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For those who've come across the seas
We've boundless plains to share...

The President and Executive Committee of the AAMH convey greetings to all members
and friends for the coming festive season

AAMH President’s Report 2001
The AAMH Executive will remain almost unchanged for 2002.  As a result of

the pressures of writing up his PhD thesis Nathan Richards has resigned as Secretary
- thanks for your excellent work on the AAMH website.  Susan Briggs has agreed to
become the Secretary.  All other positions remain as they were for 2001 and contact
details remain unchanged at the Department of Archaeology at Flinders University.
The new General Editor for The Great Circle from 1 Jan 2002 will be Dr Steve
Mullins at Central Queensland University. Mark Staniforth
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AAMH Contacts

President
Dr Mark Staniforth
c/- Archaeology Department, Flinders
University
GPO Box 2100. Adelaide
South Australia  5001
(08) 8201 5195 (W)  (08) 8373 3267 (H)
Fax (08) 8201 3845
Mark.Staniforth@flinders.edu.au
stan0048@flinders.edu.au

Secretary
Ms Susan Briggs
C/- The Archaeology Department
Flinders University
GPO Box 2100. Adelaide
South Australia  5001
smbriggs@senet.com.au

AAMH Quarterly Newsletter
(Not after December 2001)
Dr Paul R. Weaver
23 Waddell Rd.
Palmyra,
Western Australia. 6157.
pweaver@starwon.com.au

The Great Circle
Dr Steve Mullins
Senior Lecturer in History
Department of Humanities,
Central Queensland University
Rockhampton
QLD 4702
ph. (07) 49309662
fax. (07) 49306455

Change of address
Notify the Secretary.

Undelivered Newsletters
Please return  them to:
Dr Mark Staniforth
c/- Archaeology Department, Flinders
University
GPO Box 2100. Adelaide
South Australia  5001

Biological mail
attacks

As a precautionary
measure you are requested to use
electronic media as much as
possible when contacting
AAMH office bearers or editors.
When any material is sent by
ordinary mail please use new
envelopes with the name and
address of the sender clearly
identified on the outside.

The Great Circle
Editorial Board members - 2002

Ass. Prof. Malcolm Tull
School of Economics
Murdoch University
Murdoch, WA

Ass.Prof. John McCarthy,
School of History 
Australian Defence Force Academy
/University of N.S.W.
Canberra, ACT

Prof. David Carment
Dean - Faculty of Law, Business and Arts
Northern Territory University
Casuarina, NT

Prof. Richard Morris
School of Management
University of Western Sydney
Penrith South, NSW

Prof. Tim Runyan
Program in Maritime Studies
Admiral Ernest M. Eller House
East Carolina University
Greenville, North Carolina
USA

Prof. Sarah Palmer
Director - Greenwich Maritime Institute
Maritime Greenwich University Campus
London, UK

Prof. Lewis R. (Skip) Fischer)
Department of History 
Memorial University of Newfoundland   
St. John's, Canada

Changed direction for
AAMH Quarterly

Newsletter editorship
See page 24 

Other SA office holders
Vice President: Gerald Donaghy (no
email)
Treasurer: Tracey Treloar
(traceytreloar@hotmail.com)
Publicity Officer: Chris Lewczak
(drphatty@senet.com.au)
SA Councillors: Kevin Jones,
Phyllis Coxhill, Terry Arnott



Contacts and Conferences

= AAMH Fremantle - 11-14 December 2001 - Maritime History Beyond 2000; Visions of Sea and Shore - Website at
http://mh2001.murdoch.edu.au The Email address of the conveners is mh2001@murdoch.edu.au

= University of Malta - 26-28 April 2002 - Conference on Mediterranean Maritime History.
This is to coincide with the establishment of a Mediterranean Maritime History network which evolved from the Third
International Congress of Maritime History in Denmark in 2000.  For further information visit the website at
http://www.um.edu.mt/news/mmhnindex.html

= University of Glasgow - 7 -9 March 2002 - Tenth New Researchers in Maritime History Conference.  Contact is
Christine Leslie by email C.Leslie@socsci.gla.ac.uk

= Buenos Aires, Argentina -  22-26 July 2002 - XIII International Economic History Congress - Website at
www.eh.net/xiii congress.  Prof. Lewis Fischer is the email contact at  lfischer@mun.ca

= Royal Australian Navy, Sydney Australia - 29 -31 January 2002 - Pacific 2002 Sea Power Conference - This looks
like being a pretty salubrious event.  The A$225 rego includes three luncheons, brass band entertainment, and “happy
hours” in the navy tradition on a couple of nights.  The dinner at an extra $90 promises to be pretty good too.
Remember, “The navy gets the gravy while the army gets the beans, beans, beans, beans.”  Oh, nearly forgot.  There
will be a range of interesting speakers.  The RAN has sent a beautiful colour booklet about the conference and a
registration form, but has omitted the mail address or other contact details.  The website is listed on the cover as
www.navy.gov.au/9_sites/spc/default_old.htm has become obsolete.  Try contacting RAN Seapower Centre, RAAF
Fairburn, Canberra 2600, because the conference looks like being a really good one.

= Check out the website www.icmh.org.uk for the latest information of maritime history conferences and organisations.
The AAMH is a member of the ICMH.

= Professor A. Barbedo de Magalhães in Portugal is keen to hear from people who might be interested in  the
International Institute for Asian Studies and Interchange (IASA).  The aim is to promote interdisciplinary studies with a
special focus on Southeast Asia and Oceania.  Opportunity exists for cooperative studies involving East Timor.  For
further information contact Professor de Magalhães at barbedomag@hotmail.com or barbedo@fe.up.pt

Become a maritime archaeologist

Maritime Archaeology is currently taught at 12 universities throughout the world and at only two universities in
Australia.  The maritime archaeology and underwater
cultural heritage management programs at Flinders
University and James Cook University aim to meet the
growing demand for trained professional maritime
archaeologists in an expanding field.  The programs also
aim to provide a global view of underwater cultural heritage
management and maritime archaeology that builds and
draws on Australia's reputation as a world leader in this
field.  They build on existing collaborative teaching and
research initiatives between James Cook University,
Flinders University and the WA Maritime Museum.

The Departments of Archaeology at Flinders and James
Cook Universities have successfully been teaching
maritime archaeology at an undergraduate level since the
mid-1990's. From 2000 the Departments have collectively
offered expanded programs of undergraduate topics in
maritime archaeology consisting of a Maritime
Archaeology Field School, a general Maritime Archaeology
course and an advanced course focussing on the Archaeology of
Maritime Societies and Industries.  There is also a considerable
number of research Honours and Postgraduate students in maritime archaeology and related areas at both institutions.

From 2002 there will be courses towards a Graduate Certificate, a Graduate Diploma and a Master’s Degree in
Maritime Archaeology.  For further information contact:

Associate Professor, Dr Peter Veth - Department of Archaeology, James Cook University - 07 4781 5858 -
peter.veth.jcu.edu.au

Dr Mark Staniforth - Department of Archaeology, Flinders University - 08 8201 5195
Mark.Staniforth@flinders.edu.au
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This could be you - become a maritime archaeologist

Collection: P. Weaver



That song says it all - almost

When the Prime Minister Mr John Howard was a young whipperschnapper he used to sing Advance Australia Fair with a
slightly different set of words to what we try to remember now.  In the earlier version, chapter two was sufficient to make
royalist chests swell with pride, but it made republicans puke; and chapter four really got the blood of the xenophobes
pumping.  Yep, believe it or not, we all had British souls in those good old days, no matter what we thought, or where we
were born.  Any takers to compose a new version incorporating the “Pacific solution”?  A prize from Dr Weaver for the
best sent to him.
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The Australian National Anthem

Australians all let us rejoice,
For we are young and free,
We've golden soil and wealth for toil;
Our home is girt by sea;
Our land abounds in nature's gifts
Of beauty rich and rare;
In history's page, let every stage
Advance Australia Fair.
In joyful strains then let us sing,
Advance Australia Fair.

Beneath our radiant Southern Cross
We'll toil with hearts and hands
To make this Commonwealth of ours
Renowned of all the lands;
For those who've come across the seas
We've boundless plains to share, 
With courage let us all combine 
To Advance Australia Fair.
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
Advance Australia Fair.

An earlier version

Australian sons, let us rejoice.
For we are young and free.
We've golden soil and wealth for toil,
Our home is girt by sea.
Our land abounds in nature's gifts
Of beauty rich and rare;
In hist'ry's page, let evry stage
Advance Australia Fair
In joyful strains let us sing
Advance Australia Fair.

When gallant Cook from Albion sailed.
To trace wide oceans o'er.
True British courage bore him on.
Til he landed on our shore
Then here he raised Old England's flag.
The standard of the brave.
With all her faults we love her still.
Britannia rules the wave.
In joyful strains let us sing
Advance Australia Fair.

Beneath our radiant Southern Cross.
We'll toil with hearts and hands,
To make our youthful Commonwealth
Renowned of all the lands;
For loyal sons beyond the seas
We've boundless plains to share,
With courage let us all combine
To Advance Australia fair.
In joyful strains let us sing
Advance Australia Fair.

Should foreign for e'er sight our coast.
Or dare a foot to land,
We'll rouse to arms like sires of yore
To guard our native strand;
Britannia then shall surely know,
Beyond wide oceans roll
Her sons in fair Australia's land
Still keep a British soul.
In joyful strains let us sing
Advance Australia Fair.

Crew of MV Tampa about to rescue Afghan asylum
seekers from overloaded Indonesian vessel



Nauru - Australia’s newest island prison

The Australian government’s September persuasion of “The world’s smallest Republic” to allow the establishment of
an Australian prison for desperate asylum seekers provides the opportunity for a closer look at this otherwise almost
forgotten lump of frigate bird guano in the Pacific.

With a storyline which could have been perfect for Yes Minister, the 10,000 or so Nauruans suddenly discovered they
had been volunteered to allow Australia, one of their old colonial masters, to establish a prison facility on their island in
the sun.

By a strange twist there was a rather new and luxurious facility (by Nauru standards) on the island which had
ostensibly been constructed for a world weightlifting championship which never eventuated.  Locked up ever since, all it
needed was a cordon of razor wire to be ready.  Trouble is no one actually bothered to negotiate with the private owners,
which got up their noses.

Plan B was swung into action with the Australian Army working ‘round the clock to build a prison camp in the
barren, mosquito infested hinterland before the arrival of would-be immigrants on HMAS Manoora.  The original plan had
been to disperse them from New Guinea, but this had been thwarted by an Australian court order by Justice Tony North
that they be landed in Australia.  An appeal was lodged with the
Full Court of the Federal Court, and pending the outcome
Manoora arrived off Nauru on 17 September with the camp
incomplete.  As well as the Tampa people, also on board was
another group picked up from an Indonesian fishing boat Aceng
on 7 September.  The Full Court reversed Justice North’s
decision on a timely 17 September by a vote of 2-1.

Now Nauru is pretty small by any standards.  It has an area
of about 21·3 km2 and a coastline of about 30 km in length.
The official population density is therefore high, 525 persons
per km2 but in reality is much higher where people concentrate.
In 1999 the ethnicities comprised Nauruan 58%, other Pacific
Islanders 26%, Chinese 8% and European 8%.  Main religions
are Catholic (33%) and Protestant denominations (66%).  The
official language is Nauruan, but English is the language of
trade and commerce, and the increasing preference of younger
generations.

Phosphate royalties have brought a degree of affluence to
islanders and high consumption of imported “junk food” is
widespread.  Diabetes, obesity and heart disease are common,
with a heavy recourse to the Australian medical system.
Watching Australian Rules footy on the single TV channel is reportedly a national obsession.

According to the World Wildlife Fund this oval-shaped outcrop, located near the Equator in the Central Pacific west of
Kiribati, is surrounded by a reef, exposed at low tide.  There is no protected harbour and offshore moorings are reputedly
the deepest in the world.

More than a century of phosphate mining has stripped four-fifths of the land area, and has left the central plateau,
which rises to 56m (213ft), infertile and unpopulated.  Little more than a barren terrain of jagged coral pinnacles which
stand 15m (49ft) high.  The island does have a fertile coastal strip 150-300M (492-984ft) wide, where there are coconut
palms, pandanus trees and remnant indigenous hardwoods such as the tomano.  Bananas, pineapples and some vegetables
are grown on the land surrounding Buada Lagoon.  Some secondary vegetation grows over coral pinnacles which
intersperse the island's beaches.  The island has a significant shortage of fresh water resources.

Captain John Fearn came across Nauru in 1798 en-route from New Zealand to China. He named it Pleasant Island.
Subsequently, the usual fortune-seekers, whalers, blackbirders, loggers and buccaneers visited the island over the next half
century.  Introduction of firearms and alcohol destroyed any harmony between the 12 indigenous tribes living on the island,
leading to a bloody ten-year war.  This and introduced disease reduced the population by a third in little over 40 years, and a
rough census determined that women outnumbered men by 30%.   By the 1870s so many guns had been obtained by
Nauruans that German traders were asking their government for protection.  Germany invaded in 1888 and Nauru became

incorporated into the German Marshall Islands until 1914.  During this period, in 1899 a British prospecting company
determined that Nauru was nearly solid phosphate - a precious agricultural and industrial commodity.  By arrangement with
the Germans, mining of the phosphate commenced.

The outbreak of WW1 saw seizure of Nauru by Australia’s RAN.  After the war, the island became a British-mandated
territory administered by Australia, and exploitation of the phosphate continued.  In December 1940 German raiders shelled
and sank several Australian and British vessels sheltering during a cyclone.  The Japanese invaded in 1942 and deported
about half the population, some 1200 people to Truk Island in the Carolines as slave labour.  About 500 of them perished,
and by 1946 when 737 survivors returned, they discovered the remaining population under the Japanese had dwindled to

4



less than 1000.
Following the war, Nauru remained under Australian administration as a United

Nations Trust Territory.  The British Phosphate Commission offered to resettle
islanders, suggesting Curtis Island in Bass Strait.  Not surprisingly, the Nauruans
turned down the offer.

By 1951, the Local Government Council was established, granting a small
measure of self determination to islanders. Nauru won full independence in
January 1968, when it was accorded special member status of the
Commonwealth.  In 1970, Australia, New Zealand and Britain handed over their
joint control of the phosphate operations to the Nauru Phosphate Corporation.

In the early days of mining the company paid half a penny per ton of
phosphate shipped to those Nauruans holding land in mined areas, and the annual
amount shipped was generally between one half and two million tons.  While the
royalty did increase, Nauru lodged a claim against Australia in 1989 for
compensation for damage caused before independence.  The International Court of
Justice at The Hague determined that Australia had failed to fulfil its "trust
obligation" and therefore owed Nauru approximately A$72 million in land
rehabilitation damages for phosphate lands mined-out prior to independence.

Australia and Nauru signed an out-of-court settlement in 1993 for US$66
million, and New Zealand and Britain each agreed to contribute nominal sums.
The Nauru Phosphate Royalties Trust invests money from the sale of phosphate
and has extensive investments in Australia, Hawaii and other countries as
insurance for the day when the phosphate is depleted, possibly in 2003.

Under Nauru's Constitution, the Trust must pay a percentage of phosphate
royalties into a fund to finance rehabilitation of the ruined landscape. The current
estimate is this will cost US$230 million over more than 20 years.

Nauru will face enormous financial difficulties when the phosphate is
depleted. The Government announced plans to rehabilitate the island during the
1994 Small Island States Conference on Sustainable Development, without
settling on a preferred method. With their nation edging towards economic ruin,
the government has been plagued with instability and accusations of poor
financial management, and since November 1995 the country has had six rulers, with changes often brought about by
votes of no confidence. Some of the large-scale losses were recouped in 1996 when the government successfully sued its
legal advisors.

The President of Nauru is head of state as well as head of government; currently represented by Mr Rene Harris.
Election is from within a unicameral parliament of 18 members, every three years.  While all members are elected from the
community by secret ballot, kinship affiliations rather than specific issues tend to play a strong role in whom is selected
to stand.  A Supreme and Family Court operate under the constitution, but appeals can be taken to the High Court of
Australia.  Paul Weaver
(Web sources: World Wildlife Fund, Lonely Planet, BBC, CIA Factbook, Ethnalogue.)

Dictionary updates

Rescuees Asylum seekers picked up in Australian waters and not allowed to proceed towards the mainland.
Detainees These people are not prisoners.  They are free to leave at any time, but not towards the Aussie

mainland.
Detention centres Camps for concentrating rescuees and asylum seekers so that they may fully appreciate their situation.

Not to be confused with prisons or concentration camps.
Refugees Potential terrorists, especially if they are of swarthy appearance.
Fort  Fumble Press nickname for ADF headquarters in Canberra.

Portsea historic building restoration

The federal government has announced that  $4 million has been committed to restoration of a historical heritage
precinct at Portsea, Victoria.  $2 million will be placed in a trust account called "The Portsea Historical Restoration Fund"
for the purpose of historical restoration.  A working group including Friends of the Quarantine Station, the Nepean
Historical Society, Mornington Peninsula Council and Heritage Victoria will develop a program of work.  Apparently the
other $2 million will be spent by ADF for “the removal and replacement of asbestos from the buildings,” and an upgrade
of the fire alarm system. The Portsea site is of historical significance as an early quarantine station, and since the 1950's,
to the ADF as the home of the Officer Cadet School and the School of Health.
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National anthem of Nauru

Nauru bwiema, ngabena ma auwe.
Ma dedaro bwe dogum, mo otata bet
egom.
Atsin ngago bwien okor, ama
bagadugu
Epoa ngabuna ri nan orre bet imur.
Ama memag ma nan epodan eredu won
engiden,
Miyan aema ngeiyin ouge, Nauru eko
dogin!

Translation:

Nauru our homeland, the land we dearly
love,
We all pray for you and we also praise
your name.
Since long ago you have been the home
of our great forefathers
And will be for generations yet to
come.
We all join in together and say;
Nauru for evermore!



South Tomi fisher wrapped up

On 6 August, handsome 44 year old Spanish trawler
skipper Captain Manuel Segade Aviles pleaded guilty in a WA
District Court to two breaches of the Australian Fisheries Act
in his quest for the Patagonian toothfish which lurks in the
depths of Australian sub-Antarctic territorial waters.  He and
his Togo registered trawler, South Tomi were arrested when
boarded near South Africa by Australian soldiers and sailors
after an exciting two week pursuit westward in the Southern
Ocean.  The boat and its large crew of 43 were escorted to
Fremantle in May.  A trial on other charges was held there on
17-18 September.  A fine of A$136,000 was imposed on 11
August.  The cargo of fish was sold by tender for A$1.4
million dollars under the condition that it was exported
overseas.

NY Port Authority - owner of World Trade Centre

When terrorists slammed two passenger airliners into the World Trade Centre buildings on
September 11 this year one of the many organisations effected was the New York Port
Authority, which as well as being one of the occupants, was also the owner.  About 70 Port
Authority employees were among the more than 5,000 people murdered in the September
attacks.  Many of the organisation’s 7,500 employees had previously experienced a terrorist
attack on the Centre in 1993.  In the aftermath of that first event the Authority developed a
“business resumption contingency plan” which enabled it to emerge from the recent catastrophe
to continue its essential operations within a few days.  The organisation controls the region's
three airports, the bridges and tunnels across the Hudson River, the Port Authority Bus
Terminal, the PATH lines and the maritime ports.  After the 1993 attack the day-to-day
management operations became decentralised and key computerised financial records were
automatically duplicated in a remote system.  In the first six months of this year the New York
Port Authority handled US$38 billion in cargo, according to the NY Times.

HMAS Sydney II - Navy fails with its Christmas Island exhumation - official

PACC 343/01 Friday, September 07 2001 (Media release)
HMAS SYDNEY SECRET TAKEN TO THE GRAVE

The identity of the unknown sailor allegedly buried in an unmarked grave on Christmas Island remains a secret,
despite the sterling efforts of a Royal Australian Navy expedition to exhume his remains for forensic study and
reburial.
On November 19 1941 Sydney was sunk with all hands off the Western Australian coast in an engagement with the
German auxiliary cruiser HSK Kormoran.  The body of an unknown sailor, believed to have come from the ill-fated
warship, was recovered from a liferaft off Christmas Island the following February.  It was buried in the old
European Cemetery and has remained subject to much speculation and controversy since.
Like many of the other mysteries surrounding the ship and her disappearance, the identity of the sailor appears fated
to remain a mystery.  Despite the confidence of the two expeditions that, on the basis of all available evidence they
had located the site of the grave, an extensive and exhaustive, twelve-day search was unable to find any trace of the
sailor.
The search was conducted along the guidelines of normal archaeological digs.  The first expedition cleared the
cemetery of the overgrowing bush and, by a combination of contemporary photographs and the assistance of former
island Manager, Mr Kevin Lourey, were reasonably confident they had narrowed the possible site to an area of 3m
by 4m.
The second expedition, comprising an archaeologist/anthropologist and four forensic specialists, increased this area
to 6m by 6m and divided this into a grid of nine 2m by 2m squares.  Each of these squares was dug to a depth of
about two metres and Ground Penetrating Radar was utilised, which provided some indications of possible
anomalies in the area.
The excavations were conducted in temperatures in the high 30s and high humidity.  The team was hampered by
rock and the heavy clay substrata of the area, as well as the 30-degree slope occasioned by slippage in the cemetery.
Work was carried out with hand tools and small buckets to ensure no possible remains were missed. 
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Despite the conditions the team expanded the search area until they were in danger of encroaching into other marked
graves, which would have been in contravention of the exhumation order.
In all, over 32 tonnes of clay was excavated, over an area in excess of some 30 square meters. Unfortunately, by the
end of the allotted period no remains were found.
The team remains confident they were looking in the right area, based upon their limited information. However,
there are two possible explanations for the missing remains. Firstly, while speculative, it is possible that the body
may have moved further down the slope with the slipping topsoil strata if it had been buried in a shallow grave. 
Alternatively, it may have been exhumed and moved several years ago. A resident told the Team Leader, Lieutenant
Commander Chartier, this 48 hours before the excavations ceased. By then it was too late to explore this
possibility.  A decision on any future excavations to find the body will be made in due course.

Australian defence statistics now at fingertips

Australian Defence: Sources and Statistics, compiled by Professor Joan Beaumont of Deakin University was
launched on 5 September.  It is one of a series of books by military historians to emphasise the role of defence during
Australia’s history.

George W. Bush - a US President like no other, and a historian too

The most powerful man in the world, 43rd US President George W. Bush has become noted for saying what he
thinks.  In September he announced that the US (in company with it allies, including Australia) was embarking on a
protracted war against terrorism.  So who is this man who now holds so much sway over Australia?  In order to
better understand the man and his dyslexic struggles there is a remarkable website
http://www.positiveatheism.org/hist/quotes/bush.htm  According to his White House CV the
Commander in Chief is a graduate of Yale University, where he majored in history.  “I think we agree,
the past is over.” he once said.  He also holds a Master’s degree in business administration from Harvard.
“I understand small business growth.  I was one.”  A former member of the Texas Air National Guard, he
also used to be a pilot of F102 aircraft in his younger days.  Later, as Governor of Texas he authorised
152 executions.  For an unofficial view into his early military life and other curious activities visit the
website http://www.realchange.org/bushjr.htm

Flinders - coming out to a venue near you?

We’ve been down this path before when a love letter from Matthew Flinders to George Bass came up for auction three
years ago.  At the time the letter was knocked down there was a bit of coyness about the whom purchaser was, but no
matter.  It turns out the 3,500 word letter letter has since been acquired for $350,000 by The State Library of NSW.  Yep,
dollar a word, and by accounts, a bargain at that because it is a bit juicy.  From the letter’s excerpts published in various
press articles, it is not difficult to surmise that the navigator had a pretty strong passion for Bass.  But was he a gay young
blade in the homosexual sense?

According to a feature article in The Australian 21/9/2001:16, a NSW library spokesperson says
no, the type of love Flinders expressed is more akin to that expressed by soldiers for their comrades
in the trenches of Gallipoli.  (Some might say, “Oh yes, pull the other one mate.”)  Apparently
Bass’s wife Elizabeth didn’t think very much of Flinders’ creepy declarations to her hubby.  She had
naturally enough opened the letter while her husband was away on the other side of the world, and
penned her negative views on the envelope pending his return.  He didn’t return, instead going down
with the good ship Venus.  (The figurehead was a ...)

Anyway, the controversy will be sure to attract many visitors to an outstanding exhibition
featuring the letter and some 100 other intriguing original objects and papers linked to young
Matt.  Matthew Flinders: The ultimate voyage, runs at the NSW State Library from 1 October
2001 to 13 January 2002.  Entry is free.  (Libraries seem to be much better at this than
museums.)  The display will eventually go on a national tour.  There is a pretty good website at
http://www.slnsw.gov.au/exhib/flinders/ which has more details, and links to some downloadable education material from
the library.  Another feature article appeared in The Weekend Australian 22/9/2001.  And yet another one a week or two
after that, cos you see, The Australian is one of the sponsors.

Naval review scrubbed

The 11 September terrorist attacks on the US immediately put all Australian military, naval and air bases on amber
alert in case they too were targets.  This included the Old Artillery Barracks in Fremantle, which have yet to be handed over
to WA.  No public vehicles can now park in the grounds.  Similarly, the local youth cricket team at East Fremantle was
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banned from using the ground at the old Leeuwin Barracks for fear of a googley.  On 20 September Admiral Barrie
announced that the the RAN's Centenary of Federation Naval Review, scheduled for Saturday 6 October had been cancelled,
as was the coinciding visit to Australia by the Queen of Australia.

UWA aims for annual Frank Broeze memorial lecture

The University of Western Australia has established a memorial fund in honour of Dutch
national, the late Professor Frank Broeze (1945-2001).  Professor Broeze taught at the university’s
Department of History from 1970, and was a founding member of the AAMH.  Individuals and
organisations are invited to contribute any amount to the fund, which will be invested to support in
the first instance an annual Professor Frank Broeze Memorial Lecture.  Cheques can be posted to
Office of Development, The University of Western Australia, 35 Stirling Highway, Crawley,
Western Australia. 6009.  Further information on the fund and other methods of payment can be
obtained from Cheryl Mariner, Ph.  +61 (08) 9380 1688; Email:  cheryl.mariner@uwa.edu.au

Manus Island - Australia’s newest island prison

Possibly no asylum seeker detained on equatorial Manus Island will appreciate that December 12 marks the centenary
of the birth of American anthropologist Margaret Mead.  The focus of controversy after her death in 1978, Mead, along
with her second husband Reo Fortune (yep that was his name) visited the island in 1929 to study indigenous child
development.  The result was a book called Growing up in New Guinea.  Subsequently she was recognised as the first
anthropologist to examine human development in a cross-cultural perspective.  Mead spoke out on a wide variety of
issues, and insisted that human diversity is a beneficial resource, not a handicap.  She maintained that all peoples have the
capacity to learn from, and to teach each other.  Therefore there is a degree of irony that one of the island peoples whom so
inspired her should now have been persuaded by the Australian government to allow the establishment in their midst a
detention centre for aliens apprehended en-route to the lucky country.

Manus is in a group of about 40 small volcanic islands in the Admiralty Group of the Bismark Archipelago, off the
north-east end of New Guinea.  Archaeological dates extend beyond 20,000 years, but European discovery is attributed to
Dutchman Willem Schouten in 1616.  The island became part of German New Guinea in 1884 and then to Australia under
a League of nations mandate in 1920.  Australia had controlled the island during WW1 and operated a radio station at
Lorengau on the eastern end.  Following the armistice Manus became a desirable colonial destination Australian
administrators and their wives.  During WW2 it was occupied by the Japanese from 1942, but was then reclaimed by
American and Australian forces.  At times the large allied base saw as many as 600 ships awaiting attention of one form or
another.  A munitions ship USS Mount Hood exploded there in November 1944.  The surrounding waters of Manus are
still littered with the wreckage of other ships and aircraft.  In 1950 the Australian Overseas Telecommunications
Commission (OTC)  opened VZO, a radio relay transmitter staffed by the RAN.  In 1952 Australia tried and hanged war
criminal Lt. Gen. Nishimura on the island after spiriting him from Hong Kong where the British had adopted a softer line
on his atrocities and were intent on repatriating him to the increasing comfort of Japan.

Today the island is part of Manus province and under the jurisdiction of New Guinea.  Lowengau remains the main
settlement.  The economy of the 35,000 strong population of Manusians is largely dependent on cocoa, copra, sago and
fish, with increasing pressure being imposed on the timbers of the inland rain forests.  Plenty of mozzies, but a beautiful
Manus Island tree snail Papuina pulcherrima is a zoological species particularly at risk.

It seems unlikely that Margaret Mead would have approved the establishment of the detention centre.  In the face of so
much global hostility today, we can afford to be be reminded of her learned philosophy:  “Never doubt that a small group
of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world.”  Next destination for the Oz bureaucrats - Tuvalu.  PW.
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Asylum seekers’ letter got ashore despite the odds

The following letter was written by refugees on board MV Tampa late August and smuggled past SAS troops.
It was submitted as evidence in a subsequent Federal Court case on their behalf, but in the end failed to win the day:

To the Australian government, human rights organisations and Australian ladies and gentlemen,
We hope you accept regards and warm feelings of the miserable and oppressed Afghan refugees turning

around Christmas island in the middle of sea, while having no shelter, clothes to change after ten days and even
toilet and bathrooms.

Respected Australian government and gentlemen and ladies!  You know well about the long time war and
its tragidic [sic] human consequences, and you know about the genocide and massacres going on in our country
and thousands of men, women and children were pit in public grieveyards [sic], and we hope you understand that
keeping in view all aforementioned reasons we have no way but to run out of our dear homeland and to seek a
peaceful asylum. And until now so many miserable refugees have been seeking asylum in so many countries. In
this regards before this Australia has taken some real appreciatiable [sic] initiatives and has given asylum to a
high number of refugees from our miserable people. That is why we are whole-heartedly and sincerely thankful
to you.

We hope you do not forget that we are also from the same miserable and oppressed refugees and now
turning around Christmas island inside Australian boundaries waiting "permit" to inter [sic] your country.  But
your delay while we are in the worst conditions has hurt our feelings. We do not know why we have not been
regarded as refugee and deprived from rights or refugees according to international convention

(1951).  We request from Australian authorities and people, at first not to deprive us from the right that all
refugees enjoy in your country. And in the case of rejection due to not having anywhere to live o the earth and
every moment death is threatening us. We request you to have mercy for the life of (438) men, women and
children.

Yours sincerely,
Afghan refugees.
Now off the coast of Christmas Island.  30/8/2001
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Gruelling Duyfken voyage inspires meditation

Well as I sit here on the deck with the computer in my lap, the historical Dutch fort of Galle, Sri Lanka is silhouetted
by the setting sun. The navy have just set off a series of explosives in the Harbour and are now dragging a wire net across
the entrance.  Well things tell me we are going to have a safe night on wharf watch.  Arriving in Galle yesterday morning
marked the end to a 35 day long sailing leg from Jakarta.  In two days time were again setting to sea for a planned 40 day
leg to Mauritus.  A few days ago when we were approaching Sri Lanka approaching I wrote down some thoughts which I
have called Equatorial Rain:

On deck, the sounds of limp canvas beating against the mast, break the silence of the tropical morning.  The bright
starry sky that, not so long ago covered the entire hemisphere has now become invaded and, although the moon is still
below, the monsoonal  cloud that lurks across our watery world is clearly identifiable.  Its dark grey, puffy outline frames
its black centre, darker than the moonless night.

So often now do we face such long periods of  doldrums that the only wind we get is with the rain.  These downpours
have become, to a point, predictable and I find myself beginning to enjoy them.  The warm wafting breeze turns cool and
begins to back as the first sharp gust reaches our canvas.  A gust that pulls the sails to the extent that her sheets allow and
forms them into drawing curves.  The natural force that drives our ship is once again giving us headway.

The “on watch” casually sitting around the deck, inquisitively find their feet and gather by the weather rail to view the
situation.  “Yep, this ones gonna get us wet.”  In the darkness to weather, the distant patter of large monsoonal raindrops
flattening the seas surface progresses towards us.  A sound so clear and distinct in the darkness that I swear I can see the
line coming.

After a moment or two of hasted shuffling we are all once again mustered to the weather rail, kitted out in our rain
coats.  I find myself dressed in a long Drizabone riding coat.  Over it, a Stormy Seas inflatable life jacket and EPIRB.
Comments are passed on the unusualness of such a combination of garments.  Something you’d only get away with
wearing on a tall ship in the dark I suppose.

I’m happy now however.  The rain falls heavily now and I’m still dry.  With the rain comes the wind and with the
wind and Duyfken wastes no time in gaining great momentum.  The helmsman stands dry in the cabin, steering with ease.
It seems the best place to be at this moment.  I find myself standing up forward near the break of the focsle head, peering
down at the hull.  The gurgling glowing white spumes refract from the bow and flash past my fix, un-effected by the rains
desperate efforts to flatten them.

The sounds of the rain, pouring off the foot of the already water-logged mainsail remind me of the winters rain at
home, falling down the drainpipes and splashing into the puddles below.  The fresh water lapping against my bare feet  is
much softer than sea water.  It is both cool and refreshing.
With every small roll the fresh rain runs into the deck’s
perimeter and wastes itself into the Indian Ocean.

I begin to wonder where such liquid is so rare, so
necessary and so sparingly available onboard it seems so
appropriately fortunate that such large volumes are gifted upon
us, and yet so baffling that what we get from the tank is treated
like it’s the last on earth, and yet the same stuff is let to drain
over the side and destroy its purity by mixing with salt.

Much effort is made to catch what water we can.  Water
sheds from the poopdeck and plummets to the maindeck.
Although the water from the deck is not really fit for drinking
we catch it in buckets to save for clothes washing.  The desire
to strip off and soap up in the waterfalls is extinguished by the
fact that we may be caught with our pants down in the fickle
weather conditions.  Not to mention that there is probably a
more appropriate time to have a wash than in the rainy darkness at 2:30am.

Duyfken strides along in the following sea, positively progressing despite the fact that she knows the fresh rain that
falls upon her decks is necessary for her crew’s survival but over time can rot her rig and timbers.

Our red, green and white light sectors luminate the decreasing number of raindrops that pass through their beam, and
before long the rain has all but given way to a swirling mist.  To weather appears a light blue band, mistakably faint at
first but brightens like a dawn.  Through the dissipating cloud, stars begin to shine.  The cool breeze turns to warm and
the sails are eased from their strains.  Duyfken glides back into her lolling pace.

The “on watch” shed their coats and retire to their resting poses.  Occasionally a stray droplet falls from the rigging
and plummets into the top of my head, trickling down my neck.  It triggers a short unforgettable moment.  A
simultaneous concentration of senses.  The smell of fresh airs.  The cool breeze on my sweaty arms. Where before loomed
the blackness, the whole universe is in sight, interrupted only by the stars.  A deep yellow moon rises and reminds me of
the  beauty of living in the great outdoors and the shower of rain now seems a distant experience.  Greg O’Byrne
(9/9/2001)
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Photo: P. Weaver



Courageous Commander sends spin-doctors into a spin

Senior consultant psychiatrist Commander Duncan Wallace RANR from HMAS Arunta dropped an unprecedented
bucket on the Howard government’s interdiction policy towards asylum seekers when a critical letter was published in
main Australian newspapers on 7 November.  Even Australia’s arguably most parochial newspaper, The West Australian,
which has had a conspicuous habit of favouring racialist rhetoric in its “letters” pages managed to find some space.
Commander Wallace may pay a heavy price for breaking ranks, but got backing from various quarters, including from
former navy chief, retired Admiral Michael Hudson.  Another former chief told ABC Radio on 9/11 that the government
had muzzled defence forces over what was happening with asylum seekers and was deliberately keeping the public in the
dark. “Under the current rules the services generally are completely muzzled and treated rather in the way the German
population was treated by Dr Goebbels in World War II.”  This censorship reportedly has extended to ANU academics.
Could evil be triumphing while good men say nothing?

I have recently completed a period of navy reserve service as a medical officer in the Australian Defence
Force Operations to deter suspected illegal immigrants around Christmas Island and Ashmore Reef and I must
speak out.  The actions against boat people are morally wrong and despicable.

I participated in the boarding of vessels and the attempted removal and forced removal of suspected illegal
immigrants.  These actions are ineffective in deterring boat people from coming to Australia and merely serve
to harass, frighten and demoralise people who are already weak, vulnerable and desperate.

Not only are these actions physically dangerous to members of the ADF, but it is my expert opinion as a
senior consultant psychiatrist to the Royal Australian Navy that they are likely to be harmful to the
psychological health and moral development of all members involved.  Nearly everyone I spoke to who was
involved in these operations knew that what they were doing was wrong.

The Australian Defence Force will always perform with skill and professionalism, but it should not be
asked to perform these reprehensible duties.  The millions of dollars spent on these operations would be better
spent in caring for the boat people.

How we deal with the boat people is the greatest moral question that has faced Australia in a generation.
The hard-hearted who speak loudly about the need for stern deterrents to solve this problem have not seen the
faces of the boat people in their miserable conditions and imploring us for help.  We should show compassion
and tolerance for the asylum seekers. Dr Duncan Wallace.

Howard government reelected

Whiz - flash - bang, the Howard government found itself reelected on 10 November when some 12 million voters
went to the polls.  Yep that’s all there is in one of the largest countries in the world.  Twenty four hours after the polls
closed the still Minister for Immigration Mr Ruddock said the government’s policy of sending asylum seekers to Pacific
Island destinations would not change.

Prior to the election the Howard crew attracted some strong criticism from fairly experienced people:
Ian McPhee, former Liberal minister said, “Well my reaction to the Liberal Party applauding Philip Ruddock was one

of horror.”
From former Liberal PM Malcolm Fraser, “I never thought I would live to see the day when Australia would turn its

back on people fleeing persecution and terror....  If we do not reestablish the absolute need to treat all people with decency
and respect as we ourselves would wish to be treated, then we will face harsh and divisive years as we move through this
century.”*

Another former Liberal powerbroker John Hewson, “To an Asian, our solution to the 'Tampa' reeks of racism. It
further feeds a suspicion that still persists in Asia that we have never abandoned the White Australia Policy.”

Paul Keating, former Labor PM: “This (Howard) Government, in pursuit of electoral gain, will play fast and loose
with the country's conventions and I believe, with its moral substance.  It will frighten people in election campaigns when
its suits.  It will play to the country's darkest fears.”*

Neville Wrann, former NSW Premier: “So, by all means, let's have a fair dinkum debate, but don't let's have it on the
race card.”*

John Menandue, former Immigration Department head:  “I've been very disturbed with the way, during the election
campaign, all those dark undercurrents of racism and religious intolerance seem to have been brought to the surface again...
our proud record is being besmirched by the political opportunism on refugees.... Unfortunately, we seem to have a
leadership in Australia that appeals to our worst instincts of being frightened of foreigners and looking after our interests
and punishing and demeaning and demonising extremely vulnerable people.”*  (* Transcript, ABC 7.30 Report 7/11/2001)

Final Collins sub launched

HMAS Rankin, the final version of the Collins submarines was in the water in South Australia on 7 November.
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Anzus Treaty, global terrorism and Australia

The shocking terrorist attacks with four hijacked aircraft on the US in September this year brought a rapid refocus on
Australian obligations to America embodied in the ANZUS Treaty.  A Day after the attacks, the Prime Minister who was
in Washington, said Australia would, via the ANZUS treaty join America in retaliatory military action against those found
responsible.  This was confirmed by a Cabinet meeting on 14 September upon his return to Australia.  A similar response
was confirmed earlier in the week by NATO allies under their treaty with America.  These responses came in reaction to
President George W. Bush’s resolve to take reprisals against terrorists and any countries supporting them.  Contrary to a
widespread belief in the popular media and seemingly in Australian political circles, Mr Bush’s announcement was not
original.  An almost identical philosophy under the Clinton administration (below) was published by the US State
Department in a Consular Information sheet about Afghanistan and the Bin Laden group on 15 December 2000.
Subsequent mail attacks with anthrax spores on the US and other countries have reinforced the allied resolve for prolonged
affirmative action:

The Department of State warns U.S. citizens against travel to Afghanistan. We continue to receive threats from
terrorists, including Usama bin Laden, who is based in Afghanistan, that do not distinguish between American
government and civilian targets. U.S. citizens who are in Afghanistan or considering travelling there should be
aware that the U.S. Government reserves the right to retaliate against the facilities of those who harbor terrorists,
as well as the terrorists themselves...
President Clinton signed an Executive Order imposing financial and commercial sanctions against the Taliban in
Afghanistan, a faction that currently exercises de facto control over much of the country, for their support of
Usama bin Ladin and his terrorist network. On December 7, 2000, the United States and Russia introduced a new
sanctions resolution against the Taliban for their refusal to comply with earlier (1999) United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1267, demanding that Taliban authorities turn indicted terrorist Usama bin Laden over to a
country where he can be brought to justice.  The Taliban have criticised this action and have threatened to close
UN non-humanitarian offices. The increased tensions created by the Taliban reactions to proposed new sanctions
increases the risk of violence against U.S. citizens in Afghanistan.
In addition, frequent military operations continue in various regions of Afghanistan, sometimes involving intense
fighting. Americans remain vulnerable to politically and criminally motivated attacks and violence, including
robbery, detention and physical and/or mental harassment. The estimated 5-7 million landmines scattered
throughout the countryside pose a danger to all residents and visitors to Afghanistan.

The ANZUS Treaty was signed fifty years ago in San Francisco 1 September 1951 between Australia, New Zealand
and the United States of America, although it did not come into force until 29th April, 1952.  The full text can be found at
the website http://www.vcepolitics.com/foreign/anzus/anzus-treaty.shtml The justification for Australia joining with
America in reaction to the September terrorist attacks lies within Articles IV and V:

IV  Each Party recognizes that an armed attack in the Pacific Area on any of the Parties would be dangerous to its
own peace and safety and declares that it would act to meet the common danger in accordance with its
constitutional processes.
Any such armed attack and all measures taken as a result thereof shall be immediately reported to the Security
Council of the United Nations. Such measures shall be terminated when the Security Council has taken the
measures necessary to restore and maintain international peace and security.

V  For the purpose of Article IV, an armed attack on any of the Parties is deemed to include an armed attack on the
metropolitan territory of any of the Parties, or on the island territories under its jurisdiction in the Pacific or on its
armed forces, public vessels or aircraft in the Pacific.

Japanese warships on active service in Indian Ocean

Two destroyers, Kurama and Kirisame and supply ship, Hamana took up station in
the northern Indian Ocean during mid-November in a show of indirect support of the Bush
initiatives against Afghanistan.  The purported role will be intelligence gathering and
surveillance.  A similar second squadron was expected to join the first by the end of the
month.  The issue is one of great sensitivity in Japan where overseas combat roles are
forbidden.  In light of this, factions in the coalition government prevented dispatch of any
of its sophisticated Aegis destroyers.  In 1991 Japan embarked on its first overseas military
adventure since WW2 by sending two mine sweepers to the Persian Gulf.
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A bit of history on Australian sealing

Captain James Cook first encountered seals in southern New Zealand when bad visibility caused him to wait outside
the entrance to Dusky Sound on 25 March 1773, before entering it the next day.  He and his crew saw and killed many
more seals during the subsequent weeks spent exploring the area, so that Cook may therefore be regarded as having
inaugurated the Australian sealing industry.  Fur seals, sea lions and southern elephant seals were heavily exploited during
the first 40 to 50 years of Australian colonisation.  Sealing gangs sailed far and wide in the Southwest Pacific Ocean.
Most were based in either Sydney or Hobart and their sealing grounds - the precise localities of which were closely guarded
secrets - ranged from the southern coast of Australia, around New Zealand and its near and distant islands, and islands in the
Subantarctic.

While a definitive history of Australia’s early sealing industry has not been written, there are many historical accounts
which contain details of the nature and quantities of seal products carried to and fro as cargoes.  Two species of fur seals,
the New Zealand fur seal, Arctocephalus forsteri, and the Australian fur seal, Arctocephalus pusillus doriferus, were
hunted primarily for their lustrous pelts.  However, there is still some doubt about the identity of the fur seal hunted at
Macquarie Island.  Two species of sea lions,  the New Zealand sea lion, Phocarctos hookeri, and Australian sea lion,
Neophoca cinerea were sought for oil, and their less valuable skins.  Some oil may also have been obtained from fur
seals.  The southern elephant seal, Mirounga leonina, produced valuable oil which according to Steven, “burned with a
bright pure flame without smell or smoke.” A large breeding colony of elephant seals inhabited Macquarie Island in the
sub-Antarctic was exploited for almost 110 years.  There was also a much smaller colony on King Island at the western
end of Bass Strait which was exploited during the first two decades of the nineteenth century.

The first recorded cargo of fur seal skins came from Dusky Sound in 1792/93, and the last in Victoria as a result of a
deliberate cull in 1948/49.  Over 1.41 million skins were shipped from Australian, New Zealand and adjacent sub Antarctic
fur seal colonies.  This must be regarded as a minimal figure, notwithstanding the fact that the "lay" system was in place
to act as an incentive to catch as many seals as possible, there was waste and loss, so the total harvest could well have
involved one and a half million animals.

Moreover, a number of authors suspect, if they are not actually convinced, that sealing took place in Western
Australia and Bass Strait before any harvests were recorded.  Thus an unknown number of fur seals may have been killed
and their skins shipped directly to markets in England and China before the commencement of colonial sealing out of
Australian ports.  The extent of the slaughter and the speed of the demise of the fur seal stocks are amply demonstrated by
the harvest figures set out in the table below.

The nine arbitrarily designated sealing areas saw between 72 and 100 per cent of their entire harvest taken by or well
before 1840.  The Antipodes Islands hunt for fur seals lasted only six years, apart from a few hundred skins obtained in
1825. More than a quarter of a million skins were shipped from the Antipodes in 1806 alone.   They were indeed the
"sealing islands".  Eighty per cent of the Macquarie Island harvest had been taken in the first three years since the island's
discovery in 1810.

Fur seal populations on both sides of the Tasman are increasing slowly from the very low levels reached by the middle
of the nineteenth century.  The original numbers in each area may have been about equal to the numbers killed, but there is
no way of ever knowing precisely what they were.

At an average price of 15 shillings a skin on the London market, the total fur seal skin harvest would have been worth
over a million pounds sterling or three million Australian dollars at today'5 exchange rate.  When one looks at wages and
costs today, the value of the seal skin industry in  today's terms could have been close to half a billion dollars.

Only about 6000 New Zealand and 4000 Australian sea lion skins are recorded as having been shipped during the
sealing era.  Many more sea lions may have been killed for their oil, along with that of fur seals, but cargoes were listed
simply as "seal oil", so could not be differentiated as to species or quantity.  Lacking a fine underfur, sea lion pelts were
much less valuable than those of fur seals.  Populations of both species of sea lions today are still very small.

An estimated 8380 tuns of southern elephant seal oil were shipped from Macquarie Island between 1810 and 1919.
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Estimated exploitation of seal populations

Region By 1830 % By 1840 % Total Cessation
Western Australia 5,341 63 7,954 94 8,448 By 1829 &1843
Kangaroo Island 94,675 95 99,671 100 99,691 By 1834
Bass Strait 239,988 99 240,913 99 242,654
New Zealand 329,730 92 348,996 98 357,213
Bounty Islands 53,528 98 - 54,448 By  1829
Auckland Islands 35,700 83 40,050 94 42,797 By 1838
Antipodes Islands 383,029 100 383,287 By 19809
Campbell Island 21,394 71 21,734 72 30,282 By 1835
Macquarie Island 196,793 99 199,264 100 199,444 By 1837

_________________________________________
Totals 1,360,178 96 958,582 98 1,418,264



The two most productive periods were 1810 to 1819 when 5533 tuns,
or 66 per cent of the total, were produced and 1890 to 1919 which
yielded 2100 tuns, or 25 per cent.  This second successful phase was
probably made possible by somewhat of a recovery of the seal
population following its earlier decimation.  At least 1080 tuns of
elephant seal oil, which was clearly identified in cargoes, were produced
at King Island between 1802 and 1819; 95 percent of this quantity was
obtained between 1802 and 1809, and almost 75 per cent was shipped
during the first three years. The original population may have numbered
between 10,000 and 17,000, but at King Island today elephant seals are
extinct and only stragglers occur in Bass Strait.

The early sealing industry was of very great value to the infant
colony of New South Wales.  Seal skins and oil were among the
colony's first exports with which to buy essential goods and equipment.
The industry itself provided employment for many hundreds of men at sea and on sealing grounds, as well as at home ports
in building and repairing ships, chandlering and victualling.

Unfortunately, the legacy of the colonial sealing industry has been extinction in some regions, and in others, still
severely depleted populations relative to the abundance more than two centuries ago. John K. Ling

Further reading: Hindell, M.A. and Burton, H.R. (1988).  The history of the elephant seal industry at Macquarie Island and an
estimate of pre-sealing numbers. Papers and Proceedings of the Royal Society of Tasmania 122:159-176.
Ling, J.K. (1999).  Elephant seal oil cargoes from King Island, Bass Strait, 1802-1819; with estimates of numbers killed and size
of the original population.  Papers and Proceedings of the Royal Society of Tasmania 133:51-56.
Ling, J.K. (1999).  Exploitation of fur seals and sea lions from Australian, New Zealand and adjacent subantarctic islands during
the eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Australian Zoologist 31:323-350.
Ling, J.K. 2002.  Impact of the colonial sealing industry on seal stocks in the Australasian and adjacent subantarctic regions.
Australian Mammalogy (in press).

Catalina arrives in Australia

A Catalina Flying Boat (PBY) was offloaded from USS Comstock in Darwin early
September for transport to Perth for display in a purpose-built museum at Crawley on
the Swan River, near where they were based during WW2.  The US Navy representative
in Western Australia assisted the Catalina Foundation to get the disassembled aircraft
shipped from Hawkins, Texas.

The Catalina design was first registered at the US Patent Office July 31, 1934.
Patent No. 92912 in the name of MacLaddon.  Catalinas were slow and vulnerable in
daylight, but at night they were deadly.  Many an enemy ship fell victim to the "Black
Cat".  The PBY Catalina has saved thousands of lives, a record unmatched by any other
aircraft.  For more information on the Catalina Foundation, their website is at
http://www.pbycat.org/mainp.htm

Bargain yachts in WA - be quick

If you are the sort of person who likes the best of everything then why not buy a weekend cruising yacht from
Oceanfast Shipyard in Cockburn Sound WA.  Shown in the picture on the next page is a nice little stinkboat called
Saggita, being shipped to Europe on the cargo ship Tourcoing on 24 July. Secrecy over the ID of the owner at the time
was such that the press feverishly speculated it was a Greek squillionaire.  Dare we claim a scoop now by revealing the
owner is the Sultan of Brunei.  At 57 metres Saggita is the largest private vessel built by the company so far, and has cost
the buyers about about A$40 million dollars.  It is the second version, the first being burnt in an accidental fire last year as
it neared completion, something which obliged the company to start building again from scratch.  With six big cabins

14



with en-suites, a gym and a huge lounge, the owners can
comfortably entertain 12 guests.  Thirteen crew are on standby to
cater for every whim.  Top speed is 23 knots, but a more leisurely
17 knots enables a range of 3,000 nautical miles.

With Saggita safely delivered, the WA shipwrights have had
no time to relax, and are now busy on a similar toy for famous
Australian golfer and “Great White Shark”, Greg Norman.
Rumour is he is having an on-board putting green and driving
range included so he does not get rusty at sea.  The boat will also carry a
reported 200 fishing rods and have two decompression chambers for deep sea diving.  The 11,000 metres of teak decking
solve the problem of those darned trees in a rainforest “rough.”  Oceanfast are fast gaining a reputation as the best luxury
aluminium boat builders in the world.  Austal, the parent company next door does a thriving trade in supplying huge
aluminium car ferries to the northern hemisphere.

Now here is an exclusive scoop which no one is supposed to know.  You might think the heads (toilet pedestals) on
both luxury boats are gold plated - right?  Wrong!  Reliable information is that they are actually solid gold.  Six for the
sultan’s and three for the shark’s.  The seats on  the latter are hand-crafted mahogany.  Have also heard a sad story that both
engines on Saggita were cooked. (Well after the European delivery and through no fault of the builders.)  The cooling-water
cocks had been closed.  Must have been an emotional day for someone.  Australian marine engineers flew over to install
two new engines.  Oh well, it’s only money.

Duyfken book has exciting photography

Just in time for Christmas comes a sumptuously illustrated book
from the University of Western Australia Press, To build a ship: The VOC
replica ship Duyfken compiled by Australian photographer Robert
Garvey.  The compilation of brilliantly clear photographs covers the
project from the vessel’s early stages of construction in Fremantle,
through the launching and sea trials, thence on its adventures to troubled
Indonesia prior to the recent reenactment of the 1606 voyage to Cape
York, Australia.

Accompanying the photographs is a selection of short essays from
people who have had strong associations with the ship over time.
Included are five from leading hand Greg O’Byrne, whom also has a
contribution elsewhere in this AAMH newsletter.  Greg pulls no punches
about some of the low points of sailing a fifteenth century replica over
long distances, and a reader could be left with the impression that
Duyfken, for all its outward glamour is in reality deserving a description
as a pretty uncomfortable “sea pig”in anything other that optimum
conditions.  Being in the crew is undoubtedly a soul shaping experience.

From other contributors come descriptions of logistics and design
stimuli, plus many detailed photographs of some of the specialised
construction processes which will be of interest to ship lovers and
prospective builders of wooden ships.

The Duyfken saga is by no means over.  As this newsletter was
going to press, the “little dove of peace” was making its way westward
across the Indian Ocean, en-route for Holland and points in between.  Undoubtedly there
will be many more harrowing moments in store for the intrepid crew as they endeavour to persuade their charge to deliver
them safely to each and every destination.

To build a ship is a large format 240 x 280mm book of 108 pages.  It contains 160 colour photographs.  The soft
cover edition is $29.95 and hard cover $49.95.  Available now from booksellers nationwide.  PW.

NB. Other authors might care to note that the outstanding print job was by Scott Print in Perth.  They do a lot of
books and their latest effort is as usual, world class.

Victorian ex-submariners score $500,000 grant

Dr Brendan Nelson MP, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Defence, announced early October that the last
decommissioned Oberon class submarine HMAS Otama would be displayed in a Naval Memorial Park at Hastings in
Victoria.  The Western Port Oberon Association which was the only bidder for the submarine will pay $50,000.  However,
the government is providing it with a Centenary of Federation Grant of $500,000 to assist with towing Otama from
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HMAS Sterling in WA and getting it ashore for display.  The Association anticipates the project will create significant
employment (40 jobs according to Mr Nelson) and business opportunities in the Hastings area, in addition to increasing
tourism on the Mornington Peninsula.  Otama is a North Queensland Aboriginal word for dolphin.  At ninety metres
long, RAN Oberons had a range of 9,000 nautical miles and a submerged speed of 17 knots.  They carried about 63 crew.

Asylum seekers - keeping their feet wet

The Tampa stand-off and subsequent establishment of Club Nauru by media conscious pollies Ruddock, Reith, and
Howard may have been inspired by Commander Michael Tossato of the US Coastguard.  He was interviewed by Perth’s
Liam Bartlett a week before the Tampa episode hit the fan, and he described in substantial detail how the USA reacts to
unwanted boat-people.  He said the aim was to “keep their feet wet” by not allowing them to land on an US soil where
they could claim asylum.  To facilitate this, US offshore territories did not carry the same sort of immigration status as
mainland USA.  The audio of the twenty minute interview is essential listening for any historian contemplating some sort
of paper on Australian immigration and refugees.  It is available at http://www.abc.net.au/local/perth/radio/s351384.htm

The Tampa exercise generated substantial excitement in the Australian and Norwegian media and undoubtedly fuelled
the fires of racism and xenophobia.  The 11 September terrorist attacks in the US triggered further attacks on Islamic
Australians and their facilities.

The Tampa people and others were eventually delivered to Nauru, but disembarkation was substantially delayed
because of on-board protests and disquiet by the Naruan government.  Ultimately all asylum seekers were “persuaded” by a
heavy contingent of Australian officials to come ashore, but the Australian
government was unhappy with media scrutiny. 

On Sunday 7 October Immigration Minister Ruddock made much of a new
report that another group of asylum seekers had thrown themselves and children
overboard from another Indonesian vessel trying to reach Christmas Island when
it was intercepted by HMAS Adelaide.  The disclosure was used as propaganda
that they were not deserving of any sympathy as refugees.  Ultimately the
Indonesian vessel took water and the asylum seekers were transferred to safety.
Aside from the obvious attempt to restrict information that might have been the
end of the matter except that on 10 October came the news that HMAS
Adelaide had fired four gun-shots and a burst from an automatic weapon to halt
the approach of the asylum seekers.  Understandably this put a new spin on Mr
Ruddock’s earlier version of events.  An allegation that those who had gone overboard
had been terrified out of their wits was dismissed.  A claim was made that the two incidents were hours apart.  A videotape
of the entire interception existed and allegedly proved this, but Defence Minister Reith said it would not be released.
Selected portions of the tape showing people in the water appeared on TV news programs, but the faces were blanked out.
In marked contrast, official photographs like the one on the right released to the print media showed their faces.  Clearly a
young woman from the RAN had gone into the water to assist in rescue and recovery of those wearing the new lifejackets.
One could be forgiven for thinking it does not look like the hostile situation which has been portrayed.  It would be
interesting to see what the tape shows.  Hopefully it will not eventually become “lost” or accidentally recorded over.

Anyway, by this time Nauru was chockers and thus came the news that the Australian government had begun an
urgent attempt to persuade PNG to allow the establishment of detention camps near Port Moresby.  Then came the news
that Manus Island was to be used.  Fiji also signalled interest provided there was a lucrative incentive.  The Australian
offshore initiative was starting to spread like a cancer through the Pacific.

The Australian government’s tactics have been strongly criticised by the United Nations’ High Commission for
Refugees (UNHCR) and The Australian newspaper’s foreign editor Greg Sheridan sarcastically commented on
11/10/2001:13:  

To meet the shocking military threat of unarmed civilian refugees, many of them women and children, the Howard
government sent a guided missile destroyer, two Anzac frigates, a supply ship, a transport ship, and unknown number
of patrol boats, four PC3 Orion maritime surveillance aircraft and a detachment of Special Air Service soldiers.

To the war against terrorism we have promised two Orion aircraft, 150 SAS troopers, an Anzac frigate, possibly a
naval command ship and two 30 year old Boing 707 air-to-air refuelling aircraft.

By the end of October matters had started to go well and truly pear-shaped for the navy’s PR.  Mr Reith was still
refusing to release the videotape, and in a damning front page article on 31 October The Australian revealed that the navy
had begun censoring its sailors’ emails in case they were sending out unauthorised information or personal photographs
involving asylum seekers.  Emails would be randomly searched for sensitive information by “system administrators.”
Furthermore, ship commanders had been ordered to block all email traffic from the time any boatload of asylum seekers
was first sighted.  This would remain in force until otherwise instructed by superiors.  On 7 November Commander
Wallace’s newspaper letter hit the fan, (see page 8) and coinciding with it was a report that other navy officers have been
making not- to-be-attributed comments along the lines of “whatever you hear, the asylum seekers did not throw their
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children overboard.”  (A. 7/11/01:1)  Within 24 hours the whole matter had exploded in the face of the navy and the
government trio Howard, Reith and Ruddock as suspicion of a significant public deception emerged.  A portion of video
tape was released to the media and failed to show any evidence of people throwing children into the water.  What it did
show was a overloaded vessel rolling heavily with far too many people on board.  On the roof were a few individuals
precariously trying to maintain their balance as the boat heeled.  On each roll as the hull side rose above the surface, water
gushed from between the planks, giving evidence that the boat had taken a lot of water.  A couple of individuals jumped
from the roof into the water on the far side as if they were making for something.  A navy inflatable was apparently close
in but out of sight of the camera.  The individuals who jumped quickly appeared behind the boat.  There could have been a
strong current.  The propeller was making a wash, but the boat did not appear to be making any headway.  The video
presented to the public had been edited.

In a 8 November press interview at HMAS Stirling, Vice-Admiral Shackelton said the navy had never said people
were throwing children overboard.  Later in the day he did a backflip in an unconvincing performance saying that video
footage existed which clearly showed that asylum seekers were threatening to throw their children overboard.  He blamed
“Defence” for any inaccurate interpretations.  It seemed obvious some pressure had been applied and he appeared to be
floundering.  A media statement was urgently emailed out by Shackleton saying, “An AAP report (1640 8/11/01)
attributed to me, following today's farewell of HMAS Adelaide and HMAS Kanimbla in Western Australia, concerning
unauthorised boat arrivals is inaccurate. My comments in no way contradict the Minister.  I confirm the Minister was
advised that Defence believed children had been thrown overboard.”  Confused recipients were left wondering if “Defence”
meant navy, or something else.

Meanwhile the Prime Minister was desperately trying to divert blame from himself for the incorrect information about
the asylum seekers that weeks before he had so enthusiastically used to prop up his political agenda.  He said he felt
insulted at a suggestion he had put pressure on Shackelton, but interestingly he failed to exclude his staff on the question.
That night the PM did an interview with SBS, then because of changing dynamics later contacted them with a request to
redo it.  To the delight of viewers, SBS broadcast both interviews.  In the second he blamed a report from the ASIO
affiliated National Office of Assessments (NOA).  By the following morning he had announced that he was going to
release the entire report to the public.  Believe it when you see it.

On 9 November, the eve of the election the PM had embraced an overnight tragedy on Ashmore Reef to divert public
attention from the previous day’s highly damaging expose.  A boat carrying asylum seekers had caught fire and sunk,
apparently with two drownings.  Howard was adamant that the fire had been set deliberately, on the basis of another report
from NOA.  An indication was made that it would be released to the public.

The 7.30 Report on the evening of 9 November revealed that soon after the original encounter the Captain of HMAS
Adelaide had telephoned the head of the Navy Vice Admiral Shackelton at a social function.  The news was apparently
circulated and took on a Chinese-whisper characteristic with allegations and suspicions transmuting as facts.

However, far more disturbing was an allegation in The Australian (9/11p.5 ) that when rescued people were
eventually on board HMAS Adelaide some were separated and subjected to unacceptable treatment by navy personnel.
The allegations were that a group of male rescuees were made to stand for a long period facing a part of the ship structure
and were periodically prodded to stop them falling asleep.  The same prisoners, oops, detainees were allegedly tormented by
having drinking water withheld, and then having it thrown at them.  Complaints about the alleged brutality were made by
Christmas Islanders employed to carry out makeshift repairs to Indonesian vessels carrying asylum seekers so they can be
forced back out to sea by the navy.  The workers fear reprisals for speaking out and maintain anonymity through their
union.

With the navy’s PR image in a shambles the nation went to the polls 10 November; and Mr Howard was reelected.
Noticeable through all this shamozzle was the apparently timorous silence of the Chief of the Defence Force Admiral
Barrie.  Instead, the soldier’s soldier and Army chief Lt General Cosgrove became their champion with a Canberra speech
on 14 November.  He said he couldn’t be more proud in the way they were doing their duty.  That whatever private views
one might develop, they should not interfere in the performance of that duty, which was to carry out the will of the
government of the day, and therefore the will of the Australian peoples. Paul Weaver

Sinking tragedy overwhelms hundreds of would-be Australians - 1873

The Northfleet was a fine ship of 940 tons, and had been chartered by Messrs. Clark and Punchard, contractors for the
Tasmanian line railway, to convey 350 labourers, with a few women and children, to Hobart Town.  The vessel was in
command of Captain Knowles, and left East India Docks on the 17th January 1873, the entire number of souls on board,
including the crew, being about 400; the cargo is stated to have been not more than 450 tons.  The single male passengers
seem to have been a very disreputable set.  “They were,” said Mr. Jackson, an eye-witness of the scene, “Irish cockneys of
the very worst type – rough, uncultivated blackguards – the very scum of the East-end of London.  Their language from the
time we left the dock was fearful.  The married couples, on the contrary, were respectable, hard-working people –
agricultural labourers and their wives, who appeared to be thoroughly disgusted at the conduct of the ruffians around them.
The railway hands were to receive 5s. 6d. a day; but I am sure many of the men on board could never earn half of that –
hard work to them was a novelty.”  The recent storms had made the sea very rough, and the captain accordingly deemed it
advisable to anchor off Dungeness, about two miles from shore.  The night was dark and “dirty,” but about ten o’clock all
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had been made safe and comfortable; most
of the passengers had turned in, and the
deck was in charge of the usual watch.
Just as the bells were striking half-past
ten, the look-out observed a large
steamer, outward bound, bearing down
upon them.  “She appeared to be going at
full speed, and the frantic shouts of the
watch, who called upon her to alter
course, rowsed Captain Knowles, who
was on the after-deck, a moment before
the steamer came broadside to the
Norfleet, striking her almost amidships,
making a clean breach in her timbers
beneath the water-line, and actually
crushing the massive timbers traversing
the main deck.”  Utterly scorning any
attempt to atone for the terrible wrong
which the carelessness of her crew had
occasioned, by rendering prompt
assistance to the Northfleet, the steamer
cleared the ship, and in a few moments
was out of sight.

The scene on deck baffled
description.  Some of the emigrants were
quite stupefied, and sat awaiting their fate
with the stoicism of despair.  But down
below all were rushing about, and stamping, and
shouting, and shrieking; some working away at
the pumps, others tugging at the boats that hung in the davits, others rushing madly up and down the gangways and about
the decks looking for wife and children, or something they could carry off with them of their luggage,  Captain Knowles
behaved with that heroism which naval traditions have held up for imitation and the nature of his post required.  He ordered
rockets to be sent up, and other signals of distress to be made, and in the meantime directed the boats to be launched,
giving imperative orders that the safety of the women and children should first be secured.  “Keep back if you are men,” he
roared, “and let the women pass.”  But, men or not, they cared, we are told, for nothing or nobody in the panic, but still
pressed forward, threatening to swamp the boat and drown themselves into the bargain.  “By God, I’ll shoot the next man
that steps in the boat,” cried the captain; and he was as good as his word, bringing down, by a shot in the thigh, a man,
who none the less kept his seat in the boat.  This quieted them a bit, and the boat got clear away – the captain’s bride in
her.

No attempt was made to send aid to the to the distressed vessel.  Those on board the ships near at hand appear to have
thought that the Northfleet was only signalling for a pilot; the crash, the cries, and the rockets were not sufficient to
arouse the sleepy Dutch sailor who was the only watch on the deck of the Australian clipper Corona, not 300 yards off.
The commander of this vessel said afterwards that, had this man given warning, he believed that all the passengers and crew
of the Northfleet might have been saved.  Meanwhile the doomed ship was sinking fast; the water came running along the
deck, and a shriek arose from the women; some made for the rigging, other jumped on a pile of boats, and then, about half
an hour after she had been struck, the Northfleet went down, with her captain at his post, meeting the noblest death a man
can meet.  Some 200 people were struggling and gasping for life in the water.  At length help came.  The steam-tug The
City of London, having perceived the signals of distress, put out for the spot, and succeeded in rescuing nearly the whole of
the occupants of the boat, including Mrs. Knowles and several of the passengers and crew.  She remained cruising about
till next morning, picking up those who could get clear of the wreck, her efforts being ably seconded by the Kingston
lugger, May, and the pilot-cutter The Princess, who saved ten men from the rigging, which, on account of the shallow
depth of the water, had not been submerged.  Eighty-five persons in all were preserved; but advocates of the theory that
British pluck is a thing of the past might have found sad confirmation for their arguments in the fact that there were
among them only three women and two children.

If doubt could be cast upon English courage, there could be none about English charity.  A subscription for the
sufferers was at once opened at the Mansion House, the Queen (Victoria) being one of the first to respond to the call.  It
remained to discover the author of the disaster, who had so cowardly fled from the mischief he had created.  Attention was
attracted, and apparently from conclusive reasons, to the Spanish steamer Murillo, which arrived at Cadiz from Amsterdam
with signs of fresh paint and recent indentations.  She was, however, acquitted, after an official inquiry in a Spanish court.
But the evil name attached to the ship was not to be disposed of easily; after a futile attempt to sell her, and a preposterous
proposal to settle matters with the owners of the Northfleet by a round sum of money, the possessors of the profitless
treasure were compelled in desperation to send the vessel into English water. with an entirely new crew, where she was
seized by orders of our government and eventually sold.

From Cassell’s Illustrated History of England (c.1885) v.10, pp. 40-42.  (Ed.s collection.)
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Sinking tragedy overwhelms hundreds of would-be Australians - 2001

In-mid October an Indonesian vessel en-route for Christmas Island sank in Indonesian territorial waters with the loss of
about 356 asylum seekers from various middle-eastern countries.  Over the ensuing two days some 44 survivors were
picked up by Indonesian fishing boats and taken back to Indonesia.  Some of these had close relatives in Australia whom
had earlier claims for asylum recognised and had been granted Australian Protection Visas.  A regional representative of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees told the Australian press that many of the survivors appeared to have
bona-fide claims for refugee status.

Australian politicians paused briefly in their electioneering to try and score a few points against each other over the
tragedy.  Opposition Leader Mr Beasley said government policy had failed in deterring such people.  An outraged Prime
Minister Mr Howard said this was, “Wrong, wrong, wrong.”  Immigration Minister Mr Ruddock blamed Labour for failing
in the Senate to back legislation intended make it more difficult for people to seek refugee status.
Pakistan leader, General Musharraf commented on 23 October that Australia’s intake of refugees was puny in comparison
with what his economically poor country had to contend with.  At least 2.5 million people have fled into Pakistan this
year, and this was increasing daily with the unhindered day and night bombing attacks by the US and Britain on
neighbouring Afghanistan.

On the 24 October Mr Ruddock said he was considering allowing the previous week’s survivors into Australia as a
humanitarian gesture.  Later that afternoon ABC news reported that the survivors were claiming that Indonesian police in
company with an armed people smuggler had forced them on an overloaded boat at gunpoint, and that some asylum seekers
had also been beaten to make them board.  The allegation was initially denied, but a few days later came the unconfirmed
news that some senior Indonesian officials had been arrested.

A half dozen detainees who were related to the victims were told by Australian authorities they would not be allowed
to resume their protected status if they briefly visited Indonesia to fulfil grieving obligations with surviving spouses and
family members.

By early November the Indonesians had detained an Egyptian national suspected of being the organiser of the ill-feted
voyage.  Australian attempts to extradite him became stalled because Australia was being uncooperative with Indonesian
attempts to extradite from Australia an Indonesian national accused of embezzling the equivalent of A$343 million through
the Indonesian Central Bank (A. 9/11/2001:5).  On the same page was another report saying that the RAN was becoming
significantly demoralised because of its ongoing role in dealing with asylum seekers.

Kursk wreck salvaged

October this year saw the extraordinary recovery of the Russian nuclear attack submarine Kursk and its transfer to a
drydock at Roslyakovo by Dutch salvors.  Aside from the human remains, 22 cruise missiles were unloaded, apparently
intact.  The human tragedy has tended to mask the deadly intent of this huge weapons’ platform.  The nose section was left
on the ocean floor at the insistence of the Russians.  Apparently it contains secret weaponry which they are keen to
exclude from western eyes.

HMAS Perth and Brisbane - dive wrecks

On 17 August the federal government announced it was gifting HMAS Brisbane to Queensland.  The Queensland
government is keen to sink it ASP as a dive wreck.  The destroyer put in 34 years of service with the RAN.

The former HMAS Perth was scuttled as a dive wreck by a north American expert at Albany (WA) on 24 November.
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Submarines on public display around the world

AUSTRALIA S59 Otway 1966 Oberon class Holbrook, New South Wales
S70 Ovens 1967 Oberon class Maritime Museum, Fremantle Western Australia
S60 Onslow 1968 Oberon class National Maritime Museum, Sydney
Yellow thing Commercial experiment Geraldton, Western Australia
Mini-subs WW2 Japanese Canberra War memorial
Mini sub. WW2 Sleeping Beauty Fremantle Army Museum
Mini sub. WW2 Sleeping Beauty replica Exmouth, Western Australia

BELGIUM B-143 1960 Russian Foxtrot cl. (Project 641) Maritime Theme Park, Zeebrugge
BRAZIL Riachuelo 1977 Oberon class Navy Centre, Rio de Janeiro
CANADA B-15 1964 Russian Foxtrot cl. (Project 641) Victoria, B.C
CHINA 229 1964 Russian Romeo cl. (Project 633) Naval Museum, Qingdao
DENMARK S 359 1956 Russian Whiskey cl.(Project 613) Nakskov

Springeren 1963 Delfinen class Marinemuseum, Aalborg
ESTONIA Lembit 1936 Mine laying sub Estonian Maritime Museum, Tallinn
FINLAND Vesikko 1933 CV-707 Finnish/German  Suomenlinna, Helsinki
FRANCE Alose 1904 Naiade class COMEX company, Marseille

Argonaute 1958 S-636  Arethuse class Sci/Tech Museum, Paris
Espadon 1958 S-637  Narval class Ecomusée de Saint-Nazaire
Redoutable 1967 First SSBN (opening in 2001) Cité de la Mer, Cherbourg

GERMANY U 1 1906 First German submarine Deutsches Museum, Munich
U 995 1943 Type VIIC/41 Beachfront, Laboe
W. Bauer 1945 U-2540, Type XXI Technikmuseum, Bremerhaven
K-24 1962 Russian Juliett cl. (Project 651) Peenemunde
U9 S 188 1967 205 class Technik-Museum, Speyer
U10 S 189 1967 205 class Marine Museum, Wilhelmshaven

INDONESIA Pasopati 1953 Russian Whiskey cl.(Project 613) Surabaya, Indonesia
ITALY Dandolo 1967 E. Toti class Naval Museum, Venice

Toti S 506 1968 E. Toti class (not on display yet) Leonardo da Vinci Museum, Milan
HOLLAND B-80 1957 Russian Zulu class (Project 611) Den Helder

Tonijn 1965 Dutch Potvis class Marinemuseum, Den Helder
NORWAY Utstein S302 1965 Kobben class Marinemuseet, Horten
RUSSIA Narodovolez 1929 D-2 Dekabrist class D-2 Museum,  St. Petersburg

S-56 1939 S class, XI series Port, Vladivostok
K-21 1939 K class XIV series Severomorsk, Kola bay
M-261 1955 Quebec class (Project A615) Park 40 let Pobedy, Krasnodar
M-361 1957 Project 637 Naval Academy, Pushkin
K-3 1957 First Nuclear (not on display yet) Polyarny, Murmansk region
B-413 1968 Foxtrot (Project 641) Ocean Museum, Kaliningrad
Leninskiy Komsomol 1957 First Russian Nuclear sub Ostrovnoy near Murmansk.  (Tentative)

S. KOREA Sang-o 1994 Captured North Korean sub Beach near Kangnung
SPAIN Peral 1888 First Spanish submarine City square, Cartagena

SA-51 & 52 1964 Tiburón-I class Science Museum, Barcelona
SWEDEN Hajen 1904 "Ubåt No1"First Swedish sub Marinmuseum, Karlskrona

U3 1942 Technical Museum, Malmö
S 194 1954 Russian Whiskey cl.(Project 613) Kalmar
Nordkaparen 1962 Draken class Maritime Centre, Gothenburg

U.K. Holland 1 1901 First Royal Navy submarine RN Submarine Museum,Gosport
U 534 1942 Raised German U-boat Historic Warships at Birkenhead
Alliance S67 1945 "A" class  RN Subm. Museum, Gosport
Ocelot 1962 Oberon class Historic Dockyard, Chatham Kent
Onyx 1966 Oberon class Historic Warships at Birkenhead
B 39 1967 Russian Foxtrot (Project 641) Folkestone Harbor, Kent

UKRAINE M-305 1956 Russian Quebec cl.(Project A615) Battery 411 Memorial, Odessa
USA U-505 1941 German U-Boat Type IXC Museum of Science and Industry

Drum (AGSS 228) 1941 Gato USS Alabama Battleship Commis.
Silversides (SS 236) 1941 Gato Maritime Museum
Croaker (SS 246) 1942 Gato Servicemen’s Park
Lionfish (SS 298) 1942 Balao USS Massachusetts Memorial
Cod (SS 224) 1943 Gato Committee for USS Cod, Inc.
Cavalla (AGSS 244) 1943 Gato Seawolf Park Pelican Island
Bowfin (SS 287) 1943 Balao Submarine Memorial Association
Ling (AGSS 297) 1943 Balao New Jersey Naval Museum
Batfish (AGSS 310) 1943 Balao Muskogee War Memorial Park
Becuna (SS 319) 1943 Balao Independence Seaport Museum
Pampanito (SS 383) 1943 Balao National Maritime Museum Assn.
Cobia (AGSS 245) 1944 Gato Wisconsin Maritime Museum
Torsk (AGSS 423) 1944 Tench Baltimore Maritime Museum
Clamagore (SS 343) 1945 Guppy III (mod) Naval Museum
Requin (AGSS/SSR 481) 1945 Tench Carnegie Science Centre
Albacore (AGSS 569) 1953 Test sub Maritime Museum
Marlin (SST 2) 1953 Mackerel Freedom Park
Nautilus(SSN 571) 1954 First nuclear sub. Submarine Force Museum
Growler (SSG 577) 1958 Intrepid Sea Air Space Museum 
K-81 1964 Project 651 - Juliett (Russian) St. Petersburg, FL
B-427 1971 Project 641 - Foxtrot (Russian) Queen Mary, Long Beach, CA
Drum (SSN 677) 1970 Sturgeon Mare Is. (CA)
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Sombre farewells as RAN sails off to new war

HMAS Sydney IV had been scheduled to participate in the November dedication
of the Geraldton memorial to the men lost on its WW2 namesake, but everything
changed following the New York attacks on September 11.  Prime Minister Howard
committed the nation to assist America in an indefinite “War against terrorism.”  On
31 October about-to-retire Defence Minister Peter Reith visited the ship just before
it departed for the Middle-East from Darwin wharf.  A similar ceremony including
the Defence Minister and the Governor General took place under tight security at
HMAS Stirling on 8 April to farewell HMAS’ Kanimbla and Adelaide on a
possible six month deployment to the new war.  Simultaneously, the ADF
organised ecumenical church services across the nation to provide an opportunity for
other personnel and families to come together and pray for each other.  As the newsletter
went to press late November more than 1,000 RAN personnel were serving overseas on
active service.  According to the Prime Minister, the first 30 SAS soldiers quietly departed from Perth by air for the
Afghan war on Wednesday 22 November.  Images of them celebrating US Thanksgiving Day with American troops in
Kuwait were transmitted around the world by Reuters the following day.

History of Australian Meteorology on the web

Meteorology and maritime endeavours have gone hand in hand since, since, well since a very long time.  
http://www.austehc.unimelb.edu.au/fam/fam.html is a Centenary of Federation publication about the emergence of

Australian meteorology as a science, and the formation of the Bureau of Meteorology from 1908.

Dangerous waters provides a lesson - but who is listening?

SBS screened a doco called Dangerous Waters on 6 November.  It dealt with the vexing situation of how traditional
Indonesian fishers are being arrested and imprisoned in Western Australian jails for their excursions into Australian
territorial waters.  More than 150 cases in recent years.  The program revealed these men get disproportionate sentences and
are routinely subjected to discriminatory treatment by WA prison authorities.  The heavy fines which are usually imposed
tend to balance out any moneys earned over the duration of the sentence handed out, so that the men are eventually released
with nothing.  A procedure known in the legal trade as garnishing.  The bigger the fine the longer the sentence.  Contrary
to populist media claims, they are not allowed free legal aid at any time.  There is of course no support for the families and
the result for them is often catastrophic.  On return to Indonesia, the fishermen find themselves indentured for life to the
owners of the fishing boats destroyed by Australian authorities.  The only chance they see of relieving such huge debts is
to turn to people-smuggling.

HMAS Sydney - wreck location seminar

With the assistance the Western Australian Maritime Museum the RAN through its Director of History, Dr David
Stevens sponsored a seminar at Fremantle on 16 November in an attempt to establish the most likely location of the
wrecks of HMAS Sydney and HSK Kormoran.  The initiative was a result of a recommendation by a 1999 Joint
Parliamentary Inquiry into the circumstances of the sinking
of Sydney, which attracted the most public input for any in
Australian parliamentary history.  The 2001 seminar
focussed on the reports of “workshops” chaired by persons
selected by the navy for their expertise:  Oral Record
Workshop - Glenys McDonald; Archival Record Workshop -
Wes Olson; Oceanographic Workshop - John Bye; Technical
Workshop - Jeremy Green and Peter Henley.  Input to these
was solicited through advertising and by word of mouth.
Bound copies of the reports were provided to each person at
the seminar, as was a copy of a new publication by the RAN
Seapower Centre, HMAS Sydney II: The cruiser and the
controversy in the archives of the United Kingdom. (Ed. Peter
Hore).  Seminar proceedings are to be transcribed and sent to
attendees.  Some submissions arrived too late for inclusion in the reports.

Glenys McDonald’s report was developed from some 40 interviews with former residents of the Port Gregory area
north of Geraldton.  On the eve of the battle a number of civilians saw flashes and heard gunnery seaward (perhaps as much
as 50 NM) to the northwest, and in subsequent days they reported various items washed ashore.  The oral record suggested
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an official attempt to silence civilians by intimidation had also taken place.
Importantly, the approximated bearing calculated from the multiple observations
strongly suggested that a major naval event had occurred at sea much further south
than previously supposed.  The recommendation was that this area be included in a
search.

The archival analysis was overseen by Wes Olson, who concluded that aside
from a few inaccuracies, information provided by Kormoran survivors was
essentially accurate, and that based upon assessment of this and other archival
evidence, that a search be centred on position 25° 58’S 110° 56’E.

John Bye’s report considered oceanographic factors and proposed that a two week
magnetometer search be focussed around three positions:  The inshore area in the vicinity
of 28°S  114°E; and the deep ocean areas around 29° S 113°E and 27°S 111°E.

The technical reports were divided into two sections, deep and shallow water.  Deep water searching is technically
possible with state-of-the-art methods, but very expensive.  With a commercial day rate of $65,000 this could run to three
to four million dollars.

The “shallow” water technology is far more attractive and by example some outstanding pioneer work is being done in
conjunction with the Fremantle Maritime Museum on a “ship’s graveyard” beyond Rottnest Island where a large quantity
of US lend-lease equipment was dumped after WW2.  Provided there was reasonable financial backing from the
government, the shallow water methods could produce results in water as deep as 400 metres.  One thousand kilometres
square could be searched over 15 days at a cost of $89,500.  Disturbingly, it appears that even in these modern times the
RAN still lacks the equipment and expertise to undertake a successful search for its own.

Questions were allowed for 30 minutes after the delivery of each report and following the technical delivery an elderly
Mr Warren Whittaker asked why the Knight-Whittaker detection system (KDLS) and associated claims had not been taken
seriously.  “Were those who had endorsed the system liars?” he angrily demanded to know.  The simple response was that
requests for a scientifically verifiable explanation on how KDLS actually worked had not been met.

The reputation of the Knight-Whittaker black-box device seems to have been developed upon unsubstantiated
endorsements by a surprising number of mostly elderly people with an interest in solving the mystery.  However, close
independent scrutiny of the purportedly revolutionary technology, which would seem to defy the laws of physics, has been
steadfastly denied.  The duo claimed in a handout at the seminar that Kormoran lies in the vicinity of 28°38’S 113°22’E
and Sydney at 29°58’S 112°48’E.

The closing address was by Professor Peter Dennis from the Defence Force Academy in Canberra.  He was the author
of the 1999 Joint Parliamentary Committee’s final report, and will prepare a follow up report on the 16 November
seminar.  He said that a colleague’s description of oral history as “the dribblings of old men” was too strong a term, but
that he did have misgivings about its validity, clearly however, people in the Port Gregory area heard and saw something.
He said that the lack of common agreement about the likely position for the wrecks might indicate that what would be an
expensive search at this stage would be premature.  The tacit message seemed to be that no further involvement from the
navy and the government could be expected.  Indeed, during the day a navy spokesman had taken pains to indicate that
while the RAN was extremely interested in the Sydney saga, and its serving personnel appreciated the ongoing concern by
the public, it should be remembered that the navy’s core role was fighting.

This came as no surprise to John Doohan of the End Secrecy on Sydney group.
Prior to the seminar Mr Doohan told the AAMH newsletter editor that he felt the
seminar would be a vehicle for the navy to divest itself of further responsibility in
regard to HMAS Sydney II.  He has also long held a belief that researchers were too
reliant on German accounts.  Mr Doohan said it was clear to him from the extant
records that German prisoners had set out to deceive Australian interrogators.  Even
today any former sailor who manifestly set out to contradict Commander Detmers’
strategy of subtle deception risked becoming a pariah.  He acknowledged that, like
any POWs, they had a duty to do so, but said many modern researchers and
particularly the navy had naively failed to recognise this.  His claim had some
reinforcement in a report from Germany published in WA on the eve of the seminar
(WA 15/11/2001:7).  German survivors who had been organising a 60th anniversary
commemoration of the battle in Germany were recently interviewed by Berlin based
journalist Graham Anderson.  He said their accounts certainly differed from those of
1941.  Joachim Greter stirred the possum when he reportedly said of the enduring
Australian interest in the subject, “Australians are just bad losers.”  Mr Greter
attracted attention in a 1992 TV documentary when he confirmed for the first time
that HSK Kormoran had used a rearward angled torpedo tube against HMAS Sydney.
Another man, Fritz Engelmann (79) confirmed that a number of survivors had fabricated
their accounts provided to interrogators.  He also claimed some statements were obtained
under duress.
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Fritz Engelmann at Fremantle
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Sporting a grey ponytail these days, Mr Engelmann visited Western
Australia in November to pay his respects at memorial services
commemorating the battle, and attended the Fremantle seminar where he met
and endeavoured to console relatives of Sydney men.  As a 19 year old, Mr
Engelmann claimed during his recent visit he was a member of the Number 2
gun crew on the port bow.  His 1941 Australian interrogation record reads:

Engelmann Fritz.  No 18.
19 W old of Mecklenburg at Waren (Muritz).
Ordinary Seaman.
With three or four others carried out repairs.
Worked below during action.
Telephone told them to abandon ship - all the telephone apparatus was
working till the end.

After the battle he came ashore at Red Bluff and was interned.  He spent
much of his post-war life as a resident of East Germany.  Mr Engelmann is the
only German resident known to have made his way to Australia for especially
the 60th anniversary of the battle, but on 20 November came the astonishing
revelation in The West Australian (p.29 see right) that the RAN had
representation in Germany to lay wreaths at Germany’s naval war memorial at
Laboe near Kiel.  Laboe is apparently the only place in Germany where the
Nazi flag is lawfully permitted to hang as a historical artifact.  The source of the embarrassing newspaper story (right)
appears mainly to have been a three page description of the recent occasion by a navy officer on a posting to Germany.  It
was then selectively recirculated from Canberra.

The RAN also laid a wreath at Kiel in 1990.  This was kept quiet until it was reported in the December 1999 issue of
the AAMH Newsletter. PW.

HMAS Sydney - Geraldton turns out for dedication of memorial

On Saturday 17 November thousands of people came
from all over Australia to Geraldton (WA) for the dedication
of the memorial to the 645 men lost on HMAS Sydney II
in 1941.  This year marks the 60th anniversary of the battle
and the incongruent disengagement of Sydney.  (19-20
November)

The concept for this memorial was first reported in our
September 1999 issue of the Quarterly Newsletter.  Situated
on Mt. Scott, which overlooks the thriving coastal city, the
memorial has an eternal flame in the hub of a ship’s
propeller.  The flame was transported by lamp from the
Perth War memorial.  Above is a nine metre dome or
cupola standing on seven pillars, each one representing an
Australian state.  The dome is constructed from 645
interlinked stainless steel elements in the shape of a
seagull.  Near the outer perimeter is a bronze sculpture of a
woman in 1940s clothing, holding her hat in the breeze and
searching seaward for a sign of the missing ship.  On a wall of remembrance of polished black-granite slabs are the names
and shipboard postings of all the lost men, as well as laser-etched photographs of the ship.  The memorial was designed by
Western Australian sculptors Joan Walsh-Smith and Charles Smith.  It had been planned for HMAS Sydney IV to make a
visit to the port coincident with the dedication and to perform a separate sunset wreath-casting service at sea, but the
declaration of war against terrorism a few weeks earlier suddenly saw the ship posted to the Middle East.

A shoreside service was organised and as the sun went down the seagulls swooped in as if on cue.  Many people, with
tears in their eyes, momentarily believed they saw the silhouette of a warship against the glare.

A navy band travelled to Geraldton with Chief of the Defence Force Admiral Barrie for the proceedings.  On the
Saturday night the musos played Glen Miller at a 1940s style dance.  Many of the locals had little trouble in finding
suitable clothing in their wardrobes.

Not all the bills for the memorial have been paid yet.  There is an ongoing opportunity for the public to help by
ordering a commemorative silver gull mounted upon a polished black-granite base from the memorial’s website
http://www.hmassydney.com.au/
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Carnarvon dedicates memorial avenue to HMAS Sydney men

On Saturday the bustling coastal town of Carnarvon held a morning commemorative service to dedicate an avenue of
645 trees planted in honour of the crew lost on HMAS Sydney II .  Each tree has a plaque for one of the men.  During the
service Dr Mike McCarthy, Curator for HMAS Sydney at the Fremantle Maritime Museum, delivered a historical reading
about the battle.  A time-capsule containing material related to the 1941 tragedy was sealed by representatives of Carnarvon
school students.  The occasion also marked the opening of a unique photographic representation which has been
accumulated over the past year from archival and private collections around the nation.  Many of the photographs have not
been seen in public previously, and it is hoped the exhibition will eventually go on tour.  Fremantle based HMAS
Sydney historian Wes Olson who helped compile
the exhibition said that it appears that putting a
face to all of the lost men is now a real
possibility.  Carnarvon has long has a listing of
the Sydney men at the rear of its war memorial
which is located in the centre of town.

In the late afternoon another service was held
by the Carnarvon section of The Naval
Association of Australia at a long established rock-
cairn memorial to the men on Quobba Station to
the north.  There  has long been a belief that this
marked the closest land point to the scene of the
battle.

Paying his respects at both services was HSK
Kormoran veteran Fritz Engelmann.  Shown in
the picture with Wes Olson, he is wearing the
formal attire of the Kormoran veteran’s association
which gathers together every year in Kiel,
Germany.  There are now about 30 members left,
and some live in Argentina.  While in the region
he was taken to the shoreside cave at Red Bluff where he came
ashore 60 years ago.  He recalled that he was wet and cold at
the time and had set a couple of photographs of girlfriends on a rock to dry.  These had accidentally been left behind when
he and the others were gathered up for transportation south, and into internment.

Last issue for this little black duck

As this issue was being prepared for the printer there came a surprise note from AAMH President Mark Staniforth that
at the recent AGM in Adelaide, Ms Lindsey Shaw from Sydney’s Australian National Maritime Museum had offered to
take up editorship of the Quarterly Newsletter, and that the executive committee had accepted.  The committee have
decided it likely they will transfer executive responsibility to NSW in two years time, and they feel that the change to a
NSW editor beforehand would better pave the way.  I was graciously given the option of choosing my time of departure,
either now or at any time over the next twelve months.  However, on pondering this for about two minutes and 12
seconds, I have decided that this will be my last edition.  I have no doubt it is timely for me to depart now, and I do so
quite amicably.  I took on the editorship by default with issue 65 in December 1996.

I would like to thank the many members and non-members who have sent me contributions and letters of support over
the years.  There have also been a few poison pens, but thankfully I can count them on the fingers of one hand.  I expect
that one day they will provide ongoing amusement to some researcher in Perth’s Battye Library.

Special thanks too, for Associate Professor Malcolm Tull whom has been our postman and
printing coordinator for more than a decade.  With the editorship going east, he too has decided to stand
down from the task after this edition hits the streets.

For more than a year I have been mulling over the possibility of starting an internet-based
occasional-newsletter in PDF format.  Something similar in layout to the AAMH newsletter and other
organisations’ newsletters which I have produced in the past, but with a much broader spectrum.
Contact me if interested in going on the free list.  Yep, free.  There will be continuing opportunity for
new and informal writers covering a wide range of historical and anthropological subjects.

So then; in spite of WW3 threatening to overwhelm us, I close off by wishing eveyone a safe and
happy festive season.  C’mon the Dockers!!!! Paul R. Weaver pweaver@starwon.com.au
23 Waddell Road, Palmyra, Western Australia 6157.
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