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Special: “We live in interesting times” issue

The President and Executive Committee of the AAMH convey greetings to all members and
friends for the coming festive season.

AAMH President’s Report 2000

AAMH has had a very successful year in 2000. Since our last AGM the Association has managed to publish four
numbers of The Great Circle (2 edited by Mark Staniforth and one each edited by Graydon Henning and our new editor
Ken McPherson (with the new look cover). This means that for the first time in at least 3 years the publication of our
flagship journal is up-to-date. We have also changed the publication schedule of The Great Circle to June and December
each year.  Ken is undergoing a change of address so for the time being please send any contributions for The Great
Circle via my address.  (See below.)

In addition the AAMH newsletter has been appearing regularly and on-time – congratulations to Paul Weaver on a
job well done.  He has indicated his willingness to continue through 2001.

Membership of the Association which had started to decline at least partly as a result of our inability to get The
Great Circle out on time has also started to pick up over the past twelve months.  I would like to thank Treasurer and
Membership-Secretary Nathan Richards for spending a lot of time into getting the membership list onto a fully
operational computer database, thus ensuring that members’ addresses are correct for posting out the newsletter and The
Great Circle. 

We expect to increase membership still further by making a special offer of two free back copies of The Great
Circle to new members who sign up from the joint EHSANZ/AAMH conference at Wollongong in early December the
Vaughan Evans Memorial Lecture here in Adelaide (29 November).  Nathan has also sold a number of batches of back
copies of The Great Circle to existing members at considerably reduced prices.  Anyone else who is interested in back
copies should contact him at the address below.  The Vaughan Evans Memorial Lecture by Professor Lewis R. Fischer
was titled "From the Atlantic to the Pacific: A Modest Plea for a New Oceanic History." was presented at St Marks
College, North Adelaide. Lewis R. Fischer is Professor of Maritime History at Memorial University of Newfoundland.
He is editor-in-chief of The International Journal of Maritime History, editor of The Northern Mariner/Le Marin du
nord, and series editor of Research in Maritime History. A specialist on nineteenth century merchant shipping, he is the
author of more than 200 books, articles and chapters on maritime topics.  A fuller report on the lecture will appear in a
future edition of one of our publications.

The Annual General Meeting of the Australian Association for Maritime History was held on Friday 24 November
at the Heritage SA offices on the 8th Floor of Chesser House (91-97 Grenfell Street, Adelaide).  Mark Staniforth.

South Australian Executive for 2001

President, Dr Mark Staniforth
Vice President:  Mr Gerald Donaghy
Membership Secretary: Mr Nathan Richards
Treasurer: Mr Terry Arnott
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A new ocean discovered with ice - stirred, not shaken

Data collected earlier this year by the Galileo spacecraft has now generated what some scientists are calling virtually
undeniable evidence that Jupiter's moon Europa has a significant water ocean churning beneath its icy surface.  The data,
which was collected by Galileo's magnetic-field-detecting instruments when the spacecraft flew close to the icy moon,
showed that there is an electrically charged layer of some substance stirring possibly as close as 4.7 miles (7.5
kilometres) below the moon's ice crust. Planetary scientists say the most likely explanation for the data is a liquid-water
ocean similar to oceans found on Earth - a possibility that has extraterrestrial life-seekers reeling with excitement.
http://www.space.com/scienceastronomy/solarsystem/europa_ocean_000824.html

Allied Navies turn to Bill Gates

Federal Computer Week (7/8/2000) says the US Navy’s next-generation CVN-77 aircraft carrier due to come into
service in 2008 will rely on a version of Microsoft’s Windows operating system and other commercial technologies for
its command and control.  The CVN-77 is a transition platform for a futuristic CVX-1 carrier, which will begin
construction in 2006.  Another generation of carrier beyond that is in the planning stage.  As well as getting the nod for
these two designs, Microsoft will also retrofit seven older carriers with its new system, which has been dubbed by
officialdom as “Son of Windows.”  Alluding to all-too-familiar PC system-crashes in the past, jaded PC users have
suggested a cynical alternative, “The Blue Sea of Death.”  When Microsoft head Bill Gates was in Sydney for the
Olympics his company stitched up a deal with the ADF to provide similar computer software which would correlate to
that used by allies.  Then in late October came the news that Microsoft’s in-house computer system had been penetrated
by Russian hackers over several weeks and that material relating to unspecified R&D projects had been examined. 

Argentine conference links to Australia

The First Jornadas Internacionales de História Naval y Marítima was held in Buenos Aires,  Argentina, 8 to 10
November 2000, on the theme, El hombre y el mar desde la época de los descubrimientos.

The hosts were the Armada Argentina (Secretaría General Naval - Departamento de Estudios Históricos Navales) and
the Universidad del Salvador (Cátedra de Historia Naval) and the secretary of the organizing committee was Capitán de
Corbeta Guillermo A. Oyarzábal, Subjefe del Departamento de Estudios Históricos Navales.

Forty-five papers were presented by participants from Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Chile, Peru, Spain, and
Uruguay, covering subjects as diverse as pre-columbian voyages to America, the trade in coal between Australia and
Chile from 1885 to 1914, the origins of Montevideo's naval yards, the Spanish-Portuguese struggle over Colonia,
commercial routes in the days of sail, the work of the Brazilian Navy's Diretoria do Patrimônio Histórico Cultural da
Marinha, and an Australian perspective on the English invasions of the Rio de la Plata in 1806 and 1807. The
proceedings are to be published and will be available from Capt . Oyarzábal, Avenida Almirante Brown 401, CP 1155,
Buenos Aires, Argentina (gao@cvtci.com.ar).

The Second Jornadas are planned to be held in 2001 in Lima, and participation from Australia would be welcomed.
Inquiries should be directed to either Capt. Oyarzábal, or to Contra-Almirante Melitón Carvajal Pereja, Secretario del
Instituto de Estudios Historico-Marítimos del Perú, Avenida Salaverry 2487, San Isidro, Lima 27, Peru (fax 51 1 422
7838). Robert J. King.

Tassie restoration project gets kick-start

The SV May Queen was built in Franklin Tasmania in 1867 to transport timber, supplies, apples, coal and quarried
stone for some 106 years.  It is one of only four ships in the world from this era still afloat and is believed to be
Australia’s oldest sailing vessel.  Preservation work began earlier this year, with a total cost estimated in the region of
$300,000.  Annual maintenance is expected to run approximately to $25,000.

Restoration involves replacement of some internal ribs and planking and all of the “celery-top pine” decking.  Beam
ends and deck supports will be reinforced or replaced, depending on their condition.  However, replacement of timber and
other materials will be minimised to ensure the May Queen retains its essential characteristics.  It is proposed that the
vessel will eventually reside in the north-west corner of Constitution Dock, close to the Maritime Museum.

The Hobart Ports Corporation has donated $20,000 and agreed to meet ongoing costs associated with towage,
mooring and slipping; and to co-operate where possible with the ship’s ongoing maintenance and preservation.  The
Federal Government has provided $20,000 through its Federation Community Projects Program to the Friends of the
May Queen for early stabilisation and deck waterproofing.  The Trustees have appealed to Tasmanians to raise a further
$260,000 towards the project.  The Maritime Museum of Tasmania has leased the May Queen to incorporate it amongst
its exhibitions.  Donations to the Appeal can be made at any branch of Colonial Trust Bank, delivered personally to The
Maritime Museum of Tasmania Inc at 16 Argyle St; or posted to GPO Box 1118, Hobart 7001. Cheques should be made
payable to, Colonial Trust Bank Account No 407 377 5180 9581.  All donations are tax deductible.
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Navy head wings away to woo Chinese - but don’t mention the Boxers

According to a leaked document obtained by WA’s Sunday Times (ST27/8/2000:26) Chief of the Defence Force
Admiral Barrie and his wife Maxine, accompanied by seven helpers spent April 19 sightseeing in Hong Kong while
1,500 Australian troops were participating in the “Welcome home” parade in Sydney.  The newspaper report embarrassed
the Barrie entourage by claiming they could have caught the April 19 Sydney parade and still met official commitments
in Beijing by taking a later flight.  The ten day trip allegedly included visits to ten popular Chinese tourist attractions in
addition to official visits to a research facility and a Defence university.  The report said that $38,505 was spent on air
fares, $12,353 on accommodation and $6838 on meals, which at first glance sounds like a lot of fried rice.  However,
this averages out per person at $4,278, $1372 and $759 which probably was a lot cheaper than going to Sydney for the
Olympics.  The official response was that the trip had strengthened ties between the defence arms of both countries.

In Perth on 10 November General Xiong Guangkai. Deputy Chief of the General Staff, Peoples’ Liberation Army,
Peoples’ Republic of China called for a chat with Western Australia’s latest military governor, Lieutenant General John
Sanderson.  The previous day the Australian government had announced the impending release of its White Paper about
future defence initiatives.  On the 15th Admiral Blair, Commander in Chief - US Pacific Command delivered a speech to
the Asia Society in Melbourne about the expectations for a continuing relationship between the US and Australia.  Using
history to emphasise his message, he likened the rhetoric emerging from China, India and Russia to that of the world of
Bismark and the nineteenth century. (Edited speech in Australian 16/11/2000:13).  The same day the Foreign Affairs
Minister Mr Downer announced in Pyongyang a multi-million dollar Australian aid package to North Korea.

By a curious coincidence the various high ranking exchanges coincided with the
100th anniversary of a joint-colonial naval expedition sent from Australia to
participate in the suppression of the Boxer rebellion in China.  In 1900 it was a
pretty significant event in Australian naval history because it involved some 500
armed-to-the-teeth sailors and others from South Australia, New South Wales and
Victoria.  One of the best accounts of this now little remembered adventure is to be
found in Bluejackets & Boxers by AAMH member Bob Nicholls.  A richly
illustrated book, it was published by Allen and Unwin in 1986.

The term “Boxer” was coined by Shanghai’s North China Daily News for a
Chinese secret society which aimed to expel all foreigners from China by whatever
means.  Boxer apparently related to an indoctrinated recourse to martial arts in the face
of modern weaponry.  Kung fu maybe?  Christian missionaries and their converts
were particularly despised by Boxers, and old timers will recall this became the
subject of the cinematic epic 55 Days in Peking.  A ripping yarn with catchy music
and David Niven, but no doubt regarded with caution these days in the Peoples’
Republic for its pro-western colonial bias.  Neither is the British involvement in the
opium drug trade in those days remembered with fondness now. 

By mid-June 1900 the Chinese Army had thrown its lot in with the Boxers and
so the makings of a dinky-di war was brewing.  In urgent retaliation to the uprising
the Chinese were to be treated to a colonial slap involving men and ships from
Britain, USA, France, Germany, Austria, Italy, Russia and Japan.  The Australians
were of course representing British interests, but on the eve of Federation the views in
the street about actual participation, and especially who should pay the cost for the
adventure were mixed.

South Australia’s flagship HMCS Protector was selected because it had
guns and its draught was suitable for navigating the relatively shallow Chinese
rivers.  Another ship SS Salamis was requisitioned in Melbourne and turned into
HM Transport 105.  Aside from usual noisy forms of navy armaments, some of which had been pinched from the Boers
in a recent colonial skirmish, 14 swords were sharpened at a cost of 2/6 each.  Thirsting for action, an optimistic
Commander Tickell said at one public send-off in Melbourne that he hoped the Australians would be placed in the
thickest part of the fight.  For whatever reason a steward back on Salamis committed suicide.

Both ships of the Australian contingent departed for China in early August 1900, Protector being under command of
Captain Creswell (RN), by Admiralty direction having taken over from South Australia’s Captain Clare, who was not
RN.

The Australians had an energy sapping time in Peking, and in September distinguished themselves by looting
Chinese farms for food.  The French also accused the Australians of extorting a Chinese laundrywoman.  In early October
25 percent of the contingent were suffering from a variety of illnesses and NSW infantryman T.J. Rogers died from
influenza. Protector did not see direct action and after five months returned to Adelaide.  However 150 Victorian
volunteers remained in Tientsin to endure all the hardships that are the lot of infantrymen.  Most men eventually returned
in 1901 on other ships.

Bob Nicholl’s book reveals the expedition recorded seven deaths, and several cases of serious illness and injuries,
including one man who received sabre wounds in a brawling disturbance with the Germans.  Alcohol was a significant
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factor in most of the disciplinary charges imposed on Australians during the expedition.  Seventeen men took a discharge
in China to work on railways.  Today the colonial philosophy behind the suppression of the Boxers still remains a fairly
touchy subject in China, but in Australia it, and especially the involvement of Australian sailors is barely remembered.
Paul Weaver.

1805 Club for Nelson fans

For 200 years Vice Admiral Lord Nelson's celebrated naval exploits and leadership have inspired countless people.
His spirit lives on.each year on Trafalgar Night when his "Immortal Memory" is venerated at dinners around the world.
His flagship, HMS Victory, is lovingly preserved at Portsmouth, and high above Trafalgar Square his most famous
memorial reminds Londoners of his prowess.  But many other monuments are neglected and crumbling.  The 1805 Club,
founded in 1990, has set itself a unique task to preserve, restore and maintain these aspects of Britain's naval heritage,
which also lie outside Britain.  Members undertake at least one major restoration project each year, and publish original
research and reprints of rare documents and keepsakes.  The organisation also has a half yearly newsletter and a yearbook,
The Trafalgar Chronicle.  Individual membership is Stg£25 or US$50.  Further details can be obtained by writing to 81
Pepys Rd. West Wimbledon, London. SW20 8NW or email to Andrew Wozencroft at agwozencroft@aol.com

WA submariners honour Kursk dead

A noon memorial service for Russians who died on the strategic submarine Kursk on 12 August in the Barents Sea
was held at the Fremantle War Memorial on Monday 28 August.  The service was led by an RAN padre and local
members of the Russian Orthodox Church,
and attended by members of the Submariners
Association of Australia, which on this
occasion comprised mostly WW2 veterans.
About 90 persons were present.  The senior
submarine officer from nearby HMAS Stirling
base Captain Rick Shulders represented the
Royal Australian Navy.  Two hymns were
sung, the Naval Hymn and Abide with me.
These were accompanied by recitation of
Binyon’s verse which most Australians would
know from Anzac Day dawn services, “They
shall not grow old...”

The Fremantle War memorial is on a
conspicuous hill overlooking the port city and
has a special place for submariners because of
the importance of Fremantle as a submarine base
during WW2.  A tall periscope shaft marks the
site.  A second submariners’ memorial is further
up the hill and has a torpedo mounted atop.  On the periphery of the main War Memorial at the peak of the hill are other
special memorials dedicated to merchant seamen, members of the RAN, the Royal Marines; and a new one to sailors of
the Dutch Navy who lost their lives in WW2.

Kursk had dark secrets

The memorial service to Russian seamen lost on the submarine Kursk was undoubtedly attended by those who felt a
bond of kinship as a result of their own experiences.  However the fact should not be lost that the Kursk and its crew
existed in dedicated opposition to NATO and other Western allies.  The purpose of its nuclear arsenal was to destroy
Allied shipping and cities, and there can be no doubt the crew would have done these tasks without hesitation if the order
came.  Nuclear warheads were a standard strategic option for this class of vessel.

Television footage released after the loss of the submarine showed what may have been its final successful test firing
- an underwater launched cruise-missile.  Apparently also scheduled for testing by the sub was a new “Squall” torpedo
which reportedly can home in on a target in excess of 200 knots (370 kph).  There was speculation that the exotic fuel of
this device ignited prematurely and caused the subsequent loss of the submarine.  Interestingly Norwegian divers who
dived on Kursk in a belated rescue effort reported they were absolutely forbidden to go near its forward sections.  Vague
allegations attributed to Russian officials claimed that a NATO vessel had collided with Kursk underwater.  NATO
apparently was shadowing the Russian exercise but the allegation of such a collision was hotly denied.  Reportedly, the
trauma which befell Kursk was heralded by two distinct explosions, the second greater than the first.

In early September, unsubstantiated press reports claimed that the Russians had been testing a ship-launched anti-
submarine weapon with a “friend or foe” detection capability and this had been responsible for the sinking.  On 16
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September a small report from Moscow appeared in The Australian (p.35) citing a Russian legislator and former
submarine officer who apparently claimed the Russian cruiser Peter the Great launched five (exercise?) missiles on
Kursk during a mock attack by the submarine and only four had been recovered.  The projected scenario was that the fifth
missile had struck Kursk which then attempted to surface, but collided with a Russian ship, probably Peter the Great.
In late October a team of specialist British, Norwegian and Russian divers commenced an operation to recover bodies
from Kurst .  Coincidentally on October 20 a report appeared The Australian (p.9) saying that a retired US naval
intelligence officer Edmund Pope (53) had been indicted by the Russians over alleged espionage matters, amongst which
he was suspected of obtaining information about a high speed torpedo.  Mr Pope who was arrested in Russia in April
apparently suffers from a rare form of bone cancer.  The last Russian espionage trial of a US citizen involved U2 spy
pilot Gary powers in 1960.

In early November the joint-nationality recovery operation in the Barents Sea was concluded, with the remains of
less than twenty sailors retrieved. Reportedly conditions in the Kursk were too dangerous for the divers to continue.
Through the intensifying northern winter the Russians will make plans to lift the submarine, which apparently retains
sufficient structural integrity. PW.

The loss of HM Submarine Thetis

The Kursk disaster brings to mind another submarine tragedy where prevarication, false economy and a combination
of ill-preparedness plus bad luck caused the loss of 99 lives. On 1 June 1939 HM Submarine Thetis was carrying out
trials in Liverpool Bay.  On board were 53 crew and 46 dockyard and Admiralty technical experts. The submarine dived at
1.40pm and was scheduled to resurface three hours later. When it failed to appear, the builders, Cammell Lairds of
Birkenhead, immediately advised the Admiralty.  However, a search was not organised because of a view at the Admiralty
'there was a desire not to cause unnecessary alarm' and 'a reluctance to set a number of ships and men in motion... if it
proved to be a false alarm.'  Subsequently, Thetis was not located until nearly 17 hours hours after the planned resurface
time.

When finally sighted on 2 June, the submarine was lying at a sharp angle with the stern projecting 18 ft above the
sea surface.  It was discovered that only four men had managed to escape by using the "Davis escape apparatus'.

A possible explanation for failure of the others was that the angle of repose of the submarine was exacerbated by
tidal rise. This factor, combined with the
increasing fatigue of the men trying to
scramble up to the escape hatch in the
stem section, therefore making further
escape impossible. It was also probable
that Thetis was flooded to such an extent
that escape via an airlock in the escape
hatch, which had to drain back into the
submarine before it could be reused, thus
precluding further use of this escape
procedure.

No attempt was made by rescuers to
secure the stem and cut a hole to let air in
and help more men to escape. Those in
charge of salvage operations feared they
could not hold the stem clear and believed
there was danger of more water pouring
into the submarine.  Furthermore, they
expected that other men would escape by
using the Davis escape apparatus.  By the
time it became apparent that no more men were escaping, the stem had submerged below the surface.

Divers arrived at nightfall and attempted to approach Thetis now lying fully on the seabed. Strong tidal currents
prevented them getting too close ‘though one diver reported hearing faint tapping from inside the hull. The salvage vessel
Ranger arrived at first light on 3 June carrying cutting gear and flexible air-hose for attaching an air supply for any
survivors.  All efforts to connect air and raise the submarine carried out through through the day were without success.
Ranger reported that it had been able to place a lifting bar under Thetis but attempts to raise the submarine had failed.

Late that afternoon the Admiralty announced, “... there was no longer justification for hope that any further lives
could be saved... Salvage work proceeds.”

After a number of unsuccessful attempts to lift Thetis, a specially strengthened salvage vessel Zelo moved the
submarine 8.5 miles shorewards on 28 August.  A further number of short lifts had to be made before Thetis was finally
beached on 8 October and the 99 bodies recovered.

The Commission of Inquiry found that the accident was caused by “The complete blocking of the test cock of No 5
torpedo tube with bitumastic enamel.”  This had prevented the crew from checking if the tube was full of water or empty.
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The other four tubes were empty because their bow caps did not open. This caused the submarine to be unbalanced and
light in the bow when the dive was attempted. When the four tubes were checked by operating the test cock on each, no
water came out. The fifth tube did not give a result because the test cock was inoperative. The torpedo tube loading door
was opened to make a visual check but that tube's bow cap had opened and the sea rushed in at a rate of 65 tons per hour.

The Commission of Inquiry found that the suddenness of the inflow prevented the nearest watertight door to be
closed.  Also that the rate of incoming seawater was too great for the submarine’s pumps to overcome. Consequently, the
crew had no hope of recovering control without outside assistance.  It arrived too late.  The Commissioner, Mr Justice
Bicknill in his summing-up gave the cause of the loss of Thetis to be “due to a concurrence of persistent mischances.”

A great deal of the angst surrounding this naval disaster was lost in the 'Gathering Storm' during the weeks before
the start of the Second World War. Hitler, Danzig (now Gdansk), the Polish Corridor, the desperate efforts of
Chamberlain to appease, all dominated the headlines. The Commissioner's report was not made public until 4 April
1943. This was ironical because Thetis had been refurbished and recommissioned as HM Submarine Thunderbolt. It had
been sunk by enemy action the previous month on 14 March.

The 1939 failure to quickly mount a rescue operation of Thetis and the excuses given were the result of the
stultifying hand of Treasury on the Navy's Budget. No action, even to save men's lives, was taken without weighing up
cost against the possibility of a false alarm.  By the time, professional action had overcome financial caution, it was too
late. The salvage ship and its equipment was inadequate because of previous budgetary constraints. There was no salvage
ship immediately available capable of lifting Thetis. Navy divers had to be flown in from Scapa Flow  but they also
arrived too late to be effective.

The dependents of the crew and the civilian workers had to depend on charity for support. A London Lord Mayor's
Mansion House fund was opened in June 1939 to assist them. The dependents of the dockyard workers won an action
against Cammell Lairds in 1943, but lost that on appeal in 1944.  A further appeal to the House of Lords was lost in
1946.  It was thought that the appeals failed because by then too many people had lost their lives through enemy action
for compensation to be awarded to a relatively small number involved in a naval 'accident'.

HMS Thetis/Thunderbolt was a T class submarine, length 275ft (83.8m); beam 26.5ft (8.lm); depth 12ft (3.7m);
displacement 1,330/1,558 tons. Dr Tony Fletcher, Greenfields WA.

Further reading:  Keesing's Contemporary Archives, 1939 pp.3601-2D; 1939 p.3800 A; 1940 p.4011 A. British
Cabinet proceedings 1939 Cab 23/99 p.313.  Warren, C.E.T. (1958).  The Admiralty Regrets: HMS Thetis and
Thunderbolt. London: Harrap.

RAN at Solomon Islands

HMAS Newcastle deployed from Sydney mid September to provide a stabilising presence and help further promote
the peace process in the Solomon Islands.  Peace negotiations were being conducted between the Solomon Islands'
government, the Malatian Eagle Force and the Isatabu Freedom Movement.  Previous Australian involvement in the
Solomon Islands peace process included the deployment of HMAS Manoora and HMAS Tobruk off Honiara in June and
July.  All the ships have provided secure neutral venues for peace talks.

Help requested

Edward Waugh of 3/124 Wilson Pde, Heathcote, NSW. 2233 Ph 02 95202724 seeking any information on Golden
Era under Capt HA Brown.  The ship made a voyage from from Liverpool to Sydney in 1855.

James Matthews interest revitalised

Fremantle Maritime Museum archaeologists received a welcome financial boost in the form of a $10,000
contribution from a US born land speculator James Matthews towards partial excavation of a brig James Matthews
buried in sand about 200 metres offshore at Woodman Point, a few kilometres south of Fremantle.  Mr Matthews has no
direct connection to the ship other that having the same name.  The ship is celebrated by some pioneering families in
WA for its role in bringing their ancestors to the the young Swan River Colony.  It was lost while at anchor during a
July storm in the winter of 1841. James Matthews had a sinister former role as a slaver Don Francisco. In 1837 with
433 African slaves it was arrested by the Royal Navy, and condemned.  Re-registration saw it in a new role conveying
British boat-people to Western Australia.

Government authorises medals for 1950s RAN sailors

Medal allocation in recognition of military service for Australia has often been protracted and controversial.  Past
issues of the AAMH Newsletter have carried reports of the difficulties and frustrations experienced by former RAN
personnel who served in the “Malaya Emergency of the 1950s.”  The following changes were announced by the Minister
for Defence late August and for those who have survived the wait, there are some 42,000 entitlements.
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The area of operations for RAN service in support of operations in Malaya 1955-60 will be set at 12 nautical miles.
This is consistent with the criteria established for the award of the NGSM with Clasp 'Malaya' in accordance with the
qualification requirement of 28 days patrolling off the Malayan coast in close support of operations against “bandits.”
This also in accordance with the modern criteria approved by Cabinet for the definition of such an area of operations, and
for example has been applied to East Timor.

A Clasp 'SE Asia' will be instituted for land service 1955-71 rather than an extension of the Clasp 'FESR' as it
involved service under other security treaties other than just FESR, for example, SEATO land forces.  The Clasp 'SE
Asia' will not lead to 'double dipping' with the Clasp 'FESR' as both Clasps will recognise the one period of service in
South East Asia, including that with the FESR.

The service of HMA Ships Parramatta, Sydney, Vampire and Yarra in Borneo during the Indonesian Confrontation
in 1964 will now be eligible for all campaign medals, subject to meeting the relevant qualifying criteria.  They will also
be eligible to receive the Returned from Active Service Badge and entitlements under the VEA Act 1986.  The qualifying
criteria for all operations involving the AASM 1945-75 and the current AASM will be standardised in line with modern
criteria given to war service medals.  This is basically 'one day or more on the posted strength of a unit allotted, or
assigned to and serving in an operational area, one operational sortie into the area, 30 non-operational sorties or 30 days
for visitors'.  A separate review of recognition of service in South East Asia after Oct 1971 including Butterworth
Malaysia, which includes both Rifle Company and RAAF service, is being conducted by Defence.  It is expected that this
will be completed by the end of this year.

Too much Captain Cook is never enough

In our last issue there was a plug for the privately run Cooktown tourist museum, which boasts a display featuring
Paul Hogan’s crocodile screen partner.  Back in the olden days, like the early 1930s, no visit to Cooktown was complete
without viewing the remains of a tree purportedly used by Captain
Cook as a mooring post for Endeavour.  The old photo on the

right fell into the hands
of the editor a couple of
months back.  The tree
was obviously dead
when the photograph
was taken and had a
brace to keep it standing.
A railway line about two
metres away can’t have
really helped its
survival.  The
Queensland National
Trust says a portion of
the tree was preserved
and is now in
Cooktown’s (official)
James Cook Museum.

Cooktown was founded in 1873 to support the booze-craving
miners at the Palmer River goldfields. (30 hotels in those days)
Every year the now much more sober port has a festival in June.
The inland region also has a rich Aboriginal heritage including
many galleries of extremely ancient “Quinkan” rock paintings.

An excellent history involving Cooktown is Shipwreck, Massacre and Mayhem (1993) by one of of members
Captain Herb Bolles.  Unfortunately now out of print, it has a wealth of information about the pioneering days.  In 1896
one of Herb’s ancestors Captain Joseph Bolles had a boatshed and shipyard not far from “Cook’s tree.”  

Public get access to Garden Island (NSW)

From 24 November the public gained permanent access to Garden Island in Sydney Harbour.  The island has been a
focus of Naval activity since the earliest days of European settlement.  Besides comparatively recent buildings there are
remains of early fortifications and sailors’ graffiti from when Garden Island originally served as a vegetable garden for the
crew of HMS Sirius.  The 1788 rock engravings are said to be the only remaining physical evidence of the First Fleet in
Australia  The public precinct area also includes a display of naval artifacts and memorabilia.  Access is by a Ferry
service from Circular Quay.  Operating hours will be 9.00am to 4.00pm.  The Howard government says it has spent six
million dollars on development of the public precinct project since 1997.  Ownership is retained by the Defence
Department.
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An email from Timor

From: Carlos Caseres
Date: 6 Sept. 2000, 6:05 a.m.
Subject: Are you still there? - Reply

My next post needs to be in a tropical island without jungle fever and mad warriors.  At this very moment, we are
barricaded in the office.  A militia leader was murdered last night - he was decapitated and  had his heart and penis cut out.
Segments of Timorese society must be some of  the most violent and gory people anywhere on Earth:  Atambua
suddenly shut down when news spread that trucks and buses full of militias were coming from Betun (my former home)

to Atambua.  The town suddenly deserted and all the shops were  boarded up in a
matter of minutes.  Traffic disappeared and the streets are strangely and ominously
quiet.  I'm glad that a couple of weeks ago we bought rolls and rolls of barbed
wire.
I was in the office when the news came out that a wave of violence would soon
pound Atambua.  We sent most of the staff home, rushing to safety. I just heard
someone on the radio saying that they are praying for us in the office.  The
militias are on the way, and I am sure they will do their best to demolish this
office.  The man killed was the head of one of the most notorious and criminal
militia groups of East Timor.  These guys act without thinking and can kill a
human as easily (and painlessly) as I kill mosquitos in my room.
You should see this office.  Plywood on the windows, staff peering out through
openings in the curtains hastily installed a few  minutes ago.  We are waiting for
this enemy, we sit here like bait, unarmed, waiting for wave to hit.  I am glad to
be leaving this island for three weeks.  I just hope I will be able to leave
tomorrow.

As I wait for the militias to do their business, I  will draft the agenda for tomorrow's meeting on Kupang.  The
purpose of the meeting: to discuss how we are to proceed with this operation. Carlos

Shortly after the above Email message was sent from West Timor, Carlos Caseres and two fellow United Nations’
High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) workers, Samson Aregahegn and Pero Simundza were murdered.

Mr Caceres (above) was a 33 year old American citizen who had been in Indonesia since March 2000.  A lawyer, he
graduated from Cornell Law School in New York in 1991 and joined UNHCR in Moscow as an Associate Protection
Officer in 1997.  A radio amateur (ham) KD4SYB, he was unmarried.  His parents live in Florida.

Mr Aregahegn, (right) was a 44 year old Ethiopian citizen and joined UNHCR in 1990 as a field assistant in Aware,
Ethiopia.  In June 1993 he was transferred to Jijiga, Ethiopia, where
he served as a logistics officer until January 2000 when he was
transferred to Indonesia as a supply officer.  He leaves a wife.
Mr Simundza, (left) joined UNHCR in Croatia in 1993 working in
Metkovic.  In November 1996 he moved to the UNHCR office in
Mostor, Bosnia-Herzegovina, from where he was sent to West Timor
as telecommunications operator.  He was also an active radio amateur
(9A4SP and 4W6SP, T98P, ZA/9A4SP) and one of the first to
receive a license for broadcasting from East Timor.  Aged 29 he was
unmarried.  His parents live in Split, Croatia.
The mutilated bodies of the three victims were flown to Darwin then

sent on to next of kin.  The murderers are yet to be brought to justice, due in no small part
to the reticence of Indonesian authorities.  According to the UNHCR more than 120
incidents of harassment and intimidation against aid workers and refugees have been
recorded since the organisation established a presence in West Timor a year ago.  A month
prior to the murders three other workers were severely beaten while distributing plastic
sheeting to refugees.  Indonesian authorities have moved slowly with most incidents in
spite of vigorous UNHCR protestations.

The Indonesian reaction flies in the face of an agreement signed in October 1999 that the humanitarian agency would
have secure and unimpeded access to refugees.  Subsequent to the murders 462 staff of UNHCR and other UN and
international aid agencies and their dependents were evacuated from West Timor to East Timor and the Indonesian island
of Bali.

Since establishing a presence in West Timor in September 1999, UNHCR has been mainly involved in the
repatriation of East Timorese refugees. Nearly 170,000 East Timorese have returned to East Timor since then.  An
estimated 125,000 refugees remained in West Timor in September 2000. Indonesian authorities claimed only about half
of this number wished to return to East Timor.  Paul Weaver (radio amateur VK6OF).
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Portable portico politely placed in Geraldton

When the Dutch ship Batavia lurched onto the reef in the Abrolhos Islands off WA one of the things which
consolidated its arrival was ballast in the form of a 35 tonne prefabricated stone portico which had been intended to
enhance a gateway in the port of Batavia.  Centuries later when the wreck site was rediscovered the 90 odd hewn
sandstone blocks became a focus of a major archaeological reconstruction and ultimately were placed as a feature of
Fremantle Maritime Museum’s “Batavia Gallery.”  They became a drawcard for the museum and it seemed as if they
would remain forever, perhaps as an eternal justification for the organisation’s existence.

Ever since the rediscovery of the wreck there has been dissent about the bulk of Batavia relics including the portico
being located at Fremantle.  Geraldton, a regional city located adjacent to the Abrolhos Islands, has long had a claim that
because of its geography, the relics should be displayed there.  Indeed long before the Fremantle Maritime Museum
existed, Batavia relics were being dug up by guano miners on the islands and being brought back to the mid-west port as
curios.

It is fair to say that some people at Fremantle were unhappy about pressure to let Batavia artifacts and especially
for the portico to be permanently displayed in Geraldton.  Unfortunately a degree of unnecessary behind-the-scenes
animosity developed over time which has been damaging to community relationships.

A 1992 WA Parliamentary committee on ancient shipwrecks determined that the Geraldton claim deserved serious
recognition.  A new regional museum was opened in the port this year, then in late August 2000 the stone portico at
Fremantle was dismantled and shipped north to what the locals call “Sun City.”

A partial hull section constructed from recovered original timbers remains at Fremantle.  Sadly, an ersatz portico
which was carved at Fremantle to replace the original may become as enduring as the Sphinx in Nevada.  The real portico
might still be seen on the web at http://www.mm.wa.gov.au/

Ongoing fear by ADF males of female competition in tough roles

The following edict was circulated from Canberra on 9 October, 2000: 
The Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence, Bruce Scott, today condemned the Shadow Minister for Defence,

Dr Stephen Martin, for spreading inaccurate and misleading claims regarding the employment of women as Navy
Clearance Divers.  Mr Scott said Dr Martin is misleading the men and women of the Royal Australian Navy and the
Australian public by suggesting that Navy has decided to open the Clearance Diver category to women.  He said:

Let me make it very clear, there is no change to the Government policy on the employment of women in direct
combat duties.  Dr Martin should be aware that Navy advised Government in March 1999 of its intention to
examine options to employ women as Clearance Divers, and I am advised that Navy has yet to complete its full
analysis of the issues involved.  Dr Martin should also know that any advice from the Service Chiefs concerning
the inclusion of women in direct combat roles would require the consideration of the Minister for Defence and the
Cabinet.  No such advice has been put to Government.  Under this Government, 88 per cent of Australian Defence
Force employment categories are open to women.  Women are not employed in direct combat duties.  Exemptions
to the Sex Discrimination Act enable Defence not to employ women in direct combat duties.  These exemptions
are the same as was the case when Labor was previously in Government.

Direct combat duties by definition involve:  Duties requiring a person to commit, or participate directly, in the
commission of an act of violence against an armed adversary, and duties exposing a person to a high probability of direct
physical contact with an armed adversary.

Mr Scott said, “Clearance Divers, along with Army's Infantry, Armour, Artillery and Engineers as well as the Royal
Australian Air Force's Air Defence Guards are covered under the definition of direct combat duties and, as such, women
remain excluded from these employment roles.”

Another HMAS Sydney Roll of Honour unveiled

A commemorative Roll of Honour to the men of HMAS Sydney II was unveiled on 18 November at Fremantle’s
Stella Maris Seafarers’ Centre by the Mayor of Fremantle, Mr Richard Utting.  An ecumenical service was conducted by
Father Henry McFall, whom AAMH members will recall has contributed to the AAMH Quarterly Newsletter in the
past.  The memorial was privately funded by long-time Sydney researcher John Doohan.  Afterwards he and WW2 RAAF
pilot Ric Bourne showed a videotape of an early 1990s graveside ceremony at Christmas Island for an unknown sailor
believed to have been one of Sydney’s crew.  The grave was subsequently discovered to have been misidentified.

First woman to command RAN vessel

A front page article appeared in the West Australian (14/11/2000:1) about the RAN’s Lieutenant Commander
Michele Miller (30) who commands a Fremantle Class patrol boat HMAS Bunbury.  The vessel has just completed a
three month deployment in SE Asia.  A Canberra woman, Miller is billed as the navy’s first female warship commander,
and the youngest person to hold such a position.  Her ambition is to command a frigate.
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Binyon verse a curious choice

The choice of the fourth verse from the 1914 poem For the Fallen by Laurence Binyon (1869-1943) to commemorate the
death of Russian sailors on the Submarine Kursk was a curious one because it was originally written for those who died
in the service of Britain during the Great War.  The same verse is still read at all Armistice and Anzac Day ceremonies,
but few in attendance at those ceremonies might be aware of the other lines: 

For the Fallen

With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children,
England mourns for her dead across the sea.
Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit,
Fallen in the cause of the free.

Solemn the drums thrill: Death august and royal
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres.
There is music in the midst of desolation
And a glory that shines upon our tears.

They went with songs to the battle, they were young.
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow.
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted:
They fell with their faces to the foe.

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

They mingle not with their laughing comrades again;
They sit no more at familiar tables of home;
They have no lot in our labour of the day-time;
They sleep beyond England's foam.

But where our desires are and our hopes profound
Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight,
To the innermost heart of their own land they are known
As the stars are known to the Night;

As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain;
As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness,
To the end, to the end they remain. 

Tonnes, Tons and Tonnage

In the murky kelp beds of maritime terminology possibly few things are as confusing as the usage of “tonnes,”
“tons” (U.S.),” “tonnage” and so on. As Humpty Dumpty remarked in Through the Looking Glass,  “When I use a word,
it means just what I choose it to mean- neither more nor less.”

Originally, in maritime usage a vessel’s tunnage was based on how many tuns or large wine casks it could load,
each tun holding 252 “Old Wine Gallons.” Over the years a number of formulae developed for measuring a vessel’s
capacity for such things as port dues and the convention arose that a “cargo ton” contained forty cubic feet although
freight rates were often quoted as so much per [cubic] foot.

Today, in expressing a vessel’s “tonnag” its internal volume is measured in “tons” of 100 cubic feet, then deductions
made for non- cargo carrying spaces such as the engine room, fuel tanks, crew quarters and so on and the result is “net
register tonnage.”  “Deadweight tonnage” is the number of 100 cubic foot tons which will bring the vessel down to its
Plimsoll marks.  “Displacement tonnage” is used to describe warships by the number of tonnes of water the hull
displaces, but that’s a special case.

For further reading on this confusing jargon see the entries in The Oxford Companion to the Sea (Oxford, 1976) on
“ton,” “tonnage,” “[metric] tonne,” etc. , John Lyman’s two-part article “Register Tonnage and its Measurement” in

The American Neptune, (1945) and David MacGregor’s discussion of tonnage in Fast
Sailing Ships (Conway Maritime Press, 1988). Nicholas Dean, Edgecomb, Maine
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Ian Nicholson - sad loss of a significant scholar

It is with sorrow that we report the death of acclaimed maritime historian and long-time AAMH member Ian
Nicholson.  Ian was known to countless Australian researchers through his many published research guides, but
particularly Log of Logs Vols I to III.  Other publications included Via Torres Strait and the series Shipping Arrivals and
Departures Vol II  (Sydney 1826-1840); ...Vol III, (Sydney 1841-1844) {in collaboration with Graeme Broxam};
...Tasmania 1803-1833; and ...Tasmania 1834-1842).  AAMH members may recall a short essay by him about the loss
of HMAS Sydney II appeared in our Quarterly Newsletter last year.

Ian’s research endeavours began in the 1960s when he was compiling his
family’s history.  His great, great, grandfather was John Nicholson RN, who was
Sydney’s first Master Attendant between 1821 and 1842.  Port Nicholson, the harbour
of Wellington in New Zealand is named after him.

Ian Nicholson had his own distinguished naval career.  He joined the RAN as a
cadet in 1942, graduating from the RAN college as a Midshipman in 1945.  The
following two years saw him on HMS Newfoundland and other ships of the British
Pacific Fleet.  After further coursework in Britain in 1948 he served on HMAS’
Gladstone, Murchison, Fremantle and Sydney (3), the latter during the Korean War.
He also saw active service during the Cyprus emergency (1955-56) and the Suez crisis
in 1956.  Ship commands included HMAS Anzac (1964-65) HMAS Hobart (1972-
73) HMAS’ Perth and Comausdesron 1 (1973-74); plus a stint as commanding
officer of the training establishment HMAS Cerberus in 1978.

During his naval life Ian also served on exchange with the British Ministry of
Defence (1969-70) and as Australian Defence advisor in Singapore (1976-77).  He was
liaison officer for the establishment of the US naval communications facility at North
West Cape, and was later twice appointed as Director of Naval Communications.
Service studies brought a graduation from the US Armed Forces Staff College in Norfolk, Virginia; and from the
Australian Staff College at Mount Eliza, Victoria.  He was made a Commander of the British Empire (CBE) in 1982.
Ian died on 22 September and is survived by his wife Brenda and three adult children. Paul Weaver.

Some of Australia’s Timor secrets revealed - and a witch hunt gets underway

It was a peculiar thing in September when news was announced about the publishing of a large volume of
Department of Foreign Affairs formerly secret documents relating to the invasion of East Timor by Indonesia 25 years
ago that few reports actually mentioned the name of the book, who edited it and where it could be obtained.  The name of
the 744 page book is Australia and the Indonesian Incorporation of East Timor.  The editor is Wendy Way, and the
publisher is Melbourne University Press.  The cost for the hard cover edition is A$66. There is a paperback edition
available.  There have been allegations that some pertinent material was expunged because of pressure by intelligence
organisations.  Make your own judgments as to whether or not the movers and shakers of the time were scoundrels or
worse.  Hot on the heals of the launch of this book came the news that the Feds raided the home of Dr Philip Dorling, an
adviser to Labor’s foreign affairs spokesman Laurie Brereton, in a search for alleged leaked official documents relating to
Australia’s INTERFET adventure in East Timor last year.  Warrants were apparently issued for raids on several other
people including journalists.  At least one ASIO officer has been in trouble.  The problem seems to be that government
officials are very sensitive to having incompetence, lies and deceptions exposed too soon.  However, the alleged recourse
to intimidation and dawn raids would also seem to be a sign of the times in Australia.

A set of interesting recent documents relating to East Timor can be found in a 7 volume set of submissions to a
Senate Inquiry about East Timor last year.  The interim Report was published in September 1999 but is not on the
Parliamentary web site as yet.  The published submissions should be able to be read in major libraries.  Another
Australian report relating to East Timor which is on the web is at
http://www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/jfadt/reports.htm

The unsatisfactory manner in which Australia addressed the 1975 murders in Timor of Australian newsmen now
remembered as the Balibo Five: Gary Cunningham, Brian Peters, Malcolm Rennie, Greg Shackleton and Tony Stewart;
plus Roger East seven weeks later, continues to simmer.  The recently published Death in Balibo, Lies in Canberra, by
Desmond Ball and Hamish McDonald is essential reading on the subject.  On October 16, the anniversary of the murders,
a letter signed by 37 prominent intellectual Australians appeared in The Australian (p12) calling for a full judicial
inquiry of those events, but predictably there was little official enthusiasm for that.

Submarine losses since the Second World War

The loss of the Russian submarine Kursk earlier this year is just one of many since the end of WW2.  The list overleaf is
an indicator of the dangers submariners face:
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Minerve. France. Ran aground in bad weather off Portland Bill 19/09/45
HA-204. Japan. Stranded and wrecked 29/10/45
C4. Spain. Rammed by destroyer Lepanto off the Balearic Islands 27/06/46
U-232. France. Ex U-boat. Lost off Toulon. Cause unknown 05/12/46
Cochino. USA. Foundered after battery explosion off northern Norway 28/08/49 
Truculent. UK. Collided with tanker Dvina in Thames estuary 12/01/50
Affray. UK. Flooding caused by fractured snorkel in Hurd Deep, off Alderney 16/04/51
Sibeyelle. France. Lost off Toulon. Cause unknown 23/09/52
Dumlupinar. Turkey. Collided with Swedish SS Naboland in the Dardenelles 04/04/53
Sidon. UK. Hydrogen peroxide torpedo explosion in Portland harbour 16/06/53
Stickleback. USA. Collision with USS Silverstein 20 miles SW of Pearl Harbor 30/05/58
Thresher. USA. Lost 220 miles E of Boston 10/04/63, reaason unknown.
Hai. West Germany. Pen.no. S170. Sank in storm off Dogger Bank because of faulty welding 14/09/66.
Tiru . USA. Ran aground Frederick Reef 03/11/66
Dakar. Israel. Lost in Eastern Mediterranean, cause unknown 25/01/68.
Minerve. France. Daphne class SSK. Pen.no. S647. Reason unknown, western Mediterranean 27/01/68.
K-129. USSR. Golf II class SSB. Internal explosion 1000miles NW of Hawaii 11/04/68.
Scorpion . USA. Sunk by own torpedo, 250 miles SW of Azores 21/05/68
Ming class SSK. China. Constructive total loss after fire, 1970's
November class. USSR. Lost 70 miles SW of Lands End. Cause unknown 12/04/70.
Eurydice. France. Daphne class SSK. Pen.no. S644. Sank after internal explosion 04/03/70
Foxtrot class SSK. USSR. Constructive total loss after collision with merchantman 1971.
Bugara. USA. Balao class SSK. Pen.no. SS331. Foundered 01/06/71.
Artemis. UK. A class SSK. Pen.no. S49. Sank alongside HMS Dolphin, Gosport 01/07/71.
Ghazi. Pakistan. Tench class SSK. Pen.no. S130. Sank after internal explosion off India 04/12/71.
Sirene. France. Faulty torpedo tube, Lorient 11/10/72.
Type SX404 class SS(M). Pakistan. Sank following accident at sea 27/12/76.
Charlie-1 class SSGN. USSR. Foundered off Kamchatka peninsula June 83
Romeo class SSK. N.Korea. Sank off east coast of Korea 20/02/85
K219. USSR. Yankee class SSBN. Sank after ignition of liquid propellent in #14 and consequent fire 06/10/86. The fire
started 3rd October 1986 1000 miles East of New York. Crew evacuated. Sank because of flooding through the shaft seal.
Stadt. Norway. Type 207 SSK. Pen.no. S307. Grounded and scrapped 30/03/87
Pacocha. Peru. Guppy 1A class SSK. Pen.no. S48. Sank after collision with Japanese merchantman 2/9/88
Komsomolets. USSR. Mike class SSN. Sank after explosion, Norwegian Sea 7/4/89
Kursk Russia. Sank with all hands after two explosions.  Barents Sea. 12 August 2000

Contributing source: http://webtagon.com/submarines/

Log of Logs - a discounted opportunity for members

The late Ian Nicholson’s books will continue to be available for purchase from Mrs Nicholson at 18 Wunnunga
Cres. Yaroomba Qld. 4573., but she advises she is unable to fulfil any requests for specific research information.
Log of Logs Volume 1 is now out of print but Volumes 2 and 3 are still available.
The prices including GST are:  Volume 2 soft cover A$55; hard cover A$66

Volume 3 soft cover A$55; hard cover A$71.50
AAMH members get a 20 percent discount on these prices.  Postage within Australia is A$7.10 per book.

For overseas postage rates please contact Mrs Nicholson.

Australian Maritime Doctrine released

The RAN has recently published its first Australian Maritime Doctrine (RAN Doctrine 1) in order to cultivate a
better understanding of what the role of the navy is within the ADF structure.  The 175 page illustrated document is
purportedly aimed at all Australians but by definition will play a key role in the indoctrination of navy personnel towards
the principles maintained in support of national defence objectives.

To construct an inspirational model in support of these the book draws on several historical interpretations of
decisiveness and leadership performed during active service.  The accompanying photographs of navy ships are generally
superb, and a sizable glossary of jargon and acronyms usefully explain to the reader some of the subtleties of navyspeak.

The list of eminent people who provided input Australian Maritime Doctrine is substantive, and yet some
surprising comments appear, such as that Australia is difficult to attack (p.13).

For more information on this and other publications from the RAN’s Sea Power Centre at HMAS Cresswell, Jervis
Bay visit their website at, www.navy.gov.au/9_sites/spc/default.htm
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New book on HMAS Sydney launched

No event in modern Australian maritime history has generated a greater bibliography than has the loss of HMAS
Sydney with all crew on 19 November 1941.

Wes Olson’s book Bitter Victory - The Death of HMAS Sydney which was launched on 9 November at the
Fremantle Maritime Museum provides yet another valuable chapter in an enduring saga that is yet to be laid to rest.

The author endeavours to provide a logical understanding of the event based upon his analysis of historical
documents, and in particular the technical design of the ships.  As such there is much
information in this book which will be new to most readers.  Noticeable is the lack
of reliance on other theories, which have generated such bitter controversy within the
ranks of HMAS Sydney researchers in the past.

Undoubtedly this book will find a place on the shelves of people and
organisations with more than a
passing interest in the subject.  On
the rear cover Dr Mike McCarthy
the Curator for HMAS Sydney at
the WA Maritime Museum
enthusiastically writes, “This is a
great book...”

Attractively presented in
hardcover with 431 pages, Bitter
Victory has many previously
unpublished photographs, both of
HMAS Sydney and its adversary
HSK Kormoran, plus a large
foldout of a detailed set of archival
plan drawings of Sydney showing
the entire layout of the ship.  A
substantive glossary and index
further compliment the book.

Published by University of
Western Australia Press, the
recommended retail price of Bitter
Victory is A$49.50.  It is
available now from major
bookshops throughout Australia.
UWA Press have a website at
http://www.uwapress.uwa.edu.au
featuring this and other
publications. PW
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One of the several previously unpublished photographs of HMAS
Sydney which are contained in Bitter Victory.  The vulnerability to a

couple of well placed enemy shots for the Walrus aircraft (wings
folded here) and the unprotected gun crews is apparent.

The Quarterly Newsletter - The Australian Association for Maritime History is a forum for news, comment and
opinion on matters involving maritime history.  Contributions are always welcome.  Views expressed do not

necessarily reflect those of the Australian Association for Maritime History.  The editor is Dr. Paul R. Weaver, 23
Waddell Road, Palmyra, Western Australia 6157. Email pweaver@starwon.com.au  In 2001 the publication will go
to the printers towards the end of February, May, August and November.  Material for inclusion should be sent direct

to the editor well prior to these times.   Enclose a stamped addressed envelope for return of material

Author Wes Olson
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