
PASSAT (1911-1959), a four masted barque that plied the South 
American nitrate trade and Australian wheat trade. Photo Richard 
McKenna. 
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The Australian Association for Maritime History was 
formed in May 1978. Its main aim is to promote the 
study, publication and general appreciation of maritime 
history. Membership is open to anyone with an interest 
in maritime history.  
 
The AAMH is not restricted to Australia and Australian 
maritime history: its membership and field of interest 
are international in scope. The AAMH is run by an 
Executive Council that has officers from all States and 
Territories. It is currently based in Fremantle, Western 
Australia. 

The AAMH serves as the Australian sub-commission 
of the International Commission of Maritime History. 
The ICMH, founded in 1960, is an international 
organisation affiliated with the International Committee 
of Historical Sciences. The objectives of the 
Commission are to encourage and co-ordinate 
research by maritime historians in a spirit of 
international understanding.  

Benefits for Members 
 
All members receive The Great Circle (2 issues per 
year) and a quarterly newsletter.  
The Great Circle is a refereed journal and contains 
articles (often illustrated) and book reviews. It attracts 
articles from both within Australia and overseas, and 
has established a high scholarly reputation. The editor 

is Professor Michael Sturma, Chair of the History Program at Murdoch University. 
 
The Great Circle has recently featured articles on:  
Nelson 
The pacific coal trade 
Maori culture and British seafaring 
Duyfken design issues and debate 
Swedish colonial interests in the Australasian region 
The Pearl shell industry 
A biography of Anthony van Diemen 
 
The Newsletter contains material of a more general nature and provides news, announcements and notes 
on maritime history. It occasionally carries short articles and profiles of maritime historians. 
 
The AAMH also supports lectures, conferences, workshops, publications and book prizes. For example, the 
AAMH co-sponsors with the Australian National Maritime Museum, the Frank Broeze Maritime History Prize. 
The 2009 winner was John Gascoign’s Captain Cook: Voyager Between Worlds (published by Hambledon 
Continuum, London 2007)  
 
 
 
 

Junk at Broome. Photo Reg Bourne. 



AAMH Executive 
President:  Mr Peter Ridgway 
Vice President: Ms Sally May 
Great Circle Editor: Professor Michael Sturma 
Secretary:  Dr Joseph Christensen 
Treasurer:  Professor Malcolm Tull 
Newsletter Editor: Dr Joseph Christensen 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Membership Application Form 
Membership Type (Please tick a box) 

Individual Member   A$40 - Australia        A$50 Overseas  
 
Student Member  A$40 - Australia        A$50 Overseas 
 
Corporate/Institutional   A$50 - Australia        A$60 Overseas 

Name: (Title, first name, surname)__________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________ 

City:______________________________________________________ 

State/Province:_____________________________________________ 

Country___________________________________________________ 

Email:____________________________________________________ 

Phone (Optional)____________________________________________ 

Please find a cheque for__________attached OR 

Visa/Mastercard (Please circle)  Expires: (month/year) ______/______ 

 
 
 

               

 
Signature:____________________________________________________ 
 
The membership year runs from 1 January to 31 December. 

Please return to the Treasurer, 

P.O.Box 1873, Fremantle 6959, Western Australia 

Sailing boat. Photo: Reg Bourne. 

Container ship ACT 2. 
Photo Richard McKenna. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ferry LADY MARY – 
Balmain. Photo Colin 
Dufty. 

ANZAC class  frigate HMAS PERTH (3) departing Yokosuka, Japan at the completion of Exercise 
 Pacific Shield, Tokyo Harbour, 2007. Photo Royal Australian Navy. 


