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Sorry, no news received from the SA Executive

Not sure what the status of The Great Circle is, but hopefully it will be in your mailbox soon.

Editor persuaded to go online

Yep, I have succumbed against my better judgment, to rejoining the greatest time consumer ever devised by humans.  At
the urgings of our SA executive in March I started using the pre-paid disks sold by Telstra Big Pond but had a lot of trouble
getting the system to run consistently in spite of many suggestions from the polite technical support people.  As a result of
my frustrating experience I have developed much sympathy for those poor souls still trying to sort out software problems for
the over-the-horizon Jindalee radar project and the Collins submarines.

I recently changed service providers and found an instant improvement.  Personal service, better selection of browsers and
other software, and much cheaper too.  $115 for 6 months access, 2 hours per day, which can be extended by paying extra.
Client to modem ratio is about 8 to 1 with several Cisco servers, which is also pretty good.  In the fullness of time the
AAMH may even have a Webpage.  We’ll let you know.  Meantime my new email address is pweaver@starwon.com.au
however, a word of warning, I do not look at it every day, so snail mail could be more reliable for important stuff.  For
example when my former Big Pond account went belly-up on April 19 I have not been able to view email sent to it since
then, and Telstra have not responded to complaints.  (The AAMH executive have the new address)

For members who are contemplating going on the internet but need advice, I suggest they visit their newsagent and get
hold of an inexpensive Australian magazine Internet.au. It carries comparative listings of Australian internet service
providers for each state (ISPs) plus heaps of useful, well written information; and a disk of free software catering to both Mac
and PC users.  I would like to compile a list of members’ email addresses, so please send me a hello message.  It’s lonely out
here.

Log of logs Vol 3

Ian Nicholson advises thatLog of Logs. Volume 3 with some 8000 more references to voyage logs, diaries and narratives,
is now with the printer.  Release of the new book is expected by 1 July 1999, with the price of the softback edition likely to
be at least $50 plus postage.  Pre-publication orders and payments will be accepted now for only $45 which will ensure a
post-free copy promptly when available. Please send to:  I. H. & B. M. Nicholson, 18 Wunnunga Cres, Yaroomba, Qld,
4573. A limited number of hardcover copies are expected to be available some months after the initial release, - price to be
advised - but those interested may wish to reserve their copies now.

Help requested

Faye Heany is researching convict ships Navarinoand Gilbert Henderson and would like to link up with others researching
them.  PO Box 90 Oak Flats. NSW. 2529.  Email.  ofpob90@bigpond.com
B. Warnock is writing up Sydney monuments and seeks the name of the ship which brought out the Hyde Park  statue of
Captain Cook. (Unveiled 25 Feb. 1879.)  Ph 99871 6995.  3/324 Marsden Rd. Carlingford. 2118.
J. Highfield seeks illustrations of convict transports Broxbornebury (1814); Larkin (1818); Ocean 2 (1819) and Daphne
(1819).  Unit 19, 14-18 Ross St. Glebe. NSW. 2037. 
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Ice breaker update and leak

In the March newsletter there was a piece on Australian and JA icebreakers with the line:  “In October 1998 chartered
Norwegian ship Nella Dan became stuck in pack ice for 47 days with an Australian expedition on board.”  An initial rescue
attempt undertaken by another icebreaker Icebird was aborted, but several Australians were air-lifted off.  Shiras eventually
came to the rescue and freed Nella Dan in December that year.”  The year should have read 1985.  Sorry ‘bout that.

Aurora Australis, which had a series of delaying incidents in 1999 eventually got underway early March after six weeks
of engine repairs at Fremantle.  As the ship rounded Rottnest Island and headed southwards, everyone breathed a sigh of relief,
but not for long.  *@!8&#% cried some frustrated soul as orders came to turn the ship and head back once more.  All that
time alongside the dock and someone had forgotten to load six bags of mail for the folks at Mawson.  A rendezvous was made
with a helicopter near Rotto and the unlucky ship once again got under way.  Officials prayed the embarrassing news wouldn’t
leak out, but it did.

HMAS Sydney inquiry

In late February an extra volume of submissions to the Joint Parliamentary Inquiry was published.  In all the published
submissions amounted to 4709 pages.  There were also a number of confidential submissions not published.  Keeping track of
the material has been difficult, but a debt of gratitude is owed to Ronald Ziesler who privately has compiled a 170> page index
of all the volumes.  It so impressed the Joint Parliamentary Inquiry that it is to be published as an additional volume and
copies sent to everyone who made a submission.  It will also be tabled in Parliament.

Who owns the history of HMAS Sydney?

The submissions to the now ended inquiry revealed that many people in our nation are still grieving over the loss of
HMAS Sydney.  They also reveal that a deep bitterness has developed between some researchers who appear to have spent
much of their lives researching the subject.  Indeed if it were not for the umbrella of parliamentary privilege some accusations
and invectives which were hurled back and forth would possibly have resulted in defamation cases.  The conservative view is
that such emotion has no place in arguments about history, but the alternative view is that overall it has been a healthy
process which has provided much for future generations to consider.  Freedom of speech is a very uncertain thing in Australia,
and by no means enshrined as it is for example in the United States, so regardless of how worthy or not some material and
statements were, perhaps such unrestrictive processes should be applauded rather than condemned.

Some submitters have been very generous and provided substantial evidence to back up their assertions.  Less appealing
were those who made claims, but were either unwilling or unable to provide documentary evidence.  Statements that they once
had a copy of an important document, but it had been lost or filed away in some unretrievable place carried little credibility.
Sadly, self-aggrandisement was even apparent in a few submissions.

Conspicuous with many submissions was the total lack of objectivity.  All too often a scenario of remote possibilities
was presented as actualities, and for these people it seems there can never be other explanations.  They will go to their graves
believing they had identified the truth but no one wanted to listen.

Unappealing too was the behaviour of the Australian Defence Department (ADF) (Navy) which appeared to be playing
the role of devil’s advocate in its submission and therefore caused significant offence and distress in the wider Australian
community, and with it further damage to the Navy’s reputation.  In particular was its unwillingness to accept that the body in
the Carley float which drifted to Christmas Island had come from the battle scene.  The view defied the carefully considered
opinions of just about every other historian and scientist who has considered the matter over the recent decade.  The ADF
submission even suggested several unsubstantiated, even absurd alternatives, which the Inquiry committee was obliged to work
though, and with the assistance of more learned researchers, ultimately reject.  The Committee concluded that in all probability
the Carley float did come from Sydney.

Stinging criticism of the ADF submission came from the Committee which said it, “strained the bounds of credibility”
in suggesting that ‘the shoe... (on the corpse in the float) may have belonged to a merchant seaman from a merchant vessel
who could have been given the shoes as part of an issue of clothing after being picked up by a warship’ (p.117).  Evidence was
presented in other submissions that the shoe and overalls on the corpse were consistent with issues to some personnel on
Sydney.  The ADF also came in for strong criticism for blocking access to medical records by relatives of Sydney men, and
for conflicting statements over the content of records it held (p.127-9.  The Committee said it could determine no valid reason
why this stance had been taken, and that the action invited suspicions of a coverup, or indifference to the whole matter.  It
recommended that the Department of Defence provide families of those lost on HMAS Sydney with a copy of their relative’s
medical records, such as exist, if requested, and at no cost (p.129).

The final report (p.19) mentioned possibilities in the search for further information.  Firstly the Admiralty issued an
order (4131) at the beginning of WW2 that a report involving loss or damage to any of HM’s ships be deposited in London.
Such a report covering the loss of Sydney has not yet been located.  Secondly, there was a 75 year closure on some
correspondence between Churchill and Roosevelt relating to late 1941, but this was lifted in 1998.  Even so there were two
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exclusions from this material which involved Japan.  The report (p.20) says it is reasonable to assume these withheld
documents have no connection with Sydney.  This may be so, but the assurance cannot be confirmed until 2016.  A
recommendation was made for a search of the Public records Office in London for a report on the loss of Sydney, and for a
medical autopsy on the Christmas Island body.

In all the Inquiry made 18 recommendations which are presented here in abridged form.  The full report can be
downloaded from the official website:  http://www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/jfadt/syd

1.  The Australian Government review the Archives Act 1983 with a view to providing public access to all WW2 material.
2. A search be undertaken by the government for a Board of Inquiry report into the sinking, at the London Public Records

Office.
3. Two Carley floats with the WA Maritime Museum be subject to scientific examination cooperatively between the WA

Maritime Museum and the Australian War Memorial.
4. The Australian Government determines if records relating to a coronial inquiry exist at the London Public Records Office.
5. The Australian Government funds an assessment of the Christmas Island cemetery and provides funds for restoration and

maintenance.
6. Federal Government agencies attempt to locate the grave and exhume the body for identification.
7. Christmas Island Shire Council be consulted, and prior attempts made to contact relatives of persons buried in the old

European section of the graveyard.
8. The Department of Defence to provide medical records of Sydney men to relatives as requested.
9.  If there is a positive ID of the remains, that next of kin be involved over subsequent matters. That the grave be marked

and treated with appropriate respect if the quest is unsuccessful.
10. The RAN sponsor a seminar on the search area for the two ships, involving as many as possible researchers and groups.
11. That preliminary surveys be undertaken after the search area is more accurately defined.  26˚ 32’- 34’S, 111˚E was

suggested as a logical starting point for Kormoran.
12. The HMAS Sydney Foundation Trust and the Australian Government negotiate a Memorandum of Understanding

governing the search and protection of the wrecks.
13. The Australian Government provide an initial grant of $100,000 to the HMAS Sydney Foundation Trust for activities

associated with defining the search area and preparation of a report on expenditure; and that the Australian Government
match on a dollar for dollar basis moneys raised through public subscription, up to two million dollars.

14. If the wrecks are in Australian waters they be protected under the Historical Shipwrecks Act; and that a zone of protection
be created around them.

15. Consultation to take place between the WA Maritime Museum and the HMAS Sydney Foundation Trust about a
management plan for the wrecks, and to consult with the RAN and other community groups and stakeholders.

16 The Commonwealth and WA Govts to jointly fund construction of a memorial at Fremantle for dedication on 19
November 2001.

17. The RAN create a research grant in the name of HMAS Sydney II and its crew to the value of $50,000 per year in support
of research into Australian naval history.

18. The Department of Defence coordinate a commemorative service for HMAS Sydney at the site of the wreck (if
determined) and at the new Fremantle memorial; and in Sydney.

----------------
The enormous quantity of information generated over the incident is daunting, and confusing.  All manner of agendas can

be identified when one starts looking for “the truth.”  Some people have contempt for the Germans, some for the Japanese,
some for the British, some for the bureaucracy.  Some academics despise amateur historians, some amateurs despise academics,
some academics despise other academics and some amateurs hate other amateurs.  Some historians have reputations to defend,
others want to build their own.  Some are mere pawns who are obliged to take all the flack instead of their anonymous
government controlled masters who must have vetted what was presented.  Some people even hope there is a buck to be made.
In this business, as Mulder said in the X Files, “trust no one.”

So what can any beginner be told about the incident and its many unanswered questions which have generated such a
furore, and arguably qualifies it as the most significant 20th century event in Australian maritime history?

It can be said with relative certainty that the two ships engaged in a battle of the WA coast on or about 19 November
1941, and that no crew from HMAS Sydney survived to tell their story.  In contrast there were many survivors from HSK
Kormoran and as prisoners of war they provided the main, and officially accepted description of events.

The first obvious question which arises is how reliable were their accounts?  Do POWs go out of their way to tell the
truth to their enemies?  Undoubtedly the task of disguised raider Kormoran was to sink allied merchant shipping, either by
direct engagement, or by laying mines.  It’s commander and crew were highly experienced, and successful at their work.
While the ship was disguised as a merchantman, “rules of war” apparently obliged it to show its official (German) battle flag
before engaging in a hostile act of war against an enemy.  An argument is that if this did not happen, then a war crime was
committed and its Commander Detmers and his officers should have been tried appropriately.  If the flag was run up even a
second prior to the first shot being fired then there was no war crime.  Theoretically Kormoran was no match for the faster
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Sydney. Sydney’s guns could have enabled it to safely stay well out of range, but Kormoran had underwater torpedo tubes and
the German account is that Sydney was stuck by a Kormoran torpedo and then heavily shelled. If Kormoran got the first shot
in with its torpedo, considering the run-time of the torpedo, did Kormoran run hoist its battle flag when it was launched, and
then Sydney did nothing?  Sydney’s Captain Burnett was by accounts experienced and astute, therefore was he the victim of
German deception, or was the sun in his eyes?  Was it both?  Would any warship approach an enemy with the sun in the
background?  In a desperate wartime situation, which Detmers certainly was when discovered by Sydney, was he justified in
using every trick in the book, or should he have been more honourable?  For a long time it was believed the Kormoran
torpedo tubes were at ninety degrees to the hull, but a year or so ago a former crew member suddenly contradicted this with a
claim they were angled astern.  To the uninitiated it might seem a minor matter, but it was a significant revision of the
purported battle scenario which seems to have been accepted by all and sundry with hardly a murmur.

If a war crime was committed then there is an implication that allied
authorities were negligent in detecting it, or worse, turned a blind eye and
then conspired not to see justice done against the perpetrator of what was
the RAN’s worst disaster?  Did Detmers have old chums in naval
Australia?  Certainly he and his fellow officers had been feted by all and
sundry during a 1930s goodwill visit to Western Australia by the German
Navy.  Was Detmer’s interrogation by the RAN on a parallel with that of
other German officers?  Did the army apply more rigour with its
interrogations?  Was there any animosity between the navy and army?

Why was it, even during the recent inquiry, that private researchers
have experienced so much difficulty in obtaining access to relatively
innocuous files?  Have some published researchers, through the privileged
access they obviously have had to certain material in years past, been the
unwitting agents of another agenda?  Why is it too, that so many old
timers who are sought out by modern researchers allege that they have had
visits from security personnel in the not so distant past warning them to
keep their mouths shut?

The Admiralty demanded there had to be an official inquiry into the
loss of warships, but where is the record of it?  Plenty of people have
searched, but all that can be found is a tenuous mention of it in another
document.  Could the loss of something so critical have been accidental? 

Some people allege that the Germans, knowing that a war crime had
been committed, conspired to eradicate any survivors, particularly with the
use of a motor torpedo boat.  The recent Parliamentary committee took
pains to emphasise there is no evidence for this, and said that it is
unlikely such a secret could have been maintained by so many for so long.
Could German ex-servicemen deny atrocities for so long?  Do any people
who commit atrocities readily admit it?  Are German mind sets and
military culture akin to Australian?  Remember, these are only questions.

Where were the bodies, both of the Australians and Germans killed
in the battle?  There was some pretty intensive searching going on at the
time.  Were they all gobbled up by sharks as has been alleged by one
prominent historian, or has been alleged by another, did the bloated
corpses drift en-mass to the Australian coast and present the Australian
authorities with such an appalling task that the cleanup was left to nature?

Why too did an object from Sydney drift up on the east coast the following year when the Carley float with its wretched
occupant drifted northwards?  On this at least we do know the answer, there are indeed two opposing currents, south flowing
inshore thence towards eastern Australia, and the other further out to sea flows northwards towards Christmas Island, thence
westward to Africa.

Was the meeting of the two ships accidental, or the subject of Admiralty direction?  Was the departure of troopship
Aquitania delayed in Singapore so as to ensure Kormoran could be lured into a trap when it came south?  Did the Admiralty
withhold information which could have saved Sydney.  In this respect did the Admiralty later orchestrate a subsequent coverup
to protect the reputation of its elites because things went wrong?  What is the significance of the Admiralty message shown
on this page?  Sent on the 23 November a few days after the encounter it was a response to a signal sent from NZ on the 21st
which in turn had been stimulated by a much earlier signal from SS Camillo sailing between Gilbert and Phoenix Islands, SW
of the Japanese mandated Truk.  The sighted vessel was sailing westward, but there continues to be a vigorous denial from
some prominent historians that Kormoran (Steermark) was in the Pacific at that time, and the Germans haven’t admitted it.
German survivors had bottles of Japanese long-life milk in a lifeboat.  Where did it come from?  Truk, or a rendezvous?  Did a
submarine assist Kormoran?  Some people think it was Vichy-French or Japanese, or instead was it transferred pre-war to the
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The ftext reads:  To C.O.I.S. (R) N.B. 148 N.Z.N.B. 732 from
ADMIRALTY:  YOUR 2359Z 21st. VESSEL WAS NOT
REPETITION NOT RAIDER ‘C’ DESCRIPTION APPEARS
TO FIT RAIDER ‘G’ NUMBER 41. BELIEVED TO BE
‘STECAREERMARK’ OF HAPAG LINE 9,400 TONS 524
FEET LENGTH. RAKED SEMI MAIER BOW. SEMI CRUISER
STERN. FLUSH DECKED FROM BREAK OF FORECASTLE
TO STERN. 2 MASTS, FAIRLY FAT ROUND FUNNEL
CLOSE ABAFT SQUARE BRIDGE SUPERSTRUCTURE. 4
PAIRS TALL TYPICALLY GERMAN SAMPSON POSTS, 2
FOREWARD 2 AFT, BUT THESE PROBABLY REMOVE OR
CUT DOWN.  GENERAL IMPRESSION SIMILAR TO
“ANTILLA” 1940 TALBOT BOOTH NUMBER 50.  LAST
LOCATED IN SOUTH ATLANTIC MAY 1941 WITH RAIDER
‘C’.



Germans as part of some diplomatic deal?  The rumours and theories persist despite the fact there has been no substantiating
evidence of enemy submarine involvement.  Indeed some people are openly hostile to those who pursue that line.  Their
evidence to the contrary, they say, is absolutely irrefutable.

Immediately following the loss of Sydney, confusion swept through the Australian authorities.  Strict censorship was
imposed as the word spread.  Was it justified?  After all, those were desperate times.  Everyone knew it was only a matter of
time before Japan entered the war.

A corpse in boiler suit and footwear of a type now known to have been worn by some personnel on Sydney was
recovered with a Carley float near Christmas Island several months after the battle.  The corpse was accorded a military burial
on Christmas Island, but the location of the grave is now uncertain.  The Carley float was of Australian manufacture and
similar to those known to have been carried on Sydney.  A modern drift card experiment has shown that it is possible for the
float and body to have come from the battle area.  Even so the Defence Department refused to accept that on the balance of
probability the body came from Sydney and attempted to introduce asinine conjecture as to where else the body could have
originated.  Why did they go to so much trouble to try and undermine what was a reasonable hypothesis, accepted by the most
authoritative researchers into the subject, and subsequently by the Parliamentary Inquiry.

Then there is the location of the wrecks.  They have never been publicly disclosed.  The RAN has repeatedly said it does
not know where they are, and yet has established it’s main submarine base a short distance away from the theorised location,
furthermore the US submarine communication base established at even closer Exmouth by a paranoid America in the cold war
seems not to have made its business to identify every ship sized chunk of metal within cooee.  Why have neither navy not
made it their business?  It defies credibility that no one did a comprehensive survey within such close proximity.

To compound the confusion a technologist claimed in a submission to the Inquiry he he has invented a secret device
which can precisely discriminate any type of material, metallic or organic on deep ocean floors by their resonance, and claims
to have identified three ship-like objects including a possible submarine on the bottom off the northern Abrolhos Islands.  Is it
possible to make sodden organic material of any type, even wood, resonate at any time?  Can it be possible to determine the
composition of an exotic metal deep under from a “black box” in a swift moving aircraft.  Stealth technology in reverse, or is
it in the realm of the diving rod?  The claims appear to have had no technically-minded challengers.  Why not?  What would
be the significance if it turns out there are wrecks at those locations, not only for historical researchers but for the integrity of
submarine defence systems all over the world?  Is there a rat to be smelled anywhere?

It has also been rumoured that navy divers have visited the allegedly deep wrecks in association with Americans, but this
is denied.  A particularly grisly rumour about one of the holds of Kormoran has also circulated in the past, but like so many
aspects in the whole business, no supporting evidence has been uncovered.  How do such rumours start?  Are they
mischievously fabricated, or is it possible there is something in them?  Will we ever find out?  So many questions and so few
reliable answers.

The nation needs to consider if the recent inquiry has dealt with the loss of all those young men adequately enough to
put the entire matter to rest, or has it simply been a prelude to more probing inquiry in the future?  At least one group is
lobbying for such an inquiry to be conducted jointly by the Army, RAAF and Navy; and their comments are located elsewhere
in this newsletter.  Paul Weaver Fremantle.

Endeavour CD ROM - road test

Endeavour: Captain Cook’s Journal 1768-71 is a CD ROM version of Cook’s diary description of Endeavour’s visit to
the Pacific Ocean, including New Zealand and the east coast of Australia in 1771.  The CD is a joint publication of the
National Library of Australia and the Australian National Maritime Museum.  The diary, which resides in the National Library
is presented on the disk page by page in facsimile.  Corresponding with each page is the annotated version of the voyage by
Beaglehole, and the user is able to flip back and forth between each at will.  A major setback with the disk as a research tool
is that neither version can be cut and pasted to another document, nor printed out.  However, there is a small selection of
articles suitable for school projects which can be printed.

An index enables a variety of subjects and specific dates to be identified, and a “bookmark” system enables any specific
page in the stack to be refound should the reader so desire.

Like so many educational CD ROMS the project has clever gimmicks arguably intended to enhance the interest of the
user.  Ship’s bells, creaking rigging, sailors singing shanties and so on accompany a variety of screen displays which the user
learns to navigate mostly by trial and error, which is part of the fun.  At first exposure these effects are interesting enough, but
for this user soon lost their appeal and became tedious.  There is a volume control which comes up on the screen as a ship’s
wheel, and by using the mouse, this can be spun back and forth.

Some of the other displays are quite innovative because as Quicktime images they can be manipulated by the user.  For
example one which is a view from the deck of the Endeavour replica, can be moved with the mouse to provide a 360 degree
deckside view of modern Sydney Harbour.

The availability of Cook’s diary in facsimile is of obvious interest to the serious historian because the original is
deemed pretty precious and well and truly locked away in it’s humidicrib.  Indeed one wonders if the original would now be
better put up for auction and the millions raised used for other things?
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The other aspects of the disk, being as clever as they are, perhaps will have most appeal to young people or those totally
uninitiated in any aspect of Cook’s voyages.  The developers may groan at the prospect, but perhaps there is a case for
developing somewhere down the track a version orientated towards more serious scholars. 

The disk’s plastic case contains a 16 page information booklet about some of the subjects covered on the disk.
Considering the price of the package, and the number of people listed in its credits, it is a pity something more substantial
was not developed.  There is also some outdated terminology used by the anonymous author.  For example William Dampier
gets a mention and is described as an English pirate, and native peoples are lumped together as if they were objects, viz “the
Aboriginal people” or “the indigenous people of the Pacific.”  A few minor typos also exist.

The computer used for the test was Macintosh Performa 5260/120 (Power Mac) with 16 MB of RAM and running
System 7.5.3.  The Endeavour disk comes with a copy of Apple’s Quicktime 3.  This is pretty useful for other things too
because this application’s sound and video plug-ins are fast becoming a standard requirement for more advanced WWW
downloads.  The Endeavour application ran as expected. Sometimes there was a jerkiness noticed in the sound but this no
doubt would be overcome by a faster CD drive on more modern machines.  Mine is x8.

The CD has the dual capability to run on IBM PCs and their clones, but in an exclusively Mac household this was not
tested. The high price ($94.95 posted) may prevent the disk getting into a lot of family homes, which is a pity if educating
our younger population is the primary motive for production.  By comparison the latest Disney movie on video tape costs
only $24.  Perhaps instead, the creators of the CD ROM are only aiming at the institutional market?  Rating:  3 anchors out

of 5.  PW cc

Naval conference in Canberra

Next month, 22-24 July the first King Hall Naval Conference will be held in the Telstra Theatre at the Australian War
Memorial, Canberra. The theme is ‘History, strategy and the rise of Australian naval power.’ The intent is to examine
maritime strategic issues at the turn of the century with particular reference to events which led to the creation of the
Australian Navy.  Conference sponsors are the RAN Maritime Studies Program the School of History, University College and
the Australian Defence Force Academy. Speakers include Professors Colin Gray, Jon Sumida, John McCarthy and Drs, John
Reeve, Nicholas, Tracy. John Mordike, Peter Overlack and Michael Evans.  Cost of registration was expected to be in the
vicinity of $120, but further information can be obtained from Mr Dave Griffin, King Hall History Conference, Naval History
Directorate, CP3-4-41, Department of Defence, Canberra. 2600.  Ph: (02) 62662654. Fax: (02) 62662782 or Email:
navy.history@dao.defence.gov.au

Flea market and garage sale finds

Eat your hearts out folks for this little batch of goodies discovered by the editor at throw out sales this year, none at the
same time:
1. A jaw of a baby dolphin or whale fetus with scrimshaw decorations of whalers at work
and the American whaleship Charles W. Morgan.  This old piece had been with a Perth
family for the past 40 years and had originally been bought at auction in New Zealand.

2. Two copper coins minted for the East India Company in 1808.  Arabic writing on one
side.  A small printed card says they were recovered in 1986 from the Admiral Gardner
which sank in the Goodwin Sands in the English Channel on 25 January 1809.

3. A small cache of 34 copper coins bearing the inscription VOC and of course minted for
the Dutch East India Company.  These apparently came from Java, not a WA wreck.  The
dates include 1795, 1790 and earlier.

4.  An image taken in Sydney of Rear Admiral Cyprian Arthur George Bridge RN, whom as
all the speakers at next month’s Canberra conference would know, was chief commander of
the squadron on the Australian Station from January 1895.  
Bridge apparently had little time for colonial viewpoints, “The only good way of dealing with
the local authorities is to firmly refuse to permit them to have any say as to the disposition or management of the squadron.
They understand firmness...”1

5.  For $3, a leather bound volume of Commonwealth Parliamentary debates 1922 Vol. C. pp 1313-2652.  The title page
bearing the penned inscription, “Hooray for the Bolsheviks, f... Bruce and his mob. F...”  p.2347> has a speech by Prime

6

1 Quote from Trainor, L. “British Imperial Defence Policy and the Australian Colonies, 1892-96.” Historical Studies.  Vol. 14, No.
54, April 1970. pp.204-218.

Rear Admiral Cyprian
Arthur George Bridge RN



Minister Hughes about a cable from the British PM Lloyd George on a decision to resist Turkish attempts to drive the allies
from Constantinople (Istanbul) “...and particularly, to maintain freedom of the Straits by securing firmly the Gallipoli
Peninsular.”  Britain wished to know if the Australians would participate.  The response was that Australia had no desire to be
dragged into such a conflict again and had not quarrel with Mustapha Kemal and his fellow Turks, but if the League of Nations
so wished, Australia would again stand beside Britain.  Hughs said that he had received a communication from the RSL that
while they deplored the idea of another war, they too would stand by another call to arms with unswerving fealty.  The Labour
party responded that it was concerned that there was danger of anarchy and revolution in Australia, and that the Australian
people should be consulted in the matter.

The Bruce mentioned in the scribbled inscription was Member for Melbourne and the Federal Treasurer.  In his 1922
budget speech he substantially reduced the monies allocated to repatriation of soldiers and other matters then said,  “We can
congratulate ourselves that, notwithstanding the unparalleled dislocation resulting from the war, and the world-wide depression,
we have come through the past year in a manner which shows the stability of our national finances.  Sounds vaguely familiar?

Significant engineering marvel found underwater at Port Gregory

In 1854 a 45 year old marine engineer William Bray worked on a wheel for a steam traction engine he built to replace
horse usage in Folkstone England, and of course the world.  Around the same time a new lead mine at Galina north of
Geraldton, Western Australia had a transport problem.

The British Company who ran the mine sent out to Port Gregory, on a ship Dazzler in 1859, at least one and possibly
three Bray Traction Steam Engines to set up a 4 trailer “road train” system to move lead from Galina to Port Gregory.  During
the unloading process, one of the engines slipped and fell over the side damaging the jetty.

It appears one engine did make it inland to Galina but was not successfully used as a prime mover because of the poor
road conditions.  About two years ago, Sunday Times motoring journalist John Cysdale, located the engine's cast belly tank
and later a front wheel.  For seven years he had been looking for the main wheel, which was of steel and measured 7'6" x 12"
with 14 spokes.

Reading about the jetty story I decided to check the seabed at Port Gregory and right where it should have been I
discovered a 14 spoke 7'6" wheel.  If this is the Bray Wheel we have in our area some of the parts of the first road trail
possibly in the world and from a time when Ned Kelly was in nappies.  The American War of Independence had not yet started
and it was some 30 - 40 years before the invention of the motor car. Could it be pre-vintage?  It makes my Austin 7 near new.
Max Cramer, Geraldton

Footnote:  Max is a well known pioneer SCUBA diver who has enthusiastically been investigating many aspects of WA’s
maritime history since the 1950s.  In 1996 he received formal recognition from the state government for his role in the
discovery of three ancient Dutch shipwrecks along the WA coast.  For several years Max had also involved himself in
developing a thesis for locating the 1875 wreck of the Austro-Serbian barque Stefano .  In 1997 he organised a private search
but was defeated at the last moment.  He graciously wrote in a report of his research:

“Three days before I was to leave in April 1997, I was working with a museum diving team at Port Gregory on a
separate project when I was to learn they had found the Stefano while searching for the Correo d Azur...I was not
upset by this as it was very doubtful I would have found it in the time I had allowed, which was 3 or 4
days...However as this was the Friday, I left as scheduled on the Sunday, and was able to visit the wreck site and
video underwater the scant remains that were left of the Stefano.”2

In late 1997 he was involved in locating a 1792 St Alouarn bottle on Dirk Hartog Island, prior to the WA Maritime Museum
taking over.  Subsequently, he says he has experienced difficulty in obtaining even a photograph of this material.
An amateur historian, Max was foundation chairman of the Geraldton Maritime Museum and still sits on its management
committee.  He is actively involved with the Batavia Coast Maritime Heritage Association, and the Geraldton Historical
Society, and is a staunch advocate for displaying a greater selection of material recovered from WA shipwrecks in appropriate
regional museums rather than them being hoarded at Fremantle.
The growth-covered wheel discovered by him at Port Gregory has since received attention form a metals conservationist from
the Fremantle Maritime Museum, who has attached aluminium anodes in the hope that resultant electrolysis over the next few
years will better facilitate recovery and conservation.  Max says the wheel should eventually be displayed at Northampton
Museum, which is near the abandoned Galina (Geraldine mine) on the Murchison River.

Cold winter nights - something to do with your hands

Members with a hankering to do some shipbuilding may like to consider some of the fine model kits which are about.  By no
means kid’s stuff, they come with an astonishing range of fine timbers, brass fittings and all sorts of other miniature stuff
which ensure that the finished product is the best that can be achieved.  Such period excellence in kit form starts at about $100
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but can go to $2,000.  Specialist Brian Forrester writes to tell us that he has a comprehensive catalogue and information
package which AAMH members are welcome to request.  His address: Modeller’s Shipyard.  PO Box 406. Nowra. NSW.
2541.  Ph. (02) 4421 4242.  Fax. (02) 4423 1692.

Boat people versus plane people

It seems there is nothing quite like the arrival of a bunch of dejected wretches arriving unannounced on Australian shores
to whip commercial-radio shock-jocks and the politicians they often influence into a lathered frenzy.  Usually the RAN gets a
good serve when in fact they have a pretty good record in apprehending vessels before a landfall is made.  Those boats they
miss make the biggest headlines, as for example with the case of a Chinese vessel beached at Scotts Head in NSW in April
allowing at least 59 illegal immigrants to temporarily scuttle into the bush.  An unrelated vessel was successfully apprehended
by HMAS Wollongong a few days later off the NW coast.  Being declared unseaworthy, the passengers were transferred the
next day to HMAS Roebuck Bay and their vessel sunk at sea.  In reaction, WA Premier Richard Court, who has no
jurisdiction in such matters, called for the creation of a US style coast guard and the increased activation of the Learmonth air
facility near Exmouth and the Curtin facility near Derby.  Both are controlled by the RAF and used as required.

Since 1988/89 around 113 boats of varying size are believed to have attempted similar efforts.  Of these about 100 were
detected at sea.  In all about 3,373 persons from a diversity of countries were involved in bids to make a new life in the lucky
country.  To April this year only 623 had been granted permanent residency.  Aside from those still being processed, the
remainder had been returned to their country of origin.

A far more significant problem is the number of illegal immigrants from countries such as Britain and the USA, who
arrive under the pretext of being visitors and then stay.  The Department of Immigration estimated that in 1997 there were
about 51,000 such people involved and this was 6,000 up on the previous year.  Amongst the main offenders, about 11
percent originated from Britain, about 9.3 percent from the USA and about 6.9 percent from Indonesia.  It is thought about
one in four of such people had exceeded their stay by nine years. (WA 13/4/1999:9; 14/4/1999:32).

Then on 17 May came news of patrol boat HMAS Fremantle’s interception of a large cargo vessel near Sydney with
60> Chinese passengers, reportedly hidden in a shipping container buried under sand in one of the holds.  Must be more to
come. Sure enough on May 20 came news of an apprehension by HMAS Cessnock at Ashmore Reef. An “Indonesian” style
vessel with 2 crew and 7 cricket fans from the Indian sub-continent.  The previous day federal police took 20 “middle eastern”
people at Christmas Island.  All were sent to the Port Headland detention facility, bringing to 440 the number of people taken
off boats in the past financial year, substantially more than the previous one.  Meantime comes the news that a ship carrying
2,000> visaless Africans had departed Somalia for Australia in mid May, but had forcefully been turned around.  The
passengers had reportedly paid the equivalent of A$3,000 each.  That story quickly went very quiet.

Then a week later came the news that a ship had beached on Cape York and 70> visitors ran into the crocodile populated
hinterland.  It seems most quickly nipped back to the beach within a few days and were picked up by the authorities.  More
boats from the north were reported on their way as the newsletter went to press.

ANMM exhibitions

The Australian National Maritime Museum in Sydney is running some interesting exhibitions:  Until 17 October,
Whale Hunters of Indonesia, an examination of traditional methods which survive on Lamalera, eastern Indonesia.  Until 1
June 2000, A Window Back, being a collection of American whaling photos taken between the 1840s to 1920s.  Burns Philp,
island traders.  A display featuring some of the bricabrac acquired at auction by the museum when the old firm sold its Bridge
St, Sydney headquarters earlier this year.  Until 16 August 1999, Torres Strait Island Stories. A perspective of indigenous
island culture.  Until 31 October 1999, Ocean Planet is an environmentally orientated exhibition from the highly esteemed
Smithsonian Institution, but “customised” for Australian audiences by the ANMM.  Phone (02) 9552 7777 for further info
and admission prices on any of the above.

Chatham Islands (NZ) the place to be for Y2K

On 1 January 2000, roast lamb dinners with all the trimmings are sure to be all the go for the sheep rearing population
(750) of the Chatham Group, 860 km east of NZ.  While there are 10 islands, only two are populated, Chatham and the
smaller Pitt Island which usually has 58 inhabitants.

Pitt Island has been identified by someone with nothing better to do as the terrestrial place where the first photons from
Sol will strike for Y2K.  Eager Islanders are anticipating a lucrative rush of suckers, wallets bulging, to witness this orgasmic
event, and good luck to them too.  Actually the place to be will be atop the 231 metre high Mount Hakepa, so punters will
have to make an early start or camp out overnight.  Then there is the weather, check the latitude 44S, and hope there is a high-
pressure ridge passing.  Of course there are much better reasons for visiting the Chathams, the scenery and the people, and the
history.

Chatham Island is named for HMS Chatham, which under Lt. William Broughton visited in 1791 and taught the
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indigenous Moriori that British bullets were superior to Polynesian fish spears.  There is some upwelling of cold nutrient rich
Antarctic water in the region which generates a rich fishing resource.

Soon after Broughton’s visit sealers and whalers began plundering the sea mammals and interacting with the locals,
whose ancestors are believed to have arrived about 500-600 years ago.  However, the most significant disaster to befall the
peaceful Moriori was an attack by war parties from two Maori tribes in New Zealand.  In an action that rivalled anything
elsewhere in the Pacific by Europeans, the Maoris killed 300 islanders and enslaved the rest, perhaps 1,700 people.

The islands were annexed to NZ and Britain in 1842, and in 1870 Maori ownership recognised by right of conquest.  At
this time only about 90 Moriori of direct descent had survived the holocaust.  The last of these, Tommy Solomon died in
1933.  His life-size statue watches over visitors to Chatham Island.  Today there are about 50 people claiming partial Moriori
ancestry living on the islands, and some 1,100 in New Zealand.  The Moriori name for the islands is Rekohu.  Inspired by the
peaceful philosophy of an ancestral chief Nunuku, a local committee is organising events for 1 January with a theme
advocating world peace.  There will be a midnight ceremony, then another at sunrise where representatives of indigenous
peoples from around the planet will unite in an optimistic call for peace and goodwill, then start partying.  Could be a pretty
memorable day.

Stop press:  Fearing that they are in the place where the sun does not shine, the inhabitants of the Kiribati Group have
reportedly shifted the international date line eastward and now reckon they too will reap the rewards.  Should be a good party
there too.  Paul Weaver, Fremantle.3

RAN retirees take up pens against RSL leader

Following the ANZAC Day march in Perth, WA’s RSL President Ken Bladen in his speech criticised the Federal
Government for the current state of the defence forces and the inability of Australia to defend itself; the impact of a GST on
families and ex-service personnel; and the need to crack down hard on an escalating crime rate, drug dealers and importers.

Some ex RAN people were offended, claiming the comments were out of place, and took the opportunity via the local
press to attack Bladen.  A recently retired commodore alleged in a letter (WA 28/4/99:15) that about half the veterans attending
the Anzac Day ceremony left in protest.  Another navy man describing himself as a “chief radio supervisor (ret.)” said in a
letter on the same page that many members of the RAN Communications Branch organisation he was in were saddened by the
speech.  He also claimed that many of his colleagues walked off in protest before the speech was completed.  Later in the week
another man “ex RAN” said (WA 1/5/99:12) that he too walked off in protest at the remarks.  A spokesman for the Minister
for Defence said Bladen’s comments were ill-informed, (WA 26/4/99:1) which was surprising.  Mr Bladen is a retired Lt
Colonel and former member of Australia’s Special Air Service Regiment (SAS).  The paper published an equal quantity of
supporting letters for Bladen but none claimed service backgrounds in an attempt to boost their authority.  No complaints
from Army and RAAF ex-personnel appeared.  The RSL also received a flood of phone calls supporting Mr Bladen.  He told
the editor of the AAMH newsletter that his executive committee fully backed him and his remarks.

More information to consider about Duyfken history

The article "Getting up to speed on Duyfken history" in the AAMH Newsletter No. 74 (March 1999) makes the
important point that "The often repeated Eurocentric claim that Duyfken discovered Australia is misleading."  The Duyfken
1606 Replica Foundation is always careful to avoid making any such claim.  Duyfken made the first historically recorded
voyage to Australia.

However, from our point of view, the reasons why the claim of “discovery” is misleading are not exactly those proposed
in the article.  There are a few points of detail which invite some clarification.  Referring to a chart in the National Library in
Vienna, the article says is "purportedly copied from the Duyfken’s original".  Here is a translation of what the legend on the
chart says:

This map (“Pascaert” meaning a chart drawn with equal spacing of latitude and longitude) shows the routes taken by
the jacht Duijfien on the outward, as well as the return voyage when she visited the countries east of Banda.  But
Guli Guli on Ceran and Ceram, etc is after the survey drawn by Abraham Francken anno 1602, done 20th April, and
Nieuw Zelant with the Gunung Api east of there has been sailed about by Jasper Janssen de Jonge.

Abraham Francken was upper steersman on Duyfken on an earlier voyage of discovery. Nieuw Zelant is part of what we
now call Irian Jaya or New Guinea.

Much of the problem with understanding Duyfken ‘s voyages is the problem of what was meant by the various place
names.  Obviously Abraham Francken didn't think he was charting part of what we call New Zealand when he charted Nieuw
Zelant, but did Willem Jan szoon think that the land he called Nova Guinea was part of what we call New Guinea?  We cannot
prove conclusively that he did not think them the same land, but the untested assumption that Nova Guinea equals New
Guinea is far from safe.

Two inscriptions on the 1622 Hessel Gerritsz chart, mentioned in the March article, contain similar information to the
inscription on the Vienna chart:  “Nieuw Zeelandt east of Ceram was made for by Jasper Jansz de Jonghe, Duijefienslandt

9

3 Item inspired by Safe, M. “Millennium Mountain.” The Australian Magazine. 1-2 May 1999. pp.26-31.



across Kei and Aru, Moddereijilandt, the Vuijlebancken and coast from 9-14 degrees by J.Rosingeyn...” and, “the continuation
thereof, called here the coast of Nova Gvinea, was sailed along by Jan Rosingein”  (Translations from Schilder (1976) pp.47-
8).  Jan Rosingeyn, or Rosingein was the merchant on Duyfken in 1606.  The Gerritsz map in question was published before
the next known voyage to the area - Carstenszoon’s voyage of 1623.  The outline of the Cape York coast shown by Gerritsz is
more accurate than the one produced as a result of Carstenszoon’s voyage, showing Albatross Bay quite distinctly.

Note the clause, "...called here the coast of Nova Gvinea."  It is necessary because the coast in question is not shown as
part of New Guinea and it specifically refers to the coast from 9-14 degrees south, not land further north. Few 17th century
Dutch charts that I am aware of show the Cape York Peninsula coast joined to New Guinea, and those few that do are a
deception motivated by Carstenszoon’s unwillingness to investigate Torres Strait.

There were in effect two New or Nova Guineas.  One was the large island that we now know by that name, the other
was a theoretical island postulated by Biblical scholars as the source of King Solomon's gold.  The actual island of New
Guinea (as we call it) was not always referred to as New Guinea.  A Portuguese name was Os Papuas and that is the name used
on the Vienna chart for the part of Irian Jaya which was then known to be part of the island now called New Guinea.
Janszoon's instructions had him searching for a Nova Guinea other than the actual known island.  He was sailing "for
discovery of the Island called Nova ginnea, which, as it is said, affordeth great store of Gold" as the English Merchant John
Saris recorded at Bantam Java, in November 1605 (Purchas, S. (1905) Purchas his pilgrims.Vol 111:491).

Saris, through no real fault of his own is responsible for another confusion about Duyfken’s voyage.  In June 1606,
Saris noted the arrival at Bantam of Tinggal, the Indian skipper of a Javanese junk (jong).  Tinggal told him that the
"Flemmings Pinnasse" had returned to Banda having found "Nova Ginny... but in sending their men on shoare to intreate of
Trade, there were nine of them killed by the Heathens..." (Purchas 1905, 111:492)  That is the only contemporary source for
the story of nine men being killed.  Carstenszoon's expedition, when tracing Duyfken’s route along the Cape York coast
recorded:

On the 11th [of May 1623) we sailed close inshore past a large river (which in 1606 the men from the jacht
Duijffken went up with a boat, on which occasion one of them was killed by the projectiles of the natives), situated
in 11.48’S...

Only one man was killed on the Cape York coast, at that location at least, and equally importantly there is no mention
of "arrows."  The claim that Duyfken’s men were killed by arrows and therefore in New Guinea, not Australia, has no basis.
The story that Saris heard from Tinggal is not necessarily wrong.  It is possible that some men were killed when Duyfken
visited the Irian Jaya coast near False Cape on her return voyage to Banda.

Duyfken’s  course shown on the Vienna chart is a careful surveying expedition until Duyfken called at a place marked
Tiuri (the only settlement named on the chart) north of False Cape.  The Cape York coast was carefully surveyed - on the
evidence of Carstenszoon's expedition journal, at least one expedition up a river was undertaken by Duyfken's crew.  Islands in
Torres Strait were surveyed and circumnavigated (perhaps in the ship's boat).  Janszoon continued north across Torres Strait
until he reached an impenetrable barrier of reef.  Since Duyfken’s total compliment was normally twenty, it is unlikely that
such careful survey would have been undertaken with nearly half the men killed.  But after Tiuri Duyfken keeps well out to sea
and avoids closing with any coast, suggesting that she was voyaging under different circumstances.

There is good reason to suppose that Janszoon would have recognised Torres Strait as a strait.  He was obviously there
for sometime, he would have seen that during the northwest monsoon (when he was there) the current sets to the east and
therefore he would have seen that it could not be a river estuary since the current would be setting upstream, nor could it be a
bight since the current would have nowhere to go.

Carstenszoon and later Tasman were sent to investigate the apparent strait that Janszoon had found.  But both were
perturbed by the shoals and currents and kept well away, for which they were censured on their return.  Proof positive of the
separation between Cape York and New Guinea was not gained, but the assumption that such a separation existed is shown in
most Dutch cartography of the 17th century, Carstenszoon’s charts notwithstanding.

Janszoon would have been aware of geographic theory concerning Nova Guinea and would have understood it to be an
island separated from the Southland by a narrow strait or a part of the Southland.  He would likely have read, as Ortelius
inscribed on his world map of 1570, that it is not certain whether Nova Guinea is part of Terra Ausira/is or separated by a
strait (map and inscription reproduced in Jack-Hinton, C. (1969). The Search for the Islands of So/omon. pp 8-9), so he would
have understood that he was looking at a part of the southern continent, though not necessarily the mainland.

The idea of Janszoon mistaken, like Columbus, as to the true nature of the land he saw has considerable popular
resonance, but to characterise Duyfken’s navigators as mistakenly thinking they were charting our New Guinea and completely
unaware of the significance of their discoveries is to ignore a considerable amount of evidence to the contrary in favour of a
view for which there seems to be no reliable evidence.  Nick Burningham, Fremantle.

FMM gets a 20 million dollar boo$t

The Fremantle Maritime Museum received a pledge of 20.6 million dollars in the April announced state budget.  The
money is intended to fund the bold conversion of the western end of Victoria Quay into a tourism facility with maritime
themes.  These will include a purpose built building to house the Alan Bond/America’s Cup yacht Australia II and the
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decommissioned Australian submarine Ovens, which is now high and dry on the adjacent slipway which was shut down by the
government last year.  The yacht will be returned from Sydney’s National Maritime Museum after the next year’s Olympic
Games.  A purpose built souvenir shop is expected to do a roaring trade dispensing maritime history memorabilia.

For several years adjacent cargo sheds have held a rich collection of interesting old WA watercraft and associated
maritime bricabrac which have not really had the viewing exposure or conservation they deserve.  In addition there is a sizable
collection of important stuff not on display stored in warehouses in the metropolitan area.  Amongst this are materials relating
to the battle between HMAS Sydney and HSK Kormoran.  Carley floats, German lifejackets and other things which were once
on display at the associated Fremantle Museum, (Not to be confused with the Fremantle Maritime Museum, although both are
part of the Western Australian Museum conglomerate)  were removed from display a few years ago.  Material relating to the
Holocaust now is a main focal point in that room.

Duyfken skipper search

In May the Duyfken Replica
Foundation started advertising for a
skipper.  Must love the sea and sailing
ships, plus the repetitious questions of all
the landlubbers and dignitaries that will
come aboard.  Not sure if it is too late to
apply, but get in touch with the
Foundation, care of the Fremantle
Maritime Museum if you are interested.
On 20 May the last of the little vessel’s
masts was stepped.  On 25 May there was
a local press report and photo showing
part of 20 tonnes of 20kg  ballast pigs
being extracted from the museumised
submarine Ovens for transfer to the
Duyfken..  Soon it will sail north with
an intrepid crew to the places of the ever
rotating turnstiles.

Maritime artefacts reshuffled in WA

The state government has recently decided to move to Geraldton (WA) a stone portico which was recovered from the
Batavia wreck and became the focal point alongside the restored hull section of the ship at the Fremantle Maritime Museum.
Predictably, the decision has ruffled feathers amongst some museum staffers and civic beadles at Fremantle.

Geraldton historians point out that theirs is the closest city to the wreck site and that relics from it were being
accumulated there long before the Fremantle establishment came into being.  Besides, they have a nice little museum which is
part of the governing WA Museum and is well equipped to exhibit anything as well as the Fremantle facility.  They will also
have a new purpose-built facility for the portico at Geraldton.  The region has a burgeoning tourist industry, including dive
tours to the adjacent Abrolhos Islands and the Batavia wreck site.  Therefore by increasing the size of the Batavia exhibition at
Geraldton there is a substantially greater potential to bring economic benefit to the community, and in turn to the state.
Someone on high agrees.

Much change in wind for the port of Fremantle

The coalition government of WA, led by the Liberals has brought about substantial change in the state’s infrastructure,
particularly through privatisation of major utilities and services previously thought sacrosanct.  As a result there has been
enormous upheaval in the workforce, and in some cases efficiencies have suffered as the new owners come to the realisation
that things were not quite as simple as they seemed.

Now the coalition has turned its attention to the waterfront by announcing that it will allow a new, private port-facility
to be built in Cockburn Sound to operate in competition with the main facility at Fremantle operated by the Government’s
Fremantle Port Authority.  The news comes hard on the heals of an an announcement that a separate part of Cockburn Sound,
at Jervoise Bay, will be reclaimed to build a $200 million shipyard and marine industrial complex in anticipation of a
shipbuilding boom when the current global economic crisis is over.  In a bid to attract foreign interest, the state government
heavily promoted the project at the huge Offshore Technology Conference in Texas during April.

The decisions have outraged the environmental lobby which says the ventures are unnecessary.  Significant
environmental damage has already occurred in the sheltered waters through the dredging of seagrass beds and a multitude of
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other industrial activities.  In addition the Fremantle Port Authority has confirmed its facilities have the capacity to handle two
to three time the current trade levels.  Various parties have alleged that the private-port move is intended to thwart union
involvement on the waterfront, but this is denied by the government.  The unfolding saga will provide much material for
maritime historians in the future.

Memorial service for HMAS Westralia victims

On 5 April a memorial service was held at HMAS Sterling base (WA) for the four sailors tragically lost in the fire on
the oiler HMAS Westralia last year.  The general public were excluded.  A few weeks before, relatives of the deceased were
still criticising the navy in the media for the manner it handled matters following the fire.  The navy has been critical of the
media for this unwanted attention.

Navy heckles raised over HMAS Stirling proposal

Just when the navy PR people thought they could relax, another row has erupted.  This time over the shelf life of
HMAS Stirling.  The sailors nearly fell out of their hammocks in early May when the Liberal’s WA Planning Minister,
Graham Kierath told the Kwinana Chamber of Commerce that he favoured a shift of the navy’s general logistical operations
on beautiful Garden Island (WA) to the
proposed private port facilities at Jervoise Bay
on the mainland.  He proposed the shift would
be a gradual one over 10 to 20 years allowing
large-scale tourist developments to be set up.

The island near Fremantle/Rockingham
was first suggested as a naval base in 1826 by
James Stirling, but was only acquired by the
Commonwealth to be set aside for defence
purposes in 1915.  During WW2 it was used as
a training facility for clandestine operatives
such as Z Special Force; and other darker war
time activities which still remain secret.

HMAS Stirling is a post-war facility
having been planned and developed over the
past 30 years.  It is now the main base for Collins submarines.  When construction began the island had become a post-war
paradise for squatters who had built a range of shabby fishing shacks, particularly on the northern end of the island.  Less
obtrusive were organisations such as the sea scouts who camped for a few nights on a grassed area at the western end of the
island where the main RAN facility now is.  Tourists would also visit the island on weekends via a launch service which
operated from Palm Beach jetty, near Rockingham.  Civilians may still visit the island during daylight, but this has to be by
boat and of course only to the places on the island has not occupied by the navy.

The navy accesses the island is via a purpose-built traffic bridge, which in these days when “smart bombs” are
demonstrated every day on the TV news involving Serbia, one would suspect has to be something of an Achilles heal.
Similarly, while the lee of the island provides a magnificent deep water anchorage, large ships can only access this from the
north via a dredged channel which shares heavy merchant use by oil, grain and mineral carriers.  Presumably if one of these
was sunk by a mine, smart bomb or some other disaster in mid-channel it would act like a cork in a bottle.  Very small
vessels can negotiate the waters at the southern end of the island, but the draft in this narrow tidal race is shallow, more so if a
bridge span has been collapsed.  These dangers have been raised in the media in years past, but generated little concern.

Most married personnel live on the mainland in rented defence housing scattered throughout the shire of Rockingham and
commute to the island by private transport.  The island facilities have typical single-person accommodation blocks, messes,
stores and general purpose buildings, munitions magazines, a water filled submarine escape training tower, bunkering facilities
and several wharves; and of course the iniquitous sports oval.  The overall layout and especially the architecture might be
described as bleak and depressing.  However, this is offset by the native vegetation and fauna on the perimeters, which the
navy prides itself in looking after.  Highly venomous tiger snakes (Notechis scutatis), pythons, (Morelia spilota) and small
wallabies called tammars (pr. taymar) (Macropis eugenii) all lurk in the thick scrub, or as the early French mariners called it,
buache.  The snakes in particular can detect infrared from body-heat, and drop for drop the tiger snake venom is one of the
world’s deadliest.  The big pythons hunt the tammars.  The tammars in turn just love the many grassed areas, and visitors
should note those little brown things scattered everywhere are not chocolate coated peanuts.  Bats, lizards and birds comprise
the rest of the vertebrate population.

The wildlife has taken a beating at times, especially from traffic and occasionally through the actions of deviant
individuals.  The navy to its credit openly admits these problems in an environmental report, 1996-97 Garden Island and and
has taken significant steps to address them.
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First on the attack against Mr Kierath’s resort proposal was Rockingham Labour MP Mark McGowan (ex RAN officer)
who described it as “populist lunacy” (WA 10/5/99:3).  The WA Conservation Council thought that the navy was managing
the island better than the state government was managing Cockburn Sound (WA 10/5/99:3).  Island environment manager Dr
Bob Wykes said the navy had just finished spending one million dollars (over 10 years) to eradicate arum lillies from the
island, and that the special island vegetation would suffer from an increased human presence  (WA 11/5/99:7).  Greens (WA)
MLC Jim Scott reckoned the public would not want US nuclear vessels which use the Australian facilities any closer to the
mainland. (WA 11/5/99:7)  

A hundred thousand dollars a year over ten years to eradicate arum lillies on an idyllic island?  Hmmm, sounds like a
good job.  In fact there was also a big muster of personnel in spring 1996 to gather seeds and seed heads which resulted in a
five and a half ton haul.

By the way, check out Garden Island (WA) on Encyclopaedia Britannica’s web site.  According to it there is already a
thriving holiday resort there.  Do they mean the RAN facility, or are they doing a little projecting into the future?  One more
thing of historical interest.  The declassified low definition photo of the island’s bridge was taken by a Soviet spy satellite
nearly 2 decades ago during the cold war.  A is Baudin Point; C is Collie Head; B is Broun Bay.  The latter two are named for
colonial pioneers.  D is Careening Bay where Stirling’s olden days sailors did that sort of thing.  PW.

Here today - HERCON tomorrow?

WA is the first state ‘ship on the tide’ (more appropriate than 'cab off the rank') to meet the call of the Australian
Heritage Commission's 1998 national heritage convention (HERCON) to agree to heritage principles and standards.  Held over
three days in April this year, WA's inaugural convention was organised by the National Trust, and provides a lead for other
states.  Your correspondent did his best to bring to the Convention a maritime perspective - but calls upon colleagues to
ensure we are better represented at conventions in other States.  Why?  Apart from maritime archaeology/shipwrecks and State
museums, maritime history is not well represented in the new national guide for protecting local heritage places.  Further, we
need to consider the impact of proposed principles and standards on our work.  For example, Principle 3 recognises certain
rights of indigenous people over heritage, and therefore research, and that restriction on culturally sensitive data is
implemented.  Could this be the equivalent of the 'commercial-in-confidence' excuse given by some governments and
companies for not releasing information?  Principle 12 tries to ensure heritage is a core component of the education
curriculum, but will maritime history have a place? Peter Ridgway, Perth.

Notorious WW2 massacre of Australian nurses memorialised

A memorial to Australian nurses murdered by Japanese soldiers on Banka Island in 1942 was dedicated at Point Walter
Reserve on the southern side of Perth’s Swan River on 2 May 1999.  Guest of honour was 83 year old Mrs Vivian Statham
(nee Bullwinkel) who is the sole survivor of the massacre.

The tragedy had its beginning when the Japanese advanced on Singapore in early 1942.  Amongst those evacuated were
65 Australian nurses on SS Vyner Brooke.  Japanese bombers sank the vessel in Bangka Strait (Indonesia) on 12 February.  In
the immediate aftermath 12 nurses perished, and in ensuing days other survivors struggled ashore on Banka Island.  Amongst
these was a group of 22 nurses who were quickly captured by Japanese soldiers.  They were lined up and ordered to walk back
into the sea.  When they were waist deep they were cut down with machine guns.  A bullet passed through Vivian
Bullwinkel’s back and chest, but she managed to stay afloat, appearing dead to the Japanese, who soon left.

Coming ashore when all was quiet she was alone, and that night slept in the scrub.  The following day she met up with
a wounded Englishman who recounted a massacre of 20 men further along the coast.  For a while local villagers cared for
them.  Bullwinkel recovered and with no other option surrendered at Mentok.  She was placed in a POW camp with 31 other
nurses from the ship, and spent over three years in internment.  24 of these women survived and were repatriated back to
Australia at the end of the war.  Mrs Statham recently reaffirmed that on her release a British intelligence officer told her not to
officially report the massacre, but regardless of this advice, she did so when she got back to Australia.  In 1949 she testified
before a war crimes tribunal in Tokyo without obtaining satisfaction.

In addition to the memorial plaque laid at Point Walter on 2 May, 21 red-flowering gum trees were planted in memory of
the murdered nurses.  Approximately 700 people attended.  PW

Ray Parkin’s endeavour pays off

Ray Parkin’s acclaimed book HM Bark Endeavour scooped up the $20,000 Douglas Stuart prize for non-fiction and the
$2,000 book of the year award at the NSW Premier’s Literature Awards in May.  Congratulations to Ray from the AAMH.

HMAS Sydney inquiry - the lead up and the follow through
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Mr John Doohan, convener and secretary of the End Secrecy on Sydney (ESOS) group has long been one of the driving
forces for a formal inquiry into the circumstances of the tragic 1941 incident.  As a historical researcher over many years he
has explored countless avenues, and accumulated a significant body of information which he has shared willingly with others.
John is the first to admit that he has trodden on a few toes with some of his group’s dedicated and sincere proposals, and he
has been subjected to some vigorous personal criticism by other researchers who view their own version of events as more
correct.  He has also been a thorn in the side of officialdom with his persistent lobbying:

In quest of an investigation into the loss of Sydney and all its men, at various times before, and including October 1992,
I was formally advised by the Defence Department and its Minister that the Sydney file is closed, and that national resources
did not allow for investigation of newly researched Sydney evidence.  Further correspondence saw the ESOS organisation and
myself formally banned in December 1992 by the Defence Minister from making any further contact with his office.
Succeeding Coalition Governments did not continue enforcement of that ban, but did continue an official policy of refusing an
open inquiry into all aspects of HMAS Sydney’s loss.  Relevant evidence from our group continued to be ignored.

Nonetheless, our unceasing independent approach to successive governments and oppositions generated increasing public
interest which eventually forced the government and opposition in August of 1997 to suddenly announce a bipartisan
Parliamentary Inquiry via a sub-committee of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade, [FADAT] the
Terms of Reference finite to the purported discretion of FADAT.

Simultaneously the ESOS group was able to have a Notice of Request for an unlimited Judicial Inquiry tabled in the
Australian Senate but this was neither acknowledged nor remarked upon by the government or opposition.  The day following
I, on behalf of seventeen bereaved family members formally presented Federal Attorney General Williams with their individual
Sworn Declarations attesting to the belief that unlawful killing, or murder of seventeen named HMAS Sydney personnel had
taken place, and requesting an investigation by the Attorney General’s office of all German/Official claims of circumstances
allegedly associated with those deaths.  Attorney General Williams then advised me that HMAS Sydney the deaths were to be
subjects for the announced Inquiry and referred me to FADAT.  FADAT Inquiry Chairman Senator David McGibbon was
approached by myself, but rejected Inquiry authority [or responsibility] to investigate any alleged criminal circumstances
involving the HMAS Sydney deaths.  Thenceforth the seventeen sworn declarations were ignored by FADAT committee.

A vast amount of what in our view was credible evidence refuting the German/Official Sydney/Kormoran 'history' was
not considered [much of it not even heard] by the Inquiry, which in any event was having trouble expending the necessary time
or effort to sufficiently understand already presented complex and contentious issues, mainly because of of other heavy
parliamentary work schedules generated impending early elections.  For example the Melbourne Hearing could not even raise a
committee quorum, so the witnesses appearing there were without the protection of Parliamentary Privilege.

Furthermore, the capital cities' hearings transcripts clearly reveal that, besides some committee members' lack of subject
knowledge, some of the official "expert" naval and other official witnesses were often unsure, and at times totally ignorant of
matters they were advising on.  We claim that the greatly contentious circumstances of those grievous losses so
contradictorily and palpably untruthfully alleged by a then enemy, should have been initially fully investigated by the
Australian Defence Forces.  In particular with attention to the Army’s independent Intelligence-orientated activity at the time
of Sydney’s loss.  Interception and decryption of declared enemy [and Japanese] W/T coded traffic was prolific, but this has not
been examined in relation to these Sydney issues.  We are also aware that there was contention between the Army and the
Navy, the latter resenting Army involvement in what it considered naval issues.

Therefore, on behalf of HMAS Sydney -bereaved family members, and since the FADAT inquiry closed I have engaged a
lawyer with professional association and experience with Australian Defence Forces to convey their request for a further
Inquiry to the appropriate ADF authority, and if successful in obtaining such Inquiry, to represent them and their interests
therein.

Today, a number of German survivors reside in Australia presumably endowed with Australian citizenship or permanent
residency.  A much larger number reside and meet annually in the German Federal Republic; always publicised the gathering
as commemorating the late Captain Detmers' alleged victory over Sydney.  At least one of those commemorations has been
formally attended by ADF (Navy) personnel; thus conferring political acceptance of the outcome of the still uninvestigated
tragic events.  Such easy political agreement should not validly stand, legally or historically.  John Doohan Perth.

Fishing history exhibition opens in SA

The South Australian Maritime Museum opened a new permanent exhibition Catch of the Day - a history of the
commercial fishing industry on 17 June. The exhibition explores  the history of both commercial river and marine fisheries
and touches on environmental and economic issues.  Within the exhibitions, there is something of interest and things to do
for all age groups including the 3 to 5 year olds. 

The Maritime Museum is situated at 126 Lipson Street Port Adelaide, South Australia and with the exception of
Christmas Day is open 7 days a week from 10:00am to 5:00pm.
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Collins sub history rocks up on 4 Corners

No doubt video recorders were running hot at all RAN bases on Monday 25 May as the ABC TV show 4 Corners went
to air, taking a look at the dismal and long running saga of the Collins-class submarines.  Some of the revelations were not
new, but were still as disturbing as when they first came to the public notice.  In particular was the history of the selection
process twelve years ago when a paper prepared by the RAN weeks prior to the final decision provided a summary of
performance characteristics comparing the Swedish and German designs which varied from those provided by the designers.
The German figures were rewritten substantially downwards, and the Swedish figures substantially increased.  The Swedish
design was ultimately chosen.  4 Corners said that both designs lagged well behind more proven technology and designs from
Britain, America and France, and that both the US and Britain had advised the RAN that the type of combat system envisaged
would not be satisfactory.  

Commodore Mick Dunne (ret) said he was very concerned about the safety of the boats.  He had completed a report in
1997 which investigated the problems.  He had gone public in the hope his disclosures would stimulate more concerted action
In particular the yet unsolved problems relating to cavitation noise from the propeller which interfered with sonar equipment
making the subs vulnerable to detection or collision at speed, plus the ongoing inadequacies of the computerised combat
system.

Meantime Waller, the latest sub off the SA slips has arrived at HMAS Stirling and is scheduled for commissioning on
10 July. Its captain, Cdr Mel Jones said in the press that criticism of the subs was misplaced.  The class is excellent and the
problems would be sorted out.  Cdr Jones has former experience in nuclear and Oberon class subs.  Waller carries six women
in its 45 crew who are amongst the RAN’s first female submariners (WA 24/5/99:33).  

Speaking of propellers

A news item on the Parliamentary News Network said
on 28 May that it had been discovered that the props on
RAN ANZAC class frigates had been fitted without keyways
(or keys).  The situation was being rectified.  For those
without engineering nouse, keyways are slots machined in
the prop shaft, and the inner bush of the propeller. A
matching piece of metal or “key” fits in these and stops the
prop spinning on the shaft.  It’s a fundamental engineering
practice which has probably been around since before James
Watt.  Sigh!

Happy birthday Boer War

1999 marks the hundredth anniversary of Australian entry into the Boer War in southern Africa.  The first Aussie to jump in
at the deep end was a woman.  How about that.  Perhaps there are some members who would like to put together a one page
maritime related article on the BW for the next newsletter, especially how it involved their own neck of the woods?  It does
not matter if we get several items.  The newsletter still needs short essays on other subjects, and importantly, news about all
manner of things.  The next publication date is 30 August.  All material should be with me well before that.  To those who
have not been in print before, give it a go.  Any rough edges can be sorted out here.

Indian Ocean Fisheries Conference - Fremantle - 8,9,10 Sept 1999

A good range of national and international speakers will attend the conference at the Fremantle Maritime Museum.  Malcolm
Tull and Paul Weaver have represented the AAMH in the organisation.  Persons wishing to attend or who would like more
information should contact the untiring Conference Convenor, Ms Sally May.  sally.may@museum.wa.gov.au or Fax 08
9335 7224

____________________

The Quarterly Newsletter - The Australian Association for Maritime History is a forum for news, comment and opinion on matters
involving maritime history.  Contributions are always welcome.  Views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the Australian
Association for Maritime History.  The editor is Dr. Paul R. Weaver, 23 Waddell Road, Palmyra, Western Australia 6157. Email
pweaver@starwon.com.au  Publication will be the 30th days August and November in 1999. Material for inclusion should be sent
direct to the editor well prior.  Enclose a stamped addressed envelope for return of submitted material.  Material for inclusion should be
sent direct to the editor well prior to the deadline. Original  articles should carry the author’s signature.  Enclose a stamped addressed
envelope for return of material.
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HMAS Anzac undergoing servicing at Jervoise Bay (WA)  April
1999 Photo: P Weaver
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