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I wish | had better news but The Great Circle has fallen further behind schedule as a or risk missing out.

result of problems which itslong serving editor Graydon Henning has experienced. Graydon

assures the members of the Association that Vol 20 No 1 will be in your letterbox in September. In order to bring the
publication schedule back on track we have arranged for the next issue to be outsourced, which should speed the process up
considerably. We are still hoping to have Vol 20 No 1, Vol 20 No 2 and Vol 21 No 1 out to members by the end of 1999 and
Vol 20 No 2 early in 2000. | can only apologise and hope that you will bear with us during this difficult time.

The AAMH is pleased to be supporting the visit of Dr Kathy Abbas to Australia during which she will give the annual
Vaughan Evans Memorial Lecturein Maritime History. Thetitle of her talk will be, “Isit Endeavour?’ with the venue
being the ANZ Theatre, Australian National Maritime Museum, Sydney, Tuesday 5 October 1999, 6.00 pm - 8.00pm. Dr
Abbasis president of the US Rhode Island Marine Archaeology Project investigating British ships scuttled in Newport USA
during the American Revolutionary War. She will present her most recent findings from fieldwork on the wrecks, which are
believed to include HM Bark Endeavour. All AAMH members areinvited to attend. Bookings are essential and should be
made through the Australian National Maritime Museum members' office (02) 9298 3644. Cost for our membersis $10,
guests $15. Wines, Heineken beer and cheeses are inclusive and will be served afterwards.

Dr Abbass will deliver another public lecture on Saturday 18 September as part of the annual Australian Institute for
Maritime Archaeology (AIMA) conference, also at ANMM in Sydney. Contact the conference organisers for further details:
AIMA Conference Secretariat, c/o Heritage Office; Locked Bag 5020. Parramatta NSW 2124. Ph (02) 9635 6155 Fax (02)
9891 4688 email nutleyd@heritage.nsw.gov.au

Another AAMH supported project will run from Monday 8 November to Wednesday 10 November 1999 at the Western
Australian Maritime Museum in Fremantle, WA. Thisis a conference about fishing and people interested in professional and
recreational fishing: industry policies: history: economics; science; processing; wholesale and retail trade; industry suppliers;
seafoods and marine resources. For further information see the Museum website at htttp://www.mm.wa.gov.au - under
Maritime History. AAMH membersinterested in attending should contact: The Convenor Sally May, Indian Ocean Fisheries
Conference; Maritime History Department, Western Australian Maritime Museum. Cliff Street, Fremantle WA 6160. Ph (08)
9431 8442 or (08) 9431 8488. Fax (08) 9335 7224 email Sally.May@museum.wa.gov.au

From 2 to 5 December 1999 ajoint conference of the Australian Association for Maritime History and the Economic
History Society of Australiaand New Zealand (EHSANZ) will be held in Sydney. The conference will begin at 6pm on
Thursday 2 December and end about 12.30pm on Sunday 5 December at The Holiday Inn, 203 Victoria St Potts Point Sydney,
NSW, 2011. Specia accommodation rates have been negotiated with the hotel, for details call 1800 553 888 or (02) 9368
4000 or email hotel res@hipps.com.au

The themes of this conference include all aspects of economic/business history, including but not restricted to aspects of
the histories of Australiaand New Zealand, the Pacific, and the broader Asia/Pacific region; the maritime history of these
regions and the wider world; mining and other resource industries; associated aspects of labour and socia history, including
labour migration; theoretical and methodological issues of economic, maritime, socio-economic, and institutional history,
including relationships among the historical social sciences. Offers of papers must be received by 30 September 1999 by the
conference organisers: Christopher Lloyd and Maxine Darnell, School of Economic Studies, University of New England,
Armidale. NSW 2351. Ph (02) 6773 3156 Fax (02) 6773 3459 email Chris.LIoyd@metz.une.edu.au or
mdarnell@metz.une.edu.au Conference registration is $130 which includes 2 lunches, 4 teas and the welcoming reception. A
discounted student rate is available. Up-to-date conference details are available at the EHSANZ website
http://www.une.edu.au/ehsanz/conf/ehsanz.html

Maritime history beyond 2000: Visions of sea and shore will be an international conference on maritime history and



heritage to be held in Fremantle, WA from 11 to 15 December 2001. It will be organised by the Australian Association for
Maritime History and sponsored by the Western Australian Maritime Museum, the International Maritime Economic History
Association and the International Commission of Maritime History. This conference aims to bring together people interested
in maritime history and heritage in order to present the latest findings and to review the state of the discipline.

For further information contact the organisers: Associate Professor Malcolm Tull, Faculty of Business and Economics.
Murdoch University. Murdoch WA 6150. Ph (08) 9360 2481 Fax (08) 9310 7725 email tull @central.murdoch.edu.au

or Professor Frank Broeze, Department of History, University of Western Australia, Nedlands WA 6907. Ph (08) 9380 2139
Fax (08) 9380 1069 email fjab@arts.uwa.edu.au

I hope as many members as possible can take advantage of these exciting initiatives.

Mark Staniforth, AAMH President.

C/- Archaeology Department, Flinders University, PO box 2100, Adelaide, South Australia. Ph. (08) 82015195 Fax (08) 82013845
email vams@flinders.edu.au

Help requested

American researcher Nick Dean islooking into 19th century east coast Australia cargo and consignee lists originally
supplied to him by the late Vaughan Evans, and to what degree some of these companies still survive. Heis also looking for
an image of Show Sguall which he knows has appeared in a Melbourne newspaper advertisement. He says a popular import
line from the US used to be wagons, coaches and buggies, and he would “kill” for an image of some of theselined up at a
Melbourne or Sydney emporium. Similarly imported were farm tools, and he would like to find an advertisement linking
these with Show Squall. Nick will cover costs. His email addressis: ndean@wiscasset.net

Congratsto AAMH membersfor excellent achievements

Congratulations to Geraldton (WA) member Howard Gray for getting the nod from the examiners for his PhD dissertation
on the history of WA’s crayfishing industry. No stranger to excellence Howard produced a beautiful book on the biology and
distribution of crayfish afew yearsback. Dr Gray will be delivering a paper and a public talk in association with the Indian
Ocean Fisheries Conference at Freo in November.

Congratulations to our president Mark Staniforth in Adelaide, who with colleague Mike Nash has produced a special report
(No 12) for The Australian Institute for Maritime Archaeology. Copiously illustrated in colour and black and white, Chinese
export porcelain from the wreck of the Sydney Cove (1797) takes an in-depth look at the history of, and artefacts recovered
from the trading vessel Sydney Cove which was deliberately run aground on Preservation Island in the Furneaux group at the
eastern entrance to Bass Strait. The ship carried 7,000 gallons of grog which has appropriately been commemorated by
naming asmall islet near the wreck as Rum Island. Of greater interest to the archaeol ogical team was the accompanying cargo
of ceramics, and in particular for the authors alarge quantity of Chinese export porcelain which had been bound for the tables
of the gentry in Sydney. Casual observers would recognise the so called “willow patterns’ on some of the hand painted blue
and white crockery, but the archaeologists reveal that the subject isin fact complex and extremely interesting. Watch out for
the report in museum bookshops for about $20.

HMAS Sydney - National Archivesaction raises further conspiracy suspicions

A Melbourne researcher Frank MacDonough has been refused access by the Australian National Archives to two historic
signals believed to involve HMAS Sydney 11. After discovery, the Archive' s documents were referred to the British legation in
Canberra which then consulted Britain to check if they can bereleased. The documents are from signal packs for November
and December 1941. So far, British permission for the Australian public to see them has not been forthcoming.
Sydney Inquiry report still available on web

One AAMH member reported by email problems getting into the site after it was mentioned in the last newsletter. The
reply message back to him bounced. The siteis still operational and can be found at:
http://www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/jfadt/reports.htm
Vietnam/Oz war book available

The Vung Tau Ferry: HMAS Sydney and Escort Ships, covering the period between 1965-72 has recently been rel eased.
Thisinvolves Sydney 11, the former aircraft carrier now in use by the Chinese Navy as atraining platform. Authorsare

Rodney Nott and Noel Payne. Call (07) 3219 2239 for further details.

HMAS Sydney I 1- memorial plansin good hands



Planning is well under way for a significant memorial to honour the entire crew of 645 men and boys lost almost without
traceon HMAS Sydney Il in 1941. Many thousands of Australians still mourn for them because they were never really
accorded the respect they deserved from their country.

A memorial podium on Mt. Scott overlooking Geraldton (WA) will have an eternal flame protected by a
dome standing on seven pillars, each representing a state. The nine metre high dome or cupolaisbeing ¢
constructed from 645 interlinked metal elements, each in the shape ‘SL
of agull. Theinspiration for this came when the site was first
dedicated at a sunset ceremony and alarge flock of seagulls
swooped in as the last post was played.

Two semi-circular limestone Walls of Remembrance outside of
the podium will have insets of WA black granite inscribed with
the names of the 645 men and boys. These will also carry two
photo-engravings of Sydney . Lo
At the end of a short pathway leading westward from the ? [
E | podium will be a bronze statue of awoman dressed in clothing .")‘ )
of the 1940s, one hand holding on ahat against thewindand | @
eyes straining seaward for any sign of those who were lost. /. Nk
The preliminary sketch at right is by WA sculptors Joan Walsh-
Smith and Charles Smith.

A second pathway isto have a stelle or ssmple mast-like

structure of stainless steel symbolically representing the outline of
Sydney’sbow. Thiswill carry flags and pennants at ceremonial
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4 5 Fis occasions. The entire areawill be landscaped with Australian native
ahout 20 metpas H plants and become a sacred place for reflection and contemplation.
Geraldton is close to where Sydney is thought to have sunk, and is
T probably where it would have made for had it been able.

The project will cost about half amillion dollars and is being

coordinated by a Memorial Steering Committee comprised of Geraldton citizens from
Rotary and several other regional organisations. Completion is anticipated by the
sixtieth anniversary of the battle on 19 November 2001.

Donations of any size are very welcome and can be lodged in the HMAS Sydney 11
Memorial account through any branch of The National Bank, or sent ¢/- The Batavia Coast Maritime Heritage Association,
PO Box 2537, Geraldton. 6531.
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Exnfrance

HMAS Sydney || - yet another snippet

Mr Jason Hopton (80) writes from Adelaide to add another snippet to the HMAS Sydney saga:
| sailed in abarque SV Passat ‘round Cape Horn in 1948 from Port Victoria (SA) to England. As a Cape Horner
member, | devel oped a friendship with German Captain Andreas Petersen who had sailed to Port Victoriain the pre-war
years. He cameto SA after the war from doing ship surveysfor Krupp in PNG. Someone in Germany linked us up and
my wife and | showed him and hiswife around. We became firm friends and later visited Germany where we stayed in his
mansion. We saw two “Roya” German navy cadet group photographs there. One was related to a service-course, the
other had a Nazi emblem, and | think Detmers was in this group. During our conversation Petersen said fiercely,
“Detmerswas aNazi.” My friend scoffed at arumour of a Jap sub having had a hand in Sydney’s sinking on the eve of
Pearl Harbour. He had been on one of three merchant ships which went to Japan in 1941 for stores, and while they were
loading he went to China and Russia on a special commission. Pettersen’s was the only ship which got back to
Germany. | bet the log book is still somewhere in Hamburg. Maybe the navigation fix for the meeting with Detmersis
there to be read?
I knew four men lost on the Sydney. One was Ray Barrey, the RAAF pilot of Sydney’s seaplane. Asfor myself, |
joined the RAAF in July 1940 and flew over the Pacific until the end of WW?2 - 1,800 hours in cockpit, much over
water, so | feel for the navy. | think our lot did botch things over HMAS Sydney.

Ed’s. footnote: An entry from Mr Hopton appeared in Vol. 1 p.209 of the submissionsto The joint parliamentary inquiry
into the circumstances of the sinking of HMAS Sydney. In that he says that Captain Petersen and his wife are deceased. In
Volume 2 p.338 Sydney/Kormoran historian and analyst Barbara Poniewierski (Winter) is adamant that there is no evidence
Detmerswas aNazi.

Olympian fun and games



Between now and the 2000 Olympic Games there are sure to be lots of TV reruns of events
past, and inevitably we will have images of nasty Nazi Adolf Hitler at the 1936 Berlin effort
with black American Jessie Owens upsetting him up by beating all the white guys. Now
depending what else we are allowed to see from the many hundreds of thousands of feet (metres)
of technically excellent 35mm film shot during those games, it may be possible to view an
immacul ate hand-picked German naval flag party in their whites somewhere. Inthat groupis
one Theodore Anton Detmers (1902-1976). Ja, ja, the same man who was sports officer on the
battle cruiser Koln and was entertained with his peers by the Aussie socialites on HMAS
Canberrain 1933. Later in 1941 used his accumulated skills in the sinking of the RAN’s pride
HMAS Sydney I1. Frank Cain (1983) wrote that the reception of the Koln and its crew
engendered favourable publicity for Australian Nazis to the extent that they formally established
themselves as a party in Australiathe following year. Such was the official attitude that by at
the outbreak of war in 1939 little proper intelligence monitoring of Australian Nazis had been
done! Kapitan Detmers’ story isin his now very rare 1959 autobiography, Kormoran: Der
Hilfskreuzer, der die > Sydney< versenkte. Munich: Koehlers. An English trandlation is also
out of print & difficult to obtain.

Interestingly, on 16 August this year, media reports originating from the Sydney Morning Herald and The Age
newspapers said that based upon documents recently uncovered in the Australian Archives at least 127 Nazi scientists, SS
members and Sturmabteilung (stormtroopers) were secretly recruited by Australia between 1946 and 1951 for work on defence
projects. A Melbourne University professor, reportedly with Nazi sympathies before and during the war, was pivotal in their
recruitment. This academic, now deceased, was allegedly involved with biological and chemical experiments on German-
Jewish refugees and Australian service personnel in Australia. Reportedly also, some of the Nazis he solicited are still of
interest to the Simon Wiesenthal Centre and the United Nations War Crimes Commission. Detmers was not involved in
these matters.

Aussie Gulf War veterans having serious health trouble

Australian service personnel who took part in the Gulf War campaign against Iraq are subsequently experiencing an
unusua number of diverseillnesses, which have include bleeding bowels, bleeding gums, chest pains, cancers, short term
memory loss and resultant psychiatric problems. Of the approximately 1,600 Australians who took part in the Gulf War, 213
had made claims to the Department of Veterans Affairs by early June this year.

In the USA it has been reported that approximately a quarter million of the 600,000 personnel who were involved with the
Gulf War have health problems, and that there have been some 10,000 deaths. In June there had been 8 deaths from diverse
causes reported amongst the Australians. A disturbing aspect is the still relatively young age of the victims, many in their
late 20’ s to mid-30s.

Similar complaints have been made by Gulf veterans from Canada, Great Britain, Kuwait, Czech Republic, Hungary, New
Zealand and Norway, and an increased incidence of similar illnesses have occurred in the civilian populations of Kuwait, Irag,
and Saudi Arabia*

On talkback radio in Perth (6PR 10/6/99) one Australian sailor (28) who had served on HMAS Brisbane said he and his
crewmates had been ordered to take atablet believed involved with protection against nerve gas attack. He said there was
widespread belief thiswas involved with the problems. French sailors in the war did not take the pill, and the so called Gulf
War Syndrome had not manifested in their ranks.

Joe, afather of asailor who served on HMAS Sydney (1V) said that his son had been very ill since the day of hisreturn
to Australia and had subsequently been declared TPI (totally and permanently incapacitated). He was now aged about 35.

Sydney was operating in association with the aircraft carrier USS Midway. Joe said he had been told that the Americans
had attacked and blown up an alleged nerve gas facility about 1 km inland, and that the subsequent smoke had blown over
HMAS Sydney. In addition they were regularly subjected to exotic aircraft exhaust fumes from the American carrier. The
crew of Sydney also took a special pill, and had to line up for it three times a day.

In response, the Minister said on the same broadcast that while he was concerned about the issues, the onus was on
veteransto bring any problems to the attention of the Department of Veterans' Affairs. Presumably in other words, the
government is not about to conduct a comprehensive health survey of all Australian Gulf War Veterans lest it opens a greater
can of worms.

Asmany Australian veterans from other campaigns can attest, Australia has an extremely poor record over its reluctance to
address such issues. Regarding the Gulf War syndrome there is a paucity of information in this country and on the internet
involving Australia and therefore veterans must turn to the USA experience for reliable information. On October 31, 1997,

! Cain, F. (1983) The origins of political surveillancein Australia: Sydney: Angus and Robertson. p. 261-2.

2 Gulf War Veterans llinesses: VA, DOD Continue to Resist Strong Evidence Linking Toxic Causes to Chronic Health Effects.. November
7, 1997. Committee on Government Reform and Oversight. US Congress.
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the US government released areport entitled Gulf War Veterans' Ilinesses: VA, DOD Continue to Resist Srong Evidence
Linking Toxic Causes to Chronic Health Effects. It is alarge document, but its findings are reproduced in brief below.

1. TheUSVeterans Affairs (VA) and US Department of Defence (DOD) did not listen to sick Gulf War veterans asto
possible causes of their illnesses.

2. The presence of avariety of toxic agentsin the Gulf War theatre strongly suggests exposures have arole in causing,
triggering or amplifying subseguent service-connected illnesses.

3. Gulf War troops were not trained to protect themselves from the effects of exposure to depleted uranium dust and
particles.

4. Pyridostigmine bromide [PB] can have serious side effects and interactions when taken in combination with other drugs,
vaccines, chemical exposures, heat and/or physical exercise.

5. VA and DOD health registry diagnostic protocols relied on the unfounded conclusion there were no chemical, biological
or other toxic exposuresto U.S. troops in the Gulf War theatre.

6. VA and DOD health registry diagnosis protocols continue to be based on the unwarranted conclusion that, unless thereis
an immediate and acute reaction, exposures to chemical weapons and other toxins do not cause delayed or chronic
symptoms.

7. Prematurely ruling out toxic exposures as causative, VA and DOD doctors relied on diagnoses of somatoform disorder and
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder [PTSD] to explain Gulf War veterans' illnesses.

8. Thereisno credible evidence that stress or PTSD causes the illnesses reported by many Gulf War veterans.

9. Accurate diagnosis of veterans illnesses remains difficult due to inadequate or missing personal medical records, missing
toxic detection logs, and unreleased classified documents.

10. Accurate diagnosis of veteransillnesses was also hampered by the VA's lack of medical expertise in toxicology and
environmental medicine.

11. Exposuresto low levels of chemical warfare agents and other toxins can cause delayed, chronic health effects.

The 140+ page report said the US Defence Department failed to observe agreed-upon rules for the humane use of
experimental drugs. Personnel who served in the Gulf War were exposed to multiple toxins, any one of which - alone or asa
combination of toxins could produce a synergistic interaction which may well be responsible for the illnesses reported. Iraqgi
chemical weapons storage facilities are known to have been detonated at Khamisiyah and Ukhaydir. Original CIA computer
modelling estimates released in June 1996 stated the plumes carried northerly for perhaps 25 miles. New modelling estimates
stated the plumes carried southerly for perhaps 300 miles from the blast site, producing fallout over some 100,000 troops
positioned in southern Irag, Kuwait, and northern Saudi Arabia. After 19 months of investigation and hearings, the
subcommittee found the status of efforts on Gulf War issues by the Department of Veterans Affairs, the US Department of
Defence, the Central Intelligence Agency and the Food and Drug Administration to be irreparably flawed. It discovered those
efforts were hobbled by an institutional inertia that mistook motion as progress. It found those efforts were plagued by
arrogant incuriosity and a pervasive myopiathat promoted a lack of evidence as proof. Asaresult, it found current approaches
to research, diagnosis and treatment were unlikely to yield answersto veterans life-or-death questionsin the foreseeable, or
even far distant future. Australian Gulf War veterans will learn much from this document. It was available from from the
internet at: http://www.gulfweb.or g/bigdoc/hsr 105-388.cfm

Since the Gulf War, child mortality has reportedly doubled in Irag, a matter sure to be highlighted by the impending visit
of the Pope to that country.

Footnote: The Federal government announced on 5 June that it would look more intensively at the mounting problems of
Australian Gulf war veterans. On the separate nuclear veterans' issues a letter from the Defence Minister Bruce Scott in The
Australian 2/8/99 responding to strong criticisms of Australian governmentsin a 26/7/99:12 letter from the Atomic Ex-
servicemens Association said that a 18 month study of Australian nuclear test “survivors’ was getting underway. Scott
claimed on the basis of scientific literature Australian service personnel who went to Hiroshima after the nuclear detonation
there “were not exposed to sufficient radiation to result in adverse effects.”

He might care to read Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the physical, medical, and social effects of the atomic bombings. (1981)
by Ishikawa, E and Swain, D. L. (trans.) London: Hutchinson. This 706 page report by the Committee for the compilation of
materials on damage caused by the bombs contains much information on the highly restrictive allied occupation policies on
scientific research following the bombings. The Minister might also care to note that at the Monte Bellosin 1999, visitors
are still advised not to linger more than an hour at the site of the explosions.

Hover cr aft inventor dead

British hovercraft inventor Sir Christopher Cockerell (88) died at Southampton, England on 1 June 1999. A obituary from
The Times was reprinted in The Australian 14/6/99:13.
Aside from an Apollo launcher, hovercraft are perhaps the noisiest vehicle ever invented. They have never really caught on
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in Australia. However, in Britain more than 80 million passengers and 12 million vehicles have been transported by aa
variety of designswhich have evolved from the 1959 4.8 ton SRN1. (Experimental work had been going on since 1950 by
Cockeral’s company Ripplecraft.)

The largest hovercraft to operate in Australia are probably those brought here by the US Marines for joint exercises, but
they have never been embraced by the Australian military. Innumerable small machines constructed by experimenters to carry
one or two people have appeared all over the continent from time to time, but their service live appears to have been relatively
short. Those seen by thiswriter have always been very noisy, and seemingly plagued by accompanying vibration problems
which cause stress fractures at inconvenient points at inconvenient times. Air cooled Volkswagen engines have been popular
power unitsin the past. It isafacet of Australian maritime history | suspect has been thus far neglected. Aninteresting
study for someone to take up perchance? Paul Weaver.

Museum excitement in Fremantle

Asreported in our last issue, many of the exhibits relating to the notorious Batavia
shipwreck are to be moved to a new purpose built museum at Geraldton. According to a press
report (WA 9/6/99:11) $100,000 would be spent by the cashed up Fremantle facility to build a
fake oops, replica of the stone portico which will end up in Geraldton. Actualy thereisavery
nice model of the portico made of styrene foam at Geraldton. Possibly few of the visitorsto
Fremantle might notice the difference. Meanwhile the museum’s strong ties with the RAN
were further consolidated with the announcement that permission had been given to fly the
Australian white ensign from the exhibit-submarine Ovens on Anzac and Remembrance Days.
Apparently such permission has only been granted once before, to the ANMM’ s exhibit-ship
Vampire in Sydney, and that was a once only occasion. On Red Nose Day this year, Ovens
sported awhopper for SIDS (Sudden infant death syndrome) charity fundraising.

Bloopers

In the June newsdl etter mention was made of an index of material relating to the HMAS Sydney Inquiry. The compiler’s
name was Ziesing, not Zieser. In“Boat people versus plane people” the air bases at L earmonth and Derby are of course
controlled by the RAAF, not the RAF. A few other grammatical bloopers were noticed and the excuse is that they were the
result of idle tinkering with the word processor and should have been picked up in the proofing, but weren't. Sorry ‘bout that.

Members may care to note the HMAS Sydney inquiry index was eventually sent out to persons and organisations in early
June. An important supplementary submission from journalist David Kennedy was al so included with the mailout. This
should have been in one of the volume of submissions, but had been overlooked by Canberra.

Navy proves new subs can fire old tor pedoes at old ships

With all of Australia s submarines now based in WA there has been something of an itch amongst the ranks to have some
live torpedo practice. It had been more than ten years since the last
one. Troubleisthe things cost so much ($1million +) that it
becomes like trying to decide whether or not to open a bottle of
Penfold’s Grange and drink it. The navy finally took the plunge on
14 June when it allowed HMAS Farncombe to “secretly” put awire
controlled Mk48 fish “from over the horizon” into its
decommissioned warship Torrens in deep water near the edge of the
continental shelf off Fremantle. Out of control media representatives
were not allowed to witness the controlled event, which suggested the
navy was alittle nervous about whether or not things would go
according to plan. What if the torpedo missed? What if the ship
didn’'t sink? What if the system software crashed? The cartoonists
would have afield day.

Well as it happened old number 53 was suitably knocked about == .
with amighty thump under the starboard side that ripped it in half. HMAS Torrens dockside, next to HMAS Swan
The stern sank first but the bow lingered in adirty oil dick for a couple
of hours, asif in stunned disbelief at what had been done to it by those whom it had served so well, then it too ultimately
plunged to the bottom for the benefit of the PR department’ s cameras, giving navy spokesperson Cdr Dudfield the ammunition
to say on ABC radio and other media that the test proved that Collins subs could perform as required and that everything was
on track to achieve the navy’s requirements. Maybe, but someone also let dlip the refreshing news that there was a significant
degree of human brainpower used in calculations for the firing, so as to test that capability could be maintained independent of
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Hal the computer. Humans rule OK!

Nevertheless, the skeptics said it is one thing to sink a sitting duck, quite another to engage and destroy a fast, modern and
hostile warship full of alert persons and state-of-the-art equipment. Furthermore the event came in anticipation of damning
findings in an independent report on the Collins programme being compiled by CSIRO boffin Malcolm Macintosh.
Originally the sinking had been proposed for earlier in the year. Surprisingly, Macintosh allowed himself to be interviewed by
the media during the furore.

As aPR exercise the secret sinking was predictably unpopular on the local front. Rockingham City Council, local
businesses and their political voice, MLA Mark McGowan have long been after Torrens for use as a dive ship in shallower
water. Based upon the outstanding success of the HMAS Svan dive-wreck at Busselton they conservatively projected that the
2,750 ton Torrens could have generated at least 20 new jobs and injected $2.3 million dollars a year into the local economy.
Mr McGowan, aformer navy officer, said on ABC News Radio (15/6/99 12.30pm) that such tests proved little. He said that
there have been numerous statements from officers within the navy that the Collins problems would be solved this year, and if
they weren't he expected a swag of resignations from those officers which made this claim, “ because that would be the only
honourable thing to do.”

He added that the navy should set up an exercise with 2 or 3 Collins subs against the remaining Oberon to prove there had
been a substantial technical improvement. Later on the same day Federal Senator David M cGibbon, another former navy man
also criticised the unrealistic nature of the test.

Asthe PR exercise started to spiral out of control the navy became more defensive. Capt Ric Shalders, Commander
Australian Submarines came up on ABC News Radio (15/6/99 1.30pm) and said the combat system was now proved without
doubt with the sinking of Torrens. He added that HMASFarncombe had successfully fired more that 30 other weaponsin
the previous two weeks. On the 7.30 Report that night he said, “They are ready to go to war if that had to be.”

Commodore Mick Dunn (ret) thought the test had been used to overshadow the more serious problems. He said, “What's
happening now is the navy has gone into denial, saying that thereisn't a problem with the noise signature, and we know there
iswith the whole shape and with the propeller. Those things have got to be put right. Everybody in the navy knows there's a
major problem with the combat system.” Dunn had been the senior submariner in the navy until last year. On evening TV
news programs of the 17th June he again appeared and suggested that the Torrens had been sunk by two blasts, the second
perhaps being from explosives placed on board the ship as insurance by the navy and triggered almost, but not quite
simultaneously with the torpedo detonation. The allegation was immediately denied by the navy, but the reruns of the
excellent footage provided by them to the media do appear to show two distinct blasts, each of a different colour and with
debris seemingly going in different directions. The two blasts can be seen on the sonogram accompanying the next article.

One would have like to have been a fly on the wall in some Navy offices as these matters unfolded so awkwardly, but for
the Navy there eventually was a happy conclusion. Rear Admiral Ritchie, Deputy Chief of the Navy wrote a letter to the
Australian (22/6/99:12) saying that while the TV images did show two blasts this was the normal occurrence. The Mk48
torpedo is designed to explode beneath the target, not against it. The first event registered was the arrival of a shock wave at
the speed of sound. This acted as intended by lifting the ship at the centre and overstressing the keel and hull. The second
event was the arrival of the expanding and very large bubble of gas from the warhead explosion. This also drags alarge mass
of water and the combined inertial effect isthat the target gets a very destructive follow-up pounding. Two hits for the price of
oneif you like.

Asthe good Admiral was writing what someone else should have said aweek earlier, the disparate folk at Garden Island
(navy and army) had organised a mass-media event 21 June to show off the firing of a rocket-launched, jet-propelled, reusable
“Kalkarad’ pilotless aircraft designed to tow targets at 600> kph for ship to air missile practice. You might have guessed it,
Murphy stepped in again. The next day the main newspaper report carried the damning heading “ Pilotless plane test a fizzer.”
(WA22/6/99:13) Just asit was al set to go from the back of the island, the signal strength of the complex radio interface
returning data from the device to the ground-controller was deemed inadeguate, and so the launch was aborted. A straight-faced
Navy spokesperson told the disappointed hacks, “It is not embarrassing at all.” The following day they tried again, but the
weather was crook, so a demonstration of the flight simulator was organised. Murphy was still present as the virtual-Kalkara
karked it when the virtual-jet engine failed to power up after the virtual-rocket expended. (human error).

Thereal launch event was billed as an inaugural one for WA. Nevertheless, for the past few years there has been the
occasiona dirty-looking rocket trail sighted from the mainland, arcing seaward at the back of Garden Island where thereis an
exerciserange. The Kalkara drone had itsfirst fully operational flight on 7 July against amissile fired from HMAS Darwin.
L ots more to come it seems, and so there should be, aslong as they point west. Paul R. Weaver. Fremantle.

Torrens the ship

A “River class’ destroyer escort, Torrens was launched at Cockatoo Dockyard on 28 September 1968 and commissioned in
Sydney on 19 January 1971. It was decommissioned at Garden Island (WA) on 11 September 1998. It had alength of 112.8
metres and a beam of 12.5 metres, and displacement was 2750 tonnes. Its steam turbines could drive it at more than 30 knots.
Original armaments included a radar/computer controlled twin 4.5 inch gun turret and tubes for Mk32 torpedoes. (Later Mk48)
The ship’s main rolesinvolved patrol and surveillance work and escort duties. Carrying a crew of 230, over the years many
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sailors underwent navigation and seamanship training
while on board. 1n 1976 the ship attracted media
attention for its role in the rescue of MV Miss Chief in
heavy seas off Bundaberg, but for the most part of it's
service it has been inconspicuous; until 14 June. A
young RAN sailor from Generation X described its
sinking as, “awesome.” and indeed it was. On seeing
the footage this editor’ s teenage sons reckoned that the
navy was not for them.

Now here is ahypothetical brain teaser for those
nautical types good at sums: If a Mk48 exploded under i o
the centre of Torrens while it was moving in a straight 13 d
line at 30 knots (55 km approx) over acalm sea, where - SRLONds

would the secondary impact hit? (based on the simple
data in the sonogram and the specifications provided here).
Furthermore, would the damage from either impact be greater for afast moving ship rather than for a stationary one? All near
correct answers showing the workings out, sent to the newsletter editor, get a small prize.

Boom! Boom! A sonogram marking the end of Torrens

Yet another C.Y O’Connor monument for Fremantle

If there is one historical name successfully implanted in the minds of WA schoolchildren it is the name of Irish hydraulic
engineer Charles Y elverton O’ Connor, more popularly referred to as C.Y. O’ Connor. As chief engineer in the WA Public
Works Department he oversaw the design and construction of Fremantle Harbour and of the then record length water pipeline
from Perth to Kalgoorlie.

He might have fallen into obscurity as have most people from those times had it not been for
his mel odramatic demise one morning, when severely depressed, he rode a horse into the sea near
Robb’s meatworks jetty at South Fremantle, put arevolver to his head and pulled the trigger.

Thus began a myth making process about the man which continues to this day with the
announcement that the state government is to fund a stylised bronze sculpture of O’ Connor taking
alast shoreward look from his horse. The $80,000 project will be set on a pile at wave level near
the estimated place of his suicide. One of the most enthusiastic supporters for the project has
been grandson Mike Lefroy, education officer with the Fremantle Maritime Museum. He said on
ABC radio that he thought some of O’ Connor’s depressed act might be related to awork colleague
who allegedly had been conspiring in land deals near one of the pipeline’ s pumping stations. (In
an unrelated matter Mike recently won a Churchill Fellowship to study maritime museum
displaysin the USA, Sweden and the UK during the early European summer next year -
congratulations.)

Popular opinion has aso long held that because O’ Connor suicided before water flowed into
Kalgoorlie, that he believed the project was going to be afailure, but this conjectureisill-
informed. Therewasin fact never any doubt that it would work because the engineering and
surveying preparations had been so thorough.

O’ Connor’s biographer Merab Tauman® reveals that CY was a brilliant, if complex man.
Bornin 1843 in County Meath, Ireland he underwent hisinitial training there as an assistant
engineer, specialising in al manner of hydraulic engineering, including dams and weirs. 1n 1864
he went to New Zealand, where he distinguished himself in public engineering works over 26
years

At the urgings of WA Premier Sir John Forrest he took up his post of Engineer in Chief for
Western Australiain 1891. Hisimmediate task was to construct a deep water port at the mouth
of the Swan River. Thiswas completed in 1897. Brilliant though his work was, he became
continually dogged by criticism and controversy, not it seems because he was particularly at fault, J
but because of the generally ill-informed, narrow, self-serving attitudes which predominated on the
agenda of ambitious local politicians, businessmen and the notoriously vexatious editor of The -
Sunday Times. For all of them, perhaps his greatest fault was that he had a social conscience. The largest WA monument
Strongly aware of how the working class were routinely exploited and mistreated, he ensured that [0 @ SPecific person, at
those men under his control received improved wages and conditions. As part of his humanitarian Fremantle
philosophy towards arbitration he was strongly aware of the need for the local 1abour force to organise themselves and
privately appealed to a prominent NZ union leader. John Lomas to assist.

The wider community was shocked by the suicide, and there was a big funeral at the Fremantle cemetery. Those who

® Tauman. M. (1978) The Chief, C.Y. O’ Connor Nedlands: University of Western Australia Press.




could have given him greater support in histime of need at last came forward and praised him. Thereisavery large
monument there. An imposing bronze statue of the engineer was also sculpted by Pietro G. Porcelli and is now erected by the
road leading into Victoria Quay, Fremantle Harbour. (photo) It was moved there from its original 1911 site some years ago.
On the Helena River is Mundaring Weir, which was designed by O’ Connor as the starting point for the goldfields pipelineis
currently undergoing major reinforcement work to bring it into line with world safety standards. The plan for another
monument comes at atime when male suicides are approaching epidemic proportions in the state. Paul R. Weaver

Batavia Coast gathering

In June French historian Philippe Godard and your newsletter editor were keynote speakers at a seminar organised by the
Batavia Coast Association at Geraldton. Philippe and Max Cramer were the discoverers of the St Alouen bottle cap and coin
on Dirk Hartog Idland last year. (Subsequently a complete bottle was uncovered by a Fremantle Maritime Museum team.) In
July the NL ed was also invited to address the Underwater Explorers Club of WA about the importance of developing focussed
oral histories and their conservationist and political uses.

Ancient mariners.8 million years ago?

Australian archaeologists have for several years been digging away in the lava on the island of Flores, Indonesia and
finding stone tools and fossils associated with Homo erectus, the forerunner of Homo sapiens sapiens (all people today).
Floresisthe fourth large island east of Bali on the Indonesian archipelago. Achaeologists reckon that because Flores has been
surrounded by deep water since those ancient times, then this can be taken asindirect evidence that early hominids had
watercraft. The same argument has long been applied to Australia being populated, because even at the lowest known ocean
levels of the Pleistocene thereis believed to still have been a deep trench of water preventing terrestrial access. There isabody
of opinion that thisfirst occurred between 100 and 150 thousand years ago, but no convincing evidence has been presented.
Confirming such adate is the holy grail of Australian archaeology. The oldest Australian archaeological sites mostly emerge
around 40,000 years, although there are afew controversial older ones claimed to be about 60,000 years. No evidence of
watercraft has been found in any very ancient Australian site.

The problem with the proposal that hominids were using watercraft 800,000 years ago is that if this was the case why
didn’t the technology flourish and enable earlier populating of Australiaand for that matter, New Guinea. A “straw man’
counter claim isthat very ancient sites were probably submerged as ocean levelsrose. Asto how else Flores might have been
populated, there has been a suggestion that because the region isto geologically active, aland bridge may well have existed in
the past. Thework isreported Antiquity, which can be read in any decent university library. Also asnippet in The
Australian 6/7/99:6.

Sure to cause angst in many circles will be a curious proposal in aforthcoming BBC doco that Australian Aborigines were
the first indigenes to move into the Americas, by boat no less. No doubt there will be enough believers to ensure the idea
gains a place somewhere in modern mythology. One thing often overlooked in ethnocentric argumentsis that every person
alive today had hunter-gatherer ancestors 40,000 or more years ago, excepting of course those people descended from UFO
aliens. For those interested in the genetic relationship between Australian Aborigines and other populations, take alook at
some of the many excellent papersin Kirk, R. & Thorne, A. (Eds.) (1974). The origin of the Australians. Canberra: AIAS.
PW.

Isbeing British un-Australian in 1999?

On 26 June the High Court found in afour, seven decision that One Nation senator-elect Heather Hill could not take up
her seat because while she had been in Australia since a child, at the time of the poll she had not renounced her British
citizenship by becoming naturalised, and that Britain is aforeign power. Under the constitution M Ps cannot hold dual
nationality, even though they swear allegiance to “the King or Queen of the United Kingdom, of Great Britain and Ireland.”
Hill subsequently corrected the anomaly by becoming naturalised, to no avail. There are apparently a number of sitting MPs
holding dual nationality, but Attourney-General Darryl Williams said there was not intention of pursuing them because their
positions had not been challenged.

The matter raises an interesting question about the status of the titular head of the Royal Australian Navy, Prince Philip.
Asanational of aforeign power should he remain in that position? For that matter, what do Australian sailors know really
about their leader apart from his enthusiasm for multiculturalism? He does not seem to be mentioned at all on the RAN’s web
site and all the various “who’swhos’ tend to be a bit selective in what they report, - so here goes.

Born into the Greek Royal Family at Corfu in 1921, his mother was Princess Alice of Battenburg, English-born sister to
Lord Louis Mountbatten. Her father was Prince Louis of Battenburg, Director of Naval Intelligence at the Admiralty and First
SeaLord in the early stages of WW1 until anti-German sentiment forced his resignation and a change of name to Windsor,
something also done by King George V. Philip’s father was Prince Andrew of Greece who wasindicted for high treason by a
revolutionary Greek Government in 1922 but unlike others he escaped the firing squad when HM S Calypso at the directive of
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cousin, King George V arrived off Athensfor a spot of gunboat diplomacy. The Greek Royal family were unpopularly
regarded throughout Europe as “the German Greeks’ because of their connections, but not in Britain. With Andrew saved,
Calypso then called to Corfu and collected the rest of the family, including the 18 month old Philip. In exile, the family were
issued with Danish passports by cousin, King Christian of Denmark. Philip’s surname was
shown as Glucksburg. An uncle, Prince George of Greece and his wife Princess Marie
Bonaparte set them up with a house in Paris. Bonaparte was descended from Napoleon B.,
and her father had founded the Monte Carlo casino.

Philip’s younger sister married a German nobleman, Christopher of Hesse, who was a
Nazi. Histhree other sisters had married into the wealthy German aristocracy by 1934.
During his early teens he was schooled in Nazi Germany but according to Unity Hall* his
biographer, hisirreverent regard for the brownshirts saw him moved to Gordonstoun in
Britain. At age 17 Lord Louis Mountbatten (uncle Dickie)
took him under his wing and made sure that every assistance
was given to get him a“special entry” into the Royal Naval
College at Dartmouth. Some of hisimmediate family
remained in Greece and enjoyed social connections with Ishean Aussig, is he
prominent Nazis, including General Goering. Lizzie ishean Aussie, is
Hall writes that Philip’ s first sea posting was on the battleship he hey?

HMS Ramilles under Mountbatten’ s associate, Vice Admiral
Baillie-Grohman. Asaforeigner he was not supposed to be able to take a permanent
commission or rise above the rank of acting sub-lieutenant, unless he became naturalised.
With the commencement of war with Germany in 1939 his requests for this were reportedly
denied, apparently because Greece remained neutral, and Philip was till a Greek. Regardless,
the rules were broken and he was promoted to midshipman. Mussolini terminated the
neutrality by bombing Greece on 10 June 1940, Philip’s birthday. Ramilles wasinvolved in
escorting Australian troops to Egypt and called at Fremantle and Sydney. In 1940 the ship
In Greek national dress underwent arefit in Sydney and Phil and other officers were entertained on a sheep station at
Deniliquin by afriend of Baillie-Grohman. 1n 1941 Philip transferred to HM S Valiant for
service in the Mediterranean. He took part in several actions and was mentioned in dispatches. In 1942 he was on HMS
Wallace on convoy duty. In October he became the youngest person in the RN to be promoted to first lieutenant. He
developed a strong friendship with an Australian, First Lt. Michael Parker who was to later to become his equerry. In late
1944 Philip found himself in the Pacific under Cdr. George Norfolk on HMS Whelp  Uncle Dickie was Supreme Allied
Commander for SE Asia. Thiswas to prove opportunity to again visit Sydney, and by this time he was being identified as
the future consort. The socialite women of Sydney apparently pursued him shamelessly, but he remained the epitome of
discretion. Three days after the atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki Whelp joined USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay. Philip
watched the formal surrender on the deck of Missouri.

It is apparent that Mountbatten had long considered Philip a candidate for marriage to Princess Elizabeth, even when both
were very young. After the war the romance blossomed, but he was till aforeigner. Embarrassingly two of his brothers-in-
law had even fought for Hitler, and one of them had actually bombed London. After much opposition from the Foreign Office
he became a naturalised British subject on 18 March 1947, but there has been doubt about whether he actually paid the
registration fee. Mercilessly, the British tabloids still described him as “Phil the Greek.” He was persuaded to adopt
Mountbatten as his family name because it had more appeal to the British than Schleswig-Holstein-Sonnderburg-Glucksburg.
Worse for the Church of England was that he had been baptised into the Greek Orthodox Church, but when confronted with
this he switched over with hardly ablink. The wedding took place on 20 November 1947.

He was adopted by the Royal Australian Navy on 1 April 1954 as Admiral of the Fleet, a position he still holds. So, as
President Ronald Reagan used to say after providing enlightenment to the Russians, there you go. Paul R. Weaver.

Bold maritime museum design revealed

On the last weekend in June the WA Premier Richard Court revealed the proposed design of the new Fremantle Maritime
museum building at Victoria Quay, Fremantle Harbour. The redevelopment of this section of dockland has been thrashing
about in the public arenafor at least the past year or so. Pundits say the cost to the WA taxpayer will be $35 million, well
up on the original estimations since the federal government has decided not to chip in $25 million. Thereis astrong track
record in WA for the cost of such projectsto blow out. Surprisingly Mr Court said the project was first mooted in an election
promise in 1993, and that community consultation began several years ago. Certainly the museum has been conducting in-
house workshops to develop the themes for the new facility since 1998.

A very tall structure of steel and glass, the new building will house the America s Cup yacht Australia Il which is being
returned to Fremantle from the ANMM after the Sydney Olympics. The man most associated with the yacht is Alan Bond,

*Hall, U. (1987) Philip: The man behind the Monarchy. London: O’ Mara Books.
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who is still doing timein a WA prison for serious corporate crimes, and with the approval of the authorities, running business
classes for other prisoners and currying public favour by donating mediocre paintings to charities. Promoters of the museum
building are adamant that it is not a monument to Bond, but whether they like it or not, his name will always have a strong
association.

The waterfront building seems to have had some inspiration from Sydney’ s Opera House. Large curved roofs which
according to Mr Court, are intended to resembl e the upturned bottom of a old sailing ship. Others might be reminded of the
belly of an upturned whale. Viewed from the south, the appearance is quite different, a glass and steel wall which, with
imagination, resembles the outline of a giant north-west snapper. The western wall facing the blazing summer sun and savage
winter galesisalso acliff of glass. In the lee of the building will be a rectangular pond cut into the old wharf to provided for
floating exhibits.

Last year there were serious questions raised by the Fremantle Port Authority about such a project being so close to the
harbour because of the risks and dangers posed by shipping movements. The concerns were uncovered when newspaper
reporters from The West Australian obtained relevant documents under freedom of information legislation. The fears have
since been dismissed by the government, and as if to show who is boss, half the building will now be built out on piles over
the water.

Inimitable Fremantle Mayor Richard Utting enthusiastically said in the Fremantle Community (29/6/99:1) that the design
was “astunning statement.” He added, “It is nothing like the Darling Harbour Maritime Museum which looks like a huge
Wesetiesbox.” The state’s Labor opposition also immediately endorsed the project, and completion is estimated for the end of
2000. The government allowed four weeks for public comment on the design in avisitors book in the old museum in Cliff
Street, which for the time being isto remain. With waining public support the book was eventually scrutinised for positive
comments and a declaration made that the public did indeed support the project. Apparently no one understood the remarksin
foreign languages so they weren't included. Meantime Mr Court’ s other pet-project the phalic $5.5 million dollar bell tower
in Perth has had the go-ahead with arevised design. Newsletter readers will recall from a previousissue that the bells are from
St Martin in the Fields in London, and were said by the enthusiastic promoters of the project to have been rung at the news of
the Battle of Trafalgar. The new design still has atower but the scrotum-like bell gallery has been replaced by abstract copper
forms resembling yacht spinnakers. Travellersto Arabia might be reminded of a similar looking structure in one of the
emirates. In early August, just as matters appeared to have settled down, Mr Court’ s coalition partner, Deputy Premier Hendy
Cowan went public and said the community had more important priorities than expensive maritime museums and bell towers.
Flash: HMAS Perth wason itslast visit to Freo during the final week of August prior to being paid off later this year.
Perth was the only Australian ship to cop enemy firein the Vietham war, other ships experienced “friendly fire.” Perth
delivered some 37,711 five inch shellsinto Vietnam. The all-male crew and officers marched through Perth city on 27
August, exercising their right to “Freedom of the City.” A couple of days later (29/8) came the dockside news from Mr Court
that the ship had been gifted to the state by the federal government. It is uncertain if this historically important vessel will
end up as adive hulk, or the more expensive option as a floating exhibit alongside the new Maritime Museum.

Moresub sorry business

A week or so after the Torrens was sunk, at least 14 large, live and very dangerous smoke flares were washed up on
beaches along the entire coast south of Fremantle. These are designed to be gjected from a sub stranded on the bottom and
attract the attention of surface rescuers, but the smokers had not activated. A navy spokesperson said they must have been
from abad batch, an excuse which would hardly have reassured the submariners.

The matter paled into insignificance with the July 1 public release of findings within the independent report on the Collins
project by CSIRO head Dr Malcolm Mclntosh and former BHP boss John Prescott. The document is titled Report to the
Minister for Defence on the Collins Class submarine and related matters and was available on the web though
http://www.defence.gov.au/index.html

Front page stories appeared in most major newspapers the following day, with the cartoonists having afield day. The
report, the sixth inquiry since the project started in 1987 confirmed that most of the previously publicised allegations about
the project’ s failings had substance, but as the man from Demtel said on TV, “There’smore!l” much more. Indeed there have
been 750> defects detected on the diesel engine systems alone in the boats already in service. The Collins sub diesel engines
(3 per boat) have had a very unhappy history with seawater and fungi getting into the fuel. Other failures have included
“broken pistons, broken gear trains, seized fuel injectors and fuel pumps, broken rocker arms and generator couplings and,
most recently, a damaged crankshaft that must be replaced. All the submarines have been affected.” A report for Lloyds
Register observed, "The number of diesel engine related failures sustained onboard HMAS Farncombe and indeed the Collins
class submarines as a group is totally unacceptable to the point of being quite unique in modern medium speed diesel marine
applications.”

Naturally enough the report attracted considerable media attention because it confirmed many of the allegations about other
significant deficiencies with the submarines design. Media watchers may recall an adamant navy denial afew months back
that the boats had been submerged with leaks, however the report revealed that the stern glands on the prop shafts were
admitting more than 300 litres of seawater per hour and that this figure increased with depth. The problem was ultimately
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solved by adopting the design used on the old Oberon class subs.

The report said that from the outset of the project the navy failed to recognise a need to equip the submarines with modern
satellite communications. “In retrospect, this was an amazingly short-sighted decision and now must be rectified.” The present
system is slow and cumbersome, placing the submarine in avery vulnerable position when transmitting.

The computer system is also antiquated and initial multiple screen use made it prone to “computer deadlock” or crashing.

A software fix had subsequently made the system unacceptably very slow. Some may recall a mediareport a couple of years
ago which said that rebooting could take more than a half hour.

When HM S Torrens was sunk the navy bravely said the subs were ready for war, but the report disagreed. “In our view,
the circumstances would have to be extremely serious indeed to risk the submarinesin their present state.”

Perhaps the most damning aspect of the report was that the operational RAN, the procurement project office, the in-service
support project team, the prime contractor and the principal sub-contractors were certainly far more antagonistic, defensive,
uncooperative and at cross-purposes than should have been the case in a project like this.

Defence Minister John Moore, caught between the devil and the deep blue sea, reacted swiftly. Politically unableto can
the project, he announced that there would be a further massive injection of funding. $80 million for an “interum fix” on the
computer system. Thiswould be followed by a half billion plus for a new combat system. Rear Admiral Peter Briggs was
appointed project director 1 July due to his extensive past experience and technical expertise in submarine operations.

The Defence Minister has said little can be achieved in looking backward, and hoped that there would be a better picture for
the subs by the end of 2000. Even so, when asked 2 July on a Perth (6PR) radio talkback programme if heads would roll after
then, he said “it might not take that long.” It didn’t, in the latter part of the month came the news that senior public servant
Paul Barratt was to get the chop. Barratt, the “ Sir Humphry” of the Defence Department refused to go and so began avery
public legal wrangle between him, his boss and even the Prime Minister. Barrat reckoned he had been doing agood job and
didn’t deserve such treatment. His supporters said he was being made a scapegoat. Reportedly however, he has been on notice
for at least eight months to confront and impliment a systemic change to defence force culture, and to ensure greater
accountability is attributed for service related disasters. As matters evolved it became known though The Australian
(2/8/99:13) that the Chief of the Defence Forces, Admiral Christopher Barrie was a close friend of Barrat and that Admiral
Barrie' s wife was employed as the personal assistant of Mr Barratt. The subseguent series of legal manouveurs included a court
case between Barratt and his employers. The court found the government had the right to dismiss Mr Barratt, but that due
process had to be followed, which involved the provision of reasons and aright of reply. Much unhappyness all round.

News of anew navy controversy emerged when the same report (2/8/99:13) said that the cost of two tank landing vessels
not yet in service had blown out from $40 million to $300 million dollars. Then the Collins debacle resurfaced on 2 Aug
with the news that HMAS Farncombe had a major electrical failure just as it was to participate in the multinational exercise,
Kakadu Four. Civilian contractors had to be flown in to make repairs. Later during the exercise a crew member with an
unspecified medical problem was airlifted off at sea. Coincidentally, this corresponded with aleaked report that the defence
forces are urgently short of doctors. PW

HMASWaller commissioned - Navy overlooks sea scouts from Camp Waller

The third boat in the Collins series, HMAS Waller was commissioned at Stirling naval base on Saturday 10 July. Its
namesake, Captain Hector M. L. Waller was born at Benalla, Victoriaon 4 April 1900. RAN service began for him in 1914,
and he served on HM S Agincourt, HMAS' Melbourne and Suart and a variety of other postings. He took command of
HMAS Perth in September 1941 and participated in the evacuation of Singapore. He was killed when Perth was sunk by the
Japanese in the Java Seaon 1 March 1942. 333 ratings and 21 officers died making it the second worst RAN disaster in
history, the sinking of HMAS Sydney being the worst. Commissioning of HMAS Waller coincided with the 88th
anniversary of the granting of the title Royal Australian Navy to the Permanent Commonwealth Naval Forces and Royal
Australian Naval Reserve by King George V in 1911. The date also marked the 60th anniversary of the commissioning of
HMAS Perth, at Portsmouth, England in 1939. Perth was the former HMS Amphion. Inthe RAN itsfirst commander was
Capt H. Farncombe, whom the class of subs are named after.

10 July also marked the anniversary of Fremantle based US submarine Hammerhead' s sinking of Sakura Maru and
Nanmei Maru in the Gulf of Siam in 1945, but not much was made of this.

The navy also missed an extraordinary PR opportunity to involve WA youth with the commissioning ceremony. The 1st
Fremantle Sea Scouts honoured Capt. Waller long before the navy decided to name a sub after him. For decades his
photograph has overlooked every one of the many thousands of formal ceremonies held in the group’s main hall at Camp
Waller on the banks of the Swan River. Thefacility isin use amost every night accommodating large numbers of sea scouts
of both sexes, from the very young Joeys (6) through to Venturersin their twenties. Every Anzac Day the group, one of the
most active in the state, provides alarge honour guard and hoists the flags at the Fremantle War Memorial dawn service. PW

Navy good news

12



The newsdletter editor is sorry that the navy is having arough trot lately, but feels there is aneed to provide an alternative
view of some of these matters to provide other historians with potential leads for further research. Thereis good navy news
and this can be found at their website: http://www.navy.gov.au/ They also have an interesting fortnightly newsletter
there. Well worth an occasional visit, but bear in mind they never talk about the sort of matters mentioned in this newsletter.

Navy crossesline with anal antics

Asif the Coallins sub fiasco was not enough, another more sinister scandal erupted on 6 July with the screening on the
Nine Network of avideo tape of an initiation ceremony on board submarine HMASOnslow. The public would be forgiven
for concluding some of Her Majesty’ s Australian submariners are areal dirty little bunch of buggers when it comes to such
things. Theincident was part of an equatorial crossing celebration in 1995 when the entire crew came topside to participate.
Those who had previously “crossed the line€” wore masks to conceal their identities. Traditionally in the RAN they are called
Neptune's bears. Traditionally too, Neptune is played by the commanding officer, although it has not been revealed if this
was the case on Onslow.

The initiates were stripped naked and spread-eagled on the deck to be tortured. Thistook severa forms. They were
verbally abused and walked on by crewmates, and beaten with objects, particularly on the back and buttocks. A uniquely
Australian act known as “sump the rump” also took place and this was performed by a heavily tattooed individual who had a
swab on a stick and daubed a blistering concoction on the the victim’s genitalia and anus. (Subsequently claimed to have been
chocolate sauce) Another man could be seen to poke one victim’ s nether region with along stick to provoke a violent
reaction. Those accomplices holding the victim’ s legs then gave them a good wriggle to make sure the mixture had a good
skin contact. Eventually the humiliated individual was flung overboard and left there treading the deep until deemed
appropriate to reboard. All thistook place under the approving eyes of ship’s officers on lookout duty in the conning tower.
The assaults are excused by these upper ranks as a“hardening up” process and the victims are expected to “take it like men.”
Of course agreeing to be sexually assaulted by an alpha-male is not in the fine print when navy recruits sign up, and so some
young men have objected, to their cost.

One of the whistle-blowers who supplied the video became ostracised after first complaining, and subsequently became the
victim of significant “administrative errors’ to the extent he ultimately received aletter of apology from the navy, but service-
life had become impossible and he resigned last year. These eventstook place well after the concerted attempts to stamp out
“bastardisation” practices began at the Defence Academy in Canberra. The reaction of Bruce Scott, Minister assisting the
Defence Minister and speaking for the government was one of outrage. He said the spectacle had made him “sick to the
stomach.” He said he had told the navy to get areport on his desk without delay. Similarly the Minister for Defence John
Moore signalled that disciplinary measures might eventuate. Like sentiment was expressed by the Labour opposition which
called for criminal prosecutions. An internal naval inquiry was initiated immediately.

Talkback radio throughout Australiaon 7 July provided a wealth of further information on the submariners sporting
activities, and various callers revealed it was not an isolated incident as the navy had tried to present. In Perth many of the
callersto 6PR were ex-RN and ex-RAN persons, and while some supported the activities, most were appalled. One caller
alleged that a standard form of initiation amongst the ranks at HMAS Flinders depot in the past has been an anal assault with a
beer bottle, and he had been aware of an attempted suicide by one victim who had complained, then been victimised by
officers. Another caller alleged that in the past at the old HMAS Leeuwin barracksin WA, young recruits had been the
victims of sexual predation by long-serving non-commissioned officers. Another said he had served on a RAN ship where a
young victim had escaped his tormenters and after a search of the ship had been discovered curled up in afetal positionin an air
conditioning duct. Putrid food and chilli pepper concoctions specifically intended to burn sensitive young skins were
mentioned by another caller asafairly standard RAN torture at crossing-the-line ceremonies, as was the throwing of these men
overboard from a stationary ship. One woman caller who described herself as an 80 year old wowser said the whistle-blower
would have done better to destroy the tape and forget the matter, because these were the sort of things all servicemen did.

On 8 July the Nine network undermined the navy argument that the incident was isolated by running similar historical
footage taken on two other ships, HMAS Parramatta and HMAS Svan. These did not appear to involve sexual assaults but
the latter ship gained notoriety for a case involving sexual harassment and rape of afemale crew member (adoctor) in the early
1990s. A former male navy doctor who described himself as a“ scab lifter” wrote to The Australian in July criticising the
young sailor for hisintolerance. He said his main regret about this sort of business was his being overlooked for treatment by
Neptune's bears. Australian submariners are not alone in these sort of juvenile antics. According to arecently published
unofficial history of US submarinersin the “cold war,” part of the humiliation treatment dished out to crew members on
nuclear subs involved forcing them to eat revolting concoctions from the bare belly of King Neptune.®

The RAN has not banned the ceremony. HMAS Melbourne had a line crossing ceremony while returning from the Gulf
in mid-August. The antics of the mixed crew were toned down, but no video taping was allowed. Paul Weaver.

Crossing theline, how it wastraditionally done in the Royal Navy

® Sontag, S. Drew, C & Drew, A. (1998). Blind man'’ s bluff: The untold story of cold war submarine espionage. London: Hutchinson.
p.238.
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According to late 19th century maritime writer F. Whymper the ceremony had lost popularity on passenger ships because
crews blackmailed timid passengers. Similarly it had become an anachronism on RN vessels by the late nineteenth century
because of atendency for matters to get out of hand, although it seems, nothing like in the modern RAN:

With trifling exceptions, the programme was as follows. The men stripped to the waist, wearing only "duck"
unmentionables, prepared, immediately after breakfast, for the saturnalia of the day-a day when the ship was en
carnival, and discipline relaxed. Early in the day, a man at the masthead, peering through a telescope, would announce
aboat on the weather-bow, and soon &fter, a voice from the jibboom was heard hailing the ship, announcing that
Neptune wished to come on board. The ship was accordingly hove-to, when a sailor, in fashionable coat, knee-
breeches, and powdered hair, came aft, and announced to the commander that he was gentalman’s gentleman to the god
of the sea, who desired an interview. This accorded, the procession of Neptune from the forecastle at once commenced.
The triumphal car was a gun-carriage, drawn by half-a-dozen half-naked and grotesquely-paintcd sailors, their heads
covered by wigs of sea-weed. Neptune was aways masked, as were many of his satellites, in order that the officers
should not know who enacted the leading roles. The god wore a crown, and held out a trident, on which a dolphin,
supposed to have been impaled that morning, was stuck. He had aflowing wig and beard of oakum, and was, in all
points, "made-up" for Neptune himself. His suite included a secretary of state, his head stuck all over with long quills;
asurgeon, with lancet, pill-box, and medicines; his barber, with arazor cut from an iron hoop, and with an assistant,
who carried atub for a shaving-box. Mrs Neptune was represented by the ugliest man on board, who, with sea-weed
hair and a huge night-cap, carried a baby - one of the boys of the ship - in long clothes; the latter played with a
marline-spike, given it to assist in cutting its teeth. The nurse followed, with a bucketful of burgoo (thick oatmeal
porridge or pudding), and fed the baby incessantly with the cook'siron ladle. Sea-nymphs, selected from the clumsiest
and fattest of the crew, helped to swell the retinue. As soon as the procession halted before the captain, behind whom
the steward waited, carrying atray with a bottle of wine and glasses, Neptune and Amphitrite paid submission to the
former, as representative of Great Britain, and the god presented him the dolphin. After the interview, in which
Neptune not unfrequently poked fun and thrust home-truths at the officers, the captain offered the god and goddess a
bumper of wine, and then the rougher part of the ceremony commenced. Neptune would address his court somewhat as
follows: "Hark ye, my Tritons, you're here to shave and duck and bleed al as needsit; but you've got to be gentle, or
we'll get no more fees. Thefirst of ye as disobeys me, I'll tie to aten ton gun, and sink him ten thousand fathoms
below, where he shall drink nothing but salt-water and feed on seaweed for the next hundred years." The cow-pen was
usualy employed for the ducking-bath; it was lined with double canvas, and boarded up, so as to hold severa butts of
water. Marryat, in thefirst naval novel he wrote, says: "Many of the officers purchased exemption from shaving and
physic by a bottle of rum; but none could escape the sprinkling of salt water, which fell about in great profusion; even
the captain received his share. It was easy to perceive, on this occasion, who were favourites with the ship's company,
by the degree of severity with which they were treated. The tyro was seated on the side of the cow-pen: he was asked
the place of his nativity, and the moment he opened his mouth the shaving-brush of the barber-which was avery large
paint-hrush-was crammed in, with all the filthy lather, with which they covered his face and chin; this was roughly
scraped off with the great razor. The doctor felt his pulse, and prescribed a pill, which was forced into his cheek; and
the smelling-bottle, the cork of which was armed with sharp points of pins, was so forcibly applied to his nose asto
bring blood. After this, he was thrown backward into the bath, and allowed to scramble out the best way he could.”
The first-lieutenant, the reader may remember, dodged out of the way for some time, but at last was surrounded, and
plied so effectually with buckets of salt water, that he fled down a hatchway. The buckets were pitched after him, "and
he fell, like the Roman virgin, covered with the shields of the soldiers." Very unpopular men or officers were made to
swallow half apint of salt water. Those were good old times!

From Whymper, F. (c1880s). The Sea: Its Stirring Story of Adventure Peril and Heroism. London: Cassell vol. 1 pp. 229-

230. (Intheeditor’s collection.)

Sailorswill be sailor s - the demon drink

WEe'll givethe RAN abreak. Did you hear the one about the Kiwi and the Rastafarian? Not really history, but part of an
age-old saga between sailors and civilians at Fremantle. One of the sailors from NZ warship Canterbury was exchanging
pleasantries early June with a dreadlocked local lad in a Freo Irish pub and made the observation that stout was a* pissy” drink.
Jokingly came the reply that beer was ababy drink. Wham!!! Without any warning the sensitive Kiwi laid his new chum out
with aking-hit which cut his face open in two places. The offender said he was upset because he had recently been dumped by
his girlfriend. Not sure of the connection to suddenly thumping someone, but maybe she called him a baby. “We are not
impressed!” Said the dour magistrate and fined the interculturally challenged New Zealander $5,000 dollars, ordering him to be
detained until it was paid. The ship still had another week in port so the wayward matelot was allowed to stew for awhile,
but he captain of Canterbury ominously forecast that he would be further dealt with when he returned to the ship. This
probably meant that Babe's crewmates are still probably having a respite from all the worst jobs on the ship.
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On 15 August came another RAN leak that too many Oz sailors are overweight, much more so that their counterpartsin
the other services. “Tubs of Lard” said one cruel newpaper headline. Heavynessis now apparently interpreted in the navy asa
sign of personal weakness. It raises the question of whether our matelots are actually too fond of food, or is there another
more serious reason? On RAN vessels all sailors (not officers) are still permitted to drink two cans of beer aday at sea. The
navy confirmed with this writer that thisincludes crews on Collins subs. Maybe there is a relationship with fithess? What
does 14 cans of beer aweek do for the macho figure in the confines of anavy vessel? Indeed what doesit do for aformerly
alert macho brain. The hacknied navy excuse is that the drug is consumed off duty, but in this age when split second decisions
can mean the difference between life and death of alot of people, isit time all RAN ships became “dry” like in the USN.

Historically crews on RAN ships have consumed alot of alcohol. The ANMM’s magazine Sgnals earlier this year
revealed that the former crew of it’s recently acquired submarine exhibit were proud of the fact that they could stow so many
cases of beer in the aft torpedo tubes when putting to sea. Dare we ask if the continuation of similar practices at the end of the
twentieth century is an appalling example of self-enhanced vulnerability on the navy’s part? Can the nation still afford ayo-
ho-ho mentality in the running of its most expensive infrastructure?

Indonesian navy says“Hello Aussies’ in Darwin

A sobering report appeared in The Australian 13/7/99:4 which said that Indonesian navy personnel on Kri Teluk Bantem, a
former East German transport and landing vessel visiting Darwin had cocked and aimed weapons at Australian civilians
protesting dockside about mattersin East Timor. The incident had been witnessed by an Australian barrister not involved with
the protests. The reported reaction of Australian authorities was numbing. The Defence Department denied any jurisdiction
and an RAN spokesman said the ship was regarded as “ sovereign Indonesia’ and was therefore responsible to Indonesian law.
Darwin police investigated the matter but said there was insufficient evidence to take matters further.

Faster than a speeding M k48 tor pedo

At the end of the century the RAN has taken a historic step into the future (is that an oxymoron or tautology?) by leasing
a huge aluminium catamaran from its Tasmanian shipbuilders. HMAS Jervis Bay went on station at Darwin in anticipation
of possible involvement in UN activity involving East Timor independence. On shore an army brigade went on 28 days
standby notice should it be required by the UN. The 1st Brigade reportedly has 325 APCs, 53 Leopard tanks, 89 light
armoured vehicles, eight reconnaissance helicopters, 550 other vehicles and more than two and a half thousand personnel.
Sadly for King Neptune’s cohorts, East Timor is on this side of the equator. In early August areport came out that the US
marines were also going to get in on the act via Darwin, but this was very quickly denied in Washington.

Y ankstraditionally loved by Aussiesat Freo

Hot on the heals of the US restrictions on frozen lamb inputs Uncle Sam’ s oldest serving warship, aircraft carrier USS
Kitty Hawk called into Freo for aweek’ sR&R in late July after visiting Sadam. Never mind the recent economically
crippling trade bans on chilled lamb imposed by our strongest ally, regular doses of the TV program JAG and other mind-
numbing films featuring glamorised jet-jocks and the US Navy ensured an enthusiastic welcome by the citizens of Perth.

A couple of sunny dockside open days saw many thousands of people take up the invitation for tours of the ship and even
this cynic managed to succumb. On boarding everyone had to put bags etc through a x-ray scanner so that terrorist bombs,
grenades, machetes, pistols, sex toys and other undesirable weaponry could be detected, then the visitors were channelled
towards a souvenir sales section where various groups and squadrons on the ship had set up
about 50 metres of stalls selling Zippo lighters, caps, insignias, and $50 marble plaques
featuring the ship in profile. Hanging in the background was a huge banner with a snake and
the ship’s motto, “Don’t tread on me.”

There was no shortage of eager buyers for the naval bricabrac, who after being gently
relieved of their spare cash, were free to ogle at the weaponry. A Mk 12 torpedo specifically
designed to knock out subs after being dropped from a chopper was on show and seemed to
suggest that submarines might not really be worth the trouble of building anymore. About a
quarter the size of a Mk 48 a couple of men could probably lift it quite easily.

Air operations take place almost every day while the ship is at sea and the aircraft reveal it
from their appearance. Cracked fibre-glass nacelles, plenty of evidence of patch resprays here
and there, and in some presumably non-critical places, repairs with adhesive ducting tape and
globs of red epoxy putty. Make no mistake, these aeroplanes are worked hard in the interests
of peace, freedom and liberty.

One of the aircrew fending off dumb questions said he was still terrified of night landings and thought about 30 aircraft
were lost by the USN worldwide every year, but this particular carrier had only lost one in the past twelve months.  Still from
adistance they look great and would have done for any Hollywood epic. The pilot’s names and nickname' s were painted on
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the sides. One officer and gentleman by the name of Horstman was known as “Headless” Get it, the headless horseman.
Unfortunately it reminded me of the waving figure on the pontoon in Catch 22.

USS Kitty Hawk is named after the Wright brothers’ famous aircraft. It was commissioned in April 1961 and is home for
5,000 personnel. Diesel powered with four screws, it’s fuel tank holds 15,200,000 litres. When underway at 77> kph it
gobbles up 418,000 litres per day, which in part explains why the US is so interested in who controls the oil fields of Arabia.
In 1961 it cost about $370.5 million to build and has since voyaged nearly 3.8 million km. Now thisworks out at alittle
under $100 a km over time, plus fuel and running costs. Cheap already aready! The USN has 12 carriersin service, most of
which have called in to Fremantle at one time or another. A publicity leaflet handed out on the ship called the port
Freemantle. They’ll get it right one day. PW

Significant NZ history ship tracesbob up in WA

On 29 January 1840 HM S Herald cruised into Waitangi carrying battle hardened Captain William Hobson. He was Queen
Victoria s Governor of New Zealand. On 5 February the Treaty of Waitangi had itsinitiation ashorein alarge tent.
Subsequently HM S Herald under a Captain Nias and with the assistance of a Mgjor Bunbury transported the document to
other regions, ultimately collecting the signature marks of more than 500 chiefs.

In 1858 Herald under Captain Henry Denham was on a hine year survey voyage and ran aground in Shark Bay (WA) while
looking for a suitable site for anew convict establishment. The ship was lightened and 16 tons of stone ballast temporarily
put overboard in shallow water. Not all was recovered and this year local fisherman Dennis Hoult directed a party of amateur
researchersled by noted WA maritime writer Hugh Edwards to the site. Photos of Edwards, local shire president Les Moss,
the site and a drawing of the ship appeared in The West Australian 24/7/99. The stones are to featurein adisplay in anew
museum and visitor centre to be built at nearby Denham next year. Some samples have been sent off for analysis. HMS
Herald was built in Cochin, Indiain 1822. During another adventure it transported the Bounty descendants from Pitcairn to
Norfolk Island.

William Dampier collection in WA for tricentenary celebration

A wonderful exhibition of 23 WA plant specimens collected and pressed by William Dampier during his second visit to
north west Australia opened in Perth early August. These were rescued by Dampier when Roebuck foundered off Ascension
Island in 1701. With the display thereis also the only known example of aletter written by him and some of his drawings of
NW fauna. Jointly sponsored by the WA Herbarium and the WA Museum, they are on display at Francis St. Perth until
October 1. The collection has been |oaned by The Sherardian Herbarium at Oxford University. Botanists collected a set of the

same plants from the Shark Bay region during the commemoration activities.

[llegal immigrants, shanghaiing, and all that...

During 1998, aletter came to the Dungog Historical Society from awriter in Y orktown, Virginia USA, who was
transcribing and researching his grandfather’s ‘journal’ and wanted to verify some of the narrative therein which referred to
Dungog. Readers may not need any help with Y orktown, Virginia, but Dungog? Well, Dungog is along-established rural
community in the Upper Williams River Valley which is part of the Hunter Valley in NSW - with Newcastle as the port.

The grandfather was a sailor, first in the US Navy, then on commercial sailing vessels from 1907 to about 1915. Hefirst
visited Australia as a crewman on the battleship USS Virginia in 1908 when Teddy Roosevelt sent the ‘ Great White Fleet’ on
an around the world cruise. He made two additional visits asacommercial seaman in following years. He had little formal
education and between his poor penmanship and arandom approach to spelling any particular word, his grandson “felt more
like a cryptographer than a biographer” when trying to transcribe the journal. The passage sent to meisasfollows and | have
been particular to make an exact copy of it here:

we Set Saile & Sailed Dew South to a bout the antartic circle than we hit the trade winds witch flowsin one
driction ale the Time it is called Runing the eastern down this trade wind will blow you Strait to MelBurn
Australiathe first land we sighted was Kings Island & next was Tasmania alarge Island South of australia We
were heading Straight for Bass Strait it isa Varry Rockey strait but we had a good fair wind & sailed strait through
it the CaPt had bin through it Several times after getting through the Strait we headed UP the Coast to New Castle
Australiain 2 days we landed in New Castle OK | had signed on board the ShiP for the round triP & | could not
leave the ShiP till we got back to England that isto get my Money & discharge but | could run away from her &
leave all my money on board so | made uP my mind | would do the later So in the mean time we had on board the
ShiP 6 Y ong Rushion Fins boys al Under 19 yrs of age When we left england these boys Could not SPeeP one
word of Inglish so | lernt them quite a bit on our way over to australia so now | saw a Chance to make some
money of of them they all wanted to leave the ShiP & get a JoB in this country so | Knew of a Rushing
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Setelement uP a bout Dungory New Soutb Waales back in the country from New Castle | Knew the farmers would
Pay 10# a Piece for the boys for they could not leave if they did the Cusstum offers would Pick then uP & sned
them back so | got them all lined uP one & Packed all of our Seabags & it was my turn to night watch so | had a
caB to cometo the end of the WarPh at 1100 Pm so we all Sliped of & get in the CaB & took us all 25 mile back
in the Country & we lay for afreight train on the Motelin & Dungog RR we Cought it be fore day light & got to
dungog be fore noon the next day we hid out in the woodstill eving & | went & saw a big farmer who had alarge
Orange Orchard & hetole me he would give men 60# for the boys & give them agood home so | SliPed them in
after dark | got on atrain & went back to New Castle & got the first boat out for Sidney the next day | arived in
Sidney | tried for aJoB & Could not find any so | thought | would go in to the Shang Highing Business on my
own so | looked around & found sevrel ShiPsthat was leaving for diferent foren Ports so | loooked for gang foren
sailors who was trying to get to the States like My self so | met one & told hime | could get him a ShiP So he
said if he could geet a ShiP going to the States he would give me 5# so | took him on board of an english bound
for Lver Pool & the CaPT Paid me 5# for him & his 5# made me 10 # witch is $50.00 in our mone

| was able to confirm that there is arailroad from Maitland to Dungog. The line opened in August 1911 so the journal
was referring to events later than this date. Also, there was a great number of renowned orange orchards in the country south
and south-west of Dungog, and this area was settled by numerous immigrants of German origin. A long-time resident of the
district could only recall one person of Russian nationality, an old man who lived alone, hermit-like, in aremote hut. The
‘young’ illegal immigrants do not appear to have stayed for any length of time in the Dungog area and must have moved
elsewhere for work, such asin the industries at Newcastle.

Other ‘illegal immigrants' did cometo this area and former seafarers were in this class of people. For example, recent
letters to the Society from awriter searching ‘family history’ have enabled us to piece together the story behind alarge model
of asailing ship with a Swedish flag in the Museum collection. A model of a Swedish sailing ship does seems out of place
in adairying and timber-getting area’ slocal history museum! Apparently, early in the century, a Swedish sailor who left his
ship in Adelaide eventually came to Dungog and married here. He died while still relatively young and before he died, built
this model of his ship and raffled it, to raise some money for his soon-to-be-widowed wife. The descendants of the family that
won the raffle donated the model to the Museum some years ago, without knowing anything of its provenance.)

The part of the journal quote about shanghaiing isinteresting. The port of Newcastle has a history of shanghaiing - of
unscrupul ous boarding-house keepers or other rogues who got men drunk and then aboard a ship outward bound for a remote
country, for afee. Notorious characters with names like ‘ Black Jack Harris' are the stuff of local legends. But this seafarer
provides another insight into the activity - a man wanting to get to a particular country paid him to get him aboard an
appropriate ship; the captain of a ship going to adifferent destination paid him to find a crewman; our seafarer is paid twice,
the captain gets a man; but the man doesn’t get directly to his chosen destination! By the time the new crewman realised that
he had been tricked, he was, no doubt, well at sea. That seems anew slant on ‘shanghaiing’.

The expression ‘Russian Fin' was unfamiliar to me until recently when | read an account of the drowning of aforeign
sailor who went for a swim off the beach at Newcastle in 1902. (Newcastle Morning Herald 10 March 1902). He was from
an American ship; his namewas V. Kaljalainer and in the account of the fatality, he was referred to asa‘Russian Finn’.

The grandson in hisletter to us, said that the seafarer’s own children considered the stories mere tales, but when he
investigated the journal content he found that almost everything could be verified.

Anitem in thelast Quarterly Newsletter of interest hereis the new Perth memorial to Australian nurses murdered on
Bankalsland in 1942. Sister McClade ME, who was among the victimsis remembered on awar memorial at Wallalong, near
Maitland. Sister McClade was from one of the Lower Hunter River’s pastoral families.

Newcastle has a handsome memorial to merchant navy men whose lives were lost off the coast on three torpedoed BHP
ships, Iron Chieftain, Iron Crown and Iron Knight, during World War Two. The memorial was erected in 1994 on the
waterfront and each year in early June a special ceremony of remembranceis held. Previous to the establishment of this
memorial, a service was held each year at the BHP wharves where amemorial plaque had been erected on awall.

Readers may be interested to know that helicopter support for marine pilot transfer is undergoing atrial period in the Port
of Newcastle. Since about 1812, pilot transfer at Newcastle has been by boat, so thisis a remarkable shift in procedures.
During 1999, the Port of Newcastle is celebrating 200 years of commercial shipping activity. Thereis evidence that small
boats took coal from Newcastle to Sydney in 1798 and early 1799, and a letter dated 8 September 1799 in Historical Records
of New South Wales indicates that ‘a ship lately returned to Bengal loaded with coals, and it gave no small satisfaction to
every person interested in the prosperity of the colony to see thisfirst export of it’. 1n 1999, coal at the rate of about 70
million tonnes per year is being exported from Newcastle. Cynthia Hunter, Raymond Terrace, NSW. (Cynthiaisa
NSW councillor for the AAMH.)

The Quarterly Newsletter - The Australian Association for Maritime History is a forum for news, comment and opinion on matters
involving maritime history. Contributions are always welcome. Views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the Australian
Association for Maritime History. The editor is Dr. Paul R. Weaver, 23 Waddell Road, Palmyra, Western Australia 6157. Email
pweaver@starwon.com.au Next publication date will be the 30th November 1999. Material for inclusion should be sent directto the
editor well prior to this date and should carry the author’s signature. Enclose a stamped addressed envelope for return of material.
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