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MARITIME HISTORY BEYOND 2000: VISIONS OF SEA AND SHORE
An International Conference on Maritime History and Heritage,

organised by The Australian Association for Maritime History
at the West Australian Maritime Museum, Cliff Street, Fremantle 11-14 December 2001

Sponsors
The Western Australian Maritime Museum

The International Commission of Maritime History
The International Maritime Economic History Association

The aim of this conference is to bring together historians and all others interested in maritime history in order to present the
latest findings in maritime historical research and heritage studies, to review the state of the discipline in all its aspects, and map
out pathways for research in the 21st century. Papers are invited on all aspects of maritime history, especially on the following

General themes: 
Cultural images and heritage

Commerce and trade 
Shipping and ship building

Ports and port cities
Fisheries and fishing communities
Naval history and strategic studies

Labour and unionism
Maritime environment

Authors are encouraged, as far as possible, to adopt a comparative approach and address the following questions:
•What are the main research priorities for maritime history in the 21st Century?
•How does your research contribute to this international research agenda?

The conference will include the 2001 Executive Council Meeting of the International Commission of Maritime History. 

Keynote speakers

Professor Frank Broeze Department of History, University of Western Australia.
A past President of the International Commission of Maritime History, Professor Broeze is a leading international maritime
historian. His books include: Brides of the Sea, Mr Brooks and the Australian Trade, Maritime History at the Crossroads and
Island Nation,  A History of Australians and the Sea.

Dr Gelina Harlaftis Department of Maritime Studies, University of Piraeus.
Currently Vice-Chairperson of the Editorial Board of the International Journal of Maritime History, Dr Harlaftis is Greece’s
leading maritime historian. Her books include: Greek Shipowners and Greece, Greek Seamen and Greek Steamships, A History
of Greek -owned Shipping, and with D. Starkey Global markets: the Internationalisation of Sea Transport Industries since
1850. 

Deadline for registration with standard fee and for submission of abstracts is 1st September 2001.

Registration fees

Standard conference fee (before 1st September) A$200.  Standard conference fee (after 1st September) A$250
Student conference fee (please attach proof of enrolment) A$75.  Conference dinner A$45

Website

A Registration Form and additional information is available on the conference web site at http://mh2001.murdoch.edu.au
The dedicated Email address to contact the conveners is mh2001@murdoch.edu.au
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Registration form  (Please print)
Photocopies of this newsletter page are acceptable

MARITIME HISTORY BEYOND 2000: VISIONS OF SEA AND SHORE

11-14 December 2001

MARITIME HISTORY BEYOND 2000
School of Economics
Murdoch University
Murdoch 
Western Australia 6150

Telephone:  61 8 9360 2305
Fax: 61 8 9310 7725
Email: mh2001@murdoch.edu.au
Conference website at
http://mh2001.murdoch.edu.au

Title: ________ 

First name: _______________________

Family name: ________________________________________

Telephone: _______________________

Fax: ____________________________

E-mail: __________________________

Organisation: ______________________________________________________________

City: _______________  Post Code ___________________

Country: _________________________

Title of paper: __________________________________________________________________________________

Registration fees

Conference fee (before 1st September) A$200
Conference fee (after 1st September) A$250
Student Conference fee (please attach proof of enrolment) A$75
Conference Dinner A$45

Total A$_________________________

I enclose a cheque for A$ ____________

(If paying by cheque in any other currency please add the equivalent of A$10 to cover bank charges)

Or please charge my 

Mastercard: ___________________________________________

Visa: ________________________________________________

Expiry date: _______________________________

Signature: ________________________________
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Travel bursary for Fremantle maritime history conference available.

At the 1999 meeting of the International Council for Maritime History executive council resolved that a travel bursary of
up to US$1000 be offered to attend whichever ICMH-sanctioned conference hosted the 2001 meeting of the council.  The ICMH
2001 meeting will be held during Maritime history beyond 2000: visions of sea and shore 11-14 December 2001, Fremantle,
Western Australia, which is being organised by the Australian Association for Maritime History.

The bursary is open to any scholar wishing to offer a paper which complies with the requirements set out in the Fremantle
conference's Call for Papers, and whom would otherwise have to attend entirely or virtually entirely at his or her own expense.
The Award Committee reserves the right to discriminate in favour of applications from young scholars and/or those from outside
Australia, North America and the EU.
Applications for the bursary are invited.  Closing date is 30 April 2001.  They should be sent only to:

For whom do the bells toll?

Astute readers will recall a mention several issues ago of a proposed project for Perth called “The Bell Tower” to house a set
of 12 bells which came from Saint Martin’s in the Field church in London.  In justification of the A$5 plus million project
funded by the State Government the populace were told these bells, or at least the metal in them
before they were recast, had rung out in victory for the Battle of Waterloo, the Battle of Trafalgar
and the ends of both world wars.  Another six bells have been cast for the Perth project to complete
a harmonic set.

The Liberal State Premier Richard Court, who had his name on one of the latter castings,
became the most vocal supporter of the project and subsequently over a couple of years bore the
brunt of a seemingly continuous stream of taunting editorial cartoons and letters to the editor in the
daily newspaper The West Australian.  Nevertheless, it can now be reported the arguably phallic
glass, steel and copper construction was opened for business on Sunday 10 December by a beaming
Mr Court.  The assembled crowd was variously estimated in size by different observers from being a
few hundred to about five thousand.  Some spoilsports endeavoured to voice their criticism by
saying the money would have been better spent in the areas of community-health and schools.
Unswayed however, the Premier confidently predicted the new icon would make a profit from
visiting-tourists during its first year and this money would be directed to training campanologists
and other musicians.  Unfortunately he dropped a clanger when he launched into a maritime history
lecture and claimed the bells had rung out in joyous celebration of the safe arrival back in England
of Captain Cook in 1788.  Seeing as the Hawaiians had donged Cook fatally in 1779, the news of a
reincarnation was stunning and of course generated from know-it-alls amongst the ungrateful
proletariat another amusing peal of irreverent letters to the editor.  Interestingly on the day, true
believers in Nine’s TV network and ABC TV news repeated the information.

The following Tuesday the Bell Tower precinct attracted the attention of about 30 jolly WA
state police who had returned to the nearby ferry-jetty following a Christmas binge on offshore
Carnac Island.  Allegations surfaced that some of the men frolicked undressed in the reflection pool,
assaulted a female security guard and at least one defecated in the new gardens, which all in all
certainly gave visiting tourists something to talk about.  Ultimately the allegations were found to be with substance and a lone
policeman was convicted and fined $850.

The Court government was thrown out of office in a state election on 11 February, with the Bell Tower being prominent as
one of the reasons from the gaggle of post-election analysers.

Sailing club history likely to have wide appeal

Sailing to Success compiled by Trevor Sutcliffe is intended to be a history of the world renowned Fremantle Sailing Club
(FSC), but perhaps unintentionally it also ranks as an important social history of Western Australia’s main port.

Competitive recreational sailing at Fremantle had its genesis in the 1870s with regattas organised by ad-hoc committees.
Inevitably a more formalised approach evolved with several clubs starting up, and for various reasons, closing down.  Following
the Great War, in 1920 the Port Yacht Club was founded and it is from this that the FSC evolved.

Sutcliffe, with help from many contributors including a couple of AAMH members Pat Brown and Paul Weaver, has
managed to bring to life the colourful action and the politics which have taken place amongst the movers and shakers of the port
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over time.  That sailing has always been more than “just a sport” is quite apparent when reading the book, and was something
also alluded to by former State Premier Sir Charles Court (89) who launched it on 17 December 2000.  Twenty-one years earlier
he had opened the world-class but then controversial club facilities to coincide with the Parmelia Yacht Race from Britain to
Australia.

To some extent the early history of club yachting has been taken for granted in Australia, perhaps because so much of this
type of sport has taken place over time, and yet, as Trevor Sutcliffe discovered there much about the subject which is worth
investigating and recording.  He also provides a plausible explanation for the term “billy run” which is an annual all male day-trip
to an offshore island for the purposes of fun and imbibing fair quantities of ale.  Only billies (goats) allowed, no nannies.  The
serious ritual is continued to the present amongst WA yachtsmen from several clubs.

Sailing to Success is richly adorned with some 450 photographs and illustrations in colour and black and white.  Some 50>
were taken by your shutterbug newsletter editor over a quarter of a century ago.  The 500 page hard cover book (it’s a whopper)
will have a wide appeal may well provide a benchmark for other yacht clubs throughout Australia, and indeed the world, which are
contemplating doing their own histories.  Cost from the club is A$80 plus post and packing.

Secret mens’ business - Olden days Fremantle yachtsmen at a billy run on nearby Garden Island where the RAN and Collins subs
now hang out.

Depicted in Sailing to Success

Australia II arrives in Fremantle - temporarily

In case you didn’t know, Australia II won the America’s Cup.  If not, you are excused because it took place in the USA a
long time ago in the early hours (Australian time) on 26 September 1983.  Soon after, Western Australian car owners began
sporting cheeky number plates with the slogan “Home of the America’s Cup.” Australia II (KA6) and
its revolutionary winged keel became something of an icon.  Eventually the yacht was purchased by the
Federal government in 1987 and put on display in Sydney’s new National Maritime Museum.  A long-
term understanding was that the yacht would eventually be returned to WA, and so 18 December saw it
unloaded from container ship MS Tampere at Fremantle.

A $35> million dollar, purpose-designed building to display it is currently under construction will
not be ready until 2002 prompting some intensive behind the scenes negotiations between the WA
Maritime Museum and Perth businessman Warren Jones to allow the yacht to be refitted and taken to the
Isle of Wight for an August 2001 sesquicentenary regatta commemorating the original race.  Jones was a
leading figure in the Australia II challenge and now has assembled another syndicate for this latest
adventure.  Media reports said in December the WA Maritime Museum had given Jones the green light to
borrow what is now public property, and that he had set about raising $1 million dollars.  The rational in
Museum circles being that the publicity will serve to remind the world about the yacht’s significance, and
the new Fremantle facility which will house it.

In the shadows is Alan Bond whose name became synonymous with the original cup challenge
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through his enthusiastic corporate backing.  Unfortunately it was his finest hour.  Bondy recently emerged in disgrace from a long
spell within Western Australian prison system after convictions involving corporate fraud took place some years after the
successful cup challenge.  Apparently he is not a member of the new syndicate, but nevertheless the media await with baited
breath to see if he turns up at the Isle of Wight and is accorded a hero’s reception.  Signals have been sent that he will not be
shunned by his old yachting pals, but the government is more nervous.  Barring the death of a Royal personage, it seems
inevitable such an occasion will overshadow any counter-measure the spin doctors manage to put up.

It is said that the winning of the cup by Australia II for Australians ranks as one of the most significant events of the later
twentieth century, along with the first moon landing and the assassination of JFK.  Can you remember where you were when that
decisive race was held?

Yo ho ho life on an Australian salvage tug

It is said there is a book inside everyone and so is the case with Captain John Lewis who in his retirement recounts in
Towline with enthusiasm some of the tricks of the trade relating to the salvage of innumerable ships which foundered in distress
off the Western Australian coast in the latter half of the twentieth century.  For many of these incidents John was on the
Fremantle tugs Yuna or Wongara.

Always paramount in tug crews’ minds was the prospect of a fat reward for a successful salvage job, but in this respect not
only was the sea their enemy when it came to success.  Just about anybody else who could be involved made sure they were, and
not infrequently the dreams of sudden wealth for the crew were withered away by unexpected overheads.

To offset against such uncertainty tug crews might explore an unattended vessel while attaching the tow and indeed Lewis
describes how he and his crewmates removed whatever alcohol and cigarettes they could locate from the floating half of an oil
tanker Bridgewater which broke up west of Bunbury.  He lamented, perhaps tongue-in-cheek, that they sighted, but could not
find the means to open or remove the ship’s safe:

One could assume with certainty the contents would be mainly tax free garnered and petty purloined from his (the captain’s)
crew and owners, backhanders for inferior stores paid for at top prices; the bar and bond takings would be dry and safe
together with his other perks. (p.8)

The author makes assertions of dubious practices against a
variety of people who operated in the maritime businesses at
Fremantle, but no doubt aware of the need to protect himself from
litigation he substitutes fictitious names.  In one situation an
insurer’s surveyor was endeavouring to lighten the financial
obligation claiming the salvage had taken excessive time because of
too-light gear.  It was alleged this had necessated a slow tow.
Representing the salvors a tug manager called “Poison Dwarf”
nominated as a suitable arbitrator a retired harbourmaster, Captain
“Rumble Gutsche.”  Lewis wrote on page 28, “Retired and present
harbourmasters were provided with whisky and turkeys each

Christmas by the tug
managers.  The knowledge
of these favours had escaped
the surveyor, and certainly Rumble Gutsche
did not want a lifetime of turkey-less and
whisky-less Christmases ahead of him.”
Many of the salvage jobs the author participated in were sensational in their time and
attracted world-wide publicity.  Towline offers the views of an Australian seaman
working in often extremely dangerous situations, and a candid insight into behind-the-
scenes dynamics of the maritime world.  The book has some faults.  In places the text is
disjointed and confusing, and it certainly would have been improved with greater
clarification of the years some events occurred.  Also, as is often the case with such
individual publications, there is no index.  Authors always do their books an injustice
by such an omission.  Nevertheless this one is written with humour and is an
entertaining and informative read.  Towline is available from Victor Publishing, 319
Crawford Rd., Inglewood, Western Australia 6052.  phone/fax: (08) 9271 5154.   Soft

cover, 144 pages with black and white photos.  A$17.50 including GST P&P.  Paul Weaver.

Timor report available

On Christmas Eve the 222 page report East Timor by the Senate Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade References Committee
was delivered by post to Oz addresses.  It is based on an inquiry initiated in November 1998.  An interim report appeared in
September 1999 when Indonesia withdrew from East Timor.  The report provides a concise overview of events before and after
East Timorise independence.  Chapter 4 has maps and details about the history and ramifications for the Timor Gap Treaty.
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Islamic Diaspora - boat people seek refuge from despotic regimes

Perth residents saw a softer side of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs Minister at a public meeting held in a cricket club hall
on the banks of the Swan River on 14/12/2000.  Actually it was sort of public because those attending had to submit their names
to DIMA which then sent out an invitation letter.  A crowd of young socialists who did not get invitations held a protest outside
the hall loudly chanting “Free the refugees” throughout the night.

Inside the hall, people claiming to represent Pauline Hanson’s One Nation political party loudly expressed hostile views
towards refugees and snarled at anyone else in disagreement.  Mr Ruddock gave the extremists little time and said that withdrawal
from international agreements covering refugees would not be in Australia’s interests.  Since the meeting apparent workaholic Mr
Ruddock has also taken on the Aboriginal portfolio.

The numbers of boat people arriving from the middle east continue to increase and manage to do so through established
networks of people smugglers.  Because the cost of this is market driven sums paid can run to thousands of dollars.  Some
families embark on what is the adventure of a lifetime, but mostly the exodus has comprised of men travelling alone.

A common argument of critics writing to Australian newspapers is that such people can’t be refugees if they can afford to
pay for their transit.  Of course chronic poverty has never been a requirement to be a refugee.  A typical situation amongst those I
have met from landlocked Afghanistan is that they have fled the potentially dangerous
influence of the Taliban regime.  There is plenty of evidence to show that their fears are
well founded, and that the situation may not change for a long time.  Coincident with the
need to escape is the hope that these men will be followed by other family members left
behind.

Further to the fear of the Taliban is an impending famine, brought on both by
political mismanagement and several years of unprecedented drought.  Furthermore there
has been an increasing trend to cultivate opium rather than food crops.  It is claimed by
the USA’s CIA that for the year 2000 some 70 percent of the world’s illicit opium was
produced in Afghanistan.  However it should be born in mind that most people are not
opium growers.

A ferocious winter which may be the worst in 50 years, with temperatures plunging
as low as -25°C has further compounded the situation of people seeking refuge.  At Herat
in Afghanistan there is reported to be a tent encampment of 80,000 people, with 400
dying of exposure in the first week of February this year.  Like Iraq, Afghanistan is also
subjected to UN sanctions, but because of international terrorist activities against US
interests, allegedly orchestrated by former Saudi, Usama bin Laden.  Some aid is getting
in from the US which sees the deteriorating situation as against its interests.  As a relief
body the UN is proving inadequate due the significantly depleted state of its non-
food stockpile, apparently as a result of human catastrophes elsewhere in recent
years.  On 7 February the director of the CIA George Tenet told a US Senate
Intelligence Committee, “The Afghan civil war will continue into the foreseeable future, leaving the country fragmented and
unstable. The Taliban remains determined to impose its radical form of Islam on all of Afghanistan, even in the face of resistance
from other ethnic groups and the Shia minority.”  Tenet forecast the possibility of more retaliatory US military strikes on
Afghanistan because of bin Laden’s alleged ongoing activities.

By Afghani standards the cost of transit to somewhere like Australia is very expensive and requires US dollars.  As any
traveller would know, “greenbacks” have been the most trusted currency in developing countries for decades.  Families tend to
pool resources to raise the necessary amount to pay people smugglers.  Essentially, these are specialised travel agents who deliver
a service to their clients via a network of affiliates, all of them in for their cut.

For Afghanis they must first cross their border, which does not seem particularly difficult, then typically the expedition
proper starts with a single but hefty payment in Pakistan, which buys bogus documentation, temporary accommodation and cheap
air links through nearby countries such as India and Thailand to Indonesia.  There a previously notified progress payment of about
US$1,500 is handed over to another agent, often another Pakistani.  This fee covers being met at the airport, temporary
accommodation and basic meals, the agent’s commission, bribes, transport to the point of embarkation which may involve a 24
hour car trip and the boat fare to somewhere like Ashmore Reef.  There is no guarantee and no refund policy.  Dealing with
clandestine travel brokers may not always be so straight forward and no doubt some people have every last dollar wrung from
them and get stranded in Indonesia, but inevitably such events are bad for business.  Nevertheless people smugglers are said to be
ambivalent about whether their clients live or die once the money has been handed over.

In good weather the boat trip to Australian territory can take a half day, but if things go wrong it can be much longer.  One
person told me his boat had been lost at sea last year for 14 days because of a faulty compass.  The vessel was leaking badly and
the passengers had to operate hand pumps continuously.  They ran out of food (rice) and finally made it to Roti.  The next day,
with a new compass and a motorised pump they were taken to Ashmore reef without further problems and picked up by the RAN.

Boat people tend to speak highly of their kind treatment by the Australian Navy, and say the sailors always give special
attention to the children and their mothers.  Neither is there indication of hostile attitudes to Department of Immigration staff,
whom they realise have an official job to do, but there is an ongoing fear of security and administrative staff in the detention
centres, even after people have been released from detention.  Refugees allege that racial abuse and manhandling has been common
amongst civilian staff in these places, and that medical attention is generally inadequate.  The best days are when there is a
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visiting parliamentarian.  Then everything including the food improves.
Iraq is also the source of many boat people who mostly appear to fly to Indonesia via a different route.  Considering the

continuing adverse propaganda about Saddam Hussein and continual publicity that Australia is the best country in the world, we
should not be surprised that they are coming.  Unless political and economic stability resumes in these countries people will
continue to flow outward, including to Australia, by whatever means they can devise.  Paul Weaver.

Ashmore Reef - where and what is it?

The existence of Ashmore Reef in the collection of overseas Australian territories was not well publicised until it became a
destination for unauthorised entry to Australia.  Located 610 km north of Broome and 580 km west of Darwin on the edge of the
North West Shelf it is very close to Indonesia, approximately 140km from Roti, and about 40 km from Indonesian territorial
waters.  Indonesian fishers know Ashmore Reef as Pulau
Pasir.  The formation has three small islands and spreads over
about 240 km2.  It is embraced by a 580 km2 nature reserve.
The reefs have a very rich diversity of life, with at least 740
species of fish and some 213 corals.  The waters also support
the greatest diversity of sea snakes in the world with 55
species.  The natural vegetation on the islands comprises low
shrubs, but on the largest West Island there are coconut
palms and a well, both attributed to Indonesian fishermen.
An old well is also on East Island and a well and some
coconut palms are reported on Middle Island.  The wells have
signs warning of cholera contamination.

The islands are used as rookeries by large numbers of
seabirds comprising 17 species.  During the nineteenth
century, between 1847 and 1872, colonial and American
guano miners made short work of the accumulated but low
grade deposits.  A brief foray by an Australian syndicate also
took place in 1920.

The islands and reefs have been the seasonal destination
of fishing boats under Indonesian, Dutch, Chinese and Arab
influence for centuries, seeking trepang, clam and turtle meat,
eggs, sponges, shark fin, trocus shell and fish, all of which
could be prepared or cured on the islands.  A memorandum of
understanding (MOU) was established between Australia and Indonesia in 1974 which allowed limited exploitation of certain
species in specified areas and landing on West and East Islands for water.  Due to pressure on target species such as giant clams
and birds the MOU was reviewed in 1989.  West Island is now the only permitted landing place.

Ashmore Reef is named for Captain Samuel Ashmore on Hibernia who visited them on 11 June 1811.  Thirteen months
earlier he had recorded Hibernia Reef 30 KM NNW of Ashmore Reef.  Britain overcame burgeoning American interest by
annexing the islands in 1878.  Western Australia was incensed at Indonesian visits and in 1923 the Commonwealth made
overtures to Britain for their transfer.  Formal moves to pass them to Australia began with a signature of King George V on 23
July 1931 and the Australian Ashmore and Cartier Islands Acceptance Act 1933 operated from 3 May 1934.  Cartier Island is
about 30Km SE of Ashmore Reef.  Administration now falls to the Minister for the Arts, Tourism and Territories.  The Ashmore
Reef National Nature Reserve was proclaimed on 16 August 1983 and is managed by the Australian National Parks and Wildlife
Service.  Their officers are placed at Ashmore Reef on a seasonal basis. The National Maritime Unit (NMU) of Customs is also
on station and operates the former fisheries vessel Wauri.  Since November 2000 a leased 35 metre catamaran ferry Samson
Explorer has been used to transfer up to 150 people at a time to the mainland.  Of the 51 recorded arrivals of unauthorised
boatloads of people in Australian territorial waters in 2000, 41 were at Ashmore Reef.  Paul Weaver

Captain Joseph Bolles - a remarkable south seas adventurer

Captain Joseph Woodville Bolles was born on Jan. 15, 1844, in the small port of Mattapoisett, Massachusetts, which lies
just under Cape Cod and looks out to Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket Island.  The once-renowned whaling port of New Bedford
is three miles to the south.

His family had left England's Lincolnshire and settled in Wells, Maine in 1640, moving south to Mattapoisett by the year
1712.  Having a cooper father who made oil barrels for the whaling ships as well as being a part-owner in the barque Willis, soon
saw 14 year old Joseph sail in Willis on two successive whaling voyages.  Next, he was sailing in the Brig Pavilion for a 2 1/2
year whaling voyage which concluded during the American Civil War.  As Fourth Mate in the barque Waverly he was captured in
the Bering Strait with Waverly being burnt to the waterline on June 28 1865 by the Confederate Insurgent cruiser Shenandoah,
which previously had been slipped and provisioned in Melbourne, Victoria.

After the Civil War, Great Britain, having built Alabama, Florida and Shenandoah and delivered them surreptitiously to the
South, contrary to the rules of neutrality, then paid US$16,312,944 compensation, of which Joseph Bolles received $800.
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On his eventual return to Mattapoisett, he next sailed in the whaling schooners FlIen Rodman and S.A. Paine from 1867 to
1869.  On November 5, 1869, aged 25 he sailed from America for his last time, as First Mate in the whaling barque Janet; being
landed to a hospital in the Bay of Islands, New Zealand, on March 9, 1872.  Joining the ex-slaver barque Adventurer in the
Sydney whaling fleet of Captain Robert Towns, he arrived in Sydney, NSW, on December 31, 1872. Captain "Bobbie" Towns
(who had privately built the port of Townsville in 1865) immediately appointed him as First Mate to his Robert Towns, described
at the time as "the finest whaling ship sailing out of Sydney."  They cleared Sydney Heads on a whaling voyage five days later.

On June 28, 1873, Robert Towns was wrecked on St. Bartholomew Island, New Hebrides, now known as Malo, Venuatu.
Welcomed ashore by the chant of "Kai kai you!" (eat you) the survivors managed to keep the cannibal stomachs filled with
damper made from the unspoiled inner contents of bagged flour which had been washed ashore; and more importantly their minds
off the subject of turning Robert Town's crew into "long pig."  The providential arrival of the schooner Isabella on a voyage
through the islands recruiting native labour to work on Queensland's sugar cane farms rescued them and they arrived in Brisbane
on August 4 1873.  Joe Bolles was soon working on a fleet of coal barges from the colliery of Blond and Wright in Ipswich,
about twenty-five miles upstream from Brisbane.

Arriving in Cooktown the next year, 1874 following the 1873 discovery of gold in the Palmer River, Bolles commenced a
quarter of a century's residence.  He established a boatshed and slipway fifty paces west of Cook's reputed 1770 careening site for
Endeavour and engaged in the pearling and beche-de-mer fishery on luggers he built.
Meanwhile, Easter 1876 saw his distant cousin George Bolles as third mate of the New
England whaler Catalpa on the other side of the continent successfully assisting escaped
Irish Fenians from the Fremantle jail.  After a spectacular chase by the authorities
Catalpa successfully conveyed the escapees to America.

When further gold was discovered in 1877 in the Coen River north of Cooktown,
Joe Bolles ferried prospectors to the entrance of the Stewart River.  He was the first to
establish regular service from Cooktown to this small port.  On October 14, 1880 he
passed an examination for Master of a Coaster, with his certificate issued by the Marine
Board of Queensland being No.27.  He was intimately acquainted with Captain Robert
Watson and his wife Mary of "The Lizard Island Tragedy"of 1881, with her diary
originally being given to him before Robert's subsequent death in Cooktown.  Joe had
suggested to his friend Watson on several occasions that his wife should not be left alone
on the Lizard.

Joseph Bolles married Margaret Ellen Lang from Devon on March 8, 1883.  She
died of malaria on Jan.23, 1889 aged 24.  On June 26 1883 as master and probably part-
owner of the lugger Age he conveyed George Ernest Morrison (later, Doctor "Chinese"
Morrison, the famous London Times correspondent in Peking during the Boxer Rebellion)
to Port Moresby on his expedition of discovery as correspondent for Melbourne’s Age
newspaper.

Around 1884 he took the first cargo of telegraph material from Cooktown to
Normanton in the Gulf of Carpentaria for the construction of the telegraph line which, following
John Bradford's survey expedition of 1883 from Laura to Somerset.  This enabled completion of
the telegraph line along Australia's east coast in 1887.

In 1886 Bolles purchased the New Zealand-built ketch Wild Duck.  Its beche-de-mer fishing station was established within
the Great Barrier Reef on Forbes Island.  Cutters North Star and Echo operated in company.  Towards the end of 1888 the mainly
Queensland Flinders Island native crews mutinied.  Capt Kane of Wild Duck, fishing closer inshore on North Star was wounded
with an iron spear and fell overboard.  He was then killed in the water by a blow to his head from a piece of iron.  Crew member
August Anderson was hit on his head with a tomahawk and probably also shot.  Echo was sunk.  After sailing North Star
alongside Wild Duck, the mate Luke Love and the cook, Mick Freeman, were also murdered.

Bolles married Henrietta Craig in 1890 and like many families, hers had experienced violence at sea.  Four years earlier her
brother, Captain John Craig had been murdered by the native crew on his schooner Emily while pearling in New Guinea waters.
Working in a large dinghy from Emily they cut the diver's air lifeline as he worked on the sea bed, returned to Emily for a rifle,
and then pursued and shot fatally Adam Craig and his fellow Europeans as they frantically swam towards a nearby reef.  In 1887
Henrietta’s then fiance William Hanson was pearl-fishing in New Guinea in the cutter Cecilia and was murdered by shore natives
who approached the vessel with spears hidden beneath their canoe.

In the late 1890s Bolles was owner and master of a small steam coaster Dove.  Financially unsuccessful, its iron boiler lies
in the mangroves at Port Douglas and is used as a bollard for fishing vessels.

Captain Joseph Woodville Bolles died in Townsville on August 10, 1930 aged 86.  His wife Henrietta had died much
earlier, in 1902 aged 41.  A contemporary newspaper wrote of his passing, "The risks of whaling, the thrills of shipwreck,
encounters with blacks, pearl poachers, goldfields bad men, inebriated Asiatics, and other desperate characters - these were mere
incidents in the life of Joe Bolles, who vowed time and again to his friends that he would die with his boots on.  He didn't.  He
passed away at Townsville the other day in a comfortable four-poster bed." Herb Bolles

(Herb is one one of our NSW members, living at Kurrajong Heights (elev. 2,000 ft.).  For further information on his
south-seas-ranging grandfather visit Herb’s 1993 book Shipwreck, Massacre and Mayhem.)
Subs officially now undudded
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Subs officially now undudded

A few days before Christmas a turnabout occurred in publicity for the Collins submarines, with the navy announcing five
were ready for active duty.  In WA The West Australian newspaper carried the same photo over three days of a dolphin leaping
out of the water in front of a Collins sub underway.  Undoubtedly every Australian submariner and potential navy recruit will
probably want to buy a copy.  The Australian was also reporting good news that a Collins sub had twice been able to outwit the
Americans during an exercise off Hawaii.
However, it said the Americans were pretty
unhappy that an exclusive US/Australian
submarine partnership to upgrade the Collins subs
remained unconfirmed by Australia.  The
Americans do not regard possible German
involvement in the program with favour.  On the
political scene Mr Peter Reith took over as
Defence Minister from Mr John Moore in
December.  Mr Reith is known for his experience
in port labour-relations and the personal-
communications revolution.  In late Feb came a
snippet that a noisy Collins prop was to be sent to
the US for fine tuning.  The Swedish manufacturer was unimpressed and a legal row has started.

International Naval Fleet Review, Sydney Harbour Sep 8 - Oct 1 

Get some film for your camera.  Visiting naval ships from 21 countries are expected to join Australian Navy ships to
celebrate the RAN's 90th Anniversary.  To complement the major fleet review on Sydney Harbour, there will be interstate and
regional port visits, combined naval parade, receptions, firework displays and ship inspections. Other ADF participation will
include RAAF aircraft and naval helicopter flyovers, military bands and marching contingents.

Defence Department plan thwarted at Freo

Readers will recall a few issues back that there was a report on the Defence Department’s plan to hive off the Old Fremantle
Artillery Barracks and surrounding lands for the bargain basement price of approximately $4 million to the local Notre Dame
Catholic University for use as accommodation for foreign students.  News of the plan which was originally concocted in secret
caused a furore because it would mean that the Fremantle Army Museum which is run by volunteers would inevitably be turfed
out.  In addition the reckoning of the value of the site with its astonishing views of the Indian Ocean, Fremantle Harbour and the
Swan River was significantly out of kilter with surrounding land values where a small house on a tiny block can pull near on half
a million dollars.  Furthermore the prime piece of real estate contains the last section of natural coastal bushland in the central
Fremantle area, preserved since 1829; an esoteric luxury not at all understood by the wheelers and dealers.

A vigorous public campaign to save the barracks and its land started up and resulted in a protest march and an enduring
storm of political lobbying at the state and federal levels.  Even so, the Defence Minister John Moore and Minister assisting,
Bruce Scott seemed
determined to
weather the protests
and allow their plan
to go ahead.
Unknown to most
people was that Mr
Moore was going to
retire at the end of
2000 so any
political backlash was always going to be like water off
a Collins sub’s deck for him.

Well Moore has now gone and so has the original plan.  In a mid-January 2001 turnabout the Federal Government through
Special Minister for State Chris Ellison announced it would buy the real estate from the Defence Department with Centenary of
Federation Funds and present it to the Western Australian Government.  Facing an election State ultra-conservative Premier
Richard Court was keen to be associated with the vote winning arrangements but unhesitatingly balked at a suggestion from
unashamed-radical and Fremantle Mayor Richard Utting that his government would kick in with a contribution towards building
restoration and maintenance, estimated in the region of half a million dollars.

The Fremantle City Council is willingly taking on the role as manager of the new heritage precinct and expects an initial
revenue from leasing some of the buildings to clients such as Notre Dame University to generate $150,000 a year.  Tourist
revenue is likely to come from the opening of little known army tunnels beneath the precinct, and from the conversion of a
prominent former signal station into a restaurant.  It seems inevitable there must be significant entrepreneurial spirit allowed for
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Part of the old Fremantle Artillery Barracks
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HMAS Waller slipped for a lengthy tune-up at Jervoise Bay - January 2001
Photo: P. Weaver



With a peppercorn rent the pressure is now on for the rescued Army Museum which only occupies a small proportion of the
former military buildings to upgrade its own act.  Even though it boasts the second largest collection of military heritage material
in the nation the voluntary nature of the organisation is reflected in displays, conservation and cataloguing.  Its doors are open on
Wednesdays and weekends.  Furthermore it has a noticeably elderly membership and in recent times has suffered from the lack of a
clearly defined policy towards assisting the ever-increasing number of visiting researchers.

Oz museum granted permission to display Enigma machine

Canberra War Memorial has been given permission to display a German Enigma cipher machine.  It is one of two which
were in storage at the Defence Signals Directorate.  Britain allowed them to come to Australia after WW2 was over, according to a
short report in The Australian “IT” 16/1/2001:28.

US supercarrier moving and shaking in Oz

January saw US nuclear supercarrier Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) in Australian waters following a 90 day stint in Persian
Gulf enforcing the continuing ten year long sanctions blockade against Iraq.  Whilst in the Gulf the crew managed some 5,000
aircraft launches and utilised 8 million US gallons
of jet fuel.  They had some Christmas R&R at Jebel
Ali in the United Arab Emirate before departing for
the pleasure palaces of Fremantle.  Visiting US
warships always attract public curiosity and while
the carrier, being nuclear-powered remained anchored
off shore, its supporting fleet entered Fremantle
Harbour and were opened for public inspection.
Running in the background as usual was a discreet
campaign for hearts and minds of the politically
influential.  This included Senator Julie Bishop
being flown onto the carrier and experiencing the
negative-G thrill of the arrester cable.  (The first two
landing attempts being aborted, with the third time
lucky.)  In the harbour a cocktail party for VIPs and
beautiful rich girls took place on board one of the
destroyers.

In Perth a US Petty Officer spoiled the careful
public relations efforts with a knife attack on a civilian.  Captured by bystanders, the sailor’s defence in a civil court was
conducted by an RANR lawyer.  The magistrate accepted the attack was unprovoked and fined the sailor A$4000, whereafter the
US Navy whisked him back to another fate aboard Abraham Lincoln.  His 18 year old victim, who will require expensive
cosmetic surgery to his face, expressed his disgust to the media that no one from the USN had bothered to apologise for the
assault (ST 21/1/2001:24).

The fleet then departed for Tasmania where a local campaign had been organised to relax the rules on how close visiting
nuclear warships could come to Hobart.  While ashore there two US sailors were nabbed for a particularly nasty incident
involving indecent assault on a young female, and they also were whisked back to the carrier.

HMAS Sydney wreck located by RAAF?

In a January newspaper review of Wes Olson’s book Bitter Victory, the Death of HMAS Sydney, well known Sydney
researcher and journalist David Kennedy wrote, “With a parliamentary enquiry recommending a low scale search, the RAAF, using
material detection equipment. is said to have quietly located what appears to be a ship broken in two, and two gun turrets, in
relatively shallow water north-west of Geraldton.” (27/1/2001. The Weekend Australian. “Review” supplement.  p.15.)  Dr
Mike McCarthy, Curator for HMAS Sydney at the Fremantle Maritime museum told the AAMH Newsletter editor that he first
heard this rumour about six months previously but was unaware of any truth in it.  Unusually, the Minister for Defence did not
reply to a written inquiry from the AAMH Newsletter editor about the claim.

Controversial HSK Kormoran veteran dies

According to an obituary by David Kennedy in The Australian, (2/2/2001:14) Hans Gerard Linke, a radio operator on HSK
Kormoran during the 1941 battle with HMAS Sydney died at Gnarrenburg in Germany on January 5, 2001 aged 82.

Kennedy suggests that information originally provided by Linke to Australian interrogators in 1941 could have led to a trial
for Captain Detmers, but this action was not pursued for fear of reprisals against Allied prisoners of war in Germany.  Linke
became controversial for post war statements about the circumstances of the battle.  In 1998 he challenged the accepted battle
scenario by saying that a torpedo had been fired from an angled underwater launching tube on the disguised Kormoran and the
resultant strike with Sydney had then brought Kormoran’s guns into play.  The implication being that Detmers by secretly
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launching the torpedo had engaged Sydney well before running up his German battle ensign, therefore ignoring
the niceties of naval protocol and committing a serious war crime.  Linke claimed this same information had
been provided to interrogators in 1941 but had been ignored.  Kennedy wrote that Linke’s daughter confided that
her father had been labelled “a traitor” by some of his former shipmates for disclosure of information.  Twenty
three year old Hans Linke came ashore by boat with others at Red Bluff north of Carnarvon, and after a few days
admiring the starkness of the northwest coast was taken prisoner.

Two secret messages of 25 November 1941 which heralded the arrival of Linke, plus several of what were
to become the officially accepted fundamental aspects of the battle read thus:

SECRET

FROM REPORTING OFFICER CARNARVON SUMMARY REPORT INTERROGATION W/T OPERATOR ON RAIDER.  NAME
OF RAIDER “KORMORAN”. GUNS 8 INCH AND ANTI AIRCRAFT NEW SHIP CREW 3000 CAPTAIN DETMER IN
INDIAN OCEAN 6 MONTHS SANK STOM?ACOS EMBIRICOS?  SEPTEMBER. MET CRUISER “PERTH” CLASS
ESCORTING 5 TO 7 SHIPS POSITION 026° SOUTH 111° EAST 1730H/19. CRUISER CLOSED THINKING
“KORMORAN” IN CONVOY LATTER OPENED FIRE RANGE 1/2 ? MILE CRUISER USED FLAG NOT W/T.
GUNFIRE ENDED 1900 H/19 “KORMORAN” BURNING AMIDSHIPS AND BLOWN UP BY CREW.  CRUISER
VANISHED RAPIDLY BELIEVED SUN (sic) WAS BURNING AMIDSHIPS AND AFT. (DNO. WA  to NB 363.
Decyphered message 25/11/1941, 1935Z).

SECRET
FROM CARNARVON:  MEMBER OF THE “PEOPLE” WHO LANDED IN BOAT BROUGHT INTO HARBOUR AND
INTERROGATED.  INTERVIEWED ONE MEMBER OF THE CREW W.T. OPERATOR NAMED LINCKE.  THE SHIP
“KORMORAN” 6000 TONS ARMAMENT 8 INCH GUNS AND AA GUNS NUMBER UNSPECIFIED.  ARMED
MERCHANTMAN NEWLY BUILT NUMBER OF CREW ABOUT 300.  CAPTAIN OF SHIP DETLERS (sic).  BEEN IN
INDIAN OCEAN ABOUT SIX MONTHS.  FIRST SHIP THEY SANK WAS “STOMACOS (sic) EMBIRICOS” ABOUT
TWO MONTHS AGO.  A “PERTH” CLASS CRUISER 7000 TONS.  WEDNESDAY 19th NOVEMBER ABOUT 1730
HOURS POSITION 260S 110° E ENEMY VESSEL SIGHTED A CONVOY OF FIVE TO SEVEN SHIPS ESCORTED BY
THIS CRUISER.  THE CRUISER E-VIDENTLY (sic) THOUGHT THAT THE ENEMY VESSEL BELONGED TO THE
CONVOY AD IT APPROACHED WITHIN HALF A MILE.  “KORMORAN” OPENED FIRE AT 1740 HOURS.
“KORMORAN” FIRST SALVO SILENCED CRUISER’S EIGHT INCH GUNS. GUNFIRE CONTINUED TILL 1900
HOURS.  CRUISER DID NOT USE W.T. BUT SIGNALLED WITH FLAGS.  RAIDER WAS BURNING FIERCELY
AMIDSHIPS AND AT MIDNIGHT WAS BLOWN UP AND THE CREW ESCAPED IN BOATS.  CRUISER VANISHED
OVER HORIZON BURNING AMIDSHIPS AND ASTERN AND IT IS BELIEVED TO HAVE SUNK.  END OF MESSAGE.
(RAAF to ACH FREMANTLE 25/11/1941, 1954Z).

There has been a general but possibly erroneous assumption that Linke was the sole source of all this information, the
substance of which had apparently been originally relayed by telephone from Quobba Station.  At the time the messages were
sent the German prisoners were still on the track south to Carnarvon.  In anticipation the local military suggested by telephone to
Perth that a selected English speaking prisoner be especially flown south for further interrogation (DNO WA to Naval Board
26/11/1941 2335H).  The documentary evidence that this eventuated is scant, but there is a supporting anecdote from former
RAAF pilot Ric Bourne that one of his colleagues may have carried out the flight. (personal communication with P. Weaver
2/2/2001.)  If it occurred, the question arises of where is the record of interview for this high priority event.

According to Linke’s obituary, in a 1998 interview he said that at no time had ever claimed Sydney had been accompanying
a convoy prior to engagement with`Kormoran.  Indeed there is no valid evidence that he did, but it did not prevent him being
branded a malicious liar in some quarters.

An interrogation did take place at Harvey POW camp south of Perth on 8 December 1941, and as with all the prisoners his
interview was not taken down verbatim.  The extant record from there consists of a single page of typed brief notes culled from
the interrogator’s hand-written original, which apparently no longer exists.  For English speaking Linke the notes are
understandably much more than for most prisoners, and contain other information about operational procedures, radio frequencies,
radio equipment and manning protocols of shipboard facilities.  Importantly there is not the slightest mention of the alleged
convoy.  The war time notes about him do confirm he was the radio operator who transmitted the bogus Straat Malakka QQ
distress signals and the claimed position 26 S. 111 E. at about 4 pm when approached by Sydney, but they do not support any of
his post-war statements about torpedoes, the battle strategy or its aftermath.  It is apparent in the notes about other prisoners that
obtaining information about all these matters had a high priority in the minds of the interrogators.  Also important to consider is
that prisoners had a duty to mislead and confuse their enemy whenever possible.  It should not be surprising that the speculative
question of whether or not Captain Detmers was a war criminal is not confirmed in any of the typed Harvey notes, which are now
located in the Australian Archives. Paul Weaver.

Biggest crackdown on service bastardisation yet

February 5 was an interesting day for two reasons, firstly it marked the formal resignation of Defence Minister John Moore,
and more importantly the standing down of the entire defence force to reinforce the determination to stamp out bastardisation and
other unacceptable practices within the ranks.  The move was unprecedented in Australian history, involving almost 50,000
personnel.  Some 30,000 reservists were scheduled for participation at the first opportunity.
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The Federal Government endorsed the program, which is designed to recover the confidence of servicemen and women in the
ADF's military justice system, as well as to demonstrate to the Australian public the resolve of the ADF leadership to provide a
safe and fair workplace for all ADF personnel.  In a national video address the Chief of Defence Force, Admiral Chris Barrie, and
the single Service Chiefs, Vice Admiral David Shackleton, Lieutenant General Peter Cosgrove and Air Marshal Errol McCormack
emphasised the requirement for members of the ADF to adhere to principles of military justice.

Following the video session commanding officers of individual ships, units and bases conducted discussion sessions on the
issue of military justice, and notified the existence of equity advisers and 1-800 helplines to provide information on methods of
reporting inappropriate behaviour when confidence in the chain of command was lacking.  While there was widespread support for
the initiative, surprisingly, an angry letter from Admiral Barrie defending it appeared in The Australian (12/2/2001).

Now underway is a military justice audit process, headed by retired Federal Court Judge, Mr James Burchett QC, who is
aiming at evaluating and improving the military justice system.  Human rights abuse and cover ups, particularly within the navy
and army have severely damaged the reputations of those services and contributed to a significant shortfall in recruitment.

Hands across the sea - RSL chief pays homage to WW2 JA soldiers

Many Australians might have been surprised by a front page story in a January edition of The
Australian with a photo of the RSL’s national president standing, head
bowed, before a shrine for Japanese personnel killed during WW2.  The visit
to Japan took place late last year after Japanese overtures.  It was not
publicised in Australia, although reportedly there was some prior consultation
with nervous state executives.  The gesture flies in the face of Australian and
allied POW groups still seeking an apology and compensation from Japan.
Similarly overlooked is the ongoing struggle from Asian and European
“comfort women” seeking recompense for their sexual enslavement.

Following the unprecedented RSL act, on 28 December 2000 came news
that the Japanese Cabinet approved a record defence budget of US$77 billion
for 2001 with a focus on high-technology weapons and development of a long-
range anti-submarine capability.  Furthermore the JA air force will be getting
mid-air refuelling tankers to extend the range of its fighter aircraft to cover
most of east Asia.  The big spendup starts in April this year.

Before the escalation, according to the Japanese Defence Agency website
the Japanese navy had 55 destroyers; 15 submarines; 32 mine warfare vessels; 9
landing ships; 29 auxiliary vessels and 3 patrol craft last August.  The March
2000 figures for land equipment were: Recoilless guns 3,250; mortar 1,800; field artillery pieces 790; rocket launchers 120; anti-
aircraft guns 110; tanks 1,070; other armoured vehicles 690.  Air capability was significant with 208 patrol craft in varying
forms in the maritime arm alone.  353 combat aircraft were listed for the air force, plus hundreds of others in specialised roles.
There is a view amongst defence analysts that Japan tends to understate the position of its military forces, described obliquely as
the Self-Defence Forces (SDF). Among the predictions from outside Japan is a possibility of enhanced Japanese interaction with
the Indian Navy.  This and the recent initiative by Japan to build up its weaponry and expand its operational range has received
scant attention in the Australian media.  Currently the RAN has one of its warships deployed on a goodwill visit to India.

Darwin bombing commemorated - but don’t mention the Japanese

The 59th anniversary of the commencement of bombing of Darwin by the Japanese was commemorated in Darwin on 19
February.  Why the 59th year was auspicious no one seemed to know.  Neither did the Prime Minister nor the Governor General
seem to know that the Japanese were behind the air raids because they never mentioned that nation in their speeches.  Indeed for
feebleness the PM’s might rate at the top in the annals of Australian political leaders’ speeches about such events.  But judge for
yourself, it can be read on his website at http://www.pm.gov.au/news/speeches/2001/speech747.htm
Actually the Japanese were active against Australia much earlier than the 19 February 1942.  On 12 January I-121 laid mines off
Darwin, followed on 27 January by I-123 which did the same. Both submarines also played an important role in observing the
comings and goings of merchant vessels and warships.

Magnanimous funding to states for maritime history

On 20 February Federal Environment and Heritage Minister Robert Hill announced the Commonwealth would provide $357,000
in funds under the Historic Shipwrecks Program for 27 projects to document and protect some of the 6500 wrecks spanning four
centuries lying in Australian waters.
Amongst the projects are wreck inspections near Groote Island, aimed at understanding the impact of Macassan and European
contact on Arnhem Land Aborigines; Inspections of the former pilot-schooner Rip and the SS Karakatta in Western Australia,
and an investigation of the whaling vessel Victoria that sank off Tasmania 1870.  Also in Tasmania is a $25 K project
researching the ships, lifestyles and living conditions in the island’s whaling industry.  In Queensland’s Torres Strait a $22.5 K
oral history project will collect reminiscences of pearlers.
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The loot was spread between researchers in the various states thus:  NSW $46,664;  Qld $45,484;  NT $29,621;  WA $48,863;
South Australia 45,370;  Vic $45,459; Tas $43,231.  In addition Norfolk Island got $29,558 and the Australian Institute for
Maritime Archaeology $23,078.

Flea market find - one the archive sweepers missed

By coincidence a few weeks ago your editor picked up an interesting bit of ephemera in mint condition at the local flea
market for $2.  Australia’s Guilty Men and their conspiracy against the Labor Government by Len Fox is a 32 page booklet
published in April 1943 by the NSW State Labor Party.  Modern exchanges
between parliamentarians seem almost wimpish compared with what was said in
1943.  The focus was on Liberal founder Robert Menzies, who is depicted on the
cover.  The booklet quotes damaging press reports alluding to Menzies’ favourable
prewar attitudes to Japan, Germany and Italy and reiterated a claim made in
Parliament in 1940, “At heart he is a Nazi...”

Aside from a questionable willingness to extend hands across the sea,
Menzies earned significant notoriety in Australia as Attorney General in 1938 for
his involvement in breaking the waterfront unions’ embargo at Port Kembla on the
export of scrap and pig iron to Japan.  The waterfront unions, and a wide sector of
the Australian public foresaw the iron as a valuable contribution to Japan’s war
effort against China, and the general arms buildup by Japan which would probably
be directed against Australia.  In later years Menzies acquired the nickname “Pig
iron Bob”, but in Fox’s booklet he is sarcastically called “Good old Bob” and
“Ming the merciless.”  In the booklet there is also a tacit accusation that he acted
as a coward in 1914 when he resigned a military commission to sit out the war
doing a university law degree.  Curiously this chapter of his life is vague or absent
in many biographical entries about him, however he is well remembered as the
founder of the Liberal Party and for sending young Australians into WW2, Korea
and Vietnam.

Other targets by the author were Percy Spender former Minister for the Army
whom at the outbreak of war anointed himself with the rank of Lt. Colonel, and
Major Archibald Cameron for his hostility towards wartime ally Russia and
censorship of the Labor movement’s radio station 2KY.  Several large retailing
emporiums which are still familiar names today were also accused of war
profiteering and having an anti-Labor philosophy.

With all this in mind, see how the ABC TV treats RGM in a five part historical series celebrating federation, starting 14
March.  A corresponding ABC radio series starts the same week.  Do any members know if Len Fox is still alive?

Navy credibility challenged over HMAS Westralia inquiry

For over a year there have been behind-the-scenes rumblings about the manner in which the navy’s inquiry was conducted
into the 5 May 1998 fire on HMAS Westralia.  These broke surface on the ABC’s 7.30 Report on 13 February 2001.  A
transcript can be downloaded from the ABC website at http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/s246061.htm

The allegations are that the navy was selective in the material which was placed before the inquiry, in particular that it
withheld a lengthy 1991 report on HMAS Westralia by a serving member which was highly critical of the ship’s safety and
maintenance.  Furthermore a crew member who had been an eye witness in the engine room said, “I think things weren’t quite on
the level with what the navy’s done.”  He was not called as a witness by the inquiry panel, and said that investigators had
interviewed him in hospital when he was under sedation and confused.

The WA Coroner has agreed to conduct an inquest, but relatives of the deceased through their legal representation say that
this will be inadequate, and that only a full judicial inquiry will suffice.

The AAMH Newsletter 71 June 1998 p.8-10 contained a description of some of the circumstances of the accident.

Adelaide - a treasure hunters’ base

An Adelaide company, Ocean Salvage Corporation Ltd (OSC) is gaining a reputation for recovering valuable cargoes from
south east Asian shipwrecks.  At least five wrecks are currently under attention, Lambton, Lindenhof; Sun; Flor de la Mar and
Tek Sing.  OSC’s website at http://www.oceansalvage.com.au/ocean says “Our research indicates that the Sun carried pieces of
eight and gold; the Flor de la Mar, gold, jewels and gilded furniture from Malacca; the Lambton, gold and jewels from the King
of Siam; and the Lindenhof, porcelain. The Tek Sing was carrying porcelain and this has been recovered, is being restored and
prepared for sale.”  The website lists several Australian directors and claims its security head is a former ASIO officer.
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Quarterly Newsletter - The Australian Association for Maritime History is a forum for news,
comment and opinion on any matters involving Australian maritime history.  Contributions are always welcome.

They may occasionally be edited for clarity.  Views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the Australian
Association for Maritime History.  The editor is Dr. Paul R. Weaver, 23 Waddell Road, Palmyra, Western Australia
6157. Email pweaver@starwon.com.au In 2001 the publication will go to the printers towards the end of February,

May, August and November.  Material for inclusion should be sent direct to the editor well prior to these times.
Enclose a stamped addressed envelope if return of material is required.
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Fremantle - Australia’s western maritime gateway and venue for an AAMH-organised conference in
December 2001


