	
  was	
  published	
  for	
  the	
  first	
  Gme	
  in	
  an	
  
arGcle	
  in	
  the	
  Australian	
  Financial	
  Review.	
  Since	
  then	
  
Chris	
  has	
  described	
  the	
  response	
  as	
  overwhelming.	
  
With	
  arGcles	
  being	
  published	
  across	
  the	
  globe;	
  in	
  
Spain,	
  India,	
  Russia,	
  New	
  Zealand	
  and	
  Chile	
  to	
  name	
  
but	
  a	
  few.	
  

Chris’	
  research	
  began	
  with	
  a	
  fascinaGon	
  with	
  the	
  
privateers	
  and	
  ‘pirates’	
  from	
  Australia	
  and	
  Britain	
  
who	
  operated	
  against	
  the	
  Spanish	
  during	
  the	
  French	
  
wars	
  of	
  1793	
  and	
  1815.	
  

“As	
  I’m	
  almost	
  fluent	
  in	
  Spanish	
  it	
  was	
  a	
  natural	
  
choice	
  to	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  records	
  in	
  Spain	
  and	
  South	
  

America	
  for	
  examples	
  of	
  BriGsh	
  and	
  colonial	
  
Australian	
  whalers	
  and	
  privateers	
  that	
  were	
  
captured	
  on	
  the	
  Pacific	
  coast	
  of	
  South	
  America,”	
  
explained	
  Chris.

“In	
  2012,	
  armed	
  with	
  a	
  grant	
  from	
  the	
  Churchill	
  
Trust	
  I	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  travel	
  extensively	
  to	
  many	
  
countries	
  and	
  their	
  archives	
  in	
  search	
  of	
  these	
  
records,”	
  he	
  added.	
  

Con3nued	
  page	
  7.
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W.Dampier 
Event 

The	
  launch	
  of	
  another	
  
special	
  ediGon	
  Great	
  
Circle.	
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FB. Prize 
Extended

The	
  deadline	
  for	
  the	
  
Frank	
  Broeze	
  prize	
  has	
  
been	
  extended	
  .
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Busselton 
Jetty turns 

150

Historic,	
  longest	
  wooden	
  
jeDy	
  in	
  the	
  southern	
  
hemisphere	
  turns	
  150.	
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Chris 
Maxworthy



I start this 
message by 
congratulating 
Chris Maxworthy’s 
achievement in 
uncovering 
documents relating 
to a Spanish plan 
to invade New 
South Wales 
towards the end of 
the 18th century. 
Chris’s discovery has been reported worldwide 
including media in Spain, UK, India, Russia and 
New Zealand. I am looking forward to learning 
more at the 7th IMEHA International Congress of 
Maritime History in 2016. The Association is a co 
host of the conference and all members are 
welcome to propose papers or simply attend.

We would like to encourage our members to 
continue working with us in the ongoing 
creation of our maritime history by contributing 

to the AAMH, we welcome new friends of and 
comments on our Facebook site.

I hear founder member Graeme Henderson has 
been ‘cruising’ around Cocos and Christmas 
Islands looking for treasure (of the archaeological 
kind) and that likewise the Australian National 
Maritime Museum staff have been on expedition 
to Ashmore Reef, and a University of WA-WA 
Museum team have been on Beacon Island (the 
site of the Batavia Mutiny). We wish all parties 
success.

It	
  is	
  with	
  great	
  pleasure	
  that	
  I	
  acknowledged	
  
Michael	
  McCarthy,	
  Ian	
  Chambers,	
  Howard	
  Gray	
  
and	
  the	
  contributors	
  for	
  giving	
  me	
  the	
  
opportunity	
  to	
  launch	
  the	
  special	
  Dampier	
  Great	
  
Circle	
  volume	
  at	
  the	
  recent	
  March	
  20th	
  event.

Cheers, Peter. 

Entries	
  for	
  the	
  Frank	
  Broeze	
  prize	
  are	
  being	
  
extended	
  unGl	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  April,	
  with	
  more	
  details	
  
available	
  by	
  contacGng	
  the	
  AAMH	
  or	
  the	
  
Australian	
  NaGonal	
  MariGme	
  Museum.	
  

Entries	
  from	
  community	
  historical	
  socieGes	
  and	
  
local	
  mariGme	
  museums	
  are	
  parGcularly	
  sought,	
  
with	
  entry	
  numbers	
  down	
  from	
  previous	
  years.	
  
The	
  winner	
  of	
  the	
  community	
  the	
  $1,000	
  
Australian	
  Community	
  MariGme	
  History	
  Prize	
  can	
  
be	
  awarded	
  to	
  any	
  regional	
  or	
  local	
  museum	
  or	
  
historical	
  society	
  for	
  a	
  publicaGon,	
  resource	
  kit,	
  
DVD	
  or	
  similar	
  media	
  relaGon	
  to	
  an	
  aspect	
  of	
  
mariGme	
  history	
  for	
  that	
  region	
  or	
  community.	
  

NominaGons	
  must	
  include	
  a	
  synopsis	
  of	
  the	
  
work	
  (minimum	
  300	
  words)	
  plus	
  photocopies	
  
of	
  the	
  following:

• dust-­‐jacket	
  or	
  end	
  covers,	
  or	
  DVD	
  cover	
  
(including	
  publicaGon	
  details)

• Gtle,	
  imprint	
  and	
  contents	
  page	
  (including	
  an	
  
ISBN	
  in	
  the	
  case	
  of	
  print	
  publicaGons)

• one	
  or	
  two	
  chapters	
  (or	
  a	
  representaGve	
  
porGon)	
  of	
  the	
  publicaGon,	
  including	
  examples	
  
of	
  illustraGve	
  material.	
  

• Copies	
  of	
  any	
  published	
  reviews	
  should	
  also	
  be	
  
included.	
  The	
  publicaGon	
  itself	
  may	
  also	
  be	
  
submiDed	
  (highly	
  recommended	
  for	
  the	
  
Australian	
  Community	
  MariGme	
  History	
  prize).

NominaGons	
  should	
  be	
  posted	
  or	
  emailed	
  to:
Janine	
  Flew
PublicaGons	
  editor
Australian	
  NaGonal	
  MariGme	
  Museum
2	
  Murray	
  Street	
  Sydney	
  NSW	
  2000
	
  

From the President 

Two

Frank Broeze Prize



Dear	
  all,	
  

I	
  hope	
  you	
  
enjoy	
  this	
  latest	
  
ediGon	
  of	
  the	
  
Quarterly	
  
NewsleDer.	
  I	
  
would	
  like	
  to	
  
congratulate	
  
Chris	
  
Maxworthy	
  on	
  
his	
  recent	
  
success	
  in	
  his	
  research	
  on	
  the	
  suggested	
  aDack	
  by	
  
the	
  Spanish	
  on	
  Sydney.	
  

The	
  upcoming	
  William	
  Dampier	
  event	
  was	
  a	
  huge	
  
success,	
  as	
  plans	
  conGnue	
  for	
  the	
  InternaGonal	
  
conference	
  in	
  2016.	
  

The	
  latest	
  issue	
  of	
  the	
  Great	
  Circle	
  accompanies	
  
this	
  ediGon	
  of	
  the	
  QN	
  as	
  we	
  conGnue	
  to	
  seek	
  

postage	
  sponsorship,	
  so	
  as	
  to	
  conGnue	
  being	
  able	
  
to	
  send	
  out	
  printed	
  versions.	
  

As	
  always	
  I	
  encourage	
  our	
  members	
  to	
  get	
  
involved	
  with	
  the	
  AssociaGon	
  by	
  contribuGng	
  to	
  
the	
  Facebook	
  page	
  and	
  wriGng	
  to	
  myself	
  as	
  the	
  
NewsleDer	
  Editor,	
  with	
  suggesGons	
  and	
  arGcles.	
  

It	
  is	
  also	
  with	
  great	
  sadness	
  I	
  must	
  announce	
  I	
  
have	
  begun	
  the	
  search	
  for	
  a	
  successor.	
  Having	
  
recently	
  begun	
  a	
  part-­‐Gme	
  posiGon	
  as	
  a	
  
MarkeGng	
  Assistant,	
  while	
  conGnuing	
  with	
  my	
  
exisGng	
  work	
  it	
  has	
  become	
  a	
  challenge	
  to	
  
produce	
  the	
  newsleDer	
  on	
  Gme	
  and	
  as	
  full	
  of	
  
content	
  as	
  I	
  would	
  like.	
  

If	
  you	
  are	
  interested	
  in	
  taking	
  over	
  the	
  posiGon,	
  
or	
  know	
  someone	
  who	
  would	
  be	
  please	
  contact	
  
myself	
  or	
  the	
  president.	
  

Safe	
  travels.	
  
Sarah-­‐Jane	
  

From the Editor 

Three

Kerri	
  has	
  contacted	
  the	
  AAMH	
  in	
  regards	
  to	
  
finding	
  someone	
  who	
  may	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  assist	
  in	
  
compleGng	
  her	
  PhD.	
  

Dear	
  All,	
  

My	
  name	
  is	
  Kerri	
  and	
  I	
  am	
  just	
  finishing	
  off	
  my	
  
PhD	
  at	
  Australian	
  Na3onal	
  University.	
  I	
  am	
  
researching	
  tuberculosis	
  in	
  the	
  Pacific.
	
  
I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  speak	
  to	
  someone	
  who	
  may	
  know	
  
about	
  ships/	
  ?boats	
  in	
  the	
  sixteenth	
  century	
  in	
  
the	
  Pacific	
  (i.e.	
  the	
  size	
  and	
  type	
  of	
  boats	
  that	
  
existed).	
  I	
  am	
  also	
  interested	
  to	
  know	
  if	
  any	
  ship	
  

logs	
  from	
  the	
  16th	
  to	
  18th	
  centuries	
  contain	
  
men3on	
  of	
  consump3on	
  or	
  TB.	
  
I	
  am	
  wondering	
  if	
  you	
  can	
  put	
  me	
  in	
  touch	
  with	
  
a	
  mari3me	
  historian	
  who	
  might	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  assist	
  
me?	
  Thank	
  you.

Kind	
  Regards
Kerri	
  Viney
Lecturer,	
  Master	
  of	
  Philosophy	
  in	
  Applied	
  
Epidemiology	
  (MAE)
The	
  Australian	
  NaGonal	
  University
Canberra	
  ACT	
  0200
	
  
T:	
  +61	
  2	
  6125	
  5622
E:kerri.viney@anu.edu.au	
  
W:	
  hDp://nceph.anu.edu.au

Letter to the Editor 



Busselton Jetty turns 150

The	
  longest	
  wooden	
  jeDy	
  in	
  the	
  southern	
  
hemisphere,	
  which	
  stretches	
  out	
  2km	
  out	
  to	
  
see	
  turned	
  150	
  in	
  February.	
  

The	
  historic	
  structure	
  was	
  originally	
  built	
  	
  for	
  
ships	
  to	
  dock	
  and	
  deliver	
  Gmber	
  to	
  the	
  
fledgling	
  colony.	
  The	
  first	
  secGon	
  was	
  just	
  176	
  
meters	
  in	
  length	
  and	
  finished	
  in	
  1815.	
  

Since	
  then	
  the	
  ship	
  was	
  regularly	
  extended,	
  
unGl	
  the	
  1960’s,	
  as	
  drio	
  sands	
  made	
  the	
  water	
  
too	
  shallow	
  for	
  the	
  larger	
  incoming	
  ships	
  to	
  
moor.	
  	
  

Halvorsen 90th Anniversary 
	
  
2015	
  marks	
  the	
  90th	
  anniversary	
  of	
  the	
  
establishment	
  of	
  Halvorsen	
  Boats	
  in	
  Australia.
Since	
  1887	
  when	
  Halvor	
  Anderson	
  launched	
  his	
  
first	
  wooden	
  crao	
  near	
  Arendal	
  in	
  the	
  south	
  of	
  
Norway,	
  the	
  Halvorsen	
  family	
  has	
  been	
  building	
  
boats.	
  In	
  1925	
  the	
  family	
  moved	
  to	
  Sydney,	
  
Australia,	
  aDracted	
  by	
  its	
  beauGful	
  natural	
  
harbour.	
  

Before	
  long	
  Lars	
  had	
  established	
  himself	
  as	
  the	
  
number	
  one	
  boat	
  builder	
  in	
  Sydney,	
  with	
  his	
  
five	
  sons	
  working	
  at	
  his	
  side.

From	
  1925	
  to	
  1980	
  the	
  family	
  designed	
  and	
  
built	
  nearly	
  1,300	
  crao,	
  including	
  237	
  vessels	
  
for	
  the	
  Australian,	
  US	
  and	
  Dutch	
  forces	
  during	
  
WWII,	
  which	
  earned	
  Lars'	
  eldest	
  son	
  Harold	
  the	
  
Order	
  of	
  Australia	
  Medal.	
  Aoer	
  the	
  war,	
  the	
  
Halvorsens	
  ran	
  a	
  fleet	
  of	
  their	
  own	
  boats	
  as	
  a	
  
charter	
  business	
  in	
  the	
  waters	
  around	
  Sydney.

Exhibitions and Museums 2015

Australian	
  NaGonal	
  MariGme	
  Museum	
  
	
   Shackleton:	
  Escape	
  from	
  AntarcGca	
  
	
   2nd	
  April-­‐	
  29th	
  November	
  

Queensland	
  MariGme	
  Museum	
  
	
   DiamanGna-­‐	
  an	
  open-­‐air	
  exhibiGon	
  of	
  
	
   an	
  Australian	
  Icon

Flagstaff	
  Hill
	
   The	
  search	
  conGnues	
  for	
  130	
  items	
  
	
   missing	
  from	
  the	
  museum.	
  	
  
	
   Flagstaff	
  Hill	
  MariGme	
  Village	
  contains	
  
	
   one	
  of	
  Australia’s	
  richest	
  collecGons	
  of	
  
	
   arGfacts

Lady	
  Denman	
  Heritage	
  Complex	
  
	
   Located	
  within	
  Jervis	
  Bay,	
  in	
  Huskisson,	
  
	
   the	
  museum	
  has	
  recently	
  installed	
  solar	
  
	
   panels	
  to	
  save	
  money.	
  

Bergens	
  	
  Sjøfartsmuseum
	
   A	
  new	
  book	
  from	
  the	
  Bergen	
  MariGme	
  
	
   Museum	
  has	
  been	
  released	
  recentely	
  
	
   MariGme	
  Bergen	
  -­‐	
  200	
  years	
  in	
  
	
   pictures.	
  

Graeme Henderson Trip Continues

Graeme	
  Henderson,	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  founding	
  
members	
  of	
  the	
  AAMH	
  recently	
  set	
  out	
  with	
  a	
  
team	
  of	
  Australian	
  archeologists	
  to	
  explore	
  the	
  
Indian	
  Ocean	
  territories	
  of	
  Christmas	
  Island	
  and	
  
the	
  Cocos	
  Keeling	
  Islands,	
  beginning	
  a	
  quest	
  –	
  
the	
  ‘Closing	
  in	
  on	
  the	
  Fortuyn	
  Project’	
  –	
  to	
  
locate	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  missing	
  Dutch	
  spice	
  trade	
  
ships	
  of	
  the	
  18th	
  century.	
  

Since	
  seung	
  off	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  anomalies	
  have	
  
been	
  detected	
  by	
  the	
  team,	
  but	
  are	
  yet	
  to	
  be	
  
analysed	
  and	
  confirmed	
  as	
  potenGal	
  Dutch	
  
wrecks	
  or	
  other	
  debris.	
  

More	
  informaGon	
  will	
  follow	
  as	
  the	
  search	
  
conGnues.	
  

Four



The	
  special	
  event	
  held	
  on	
  the	
  20th	
  March	
  at	
  Bob	
  
Sexton’s	
  lecture	
  at	
  the	
  MariGme	
  Museum	
  to	
  
commemorate	
  the	
  300th	
  anniversary	
  of	
  the	
  
death	
  of	
  William	
  Dampier	
  was	
  a	
  great	
  success.	
  
Well	
  aDended	
  by	
  the	
  public	
  and	
  members	
  it	
  was	
  
a	
  perfect	
  opportunity	
  to	
  launch	
  the	
  special	
  
ediGon	
  Great	
  Circle,	
  also	
  dedicated	
  to	
  this	
  
remarkable	
  man.	
  

Dampier	
  was	
  a	
  genuine	
  17th	
  century	
  polymath	
  
and	
  as	
  such	
  has	
  leo	
  us	
  with	
  valuable	
  insights	
  into	
  
the	
  cultural	
  and	
  natural	
  environments	
  of	
  his	
  
Gme.	
  His	
  triple	
  circumnavigaGon	
  of	
  the	
  world	
  and	
  
his	
  own	
  published	
  works	
  means	
  many	
  naGons	
  
today	
  have	
  a	
  connecGon	
  with	
  Dampier	
  albeit	
  
ooen	
  half	
  forgoDen	
  in	
  the	
  passage	
  of	
  Gme.	
  
Australia	
  is	
  an	
  excepGon	
  but	
  unGl	
  recently	
  
someGmes	
  for	
  the	
  wrong	
  reasons
It	
  is	
  unfortunate	
  that	
  his	
  observaGon	
  that	
  
"The	
  inhabitants	
  of	
  this	
  country	
  are	
  the	
  
miserablest	
  People	
  in	
  the	
  world”	
  
Has	
  had	
  so	
  much	
  currency	
  because	
  it	
  obscures	
  
his	
  true	
  legacy.

This	
  special	
  ediGon	
  of	
  the	
  Great	
  Circle	
  goes	
  a	
  long	
  
way	
  to	
  correcGng	
  this	
  unbalanced	
  appreciaGon.
The	
  five	
  contributors	
  are	
  all	
  world	
  authoriGes	
  in	
  
their	
  subject	
  areas	
  and	
  the	
  AAMH	
  is	
  privileged	
  to	
  
be	
  able	
  to	
  publish	
  their	
  work	
  on	
  Dampier	
  in	
  the	
  
Great	
  Circle.

The	
  Great	
  Circle	
  editor	
  and	
  opening	
  contributor	
  
to	
  this	
  special	
  ediGon	
  is	
  Mack	
  McCarthy.
Mack’s	
  contribuGon	
  includes	
  pointers	
  to	
  reliable	
  
scholarship,	
  much	
  of	
  it	
  Australian,	
  about	
  Dampier	
  
the	
  man	
  and	
  his	
  Gmes.	
  Mack	
  also	
  provides	
  a	
  well	
  
rounded	
  summaGon	
  of	
  Dampier,	
  his	
  legacy	
  and	
  
how	
  history	
  has	
  treated	
  him.
Mack’s	
  contribuGon	
  leverages	
  off	
  the	
  truly	
  
remarkable	
  discovery	
  by	
  the	
  WA	
  MariGme	
  
Museum	
  of	
  Dampier’s	
  ship,	
  the	
  Roebuck.	
  

ContribuGons	
  from	
  Bob	
  Sexton	
  and	
  Alex	
  George	
  
AM,	
  respecGvely	
  look	
  into	
  the	
  	
  Roebuck,	
  which	
  
was	
  Dampier’s	
  vessel	
  and	
  Dampier’s	
  study	
  of	
  
flora	
  and	
  fauna	
  parGcularly	
  from	
  his	
  two	
  visit’s	
  to	
  
WA.	
  Bob	
  is	
  a	
  mariGme	
  historian	
  specialising	
  in	
  
the	
  famous	
  sailing	
  ships	
  of	
  yesteryear.	
  Alex	
  
George	
  worked	
  for	
  21	
  years	
  as	
  a	
  botanist	
  at	
  the	
  
Western	
  Australian	
  Herbarium	
  and	
  has	
  published	
  
hundreds	
  of	
  papers	
  and	
  edited	
  numerous	
  books.

Gary	
  C.	
  Williams,	
  Curator	
  of	
  Invertebrate	
  Zoology	
  
and	
  Geology	
  at	
  the	
  California	
  Academy	
  of	
  
Sciences,	
  San	
  Francisco,	
  California.	
  Gary	
  has	
  
travelled	
  on	
  all	
  seven	
  conGnents	
  in	
  pursuit	
  of	
  his	
  
career	
  in	
  marine	
  biological	
  research	
  and	
  general	
  
natural	
  history	
  studies,	
  and	
  has	
  published	
  widely	
  
on	
  discoveries	
  and	
  biology	
  of	
  marine	
  
invertebrates.	
  Gary	
  has	
  observed	
  that	
  the	
  
wriGngs	
  of	
  William	
  Dampier,	
  parGcularly	
  the	
  
publicaGon	
  of	
  his	
  book	
  A	
  New	
  Voyage	
  Round	
  the	
  
World,	
  made	
  a	
  significant	
  impression	
  on	
  the	
  
BriGsh	
  Admiralty,	
  and	
  led	
  to	
  the	
  first	
  official	
  
expediGon	
  by	
  the	
  Government	
  of	
  scienGfic	
  
discovery	
  –	
  the	
  voyage	
  of	
  their	
  MajesGes	
  Ship	
  
Roebuck

The	
  final	
  contributor	
  is	
  Kim	
  Ackerman.	
  Kim	
  has	
  
published	
  extensively	
  on	
  Aboriginal	
  technology,	
  
art	
  and	
  culture.	
  His	
  paper	
  reviews	
  the	
  indigenous 	
  
watercrao	
  of	
  the	
  Kimberley	
  region	
  with	
  
reference	
  to	
  Dampier	
  and	
  other	
  early	
  European	
  
observers.

Members	
  receive	
  a	
  free	
  copy	
  of	
  this	
  special	
  
ediGon.	
  We	
  do	
  however	
  have	
  a	
  small	
  number	
  for	
  
sale	
  for	
  $25	
  including	
  Australian	
  postage.

300th Anniversary Event 



William	
  Dampier	
  was	
  the	
  first	
  person	
  to	
  
circumnavigate	
  the	
  world	
  three	
  Gmes	
  and	
  one	
  of	
  
the	
  first	
  to	
  explore	
  parts	
  of	
  Australia.	
  He	
  is	
  cited	
  
80	
  Gmes	
  in	
  the	
  Oxford	
  English	
  dicGonary	
  for	
  the	
  
words	
  he	
  used	
  in	
  his	
  wriGngs,	
  such	
  as	
  “avocado”,	
  
“chopsGck”	
  and	
  “barbecue”.	
  One	
  of	
  his	
  crew	
  
members	
  was	
  said	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  inspiraGon	
  for	
  Daniel 	
  
Defoe’s	
  Robinson	
  Crusoe	
  and	
  menGoned	
  in	
  
Jonathan	
  Swios’s	
  	
  Gulliver’s	
  Travels.

Born	
  in	
  Somerset	
  in	
  1651,	
  joined	
  the	
  Royal	
  Navy	
  
at	
  22,	
  aoer	
  serving	
  on	
  two	
  voyages	
  on	
  Merchant	
  
vessels.	
  His	
  service	
  in	
  the	
  Navy	
  was	
  cut	
  short	
  by	
  
illness,	
  but	
  aoer	
  aDempGng	
  careers	
  in	
  other	
  areas 	
  
eventually	
  returned	
  to	
  sailing.

70	
  years	
  before	
  Cook,	
  Dampier	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  
first	
  explorers	
  and	
  scienGsts	
  to	
  land	
  on	
  the	
  
western	
  coast	
  of	
  Australia.	
  Landing	
  in	
  Shark	
  Bay	
  in	
  
1699,	
  the	
  exhibiGon	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  
celebrated	
  at	
  the	
  Gme.	
  	
  

His	
  work	
  recording	
  flora	
  and	
  fauna	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  
first	
  catalogues	
  of	
  Australian	
  plants	
  and	
  animals.	
  
Including	
  his	
  descripGon	
  of	
  a	
  shark	
  with	
  a	
  
hippopotamus	
  in	
  it’s	
  mouth	
  (probably	
  a	
  dugong)

His	
  work	
  at	
  this	
  Gme	
  heavily	
  influenced	
  that	
  of	
  his 	
  
beDer	
  known	
  successor’s,	
  Cook	
  and	
  Flinders.	
  
Notably	
  Oxford	
  University	
  holds	
  a	
  sample	
  of	
  a	
  
Sturt’s	
  pea	
  discovered	
  by	
  Dampier	
  150	
  years	
  
before	
  Sturt	
  himself	
  is	
  credited	
  with	
  finding	
  the	
  
plant.	
  

His	
  circumnavigaGons	
  of	
  the	
  world,	
  took	
  place	
  
during	
  his	
  Gme	
  as	
  a	
  pirate	
  and	
  privateer.	
  His	
  
search	
  for	
  treasure	
  took	
  him	
  all	
  over	
  the	
  world,	
  
including	
  to	
  the	
  Australian	
  mainland,	
  making	
  him	
  
one	
  of	
  the	
  first	
  Englishmen	
  to	
  touch	
  its	
  soil.	
  	
  

Following	
  his	
  Gme	
  as	
  a	
  buccaneer,	
  Dampier	
  was	
  
placed	
  in	
  command	
  of	
  HMS	
  Roebuck.	
  A	
  
quesGonable	
  decision,	
  which	
  has	
  been	
  aDributed	
  
to	
  Dampier’s	
  growing	
  celebrity	
  at	
  the	
  Gme	
  in	
  
addiGon	
  to	
  his	
  network	
  of	
  influenGal	
  connecGons,	
  
including	
  that	
  of	
  Samuel	
  Pepys.	
  Roebuck	
  was	
  sent	
  
out	
  to	
  Australia	
  under	
  Dampier’s	
  command,	
  for	
  
further	
  exploraGons	
  of	
  the	
  new	
  conGnent.	
  

With	
  the	
  ship	
  in	
  poor	
  repair	
  Dampier	
  was	
  unable	
  
to	
  fulfill	
  the	
  extent	
  of	
  the	
  exploraGon	
  as	
  he	
  had	
  
hoped,	
  leaving	
  the	
  east	
  coast	
  to	
  be	
  discovered	
  
and	
  explored	
  by	
  cook	
  more	
  than	
  half	
  a	
  century	
  
later.	
  Aoer	
  making	
  it	
  as	
  far	
  as	
  Batavia,	
  the	
  centre	
  
point	
  of	
  the	
  East	
  India	
  Companies	
  trade	
  route,	
  
Roebuck	
  was	
  repaired	
  and	
  once	
  again	
  sent	
  on	
  its	
  
way.	
  In	
  February	
  1701	
  the	
  ship	
  sprung	
  a	
  serious	
  
leak	
  just	
  off	
  Ascension	
  island.	
  The	
  crew	
  and	
  some	
  
of	
  Dampier’s	
  journals	
  and	
  specimens	
  were	
  saved	
  
but	
  the	
  ship	
  was	
  lost,	
  and	
  only	
  recently	
  
discovered	
  in	
  2001.

Dampier	
  passed	
  away	
  someGme	
  around	
  1715,	
  
although	
  exact	
  cause	
  and	
  place	
  of	
  rest	
  is	
  
unknown.	
  At	
  the	
  Gme	
  he	
  was	
  sGll	
  awaiGng	
  the	
  
rewards	
  of	
  his	
  third	
  and	
  final	
  circumnavigaGon	
  of	
  
the	
  world.	
  

The William Dampier Story
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Ecuadorian 
stamp from 
2006, 
commemorate
s Dampier’s 
piracy. (image 
wikipedia)

Sturt’s 
Pea



During	
  the	
  last	
  five	
  years	
  Chris	
  has	
  visited	
  the	
  
archive	
  for	
  personnel	
  records	
  of	
  the	
  Spanish	
  
Navy,	
  located	
  in	
  a	
  small	
  town	
  called	
  Viso	
  del	
  
Marqures	
  four	
  Gmes.	
  It	
  was	
  here	
  he	
  found	
  the	
  
Bustamante	
  document,	
  detail	
  a	
  proposed	
  aDack	
  
of	
  100	
  gunboats.	
  

Chris	
  explained	
  that	
  during	
  the	
  fraught	
  Gmes	
  of	
  
the	
  French	
  wars	
  it	
  was	
  likely	
  BriGsh	
  occupaGon	
  of	
  
Australia’s	
  Pacific	
  coast	
  and	
  Hawaii	
  would	
  have	
  
been	
  seen	
  as	
  an	
  incursion	
  of	
  Spanish	
  territory.	
  

“From	
  the	
  perspec,ve	
  of	
  European	
  
sovereignty	
  Spain	
  had	
  always	
  laid	
  claim	
  to	
  
the	
  enGrety	
  of	
  the	
  Pacific	
  Ocean.	
  

“This	
  claim	
  was	
  valid	
  under	
  internaGonal	
  law	
  and	
  
convenGon	
  at	
  the	
  Gme,	
  since	
  Vasco	
  Núñez	
  de	
  
Balboa	
  was	
  the	
  first	
  European	
  to	
  sight	
  the	
  Pacific	
  
from	
  the	
  Ismthus	
  of	
  Darian	
  [in]	
  1513.	
  

“Then	
  Ferdinand	
  Magellan	
  was	
  the	
  first	
  
European	
  to	
  voyage	
  from	
  the	
  AtlanGc	
  to	
  Pacific	
  
Ocean	
  in	
  (1519-­‐1522)	
  and	
  the	
  first	
  to	
  
circumnavigate	
  the	
  world,”	
  said	
  Chris.	
  

The	
  actual	
  impact	
  of	
  such	
  an	
  aDack	
  can	
  be	
  
debated.	
  Up	
  to	
  that	
  point	
  Port	
  Jackson	
  had	
  not	
  
been	
  flagged	
  as	
  an	
  overly	
  important	
  strategic	
  
point.	
  Chris	
  has	
  suggested	
  that	
  should	
  an	
  aDack	
  
have	
  happened	
  later	
  in	
  the	
  war	
  it	
  is	
  more	
  likely	
  
negoGaGons	
  would	
  have	
  taken	
  place	
  and	
  a	
  blend	
  
of	
  the	
  two	
  cultures	
  would	
  have	
  been	
  the	
  result.	
  

Chris	
  is	
  currently	
  at	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Sydney	
  
conGnuing	
  his	
  research	
  along	
  these	
  themes.	
  With	
  
plans	
  to	
  author	
  a	
  book.	
  

For	
  members	
  in	
  the	
  Sydney	
  region,	
  the	
  State	
  Library	
  
has	
  arrange	
  to	
  give	
  a	
  presenta6on	
  on	
  the	
  25th	
  March	
  
at	
  12:30.	
  More	
  details	
  are	
  available	
  at	
  
www.sl.nsw.gov.au,	
  under	
  the	
  events	
  heading	
  or	
  this	
  
weblink.	
  

Armada Attack Planned
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The	
  Canadian	
  government	
  announced	
  in	
  
September	
  2014	
  that	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  ill-­‐fated	
  Franklin	
  
ExpediGon	
  ships	
  lost	
  in	
  the	
  ArcGc	
  170	
  years	
  ago	
  
had	
  been	
  found.

Sir	
  John	
  Franklin's	
  effort	
  to	
  map	
  and	
  navigate	
  the	
  
Northwest	
  Passage	
  foundered	
  aoer	
  his	
  ships	
  
became	
  locked	
  in	
  ice	
  on	
  his	
  fourth	
  arcGc	
  
expediGon.

2016	
  will	
  be	
  the	
  180th	
  anniversary	
  of	
  Sir	
  John	
  
Franklin’s	
  appointment	
  as	
  Governor	
  of	
  Van	
  
Diemen’s	
  Land.	
  Sir	
  John	
  and	
  Lady	
  Jane	
  Franklin	
  
were	
  progressive	
  in	
  their	
  views	
  and	
  shared	
  a	
  
commitment	
  to	
  exploraGon.	
  Sir	
  John	
  was	
  an	
  
experienced	
  navigator	
  and	
  explorer	
  having	
  
commenced	
  as	
  a	
  midshipman	
  with	
  MaDhew	
  
Flinders	
  Australian	
  exploraGons	
  in	
  April	
  1802.	
  
Lady	
  Franklin	
  sponsored	
  seven	
  expediGons	
  to	
  find	
  
her	
  husband	
  and	
  traveled	
  extensively	
  around	
  the	
  
world	
  herself.

Franklin Ship Found
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Thank You! 

Next	
  Issue	
  of	
  AAMH	
  
Quarterly	
  NewsleFer	
  will	
  be	
  

available	
  sooon.
ContribuIons	
  and	
  feedback	
  are	
  always	
  
welcome!	
  

Safe	
  travels!	
  
Don’t	
  forget	
  to	
  like	
  our	
  Facebook	
  page.
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