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State Government Funds Return of Duyfken to Western Australian Waters

The Western Australian
Government has committed
funds to keep the locally-
built replica VOC vessel
Duyfken in the state for the
next 10 years. The State
Government has announced
a grant of $263,000 to the
Duyfken 1606 Replica Foun-
dation to have the Duyfken
sail to Fremantle from Syd-
ney, where the vessel is on
display at the Australian
National Maritime Museum
until May 2012. In addition,
the Foundation will be
prowided with $125,000 per
annum, indexed for inflation,
over the next 10 years to
keep the vessel in Western
Australia. It is expected that
the Duyfken replica will play
a key part in celebrations
planned in 2016 for the

Source: National Library of Australia

400th anniversary of Dirk
Hartog’s landing at Cape
Inscription, at Dirk Hartog
Island in Shark Bay. The rep-
lica was constructed jointly by
the 1606 Foundation and the
Western Australian Maritime
Museum, and launched at Fre-
mantle in 1999. Duyfken has
goodwill tours to Sydney, Queen-
sland, Indonesia, Sri Lanka,
Mauritius, South Africa, and

New Speculation of Portuguese Discovery of Australia

An antique gun found buried
off Dundee Beach, north of
Darwin, has fuelled renewed
speculation of 16th-century
Portuguese contact with the
northern Australian coastline.
The swivel gun was found
by Darwin youngster
Christopher Doukas in
January 2010, and is now set
to be examined by the
Darwin Museum. Various
theories of the Portuguese
discovery of Australia have
been advanced over the years
on the basis of items

recovered in northern  Australia,
such as the Carronade Island
guns, or cartographic clues, such
as the Dieppe Map’s depiction of
the mysterious ‘Java La Grande’
coastline. Compelling evidence
arguably remains elusive. The
latest find was made when the 13
year old schoolboy noticed the
gun sticking out from mud during
a period of unusually low tides on
a family visit to the beach. The
family altered the Darwin
Museum in July, and an examina-
tion is now set to be carried out to
determine the age of the gun.

Texel in the Netherlands,
and has spent time berthed
at the Old Brewery in the
Swan River, at the
Queensland Maritime Mu-
seum, and at the Australian
National Maritime Museum.
The original Duyfken is
credited with the first au-
thenticated European
discovery of Australia, after
Captain William Janszoon
landed near Pennefather
River in the Gulf of Carpen-
taria during a voyage of
exploration out of Bantam
in the Dutch East Indies.
The original vessel was a
barque of approximately 25-
30 lasten (50-60 tons), and
is believed to have been
built in the Netherlands in
approximately 1595. The
ship was condemned as
beyond repair at Ternate, in
the Moluccas, in 1608.
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Shipwreck Salvager Under
Investigation in Indonesia

Australian  treasure-hunter
Michael Hatcher is reported
to be under investigation
for allegedly plundering
porcelain items from an
Indonesian shipwreck. The
investigation by Indonesian
authorities follows the
seizure of 2,360 items dating
from the Ming Dynasty
found aboard two ships off
the west coast of Java in
September 2011. Hatcher is
one of the world’s foremost
salvage experts, and has
previously recovered items
including gold ingots and
Chinese porcelain from
wrecks in Indonesian waters,
including a particularly
valuable haul recovered from
a wreck near the Riau
Islands in the mid-1980s that
is estimated to have netted
over $18 million.

Old Whalers Unearthed in
Bunbury Seaside Carpark
Maritime Archaeologists
have commenced excavating
three ships found beneath a
carpark in Bunbury, Western
Australia. Two of the ships
are American whalers
wrecked during the nine-
teenth century. One vessel
has been identified as the
Samuel Wright, and a second
as the North America, which
was wrecked in 1843. The
third ship remains a mystery,
and wood samples are being
tested in an effort to aid
identification of wreck. The
area around the carpark has
long been thought to contain
19th-Century shipwrecks.

HMAS Whyalla Turns 70

The WW2 Corvette HMAS
Whyalla reached the age of
seventy years recently, with
the milestone marked by an
event held in Whyalla to
mark the anniversary of the
vessel’s commissioning into
the Royal Australian Navy on
8 January 1942. One of 60
Bathurst-class Corvettes built
in Australia during WW2,
and one of 20 manned by
Australian seamen and com-
missioned into the RAN,
Whyalla served initially as a
convoy escort ship off the
east Australian coast, before
surveying the approaches to
Milne Bay prior to the Aus-
tralian landing, and later tak-
ing part in the landing itself.
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Whyalla joined the British
Pacific Fleet in 1944, and
was present at the American
landings at Okinawa. After
the War the vessel was sold
to the Victorian Government
and, under the name Rip,
served as a lighthouse ma-
tainance ship. In 1984 the
ship was purchased by the
Whyalla Council for $5000 to
be the centrepiece of the
Whyalla Maritime Museum,
and was pulled ashore on the
same slip used to launch the
vessel in 1944.

Expedition to Gladstone to
Investigate Royal Charlotte
The Australian National Mari-
time Museum has commenced
an investigation of the wreck of
the 19th-Century convict ship
Royal Charlotte. Wrecked on
Frederick Reef, north of Glad-
stone, on 11 June 1825, the In-
dian-built vessel had been used
to carry convicts to Australia
and troops to India during the
early 19th-Century. The
Museum will search an area of
26km by 7km in an attempt to
relocate the wreck, which sur-
vived for at least four years
and was used as a navigation
beacon before sinking below
the water. The wreck cost of the
lives of only 2 people, with at
least 100 people surviving on a
nearby sandy coral quay until
being rescued after six weeks.
Navy’s Newest Ship Named
After WW1 & WW2 Seaman
The RAN’s newest ship, the
former Royal Navy Bay-class
Landing Dock Ship Largs Bay,
has been named HMAS
Choules after Chief Petty Offi-
cer Claude Choules, who served
in the Royal Navy in WW1 and
the Royal Australian Navy in
WW2, and whom, at the time of
his death at the age of 110 in
2011, was believed to be the
world’s last WWI1 combat
veteran. Decommissioned from
the Royal Navy as a part of the
Strategic Defence and Security
Review, HMAS Choules allows
the RAN to maintain an am-
phibious capability until the
arrival on new Landing Heli-
copter Dock ships in 2014-15.
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Frank Broeze Memorial Book Prize and Vaughan Evans Memorial Lecture

The Frank Broeze Memorial
Book Prize 2011 has been
awarded to Iain McCalman
for his Darwin’s Armada:
How four voyagers to Aus-
tralasia won the battle for
evolution and changed the
world (Penguin, 2010). The
prize, jointly administered by
the Australian National
Maritime Museum (ANMM)
and the Australian Associa-
tion for Maritime History,
(AAMH) was presented
at the Western Australian
Maritime Museum on 9
December 2011. Jeffrey
Mellefont represented the
ANMM, and Peter Ridgway
officiated on behalf of the
AAMH. The new Australian
Community Maritime His-
tory prize was also awarded
at the event, to the Lady
Denman Heritage Complex,
Huskisson, for ‘Shipping and
Shipwrecks: Stories from

The Australian Association inspired by his participation in
fW Moaritime Hisz‘my me the reality television pro-

DARWIN'S
ARMADA

IAIN MCCALMAN

Winner of the 2011 Frank Broeze
Memorial Book Prize: Iain McCalman

Jervis Bay’. After accepting
the award, Professor McCal-
man proceeded to deliver the
Vaughan Evans Memorial
Lecture for 2011. The subject
of the lecture was ‘Lost in the
Labriynth: ~ Reenacting and
Rethinking James Cook's En-
deavour Voyage through the
Great Barrier Reef’, a topic

gramme ‘Darwin’s Brave
New World’, which aired on
the ABC in 2009. Held as part
of the Western Australian
Maritime Museum’s Batavia
Lecture Series, the evening
was extremely well at-
tended, and very well received
by the large audience. In a
remarkable coincidence, the
event took place on the 18th
anniversary of the launch of
the replica HMB Endeavour,
which was moored at Victoria
Quay only a short distance
from the lecture venue. It is
hoped that Jeffrey’s lecture
will be published in a forth-
coming issue of The Great
Circle. This was the seventh
awarding of the Frank Broeze
prize, established to com-
memorate the late Prof. Frank
Broeze, one of the founding
members of the AAMH.

AAMH Quarterly Newsletter: Position Vacant as Newsletter Editor Resigns

The Editor of the AAMH
Quarterly Newsletter,
Joseph Christensen, advised
the AAMH Executive at the
Association's recent AGM
(see report p-4) that he will
be unable to continue in the
role of Newsletter Editor
owing to a series of pressing
commitments in 2012 and
beyond. Joseph has edited
the Newsletter since 2008,
and wishes to take this
opportunity to thank all
members and other parties
who have contributed items
to the Newsletter over this
time. He also apologies for
the delays that have some-
times occurred in sending
out the Newsletter.
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Back where it all began:
AAMH Quarterly Newsletter,
Issue 111, September 2008

The position of Newsletter
Editor is now vacant, and
open to expressions of
interest. Any member
wishing to take on this
responsibility should contact
AAMH President Peter
Ridgway at eridgway@iinet.net.au

or by writing to GPO Box
1873 Fremantle W.A 6959.
A small honorarium is paid
to the Editor. The Quarterly
Newsletter has been pro-
duced since the foundation
of the Australian Association
for Maritime History, and
(excluding the outgoing edi-
tor) has in the past been ed-
ited by some of the Associa-
tion’s most prominent mem-
bers.




